
National election 
of Metis leader! 

By Clint Buehler 
The grassroots election 

of a national Metis leader is 
being proposed by the 
Metis Association of Alberta. 

If approved, the proposal 
would provide for a ballot 
for national leader along 
with ballots for elected 
officers of provincial asso- 
ciations. This would require 
that all provincial organiza- 
tions hold their elections on 
the same day, and for the 
same length of term of 
office. 

Ron LaRocque, who 
works with both the Metis 

Association of Alberta and 
the Metis National Council, 
(MNC), says the proposal 
already had the support of 
the technicians from the 
MNC and the provincial 
associations, and will be 
discussed at an MNC 
executive meeting in Van- 
couver August 5 and 6. 

It is felt that the election 
of the national Metis a 
much stronger position 
nationally and more media 
attention. 

The proposal could be a 
reality by 1990, LaRocque 
predicts. 

INSIDE THIS WEEK 
The last weekend of July was a busy one for Saskatchewan Native people. 

After a short time to recover from the Big Valley Jamboree at Craven, the Back 
to Batoche Days were the big attraction (See Pages 12 and 15). For added 
excitement, there was the annual assembly of the Association of the Metis and 
Non -Status Indians of Saskatchewan (AMNSIS), also at Batoche that weekend 
(See Pages 1, 2, 4 and 5). 

Saskatchewan opponents fail 
in bid to oust Jim Sinclair 

By Laurent C. Roy 

BATOCHE, SASK .- An 
coupe d'etat attempt by 
anti -Sinclair members to 
oust Jim Sinclair as presi- 
dent of the Association of 
Metis and Non -Status Indi- 
ans of Saskatchewan 
(AMNSIS) failed during the 
two -day annual assembly of 
AMNSIS held here on July 
24 and 25, respectively. 

On two different occa- 
sions during the two -day 
annual assembly of AMN- 
SIS, there was evidence of a 
lobbying and maneuver- 
ing campaign to remove 
Sinclair executed by anti-- 

Sinclair Metis members. 
This anti -Sinclair move- 
ment was at first subtle but 
soon escalated into a 
effrontery debate between 
pro -and anti- Sinclair 
supporters. 

This has been a long 
standing issue since 1982 
withing the rank and file of 
AMNSIS and the "get rid of 
Sinclair" campain usually 
surfaces at every provincial 
assembly of the Metis and 
Non- Status Indians. And 
every time it appears on the 
agenda, hidden or not, Sin- 
clair receives a "vote of 
confidence" from the 
delegates. 

The coupe d'etat attempt 
by anti -Sinclair delegates 
saw their flaming attack 
against Sinclair disappear 
into smoke as the delegates 
were having no part with 
the coupe d'etat movement 
to remove Sinclair from the 
presidency of AMNSIS. 

At the outset of the first 
day, the second Chairman, 
Jim Durocher, expláined to 
the delegates that "this 
annual assembly belongs to 
the members of AMNSIS 
and although we have an 
adopted agenda, the floor 
will be open for issues and 
concerns not covered by 
the agenda." 

This opened the door for 
the anti -Sinclair delegation 
spearheaded by two life- 

time members of AMNSIS, 
Rod Bishop and Frank 
Tomkins with support com- 
ing from George Morin, 
Morley Norton and Maria 
Campbell 

Other pro -Sinclair dele- 
gates, Clem Chartier, 
James Favel, Clarence 
Trochie, Max Morin, plus 
others reiterated that this 
issue was resolved at the 
March 26 and 27 Constitu- 
tional Summit meeting cf 

Continued Page 4 

Kehewin faces dispute 
over low rental homes 

By Donna Rea Murphy 

KEHEWIN -A problem in 
housing has arisen between 
Kehewin council and reserve 
members who built homes 
through the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation. 

Last month, the CMHC 
checked the reserve's 
books to see how it was 
administering the low rental 
subsidy. What it found was 
that the band was letting 
tenants pay only the differ- 
ence between their monthly 
payment ($150 -$30) 
depending on the house 
and when it was built, and 
the CMHC subsidy, which 
covers roughly 90 per cent 
of the cost. 

The band was using nat- 
ural gas royalties to cover 
the part of the monthly 
payment which is then 
returned as a subsidy by 
CMHC. However, accord- 
ing to the agreement with 
CMHC, the tenants must 
pay the full monthly amount 
and then wait for the sub- 
sidy. CMHC told the 
Kehewin band council to 
make the change or face 
paying back the full $4 mil- 
lion it now owes the 
corporation. 

In complying with 

CMHC's request, the 
council came under fire 
from band members who 
now may have to make full 

payments. Chief Gadwa 
says council has no choice 
but to make the change if it 
wants to stay in CMHC's 
low rental housing program. 

Those band members 
who are refusing to 'make 

complete payments every 
month for the homes they 
had built under the program 
are threatening it for the 
future, Gadwa pointed out. 

There have been 84 
homes built under the pro- 
gram since 1973 at the 
reserve. 

Continued Page 3 

Canadian Indians \ 
at Nicaragua meet 

By Anne Georg 

Five Alberta Indians 
joined the Nicaraguan revo- 
lutionary process by 
attending the International 
Symposium dealt specifi- 
cally with the autonomy 
process now underway 
pertaining to Nicaragua's 
Atlantic Coast indigenous 
peoples. 

The Alberta delegation, 
from Saddle Lake, Cold 
Lake, Beaver Lake, and the 
Blood Tribe, was among 
eleven other Canadians 
and about 100 delegates 
from around the world. 
Included were indigenous 
people from North, South, 
and Central American and 

lawyers, writers, and social 
scientists from various 
countries. 

The conference was 
funded by the Swedish 
government, traditionally 
sympathetic to the revolu- 
tionary government in 
Nicaragua. They donated 
$70,000 U.S. to fund the 
conference held in Mana- 
gua July 13 to 16. 

The historic event 
brought delegates from 
around the world to con- 
tribute their ideas to Nica- 
ragua's autonomy process. 
The process was officially 
started in December, 1984 
when the Autonomy 

Continued Page 4 

New Zealand's Bill Nathan rubs noses with CNFC President Vic L'Hiron- 
delle. Nathan and his Maori dance group performed at the Canadian Native 
Friendship Centre, July 24. See coverage on Page 22. - Photo by Rocky Woodward 
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Metis Constitution passes NATIONAL 
NEWS 

BRIEFS 
By Laurent C. Roy 

BATOCHE, SASK -Allan 
Morin, provincial secretary 
for Association of Metis 
and Non -Status Indians of 
Saskatchewan (AMNSIS) 
introduced a new draft 
resolution called, Constitu- 
tion of the Metis Nation of 
Saskatchewan, Inc., which 
was passed at the annual 
assembly held here on July 
24 and 25. 

Morin disclosed the new 
draft resolution calling for 
termination of the non- 
profit association and to 
replace it with a parliamen- 
tary system more suitable 
towards the Metis aspira- 
tion of self -govemment and 
land rights. 

The architect of the new 
Constitution of the Metis 
Nation of Saskatchewan, 
Inc. is Wayne McKenzie, 
vice- president of AMNSIS 
and director of Constitu- 
tional Senior Officials 
Committee. Included in this 
committee are consultants, 
legal counsel, chiefs of staff- 
-member and national 
offices. 

This committee is 
responsible to draft new 
Constitutional strategies, 
provide necessary docu- 
mentation, carry out 
research, provide legal 
advice, and formulate new 
innovative policies. 

To accompany the new 
Metis Nation Constitution 
of Saskatchewan, Morin 
also introduced a working 
paper, entitled, Comments 
and Proposals, Regarding a 

Portfolio System, to be 
incorporated inconjunction 
with the new Metis Nation 
Constitution. The two 
working papers compli- 
ment each other and both 
papers were passed by the 
delegates. 

Introducing the working 
papers, Morin stressedthe 
need of the Metis organiza- 
tion to shift from a non- 
profit association presently 
governing AMNSIS to a 

provincial constituency - 
legislature format. 

He warned the delegated 
of the amount of work 

involved with the new Metis 
Nation Constitution of 
Saskatchewan and em- 
phasized that the involve- 
ment of the local members 
is necessary if "we are to 
ratify the new drafts," said 
Morin. 

"You have a year to dis- 

cuss the discussion papers, 
you must study the new 
Constitution, the proposed 
legislature assembly, the 
portfolio system, and 
throughout the year, the 
negotiating team will bring 
into line the operating sys- 

tems of both party and 
government structures to 
govem the Metis Nation of 
Saskatchewan," explained 
Morin. 

Dona Desmarais, execu- 
tive director of AMNSIS, 
reiterated the hope that "a 
revised Constitution and 
Portfolio System will do is in 
fact phase in an orderly 
process for moving from a 

non -profit organization to 
an infrastructure which will 
accommodate our move to 
self -government." 

Jim Sinclair, president of 
AMNSIS, encourages that 
the working mechanisms 
described in both discus- 
sion papers be worked out 
closely with the Metis 
membership to demon- 
strate that a "bottom up 
approach" is carried out, a 

prerequisite conditioned by 
governments. 

Sinclair told the dele- 
gates it was time for 
"puppet governments" to 
abandon the non -profit 
association Constitution 
and By -laws and initiate 
constitutionalized govern- 
ment infrastructures rec- 
ognized by both govern- 
ments. 

Wayne McKenzie, vice - 
president of AMNSIS, 
insisted that the new Metis 
Nation Constitution of 
Saskatchewan and its port- 
folio system is the only 
infrastructure that will gua- 
rantee some degree of self - 
government among the 
Metis people of Sask- 
atchewan. 

McKenzie, known not to 
mince words, told the 

assembly that it better be 
prepared to deal with hard - 
core realities surrounding 
the Metis push towards 
self -government and land 
rights and not "to be taken 
in by the abstract good -will 
of the federal and provincial 
governments." 

This new Metis Nation 
Constitution and portfolio 
system is to give local 
members the invested 
powers by its new govern- 
ing structure to make deci- 
sions, to practise their con- 
stitutional rights and to 
pave the way towards self - 
government, explained 
McKenzie. 

The two drafts calls for 
the phasing out the present 
system governing AMNSIS 
by 1988 and in its place will 
be the legislature structure 
encompassing the existing 
government structures, 
including municipal local 
governments. 

"These new systems to 
be modified by the Self - 
Government Negotiating 
team appointed by the 
AMNSIS Board will re- 
enforced the movement 
towards self -government. 
This team will be enpo- 
wered with authority to sell 
the constitutional package, 
to completely explain the 
roles and functions of each 
intricate part of the pro- 
posed legislature, to develop 
a comprehensive strategy 
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to accommodate the defini- 
tions of self -government, to 
design line- systems to facili- 
tate the self -government 
aspirations of the Saskat- 
chewan Metis." said Morin. 

Further explanation to 
WINDSPEAKER, Morin 
and McKenzie, are both 
optimistic because of the 
favourable optimums sur- 
rounding the political 
struggles of the Metis peo- 
ple in Canada. Yet both are 
also skeptical in achieving 
the objectives as laid in the 
foundational principles out- 
lined in the new Con- 
stitution. 

"We have a year before 
the Metis members ratify 
the modified articles of the 
New Metis Constitution. 
By 1987, the New Metis 
Constitution and its portfo- 
lio system should be fully 
defined and developed to 
be implemented by the 
1988 elections." said 
McKenzie. 

This transitional phase 
should give the local Metis 
members the initiative to 
launch innovative new lev- 
els of local government 
enpowered with jurisdic- 
tion and authority as gua- 
ranteed to manicipalities 
and to be administratively 
autonomous and to have 
their separate funding 
sources to fund their pro- 
grams services, concluded 
McKenzie. 

Esso closing Tuk base 
Spokesperson for Esso Resources, Kent O'Conner 

says the company plans to dismantle their service base 
in Tuktoyuktuk because the facility is no longer needed 
since Esso has reduced their drilling in the Beaufort 
Sea. 

O'Conner commented that this move will drastically 
effect the north's economy, but with the downturn in oil 
prices Esso cannot justify drilling new wells for at least 
the next couple of years. 

He stressed the fact however, that Esso will not pull 
out of the Beaufort. 

Metis assembly approved 
Saskatchewan Metis have given the most significant 

step towards self government since the days of Louis 
Riel. A proposal for a Metis Legislative Assembly was 

approved by the annual assembly of the Association of 
Metis and non -status Indians of Saskatchewan. 

Association President, Jim Sinclair, says the estab- 

lishment of such a government would correct an histor- 
ical injustice by admitting Metis into confederation with 
Canada. Sinclair hopes to get final approval on the 

proposal at the first ministers conference scheduled for 
next year. 

The convention was held at Batoche, July 25-27. 

Bridge burning appealled 

Residents of the Pegus Indian Reserve in Manitoba 
are appealing their conviction of burning down a bridge 

on the reserve. 
Chief Louis Stevenson and five other Band members 

say the judge presiding over the case, erred when he up 
held lower court convition for mischief. Some Band 
members admitted to burning the bridge in the spring in 
1984, claiming it was a protest its state of disrepair to 
federal officials. 

Halda protest "a good thing" 
By Owenadeka 

I think Miles Richardson 
has stumbled on to a good 
thing. He's the president of 
the Council of the Haida 
Nation. Along with most of 
the Haidas (and a lot of 
other people besides), he's 
fighting the loggers on Lyell 
Island. 

Lyell Island, of course, is 

a jewel of unspoiled beauty 
in the unique environment 
of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands and since the Haida 
say the island is theirs, they 
want to protect it from 
clear -cut logging. 

In fact, 72 people have 
already been arrested 
trying to stop the chain 
saws. 

But the province says the 
loggers won't damage the 
fragile landscape and its 
allowed the logging to 
resume. The next step in 
the Haida campaign is 
unclear. In the meantime, 
Miles Richardson and eight 
other Haidas have written a 

telegram to the Prime 
Minister telling him they 
want to renounce their 
Canadian citizenship. They 
say that any travelling 
they do from now on will be 
done on a homemade 
Haida passport. 

." "Their rejection of 
Canadian citizenship is 
apparently not intended to 

Ottawa Report 
force the province to stop 
the logging - just a simple 
statement to let Ottawa 
know that the nine Haidas 
intend to be known as 
Haidas and not Canadians. 

That got me thinking the 
other day - what if all the 
Native people in Canada 
did the same thing? Not to 
protest land claims, treaty 
violations, constitutional 
treachery or the lack of self - 
government - just a 

simple statement that a 
million Native people want 
to be known as Mohawks, 
Micmacs, Metis or whatever. 

Why, we can start up our 
own little cottage industry 
just making our own 
passports. And think of the 
other advantages! 

We wouldn't have to 
stand at attention for the 
playing of Oh Canada at 
the movies or at a hockey 
game. If it's done legally it 
probably means no jury 
duty either. It definitely 
means you wouldn't have 
to trudge to the polls and 
line up to vote on election 
day. As for July the 1st, 

you'd still have a holiday - 
A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 

if you had a job that is -but 
you wouldn't have to go on 
a drunken, flag -waving 
patriotic binge. 

There would be a down- 
side, but I think that even it 

would have its own 
advantages. If you 
renounced your Canadian 
citizenship, it means that 
you would not be eligible to 
work for Indian Affairs or 
any other government 
department. Just think of 
all those government 
offices unable to hire a new 
crop of token Native people 
for token jobs. 

Our educated elite, the 
best and the brightest 
supposedly, could begin 
working for the Native 
movement instead of for 
the government. 

But enough daydreaming. 
What happens if the Haida 
move is carried to its 
logical conclusion? Doesn't 
it mean that if you reject 
Canadian citizenship, you 
should also reject the 
benefits? 

That would mean no 
more cheques for welfare, 
baby bonus or unemploy- 
ment insurance; no more 

medical benefits, no more 
education money and no 
more grants. In short, can 
we really have our cake and 
eat it too? That raises an 
even tougher question that 
Native people must answer. 
Namely, what do we really 
mean when we talk about 
the Mohawk, Micmac or 
Metis Nation? 

Are we Indians first and 
Canadians second? Or is it 
the other way 'round? Just 
how should we relate to the 
government in Ottawa? 

Well, the cold hard facts 
of life probably mean that 
we, as a people, can't really 
afford to give up Canadian 
citizenship, especially since 
it costs $40 to submit a legal 
application to do so. 

But maybe we could do 
something that might serve 
as a statement of national 
Native protest without 
endangering our day -to-day 
survival - and I think I've 
got just the idea. 

The next time you're in a 

hockey arena and the 
crowd stands up for "Oh 
Canada," stand up too, but 
instead of singing about 
standing on guard, I think 
we should start singing our 
own national Native anthem. 

And since Native people 
haven't agreed on one yet, 
how about everyone instead 
belting out a rousing chorus 
of Kàw -liga? 
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No candidates yet for MAA board 
By Clint Buehler 

There were still no nomi- 
nations for the six Metis 
Association of Alberta 
(MAA) board seats to be 
contested in elections this 
year with only 10 days left 
until the nominations 
deadline 

The deadline for nomina- 
tions is August 8 at 5 p.m. 
Nominees have until August 
12 at 2 p.m. to withdraw. 
Advance polls are set for 
Saturday, August 30, and 
the election will be held 
Monday, September 8. 

Polling booths will be set 
up in each community 
where there is a Metis 
Local. 

Earlier this year, the 
MAA unsuccessfully' 
attempted to extend the 
term of office of the current 
board so that no election 
would be required this year, 
but the motion was defeated 
at a special assembly called 
for that purpose. 

Chief Electoral Officer 
Ron LaRocque is still hope- 
ful that there will be candi- 
dates from each of the 
MAA zones for the six posi- 

tions. He notes that although 
there are no bylaws specify- 
ing the number of members' 
signatures required to 
make nomination papers 
valid, he is telling those who 
inquire to get the signatures 
of 10 members "but I'll 
probably accept those with 
only one or two signatures." 

LaRocque has suggested 
a change in the bylaws to 
require 10 signatures on 
nomination papers for all 
MAA board positions. 

A smaller turnout at the 

Dispute over housing 
From Page 1 

"At that time the people 
were made aware if they 
bought a house they would 
have to pay for it," Chief 
Gadwa said. He said he 
also recalled some other 
bands decided not to get 
involved in the program 
because of fear members 
possibly couldn't make the 
payments. 

"The intention was to 
give individuals a sense of 
pride in their homes," 
Gadwa noted. House buy - 
ers' were involved in the 
design of the houses and 
given $2,500 for fumishings. 

The reason Kehewin 
decided to make an agree- 
ment with CMHC was so it 
could provide better quality 
homes than the band would 
receive through the 
Department of Indian & 
Northern Affairs. 

To date there are 40 
band members on a waiting 
list for new homes. In order 

CHIEF GADWA 

to receive a home, an 
approval will depend largely 
on whether those who 
already have homes make 
their payments in full, 
stresses Gadwa. 

A CMHC representative 
came to look at the band's 
books at the end of June 
and then turned over the 
subsidy cheques, he says, 
but there are some band 
members who didn't make 

full payments this month. 
"What we're trying to do 

is make them understand 
we don't want to jeopardize 
this program for our future 
generations. If it was off the 
reserve these people would 
be evicted," Gadwa pointed 
out. 

The natural gas revenues 
which was being used to 
cover the subsidy can now 
be used to repair and reno- 
vate existing homes and the 
band is also requesting 
money for a study of exist- 
ing homes and cisterns to 
see where improvements 
should be made. 

Right now, council is 
coming up with policies 
which will try to ensure 
band members make their 
housing payments. If the 
band fails to meet its 
agreement with CMHC it 

will use all future Indian & 
Northern Affairs' housing 
funds to pay off its debts to 
the corporation, Gadwa 
concluded. 

polls is expected this year 
because the MAA presid- 
ency and six zone vice - 
president- positions are not 
being contested since they 
were elected for president, 
six zone vice- presidents 
and six board members, 
there was a 65 per cent turn 
out, with 2339 of 3726 eligi- 
ble electors voting. The 
highest turnout was. Local 
115 at Lac La Biche where 
97.5% voted in a heavily 
contested battle for zone 1 

vice -president won by 
Richard "Sonny" Bourque. 

The lowest turnout of 

voters was in Zone 6, where 
only 48 per cent voted. 

At the MAA annual 
assembly to be held in 
Athabasca August 22, 23 
and 24, members will be 
asked to change the elec- 
tion format again. If the 
proposal is approved, elec- 
tions will for all positions will 
be held every three years, 
beginning in 1987. 

The primary reason for 
the change, LaRocque 
says, is the high cost of 
holding elections every 
year. 

To cut costs this year, 

there will be no new enu- 
meration of members. 
LaRocque feels an enu- 
meration is not necessary 
because the MAA mem- 
bership list, which is now on 
computer, is being update 
on an ongoing and constant 
basis. 

An additional measure to 
cut costs will be the use of 
zone vice -presidents as 
election officials, and hav- 
ing deputy returning offic- 
ers and clerks responsible 
for more than one polling 
station. 

Metis assembly set 
By Clint Buehler 

Details are being final- 
ized for the 58th annual 
assembly of the Metis 
Association of Albetta 
(MAA) to be held in Atha- 
basca August 22 to 24. 

This year the assembly 
will get off to an earlier start 
than usual, with registra- 
tion of delegates beginning 
at 9 a.m., Friday, August 
22. 

The official opening beg- 
ins at 2 p.m., with an open- 
ing prayer by an Elder and 
welcoming remarks from 
MAA President Sam 
Sinclair. 

Others expected to par- 
ticipate in the opening 
ceremonies include Ray 
Martin, New Democrat 
leader and leader of the 
official opposition in the 
Alberta Legislature; Ath- 
abasca -Lac La Biche MLA 
Leo piquette; Liberal leader 
and MLA Nick Taylor; 
Mayor A. Schinkinger of 

Athabasca; and the com- 
mand of the Athabasca 
RCMP detachment. 

Other activity on the 
agenda for thé first after- 
noon includes selection of 
the resolutions and grie- 
vance committees, discus- 
sion and assembly and 
presidents report. 

A dance is scheduled for 
Friday night. Resolutions 
will be dealt with first thing 
Saturday morning. This is a 
departure from previous 
assemblies where resolu- 
tions were left to the end of 
agenda where it was felt 
they were given enade- 
quate attention. 

Last year, for example, 
resolutions were merely 
tabled with littlé`bi'seussion 
and no other action on 
them. 

At 2 p.m. Saturday, the 
assembly will be addressed 
by Neil Crawford, the 
Alberta Minister of Munici- 
pal Affairs who is also 

responsible for Native 
Affairs and Housing. 

Following Crawford's 
address, Aurele Dumont 
will present the MAA 
treasurer's report and Pres- 
ident Ron LaRocque will 
report on Metis Urban 
Housing Inc. 

Saturday evening a suc- 
cessor to 1985 Metis Prin- 
cess Tracy Ladouceur will 
be selected at a Metis 
Beauty Pageant. A dance 
will follow. 

More reports will be 
presented Saturday, includ- 
ing reports from zone vice - 
presidents and board 
members, the MAA hous- 
ing department, the MAA 
constitutional committee, 
the Metis National Council, 
the Apeetogosan Corpora- 
tion and on the 1986 MAA 
election. 

The assembly will close 
with speeches from candi- 
dates for board members 
for the six MAA zones. 

Elizabeth school complaints discussed 
By Donna Rea Murphy 

E L I Z A B E T H 
SETTLEMENT - The 
Lakeland Catholic Board of 
Education has addressed 
concerns about Elizabeth 
Settlement School brought 
forward by a parents 
committee and several 
changes will be implemented 
when school resumes this 
fall. 

This past May, the 
parents group attended the 
regular school board 
meeting to discuss staffing, 
split classes in early grades 
and discontinuation of 
some programs. Also 
mentioned was the condition 
of equipment such as 
textbooks, desks and 
facilities and the lack of a 
shop and kitchen to teach 
Industrial Arts and Home 
Economics. 

Elizabeth resident and 
representative on the 
school board, Phyllis 
Collins, spearheaded the 
group's efforts to better the 

situation. It was pointed 
out that there is adequate 
gymnasium space and no 
resource room, library or 
infirmary. All these facilities 
are operated out of one 
small room which also 
serves as a computer room 
and Teacher Aide office. 
Home Economic classes 
were taught in the staff 
kitchen. 

A lot of children had 
shown a slow learning 
ability, the group stated, 
and do not receive the 
individual assistance they 
need. They require special 
attention and more teaching 
time and this process was 
resulting in a classroom 
with setbacks for all 
students. The parents 
stressed, however, they 
liked the teachers and felt 
they were doing the best 
they could under the 
circumstances. 

Results of the Provincial 
Achievement test in June 
1985, showed that the 
school scored very low. 

Provincial 
The averages indicated the 
school scored 15 per cent 
below the provincial average 
in grade three Language 
Arts and 21 per cent below 
average in Grade six Social 
Studies. There are a lot of 
repeaters, parents said, 
especially in the early 
grades. 

Following the information 
meeting, a subsequent 
meeting was held in June to 
discuss implementation of 
improvements. At this 
time, all improvements are 
in place and the beginning 
of the school year will 
officially bring them on 
stream. 

A major step will be the 
addition of the Grade eight 
program. The board 
approved the move after 
the addition of the grade 

was recommended by the 
provincial Department of 
Education Programing 
Committee. Committee 
Chairman Richard Papp 
said the committee dis- 
cussed the matter with 
assistant superintendent 
Henri Lemire and Elizabeth 
School principal Gerry 
Letal. Indications are that 
space will be tight but the 
school will be able to 
manage. 

The board also approved 
a Cree language program 
to be offered from Grades 
one to eight. Mr. Lemire 
had strongly recommended 
the program since it was a 
pilot project offered by the 
Department and therefore 
no cost would be applied to 
the separate school system. 
The Lakeland district has 

the highest numbers of 
Cree students in Alberta. 

Regarding split classes, 
from now on there will be 
morning classes with one 
teacher for each class in 
Language Arts and 
Mathematics. The after- 
noon classes of Religion, 
Music, Physical Education, 
either Science or Social 
Studies and possible Cree 
will see double classes of 
Grades one and two. Even 
with double classes there 
will be no crowding as there 
are only 11 students in 
grade one and 14 in grade 
two for a total of 25 
students in one class 
certainly not an Overload 
for one teacher. 

There will be one teacher 
working in the resource 
room as an aide for the 
elementary grades. Those 
students experiencing 
difficulty in Language Arts 
and Mathematics will be 
receiving help from one 
other teacher, half -days 
only. 

Principal Letal's duties 
have been altered too for 
maximum benefit to the 
students. His time will be 
divided into quarterly 
sections for administration 
and student counselling 
and the remaining half to 
teaching. 

"We'll be providing 
student counselling time 
that we didn't have before," 
Lemire said. 

The older students will 
basically be concerned with 
career counselling while the 
younger grades will have 
other issued addressed, 
such as personal problems 
and attendance. The 
principal can also devote 
some of his counselling 
time to meeting with 
parents and community 
liaison work. 

With regards to commu- 
nity school status sought by 
the Settlement since 1984, 
Superintendent, Bob 
Lowery said indications 

Continued Page 10 
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Bid to unseat Jim Sinclair fails 
From Page 1 

AMNSIS held in Prince 
Albert. 

The delegates at the 
Constitutional Summit 
meeting passed two resolu- 
tions which in effect would 
settle the "unity" and "Non - 
Status Indian question" of 
AMNSIS. The two resolu- 
tions endorsed by the dele- 
gates were: (a) That AMN- 
SIS remain united until 
after the Constitutional 
Process is completed.;" 
and (b) "That AMNSIS 
immediately establish an 
Interim Non -Status Com- 
mitte...to consist of the 
Non -Status members of 
the AMNSIS Board..." 

On July 24, immediately 
following Sinclair's presi- 
dential report, Frank Tom - 
kins, accused Sinclair of 
referring the Metis as 
"Baboons" during a discus- 
sion with the Metis National 
Council's lawyers and that 
they display their accas to 
be easily shafted by the 
Constitutional negotiators 
at the First Ministers Con - 
ference, 1985. 

Tomkins outright accused 
Sinclair of "...lying to the 
Metis people;" "Let us 
down the pipe;" "You're a 
dictator" and "of being 
incompetent, for I have no 
confidence in you, Jim!" 

Tomkins lead the charge 
of the "non- confidence" 
barrage, followed by Rod 
Bishop, who alleged that 
Sinclair was "misleading 
the Metis people" by 
excercising too much polit- 
ical efforts on behalf of the 
Non -Status Indians of Sas- 
katchewan; and that Sin- 
clair had "manipulated the 
two Metis seats guaranteed 
at the Constitutional table 
towards the Non -Status 
Indians issues and con - 
cems." 

Bishop said, "We are at a 
cross -roads of time, we 
need a stronger political will 

of the Metis people who are 
powerless and landless. 
The Non -Status Indians 
have certain options to 
excercise in obtaining their 
rights but the Metis have 
one option, to get the Metis 
rights entrenched. Let's be 
responsible towards our 
people." 

Sinclair rebutted some of 
the accusations but "I do 
not deny the role of a dicta- 
tor, for at times, it is 
demanded of a leader to 
make arbitrary decisions 
for the benefits of the Metis 
and Non -Status people." 

He clarified that the 
Metis seats guaranteed for 
the Constitutional table are 
"not threatened by the 
Non -Statue issue" but 
rather "are secure for Metis 
agenda items for the 
upcoming Constitutional 
talks in 1987." 

As for "misleading" and 
"selling the Metis people 
down the tube," Sinclair 
explained that documenta- 
tions will clearly show that 
his loyalty is foremost to the 
Metis people because, 
"You'll find in the agree- 

JIM SINCLAIR 

ments signed with govern- 
ments, that my signature is 

not on those working 
agreements but bears sig- 
natures of other Metis 
leaders of the Metis National . 

Council. 
"I will not step in the way 

of the Metis and I clear 
direction form the Metis 
assembly," stated Sinclair. 

He also reminded the 
assembly that there are two 
options open to achieve the 
aspirations towards self - 
government and land --(a) 

"go to war and die again" or 
(b) "negotiate the Metis 
rights, peacefully, by work- 
ing for it, not begging for it!" 

Sinclair also stated that 
the method to achieve 
some degree of success in 
obtaining self -government 
is by "excercising your 
rights at the local level and 
not by resolutions endorsed 
by the assembly." 

The trend was in motion 
for the next day. However, 
after the first day, there was 
joke floating around camp- 
fires iri elléët that said, "We 
are no longer a Metis 
Nation but a Nation of 
baboons." This showed the 
humourous side of the 
delegates but were not 
pleased and were dead 
serious to settle the Non - 
Status Indian issue the fol- 

lowing day. 
On July 25, the agenda 

calling for the Non -Status 
Indians and Transition 
report, the "non-confidence" 
issue surfaced again. This 
time the attack was based 
on personalities, character 
assassinations focused on 
Jim Sinclair, Rod Bishop, 
Frank Bishop, George 
Morin, and at times dragged 
in innocent delegates into 
the effrontery discussions. 

Accusations of putting 
"personal gain," "financial 
rewards," "greed," "setting 
up a new organization;" 
and "asking for $1.2 million 
to finance the startup of the 
Non -Status organization to 
be taken from Metis funds" 
were levelled at Sinclair. 

Maria Campbell, plead- 
ing to the assembly to 
resolve the Non -Status 
issue, revealed that the 
individuals suffering and 
"being tom apart from this 
issue are the mothers and 
their children. 

"The people are the 
heart and soul of 'Back to 
Batoche' and the political 

Sinclair reiterated that 
his intention was to remain 
with the Association as 
declared by the AMNSIS 
members, to represent the 
Metis National Council for 
the upcoming Constitutio- 
nal talks, to keep working 
for the Metis issues as out- 
lined in the new Metis 
Nation's constitution and 
to arrange for a "smooth 
transition of the Non - 

Status Indians from 
AMNSIS." 

"1 am not starting a new 
organization, I am not ask- 
ing for the $1.2 million to be 
taken from Metis funds, I 

am not after personal gains; 
I've paid my dues and I 

could go back on welfare. 
"1 will not beg for the 

funding necessary to 
finance the Non- Status 
organization, we will find 
the funds other than from 
the Metis coffers and you 
have the right to make a 
motion to remove from 
office, "deadpanned Sinclair. 

Campbell shouted back 
that "the Metis people are 
strong, we are capable of 
looking after ourselves, this 
was demonstrated during 
our 100 years of surpres- 
sion and we have qualified 
and capable leaders to 
replace you. You should 
leave with dignity, Jim!" 

At this point, Jim Favel, 
intervened and spoke 
about the values and prin- 
ciples of Sinclair and cre- 
dited him with the success 

of the Metis Association in 
Saskatchewan. 

Favel, stressed that Sin- 
clair was instrumental in 
negotiating for the two 
Metis seats at the Constitu- 
tional table and was the key 
actor in achieving workable 
agreements to benefit the 
Metis people of Sask- 
atchewan. 

Campbell, again shouted 
that the credit, "goes to the 
Metis people" who had 
been organized long before 
Jim Sinclair came into 
focus as a Metis leader. 

Sinclair, again, informed 
the delegates to make a 
motion to settle the "non- 
confidence" debate. He 
challenged the malcontents 
to do so but no one came 

close to make motion. 
Sinclair called their bluff 

and won. When it was over, 
Sinclair replied, "I've sur- 
vived the last fifteen years 
as a leader because I have 
the support of the member- 
ship. 

(Reporter's note: The 
reason why no one from 
the anti -Sinclair group 
made the motion was 
because it became obvious 
that the section of the 'Big 
top' housing and anti - 
Sinclair members was fast 
disappearing, when Favel's 
strong advocacy for Sin- 
clair, resulted in a standing 
ovation from the delegates. 
This standing ovation was a 
singnal that the coupe 
d'etat was finished.) 

Canadians in Nicaragua 
From Page 1 

Commission was estab- 
lished. It is hoped the auto- 
nomy question will be 
settled early next year 
when it will be drafted into a 
formal statute to be included 
in the developing constitu- 
tion, also due for comple- 
tion at the same time. 

The process of public 
participation is one adopted 
by the young Sandinista 
government in the devel- 
opment of national policies 
of all descriptions. On a 
national level they have 
instituted a series of "cabi- 
dos abiertos" (open town 
meeting) at which the dif- 

ferent cultural and eco- 
nomic sectors within Nica- 
ragua are invited to air 
grievances and offer sug- 
gestions for the develop- 
ment of the constitution. 

"It is now traditional with 
us to have participation of 
all the parties concerned in 

any issue of national con- 
cern to invite delegations 
from all over the world to 
hear their experiences and 
see if they can be helpful to 
what we believe to be 
doing," explained Sergio 
Lacayo, Nicaraguan am- 
bassador to Canada. 

"Historically, 
the division of 
the two sides of the 
country is even 
more pronounced." 

A need for mutually 
acceptable agreement 
regarding the treatment of 
the Atlantic Coast Region 
of Nicaragua is clear. His- 
torically and geographically 
the Atlantic Coast has 
always been isolated from 
the more populated west- 
ern region of the country. 
The two parts of the coun- 
try are divided geographi- 
cally by a mountain range. 
The east coast consists of 

movement, not the politi- over fifty per cent of Nica- 
cans. Settle this issue nowf'91MAIIIIIIkildffErrnass. Just 
Jim, What do you want ?" over '200,000 of the coun- 
exasperatedly asked try's three million inhabit - 
Campbell. ants live there. 

TOMAS BORGE 
...Nicaraguan Commander 

Historically, the division 
between the two sides of 
the country is even more 
pronounced. While the 
west coast was conquered 
by the Spanish, the east 
coast was monopolized by 
the British, followed by the 
United States. Economi- 
cally, the two regions have 
had separate bases. The 
British came to the Atlantic 
Coast to harvest. the natu- 
ral riches, like gold, silver, 
and fine woods. In order to 
exploit the region they 
brought in black slaves and 
used the indigenous peo- 
ples as a poorly paid labor 
force. The existing indigen- 
ous populations include the 
Rama, the Sumo, and the 
Miskito Indians. As well, a 
group of escaped slaves 
called Garifunos, have lived 
in thé area since the early 
1500s. 

In order to keep the indi- 
genous peoples on side, in 
the early 1700s the British 
took several Miskitos to 
Britain to adapt them to 
British ways. On their 
return to Nicaragua they 
were crowned as kings of 
various municipalities. 
Thus the Atlantic coast was 

kept under control until the 
late 1800s when the Nica- 
raguan government drove 
the British out. In 1893, 
before they left, the British 
secured a treaty with the 
Nicaraguan government 
that obligated them to 
respect Indian territory for 
a period of fifty years. 

Still the Spanish paid lit- 

tle notice to the Atlantic 
coast. And in the early 
1900s the United States 
came to exploit the region's 
resource wealth. They took 
mahogany, silver, rubber, 
and gold. Among the multi- 
national mining companies 
in the area were two Cana- 
dian ones: Miranda Mines 
from Ontario and Windara 
Mines from British Colum- 
bia. Since the revolutionary 
victory in 1979 the multina- 
tionals have left the area. 

The revolutionary vic= 
tory was not the end to 
misunderstandings between 
the government and the 
Atlantic coast region. The 
Sandinista government 
wanted to integrate the 
indigenous people with the 
rest of the country. The 
Inflians wanted only to be 
left alone. During their first 
contact with the indigenous 

peoples on the Atlantic 
coast the Sandinistas 
committed several errors 
and the area's original pop - 
ulations struggled against 
what they perceived as 
another imperialist power 
meddling in their self 
determination. Because of 
the poor communications 
and lack of accessiblity to 
the Atlantic coast, the indi- 
genous people had very lit- 

tle to do with the revolution 
which was concentrated in 
the mountains and on the 
Pacific coast. 

One of the initial blund- 
ers of the Sandinistas was 
to jail about 350 Indian 
leaders in 1983 because the 
Sandinistas misinterpreted 
the organization of the indi- 
genous community as 
counter revolutionary. 
After several months the 
leaders were released, but 
animosity towards the 
Sandinistas continued. 
That was compounded in 
the same year when fighting 
between government for- 
ces and the U.S.- backed 
counter revolutionary for- 
ces known as Contra 
became so bad in the Rió 
Coco area in the Atlantic 
coast region that several 
thousand Miskito Indians 
were relocated. The 
government insisted it was 
for the Indians' own protec- 
tion, but it only made the 
indigenous population 
more angry and more sus- 
picious of the Sandinistas. 
Thousands migrated into 
the Honduras. The Contra 
took advantage of the ram- 
pant dissatisfaction of the 
Indians and began recruit- 
ing them into their forces 
even while the Sandinistas 
were attempting to handle 
the situation more delicately. 

That same year, amnesty 
was granted to the Miskito 
who wanted to go back 
home from the Honduras. 
In 1984 the autonomy pro- 
cess was started and in 
1985 the relocated Miskitos 
were allowed to go back to 
their villages on the Rio 
Coco. 

(Continued Next Week) 
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Saskatchewan Metis, Non - Status face dilemma 
NEWS ANALYSIS. 
By Laurent C. Roy 

It is obvious that a 

dilemma exists within the 
rank and file of the Associa- 
tion of Metis and Non - 
Status Indians of Saskat- 
chewan (AMNSIS) which 
nobody other than an anti - 
Jim Sinclair wishes to 
address publicly. That 
group had the courage to 
speak their minds at the 
AMNSIS annual assembly 
held on July 24 and 25 at 
Batoche, Saskatchewan. 

The choice of the 
"dilemma" is in order, for 
the New World Dictionary 
defines the noun as: " --an 

argument necessitating a 
choice between equally 
unfavorable or disagreea- 
ble alternatives; any situa- 
tion in which one must 
choose between unplea- 
sant alternatives. 

The reason why this 
dilemma exists among 
AMNSIS elected execu- 
tive, board of directors and 
members, is Jim Sinclair's 
political maneuvering other 
and tactics to delay a little 
longer his inevitable remo- 
val as president of AMNSIS. 

Sinclair's clever man- 
euvering to stay in power, 
bolstered by the support to 
the delegates (by, a very 
narrow margin) has created 
a major political rift among 
the rank and file of the 
association. 

This political rift was 

clearly demonstrated by 
some of the attending dele- 
gates at the annual assem- 
bly, which usually allows for 
"bear pit sessions." This 
assembly was no different. 
This evidence of turning 
loose the wolves to rip Sin- 
clair apart was a clear indi- 
cation that -there is a silent 
majority out there wishing 
that Sinclair would commit 
political suicide. 

This anti- Sinclair move- 
ment not only involves the 
ousted Metis leaders such 
as Rob Bishop, Frank 
Tomkins and George 
Morin, but also includes 
members from the execu- 
tive and board of AMNSIS. 
These members mirror 
anxiety and unrest to the 
membership, yet at the 
same time, try desperately 
to present a facade of unity 
and harmony. 

Take malcontents who 
have lost their bids for posi- 
tions within AMNSIS are 
making all the noise to 
"dump" Sinclair from the 
presidency; however, I 

suspect that these mal- 
contents, or "honest politi- 
cans," are being channelled 
by some of the present 
executive and board 
members to spearhead and 
anti -Sinclair movement 
sanctioned by most of 
them. But they will not 
come forth to be identified 
and lay their cards on t íße 

table for all to see. 

There are power plays 
quarterbacked by some of 
the old vanguard who wish 
to remain anonymous, and 
in these jockeying power 
plays, someone will even- 
tually become the sacrifical 
lamb, a casualty of his own 
making. 

Some of the Metis 
members are outright bold 
in asking Jim Sinclair to 
tender his recommenda- 
tion does not materialize, a 
"non -confidence " vote 
usually develops, with Sin - 
clair always managing to 
hang on. 

This year's annual 
assembly was no different. 
There was an ,attitude of 
ostracism prevailing 
through -out the two -day 
political meetin, but as 
usual, a "wait and see" 
game developed. 

Again, Sinclair survived 
another campaign, I sup- 
pose much to the chargin of 
the backbenchers. 

To completely under- 
stand the existing dilemma 
surrounding AMNSIS, one 
must know of its history 
and how this organization 
became unique. 

In the late 1960s, Mal- 
colm Norris, Alex Bishop, 
Don Neilson, and a few 
Metis members reactivated 
the Metis movement is 
Saskatchewan. This move- 
ment was not new, how- 
ever, for it was the Metis 
Society of Saskatchewan 
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reactivated from its short 
sleep. 

In the recruitment cam- 
paigns launched by the late 
Malcolm Norris, there was. 
no need to classify or iden- 
tify yourself as a Non - 
Status or Metis, because 
you either qualified as an 
"Indian" or a "Half- Breed." 
The Non -Status Indian 
question never surfaced, 
although a few did maintain 
their identity as Non -Status 
Indians. It was never an 
issue among the member- 
ship of the Metis Society of 
Saskatchewan. 

Shortly after Norris's 
death, the Metis people 
were inspired by a young, 
dynamic 'half- breed" from 
southern Saskatchewan. 
His name -Jim Sinclair. 

Sinclair quickly caught 
the imagination of the "half - 
breeds" in Saskatchewan. 
He has feisty, intelligent, 
street smart, and above all, 
a great orator inspiring the 
"half- breeds" to rally 
around the flag and take up 
the cause. Sinclair was a 
protege of the contreversial 
Howard Adams. (I remem- 
ber the first time Sinclair 
arrived in Ile -a -la- Crosse, in 
1968, to address the Matis.) 

Sinclair recruited the 
best "half- breed" brain 
power that existed in Sas- 
katchewan at that time, and 
throughout the years mas- 
tered the art of politics. The 
Metis Society of Saskat- 
chewan was a political force 
to be reckoned with and 
some of the credit should 
be attributed to him. 

The foundation of the 
Metis Society of Saskat- 
chewan was reinforced 
with staunch Metis support 
staff, resource personnel 
and good leaders -leaders 
with vision and aspirations. 
The "half- breeds," now 
referred to as Metis, were 
represented by one of the 
most dynamic organization 
in western Canada. 

In 1976, the Metis Society 
of Saskatchewan officially 
changed its name to Asso- 
ciation of Metis and Non - 
Status Indians of Saskat- 
chewan (AMNSIS) to 
represent the now distinct 
two'Aboriginal peoples who 
had two common den- 
ominators-- poverty and 
oppression. They were a 

people with no land, no 
rights, no guarantees of any 
type, and yet who survived 
the hardships because of 
their adaptability and 
fortitude. 

It was with this persist- 
ence, fortitued and political 
clout launched that the 
leadership of AMNSIS 
pursued federal and pro- 
vincial governments to 
make concessions towards 
the socio- economic plights 
of the Metis and Non - 
Status Indians in Sask- 
atchewan. 

AMNSIS was the voice 

for both Native groups to 
equally voice their issues 
and concerns. Their objec- 
tives and goals were the 
same. Political equity pro- 
moted equality among the 
Metis and Non -Status Indi- 
ans. There was equal foot- 
ing both groups. 

However, with the patri- 
ation of the BNA Act and 
the amendments of the 
BNA Act 1982, the signing 
of the Constitutional 
Accord, the court injunc- 
tion and the guarantee of 
two Metis seats at the Con- 
stitutional table the political 
equity began to disappear 
within AMNSIS. The solid- 
arity that once was a hal- 
lmark of AMNSIS was 
slowly being eroded by new 
twists in the Constitutional 
Process. 

The introduction of Bill 
C -31 and the implementa- 
tion of the bill by the federal 
government, put an addi- 
tional wedge between the 
Metis and Non -Status Indi- 
ans of Saskatchewan, 
although both sides argue 
this is not the case. 

However, one has only 
to observe the latest 
development -the intro- 
duction fo the new Metis 
Constitution of Saskat- 
chewan passed at the 
annual assembly -to con- 
firm that unity and solidar- 
ity are fading. The move- 
ment to split AMNSIS has 
started and cannot be rev- 
ersed. It is inevitable! 

The members of AMN- 
SIS passed two resolutions 
at the Constitutional Sum- 
mit meeting held March 26 
and 27 in Prince Albert to" o io " 
encourage an weScome 
Non -Status Indians to 
remain as full participating 
members" and to "establish 
an Interim Non -Status 
Committee" to begin 
developments that will 
safeguard the interests of 
the Non -Status Indians. - 

These two resolutions 
calls for a "smooth transi- 
tion" and with the groups to 
remain under the same 
umbrella until at least 1988. 

Again, at the annual 
assembly these resolutions 
were challenged with 
George Morin calling for 
the separation now. Many 
members of AMNSIS 
agreed but refused to act 
accordingly, holding stead- 
fast to having a "smooth 
transition." This decision 
only prolongs the internal 
rift that has developed 
among the old vanguards 
to ANMSIS. 

There is a strong under- 
current that implies that 
Jim Sinclair should remove 
himslef voluntarily and with 
dignity because some 
members feel "there are 
qualified Metis leaders to 
shoulder the responsibili- 
ties of negotiating at the 
constitutional table." 

Maria Campbell outright 

asked "What do you want, 
Jim? We 'll give you half of 
the funding to finance your 
start-up organization.' 

Sinclair replied, `1 do not 
want Metis funds allocated 
to the Metis people of Sas- 
katchewan nor will I beg for 
it! Well seek the necessary 
funding from other govern- 
mental departments. Make 
a motion and let the mem- 
bership decide." 

Once again, Sinclair 
called the bluff and won. 
Sinclair is still the leader of 
AMNSIS. This is fact does 
not resolve the dilemma, 
but rather contributes 
further resentment from 
some members. 

The question remains, 
"What does Jim Sinclair 
want ?" There are many 
answers, unqualified of 
course, to the question. 
However, it appears Sin- 
clair still wants to be "the 
champion fighter" for Metis 
rights at the next Constitu- 
tional talks in 1987. He 
wants to see AMNSIS to 
remain the same until the 
"smooth transition" is final- 
ized in 1988. 

Sinclair is a master of 
outmaneuvering his oppo- 
sition and that is why he is 
still the leader of AMNSIS. 
His persistence (although 
he claims he is an Indian, a 

Non -Status) to remain as 
leader of AMNSIS is very 
admirable and his desire to 
continue to act as a chief 
negotiator for Metis rights 
is very commendable. 

However, when he admits 
that "I'm an Indian" and has 
taken up the cause of the 
Non -Status full time, leav- 
ing the Metis cause to the. 
Metis executive to develop, 
it is time for Sinclair to 
relinquish his stranglehold 
on the Metis people and 
pass on the torch to other 
qualified Metis leaders of 
Saskatchewan. 

There is a principle to be 
upheld. The Metis people 
are a race, a NATION that 
survived one hundred 
years of suppression. The 
Metis National Council's 
Declaration of Rights only 
identifies Metis rights and 
the new Metis Nation Con- 
stitution of Saskatchewan 
segregates itself from the 
Non -Status. It is only politi- 
cally smart to have a Metis 
leader at the helm, not a 

self- appointed "Indian." 
To use Jim Sinclair's own 

word, taken from the 
sworn affidavit (page 14) 
dated March 7, 1983: "...it is 

our view that the Non - 
Status Indians must be 
represented by the Indian 
delegation at the First Min- 
isters Conference. They 
are not Metis and are not 
entitled to one of the Metis 
seats." 

Now do you see the 
dilemma surrounding the 
Metis and Non- Status of 
Saskatchewan? 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Indian Affairs needs 
strong leadership 

Last week, "Windspeaker's" new Ottawa 
columnist, Owenadeka, offered a brief introduc- 
tion to the new Minister of Indian Affairs, Bill 

McKnight. 
It was not an encouraging report. Maybe part 

of the problem is his personal style, so different 
from his predecessor, the affable and enthusias- 
tic David Crombie, who always seemed so eager 
to listen to Indian people and respond positively 
to their concerns. 

As Owenadeka indicated in his column, 
McKnight did not seem eager at all to answer 
media question, and indicated even less 
enthusiasm for finding out about the people who 
are his new responsibility. 

It may be unfair to judge the new minister 
harshly on his basis of one brief interview, one 
column about him or even how he measures up to 
the small in stature, big in service Crombie. But 
with so many critical issues facing Indian people 
in which McKnight will have a major role, we 
can't help but be concerned at the slow speed 
and reluctant manner in which McKnight is 
dealing with them. 

And we can't help but be particularly 
concerned over the report that as Owenadeka 
wrote, "as the minister of housing and 
labour...he tended to let the bureaucracy run the 
show. Civil servants would make the 
recommendations and set policy and he'd go 
alon ." 

We have to agree with Owenadeka's 
conclusion that operating the Department of 
Indian Affairs that way "would be a recipe for 
disaster...especially since it's no secret that the 
real enemy of Indian progress is the department 
itself. Letting the bureaucracy mn the minister 
would be like letting a child molester run a day 
care centre." 

McKnight has said he plans to spend the 
summer months on his farm in- Saskatchewan 
reading his briefing books- prepared by the DIA 
bureaucracy. We don't think he'll get a true pic- 
ture of the Indian situation in Canada there. It 
would have been far more encouraging -and 
beneficial -if he had spent the summer travelling 
the country visiting powwows and Indians days, 
meeting Elders and leaders and ordinary Indian 
people who are now his responsibility. If he really 
watched and listened, he would get a true and 
accurate picture no briefing book could provide. 

Further more, neither McKnight nor Indian 
people can afford a summer's delay in dealing 
with the critical issues facing Native people. 

For one thing, there is much to be done and 
precious little time to do it, in preparation for the 
final First Minister's Conference on Aboriginal 
issues scheduled for April 1987. 

In addition there a number of ongoing critical 
concerns which must be dealt with: land claims, 
self vernment, funding, etc. 

If McKnight won't act, and act fast, then the 
onus must be on Indian leaders once again to 
push for such action. 

It McKnight is not motivated to provide strong 
leadership, his bureaucrats can be expected to 
drag their feet again until it's too late, and too 
little has been done. 

We want your opinions 

Please write: 

Editor 
Windspeaker 

15001 - 112 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Lubicon defends protest 
Dear Editor: 

Your July 18; 1986, editorial on Sports and Politics 
takes a strange view of the Lubicon Lake Olympic 
boycott, especially for a Native newspaper. 

The modern Olympic Games are not and never have 
been primarily a sports event. Rather they are and 
always have been primarily a political event, intended to 
prove some political point, such as the supposed 
superiority of one race over another, or one country 
over another, or one political system over another. 

The point which the people behind the 1988 Calgary 
Winter Olympics hope to make is that they can host a 
major international event as well or better than 
anybody else. Pulling it off, they think, will earn them 
enhanced international respectability and credibility. 

These same people are every day using and abusing 
and cheating Native people in every area that counts, 
from constitutional talks and Aboriginal rights to treaty 
rights and land claims. These are the things that really 
matter to our survival as Native people, not the empty 
talk about sports and politics not mixing, and not the 
bones which they throw to us at times like this, such as 
the little bit of money they pay us for dressing up and 
performing traditional dances at their opening 
ceremonies, or the few dollars which they let us make 
selling handicrafts to tourists. 

If these people are successful in their efforts to use 
the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympics to achieve enhanced 
international respectability and credibility, then forcing 
them to take us and our rights seriously will be even 
tougher. However, if we can use the 1988 Calgary 
Winter Olympics to focus international attention on the 

abuse of Aboriginal rights in Alberta, then we might 
inspire these same people to take us a little more 
seriously. 

You ask why political leaders don't keep sports out of 
their political arenas. This is a question which ignores 
the reality of the modern Olympic movement. A better 
question might be why athletes don't refuse to 
participate in international political events. 

You say that political leaders who don't "keep sports 
out of their political arenas" are acting like children, "as 
if to say my son is not going to play with your son 
because we don't like your family or the house you live 
in." You're wrong about whose position is childlike. It's 
those who refuse to recognize the political reality of the 
modem Olympic movement, and who therefore allow 
themselves to be used in ways which are against their 
own basic interests, who are the children. 

Of course we should support and encourage our 
youth and our Native athletes. And of course we 
should take pride in their accomplishments. But we're 
fools if we let the other side dazzle us with talk about 
sports and politics not mixing, and then let them go 
unchallenged when they try to use the 1988 Calgary 
Winter Olympics to convince people around the world 
that they are decent human beings, while at the same 
time they are stealing everything we have and are and 
need to survive as Native people. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard Ominayak 
Chief, Lubicon Lake Band 

leader offers poem 
Dear Editor: 

Being an attentive reader of your very informative 
Native newspaper here in prison, I felt it best that I write 
and contribute a poem that I wrote here in segregation. 
I hope you can find space for it in your newspaper. 

I'm a full- blooded Cree, from Ft. Chipewyan, Fort 
McMurray, Alberta area. I'm presently serving eight 
years for fighting with the law,' so to speak. 

Your newspaper is very informative for me here, as 
there's always happenings from Alberta in it. I can really 
relate to the newspaper, as I'm proud to read of Native 
people, and their achievements and such, through 
education and Native awareness. 

I'd like to have a subscription to your newspaper, but 
I can't afford it, as the pay level in prison is next to 
nothing. But I read the odd newspaper I get by chance 
here in prison. 

Keep up the good work you're doing for Native 
publications. 

- o Yours in Brotherhood 
of Native people, 

G.W. Knife 

An Indian in Prison Dreams 

I had a peaceful dream, again last night, 
I dreamed of Maidens and Warriors, of times gone by, 
everything in the dream, really seemed so right, 
All were so happy, somewhere in the Great Spirits' sky. 

They were hunting, living and loving like in the past, 
They were not on reservations, or in stone houses so 
cold, 
They were out on the plains, on horses so fast, 
racing with the wind, like in days of old. 

Warriors on horseback, all in a straight line, 
graceful in formation, like the Wild Geese, 
The Maidens all pretty, and they dressed so fine, 
Elders and children too, all living in peace. 

But all too soon, my dream ended last night, 
B1 tt someday I know, that somewhere in the long run, 
I'll -join my people, on my solo spirit flight, 
Because in the end I believe, there is peace for 
etteryone. 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Opinion 
wagamese.... 

Reader objects 
to late delivery 
Dear Editor: 

I would be interested in knowing why I don't receive 
my edition of Windspeaker until two weeks after it is 

published. 
I live in Whitecourt and while I realize that the mail is 

occasionally slow, I don't feel that we can blame 
Canada Post entirely. 

I have been specifically interested in employment 
opportunities but by the time I receive my copy of your 
paper, the competition date has already passed or I 

have only one day to get my resume in. I find this very 
frustrating as I'm sure others do as well. 

Improvement in this area would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Rose Pelkey 
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Ahneen, tansi and hi, how are ya? Maybe we should 
be asking how high are you instead. If you weren't high 
enough a short time ago the North Saskatchewan 
might have moved your home address a couple of 
hundred muddy miles east of here. 

Of course since most of prairie Indians figure 
untapped water to be a natural hazard anyway you're 
probably pretty good at avoiding it already. Us more 
bush oriented types who figure rivers are supposed to 
be blue, not gray or green, leave the flatland version of 
the stuff pretty much alone also. 

However, speaking of being swept away, watching 
water flow, picking berries, driving highways can do 
that to you to. One of the cheapest most relaxing forms 
of personal entertainment is when we just let our pictu- 
resque minds carry us...away...wherever, 
whenever...wherever. 

Living in the city can turn a life pretty wierd. Where 
do people born and raised there, go in their minds to see 
beauty and know peace. We have memories of shadow, 
hills and mornings wrapped in trees. You close your 
eyes and go there to give your spirit peace. Where do 
city people turn when they reach out for such as these? 

Our rights as Indians are about as popular amongst 
the non -Native population as in womens' liberation or 
feminism as it's called these days. In the states they 
made a silver dollar with Susan B. Anthony, an early 
American feminist minted on it. People down there 
refused to use it so the coin is no longer made. When 
our aquiline brown faces appeared on quarters those 
got spent along with the rest. If they refuse to respect 
the basic rights of persons who raise their kids or sleep 
with them at nights, we are even more distant from their 
hearts. What do you suppose our chances of having 
our rights recognized are? 

My uncle David told me this story about a friend of 
his who had a job guiding tourists. One day a forest fire 
broke out not far from there. Now a person can make 
better money fighting fire than they can at guiding. So 
this guy decided to ask for some time off so he could 
make some quick cash. The grumpy camp owner of 
course asked him why. "Because my country is on fire," 
he answered, getting both a laugh and a couple of days 
off from his boss. 

66 per cent of the inmates in the Prairie region of the 
Correctional Services of Canada are Native in some 
manner. The steely grip of the law touches many of us 
sooner or later. Howard Adams, a Native historian 
once said, "a hundred years ago they sent the North 
West Mounted Police, who later became the R.C.M.P., 
out west to save us from the American whiskey traders. 
i wonder who they're going to sent to save us from the 
RCMP?" Actually it is not simply a problem of who 

r` Dlr La V9"C PJPL° 
DPL6' 1Ed3 drAl1CJ l° br'aFa 

d bA69 DCP 

Vy 

braf AD9r`V° PJPL°4 P"PDQ.D 

A ' Ad PC n>-<"i ari rC PC D 

ran' aA'7° Fa C69 Ay^CLIr` Pb 

' bA( <PIS` Ad Lb CPUr Vyd P 

C Ar<so-r A^/r9A' 

P17( Aa'C° A"b.'P JrbC° adl<U 

' AU.° b3>3' <d1Cr PC A'1C 4C P 

"A' Vb CC.° LLDAP VydC Qci'i° AU* 

o 

VydL Pb. al Pb. ' PC 4D^bCr` 

Vy` Pb' Ad C69 vb. PC A 

rDr` Vb. PC ACP C'( VAUCP V 
b. dC P6' n4- PC AI.(QO P"A: 
' PC r64/(r P"A' VA. Ar LLDA 
C.A. 4dr PJPL° 4D"917ba a4- b1:1 

y" PC ACL C'( VAUCP` 
P.O..' PLr^dCL C"( Ur' 0.4lar 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 

applies the law or even the law as such but it's hard to 
think that when the Queen's own cowboy is dragging 
you off to jail by the wrists. 

Speaking of dressing funny, what's hapening to Hal - 
low'een? Last time the kid and I went out, there were 
very few short ghosts and pint sized gobblins out prow - 
lin' around after goodies. In many American cities 
where kids have swallowed poisoned candy and bitten 
into raxorblades stuck inside apples, the whole thing 
has been cancelled. Turnes out there are more real 
creeps and monsters in those housed than there are 
pretend ones out in the street. When that society critic- 
izes our they don't have to look very hard to find 
problems with their own. 

To explain my dancing abilities I tell my wife that 
these Aboriginal feet just aren't used to those non- 
North American rythmns yet. She then gives me a long 
and convincing list of Indians who can dance like crazy. 
Using that arguement she got me up for this slow 
country turn. "Besides that look how dark and crowded 
it is, nobody will even see you," she said. 

Well we went ahead and pryed our way into the 
middle of the packed dance floor. Just when i figured I 

had at last found a compatible dance form, my friend 
Ernie snuck up behind me out of the waltzing shadows. 
"So Wagamese, I see you can't dance to this either eh?" 
he says. 

Whenever an Indian Affairs official would drive up to 
the band office someone would always be sure to ask," 
Hey there Jim, how is our car running these days ?" We 
thought that pretty funny but Jim never did. 

Did you know the world could end in thirty three 
minutes from now? Eight minutes if they fire those 
nuclear weapons from submarines. Boom. No more 
Edmonton. After that radiation and other lethal bomb 
pollution would get most of us, maybe all of us, no 
matter how far a person hid in the bush. 

Scary right? Which makes me wonder why we aren't 
involved in the anti -nuclear to find a way to put to stop 
that craziness. Maybe it's because we've been involved 
in our own version of that protest for over five hundred 
years. The peace activist in front of the White House in 
Washington pleading,. "Ronny please don't blow us all 
to bits," isn't saying anything much different than we've 
been all this time. 

There are other ways of looking at things. Your way 
damages the life of the land and the people. Think of the 
kids then at least. 

Rumours fly around Indian country like seagulls. 
They're all over the place, squawking and generally 
making nuisances of themselves. It is only when you 
pay too close attention to them, to the ones directed at 
you, the ones that fly by direct overhead that you can 
end up suffering their messiest consequences. 

Oh, okafft efë äfë "we in terms of our day. Time to 
get our minds thinking productively again. Too much 
staring way off at nothing in particular can leave you 
further and further behind. You could end up com- 
pletely left behind. Maybe end up in a nice safe room 
wearing a nice, safe jacket with your arms crossed in 

fron and tied in behind. It would probably be pretty hard 
to read next weeks paper like that. It would probably 
even be harder writing for one in that condition too. 
Anyway let us both try to not get so tied up we can't get 
together again next week. 
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ERMINESKIN BAND 
Canadian and American 

Celebration 
and 

Indian Dancing Contests 
HOBBEMA, ALBERTA 

AUGUST 8th - 9 th - 10th 1986 

Ermineskin POW WOW Grounds 
Camping Day August 7th 1986 

HAND GAME 
TOURNAMENT 

$500000 
PRIZE MONEY 

plus entry fee money 
Contact: 
Tony Minde 585 -3741 

g' Don't . 
forget 0 the 
date 

I 
i 

4 Band Members 
GIVEAWAYS 

to be honored by arrangement 

AUGUST 
8th, 
9th 

10th 

See ®O 
you 
at 
the POW WOW 

Princess 
Contest 

for 
Four -Band 

Members Only. 
Begins 

Saturday - 1:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by: 

Maskwachees 
Cultural College 

s 

t 
it 

s I i 
®" 4 BAND 

0 MEMBERS 
®® GIVEAWAYS 

to be 
honored by arrangement 

Special Contest! 
"Men's Grass Dance 

(No Bustle) 
1st Prize $1000 00 

plus Custom Made "Texaco' Saddle 
2nd Prize $500 00 
3rd Prize $300.00 
4th Prize $200.00 
5th Prize $200.00 
Donation By TEXACO RESOURCES LTD. 

Free Camping t All Visitors Welcome 
* Security * Inter -Tribal Dancing All Three Days 

Traditional Giveaways * Singers Paid Daily 
* Honor Ceremonies 

Dance Contests Awards 
$20,00000 in Prizes 

MEN'S MEN'S 
'TRADITIONAL FANCY 

1st $1000.00 1st $100U.Ú0 
2nd $800.00 2nd $800.00 
3rd $600.00 3rd $600.00 
4th $200.00 4th $200.00 

Bars 
TRACtT!ONAL 

12 yrs. 8 Under 
LADIES LADIES 
FANCY TRADITIONAL 

1st $300.00 1st $1000.00 1st $1000.00 
2nd $200.00 2nd $600 00 2nd $600.00 
3rd $100.00 3rd $400.00 3rd $400.00 
4th $50.00 4th $200.00 4th $200.00 

Bors 
FANCY 

12 yrs. 8 Under 

GIRLS' 
FANCY 

12 yrs. 8 Under 

GIRLS 
TRADITIONAL 

12 yrs. 8 Under 
1st $300.00 1st $300.00 1st $300.00 
2nd $200.00 2nd $200.00 2nd $200.00 
3rd $100.00 3rd $100.00 3rd $100.00 
4th $50.00 4th $50.00 4th $50.00 

BOY'S GIRL'S GIRL'S 
FANCY TRADITIONAL FANCY 
7 8 Under 7 8 Under 7 8 Under 

1st $40.00 1st $40.00 1st $40.00 
2nd $30.00 2nd $30.00 2nd $30.00 
3rd $20.00 3rd $20.00 3rd $20.00 

ANNOUNCERS: $400.00 TOTAL 
ALL PARTICIPATING DANCERS MUST BE AT 

GRAND ENTRY ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 8th for the start of 
the POW WOW. Registration starts at 11:00 a.m. on 
FRI.. AUG. 8th - closes FRI.,AUG. 8th at 6:00 p.m. 

DANCING BEGINS: 
Friday 6:00 p.m. - Saturday 1:00 p.m. - Sunday 12:00 noon 

Three Grand Entries for Contestants 

Host Drum will be selected each day 

COMMERCIAL 
CONCESSION STAND FEE . $200.00 per day, 

3 days $600.00 
Supply your own power and hook -ups 

CRAFTS & SMALL STANDS $200.00 per day 
4 -BAND MEMBERS RATES AVAILABLE 

Carmen Wolfe - Phone 585 -3888 

INFORMATION CALL: 
Maurice Wolfe 
(403) 585 -3741 

DONATIONS 
Texaco Resources of Canada 

Char -Mur Beads 

BAND AND COMMITTEE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS, THEFTS OR TRAVELERS' AID 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Dropping it 

Rocky 
Woodward 
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Hi! Winston Wuttunee is branching out. 
Recently at the opening of the Grande Prairie Mus- 

koseepi Park, Winston and I talked and talked until the 
early morning hours. At one point he said, "Rocky. 
Since you're so unsure about yourself when it comes to 
your music and singing ability, I'm going to show you 
how to read notes, scale work, where I will sing part of a 
song and you will note it out on a music chart. All in one 
hour!" 

He did it! 

In four hours I learned more about music and how to 
become better then in all the years that I've Teamed 
music. 

Winston said the approach to teaching music is not 
to keep it above people's heads. I've got two weeks to 
practice before Winston checks up on my progress. Do 
..Re..Mi... 

Winston wants communities and people in general to 
know his wife and himself will be moving to Calgary very 
shortly. His new address in Calgary is: 

46 Harrow Place 
Calgary S.W. 

Ph. (403) 258-2863. 
Winston has also formed a company that operates 

out of Edmonton. The address for his company is 
Native Star Enterprise Ltd. 

705 Highfield Place. 
10010 - 106 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta. 
T5T 3L8 

Ph. (403) 425 -6752. 
Winston can be reached at either numbers. 

SAWRIDGE: On August 15, a celebration will be 
held at the Sawridge Reserve in honor of 20 years of 
service as Chief, for Walter Twinn. That's all we have 
on it but I understand that invitations are being sent out. 

DRIFTPILE: On August 13, the Driftpile Reserve will 
hold their annual Program Takeover Celebration, from 
Indian Affairs. 

The celebration, sponsored by the Lesser Slave Lake 
Regional Council will see the involvement of many 
Indian bands from across Alberta. 

For more information contact John Giroux at the 
Regional Council Office or Jim Giroux at 355 -3868. 

EDMONTON: Metis Local 1885, Bruce Gladue 
called to let people know a Volunteer Party will take 
place at the Bonnie Doon Community Hall on 9240 -93 
Street. 

"The party is in appreciation of all the people who 
have helped and supported Local 1885, since its begin- 
ning. A lot of people volunteered much of their time 
towards the local so we're having a party in their 
honor," commented Gladue. 

The party will start at 6 p.m. on August 15, with the 
barbecue and at 9 p.m. a dance will be held, featuring 
the Fourth Generations Band. During breaks the band 

will take, a D.J. who will supply music for everyone's 
enjoyment. 

The dance is free to all volunteers and is open to 
everyone else at the low, low price of $5. 

Gladue said for everyone to come on out and have a 
good time. 

WABASCA: Remember Chuckie Beaver reporting 
that he was trying to arrange for a concert in his area to 
help support this Christmas Santa's Anomonyous ?: 
Well Chuckie says that is looks like a go for sometime in 
August and he will get back to us on the dates. 

"Right now I am tracking down entertainers who will 
volunteer their support to this important event," said 
Chuckie. 

Good Luck Chuckie. My ulgy dogs and I are 100 per 
cent behind you. Need back up singers? 

LAC ST. ANNE: Here are some great pit's taken at 
the annual pilgrimage. 

CARLYLE AND MICHAEL BOUVIER 
...Cold Bay, Saskatchewan 

ROSIE GON 
...Fort Rae, N.W.T., to Lac St. Anne 

Driftpile 
Band 

Congratulations! 
to the city of Grande Prairie on 

the Grand Opening of the 
Muskoseepi Park from the Chief 

and Council Members 

Dritipile Band #450 

General Delivery 
Driffpile, Alberta 

TOG OVO 

355 -3868 

Congratulations! 
to the city of Grande Prairie on 

the Grand Opening of the 
Muskoseepi Park from the Chief 

and Council Members 

G 
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PO Cr ADMINVS 

BOX #269 
SLAVE LAKE, ALBERTA 

849,4943 
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Kehewin protests trust for minors' funds 
By Donna Rea Murphy 

KEHEWIN - A move by 
the Department of Indian 
Affairs to place all revenue 
from oil and gas resources 
paid to minors into a trust 
account until they are 18 

years of age has come 
under fire by the Kehewin 
Reserve. 

The federal government's 
decision was sent recently 
to reserves and DIA regional 
directors which said: "No 
transfer shall be made to a 

parent or guardian of 
monies payable to a minor 
unless in accordance with 
the provincial laws of 
trusts, until further notice. 
In the meantime, all per 

capita distributions, in full, 
payable to Band members 
under the age of majority, 
shall be placed in accounts 
established by the 
Department for these 
individuals." 

Kehewin Chief Gordon 
Gadwa said the decision is 

a major one that will 
directly affect the residents 
of his reserve many 
adversely. 

Each individual band 
member receives $125 per 
month in royalty revenues 
for natural gas extracted 
from the reserve by Novalta, 
a local oil exploration and 
extraction company. The 
payments, under the new 
decision, would be placed 
in trust accounts rather 
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than paid to parents and 
guardians of the minors on 
the reserve. The issue has 
brought about a great deal 
of consternation and at the 
last general band meeting, 
the reaction was mixed. 

Many people are not in 
favor offie move because 
it looks like the government 
thinks parents and guardians 
aren't competent to run 
their children's lives properly 
and look after their best 
interests where this money 
is concerned, says Gadwa. 
"On the other hand, some 
people are in favor of the 

.idea because when these 
minors are 18 they will have 
a substantial account they 
can use to further their 
education or start a career 
or business. If there's 
something out there they 
want to pursue, the money 
will be there." 

Some large families, 
however, could face a 

drastically reduced monthly 
income that could seriously 
affect their standard of 
living. In a family of five, 
where three children are in 
elementary grades, the 
family goes from an added 
income of $625 per month 
to $250 per month. Some 
debt loads may not be fully 
met since this money has 
gone into appliances and 
home services in order to 
better family life for all. 

The federal government, 
however, is arguing that it is 

responsible for minors on 
reserves and these minors 
can hold the government 
responsible if they never 
see any of the resource 
money paid, explains Chief 
Gadwa. These young 
people could later sue the 
govemment if their parents 

or guardians do not turn all 
their resource money over 
to them when they turn 18. 

The issue has caused 
contention already between 
band members and the 
department of Indian 
Affairs. Gadwa is especially 
concerned that the reserves 
were not consulted fully 
beforehand when the 
Department decided on 
such a drastic move. 

"Because there was such 
a strong reaction from 

Kehewin and the surround- 
ing reserves, (Saddle Lake, 
Goodfish Lake) there has 
been contact with the new 
Minister of Indian Affairs, 
Bill McKnight, regarding 
the government decision," 
says Gadwa. 

The first deposit of 
payments into the trust 
accounts, slated for this 
month, has been postponed 
and there will be a legal 
decision. Both the depart- 
ment and the reserve are 

consulting their lawyers 
over the issue in order to 
resolve it to everyone's 
benefit. 

The reserves are arguing 
that under the Indian Act 
they have the right to 
control over monies paid to 
them on a per capita basis 
for extraction of natural 
resources from their land. 
Talks are expected to 
continue soon with no 
major decisions made 
without reserve input. 

School gets response 
From Page 3 

from Alberta Education 
have been positive. As 
soon as the community 
school status is instituted 
again by the province, 
Elizabeth would have an 
excellent chance of gaining 
it. Elizabeth is currently 
third on the list for 
department status and will 
be the first Native school 
with this designation. 

The school expects 12 
students to register for 
Grade eight in September, 
six of whom will be in the 
pre -vocational program, 
which means that one -half 
of their day will be spent 
taking courses that are a 

modified Industrial Arts 
course. 

Earlier this year a 
feasibility study was done 
on modernization and 
expansion of the school. 
Len Grant, Co- ordinator of 
School Building and 
Services, conducted the 
study and Lemire says it's 
not expected he'll recom- 

mend Industrial Arts or 
Home Economics. It would 
be very expensive to add to 
the building and also these 
courses are aimed at the 
higher grades and only 12 

students do not warrant the 
expensive additions. 

"What we're trying to do 
is answer to their needs as 
much as possible," Lemire 
said in commenting about 
the parents group concerns 
and changes. "They might 
not have received a full 
package but we are doing 
what can be done and 
showing that we are 
committed to the school 
and its betterment." 

One complaint that had 
been voiced by a parent 
was the condition of books 
'arid desks. It was charged 
the school receives the 
rejects of old books and old 
desks, second- hand material 
from other schools." 

Lemire pointed out that 
this policy is true throughout 
the school district. 

"We (the school board), 
are opening up a new 
school in the town of 
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Bonnyville and we'll be 
using old desks and texts 
from the existing school. 
This exchange is practised 
among all school districts 
where equipment, texts 
and facilities are kept in 
circulation and rotated as 
long as possible. We've 
purchased new desks for 
the Grade eight program 
since they need bigger sizes 
than what is there. It's just 
economics and common 
sense." 

Next year the systems 
evaluation will be done 
locally, as a final move to 
meet parent concerns. 
Each year a school is 
evaluated, its teachers and 
programs are scrutinized 
by evaluators who sit in on 
classes for one week to 
determine possible problem 
areas and suggest methods 
to better deliver education 
to the students. In the past 
it was done by the 
Department of Education 
out of Edmonton. This 
year the evaluation team 
will be made up of the 
principal, a few teachers 
from the school and a few 
outside administrators. 
The program will also be 
designed and prepared 
locally. 

For a final improvement, 
the opening day exercises, 
usually held the first day of 
school on a rotating basis 
between Bonnyville and 
Grand Centre, will be held 
at the Settlement with mass 
said by Father Bois, the 
local priest and will only 
involve students and parents 
from the Settlement school. 
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Metis symposium set for Bonnyville 
By Clint Buehler 

A Constitutional 
Symposium will be held at 
the Bonnyville Agriplex 
August 9 and 10. 

The free symposium, 
sponsored by Zone II 
Regional Council of the 
Metis Association of Alberta, 

is designed to address "the 
basic elements that are 
critical to our development 
toward self -government," 
according to Eric Ward, 
Zone II vice -president of the 
MAA. 

Resource people for the 
symposium are expected 
to include Jack Shields, 

Member of Parliament for 
Athabasca; Ernie Isley, 
Alberta Minister of Public 
Works and MLA for 
Bonnyville; Sam Sinclair, 
president, and other 
representatives of the 
MAA; Ron Rivard and 
other representatives for a 
number of other Native 

Economic development corporation 
formed by Zone 2 Metis council 

By Clint Buehler 

Action to solve Metis 
economic and employment 
problems has been taken 
by Zone 2 of the Metis 
Association of Alberta 
(MAA). 

The group has formed 
the Zone 2 Metis Economic 
Development Corporation 
to develop economic 
opportunities and provide 
jobs, says Eric Ward, Zone 
2 vice -president of the 
MAA. 

A major focus of the new 
corporation, Ward says, 
will be to seek opportunities 
in the oil industry, which is a 
major industry in the area. 

In addition to seeking 
contracts from oil com- 
panies, the corporation is 
also actively seeking oil 
industry representatives to 
serve on its board of 
directors. 

"We are also currently 
seeking resumes from 
Native business people 
who are interested in sitting 
on our board," Ward says. 

The corporation will be 
wholly-owned by the Metis 
people of the zone through 
the representation of Metis 
Local presidents on the 
Zone 2 Regional Council of 
the MAA. The council will 
control selection of corpora- 
tion board members and 
their ongoing removal and 
replacement. 

'We want the corporation 
to be profitable, with 
dividends going to Metis 
Locals in the zone to assist 
in funding their programs 
and projects," Ward says. 

The corporation has 
applied to the Northern 
Alberta Development 
Council for $13,000 in 
funding from the Northern 

Alberta Subsidiary 
Agreement. The money 
will be used for an initial 
start -up phase which will 
include hiring an executive 
director for three months 
to develop contracts, seek 
out opportunities and 
compile an inventory of 
Native and other businesses. 

In addition to seeking out 
contracts, the corporation 
will also become involved in 
providing education and 
training to operators of 
small businesses. 

Ward says funding may 
also be available from 
Alberta Economic Develop- 
ment and other government 
departments and agencies 
including the $245 million 
Native Economic Develop- 
ment Program, which has 
set aside $100,000 for each 
of 20 regions for economic 
development activity. 
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organizations and govern- 
ment departments and 
agencies including: the 
Northern Alberta Develop- 
ment Council, Alberta 
Native Women's Associa- 
tion, Social Services, Small 
Business and Tourism, 
Municipal Affairs and 
Native Secretariat. 

Ward stresses that the 
symposium is open to all 
people - Metis, Native and 
non -Native - who are 
interested in learning how 
constitutional issues affect 
Native and non -Native 
people. 

The main thrust of the 
symposium will be focussed 
on the four principal 
elements designated by the 
Metis National Council for 
consideration in the re- 
designing of the Canadian 
Constitution: 

1. That the Constitu- 
tion requires amending 
in order to recognize 
the right of Aboriginal 
peoples to self-govern- 
ment. 
2. That the amend- 
ment must commit 
government to the 
extent that each has 
authority to negotiate 
the jurisdiction and 
powers of self-govern- 
ment and land. 
3. The Constitution 
must provide protec- 

Community 
tion for negotiated 
self -government 
agreements. 
The symposium will 

devote half a day of 
discussion to each of the 
following four topic areas: 

1. Self -government - What is it? Who 
will it affect? 'How 
will it affect us? 
2. Self- government 
and land - Is a land 
base required to 
establish self- govern- 
ment? If a land base is 

not in place, how can 
it be established? Is 

there an alternative to 
land -based govern- 
ment? 
3. Self- government 
and social services - 
Child care. Elderly 
care. Dependent 
care. 
4. Self -government 
and economic devel- 
opment - The needs 
and resources avail- 
able to Native people 
in the region. The 
planning process 
necessary for eco- 
nomic development. 

Each topic area will be 
dealt with in three stages. 
First, a panel of government 
and organizational experts 
will outline the topic area. 
Then, the audience will be 
separated into small groups 
to discuss the information 
presented, problems they 
foresee, potential solutions, 
etc. Finally, each small 
group will report back to 
the whole symposium and 
there will be further discus- 
sion. 

A Cree interpreter will be 
available for all sessions. 
On Saturday evening, a 

free dance will be held. 
For further information 

on the symposium, contact 
Eric Ward, Zone II Metis 
Regional Council, Bonny- 
ville. Phone 826 -7483. 
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Phil Boyer has big plans 
By Terrry Lusk.) 

At 23, Phil Boyer has not 
yet put a band together but 
he is sure giving it a lot of 
thought of late. The young, 
talented, and ambitious 
man is in a new phase of life, 
having recently, cut an 
album under Winnipeg's 
Sunshine label. This was 
largely the result of his win- 
ning a talent show, one of 
many Boyer has already 
won. 

Last summer, Boyer 
latched onto first place in 
the "Back to Batoche 
Days" talent contest. In 
consequence, one of his 
prizes was 10 free hours of 
studio time at Sunshine. 

This past spring, Boyer 
took advantage of that gift 
and did a taping session. 
The result, was a new and 

first album entitled, `Slow 
Country" recently released. 

The album, also available 
on cassett, contains 10 
songs, four of which are 
Boyer's own compositions. 
One is a lively two -step 
balled called "Loui Riel." 
Another is an easy -going 
George Straight type cap - 
tioned"'Ihe Waltz." "Please 
Come Home" is a love bal- 
lad and "Say You Love 
Me," is a two -step, that is 
probably his best self - 
composition which has 
great back up and a pleas- 
ing melody. 

The remaining six num- 
bers include country chart 
hits; Seven Spanish Angels, 
Heavenly Bodies, The 
Cowboy Rides Away, She's 
Not Really Cheating, Wait a 
Little Longer, and I've Been 
Around Enough to Know. 
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The songs do not jump 
out at you with dynamism 

or high energy. Rather, 
they extend soft and even 
vocals of this new artist 
from Saskatoon, who not 
only possesses a vitality 
and quality which one must 
experience for themselves, 
but also versatility compli- 
mented by a wonderfully 
controlled vibrato often 
lacking by other beginning 
artists. 

Boyer's backup comes 
from two members of the 
popular Harvey Henry 
Band - Paul Kelly on base 
and Craig Fotheringham 
on lead, keyboard and syn- 
thesizers. Fiddle and lead 
guitar is performed by C- 
Weed's Clint Dutiaume; 
drums by Don Yuel and 
steel guitar by Art Alyea. 

A late bloomer, Boyer 
did not master the guitar 
until 1980 but now does so 
with the proficiency of the 
veteran. 

Boyer may not be what 
one would term a "pol- 
ished" artist but he's come 
a long way and is steadily 
improving with each pass- 
ing day. 

Born at Meadow Lake 
Saskatchewan, and the 
third of nine children to 
Rose and Felix, Boyer has 
always had a love for coun- 
try music and a hankering 
to do something about it. 

He won his first talent 
contest at the tender age of 
six on the local television 
show then known as "Tiny 
Talent" is Prince Albert. 
After that, there was no 
looking back as he con- 
tinued to win competitions, 
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PHIL BOYER 
...slow country and good picking 

the most significant being 
his first place win in 1985, at 
the annual "Back to Batoche 
Days." That win holds a 
special place in his heart 
because '85 was the cente- 
nary of the 1885 Northwest 
Resistance and Boyer has 
very strong alignments to 
his cultural heritage and 
Metis ancestry. 

Boyer has always found 
an essential element - 
support-in his family; his 
parents, from brothers and 

four sisters. All have been a 

strong influence and worked 
to help him achieve one of 
his goals, to record. 

While he continues to 
draw ever closer to a music 
career, Boyer is slated to 
entertain in Winnipeg dur- 
ing Country Music Week 
and this month at the Back 
to Batoche Days in Saskat- 
chewan where he will be 
promoting and marketing 
his new release, "Slow 
Country." 
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Winston weds Laura 
By Terry Lusty 

Winston David Wuttu- 
nee and Laura Sylvia 
Calmwind were wed, July 
19, in the company of tens 
of thousands of country 
music lovers at Craven, 
Saskatchewan during the 
Big Valley Jamboree. 

The long -time swee- 
thearts looked as if they 
were made for each other 
in their colorful ribbon - 
decorated apparel, bucks- 
kin and beads. 

A blending of traditional 
contemporary garments, 
rituals and ceremonies 
made for a pleasing and 
culturally- oriented wed- 
ding. The best man was this 
reporter, a long -time friend 
of Wuttunee's. The maid of 
honor was Calmwind's sis- 

ter, Sarah MacKay. Both 
wore ribbon garments as 

well. 
The setting for the wed- 

ding ceremony was the 
outdoors in the national 
surroundings beneath the 
watchful eye of the Creator. 

With patches of clouds, 
sunshine, and a light 
breezes, the occasion 
commenced with Wuttu- 
nee and his best man riding 
horseback, to Wuttunee's 
tipi camp, from the east. 

Once they'd dismounted, 
the two went and stood 
before 93 year -old Elder, 
Harry Bradant, Wuttunee's 
uncle and adopted father. It 

is he who acts as Wuttu- 
nee's spiritual advisor and 
is famous for his fine 
memory. 

Wuttunee, myself, Billy 
Brittian (world reknowned 
hoop dancer,) and Stephan 
(Wuttunee's son) then 
joined together in a sweet - 
grass smudging. 

The bride then ap- 
proached the group from 
the west accompained by 
her maid of honor, brides- 
maid and flower girl. 

Once this group had 
assembled, another sweet - 
grass ceremony was con- 
ducted. Brabant offered a 

prayer and Brittian sang 
an honor song. 

The Reverend David 
Squire performed the legal 

Christian portion of the 
ceremony, uniting the cou- 
ple in holy wedlock. 

He was especially pleased 
with the mixing of tradi- 
tional and contemporary 
customs for the wedding 
which included not only the 
exchanging of vows and 
rings but also eagle feathers. 

The rings, along with the 
feathers, were smudged in 

the smoke from sweetgrass 
and prayed over by Bra - 
bant before beingexchanged 
by the bride and groom. 

As rings and feathers 
were transfered, the groom 
tied two eagle plumes in his 

bride's hair and she tied one 
large feather in her hus- 

band's hair. 

Johnson Anotin, an 
uncle of the bride was the 
relative who gave her away 
to become one with 
Wuttunee. 

Calmwind's mother, 
Ellen MacKay, sang "Amaz- 
ing Grace" in Cree for the 
couple. She had travelled 
from Ontario for the special 
occasion. 

A specially composed 
love song by one of Wuttu- 
nee's backup singers, 
Honey Hill, was sung by Hill 
and llana Zaramba to the 
accompaniment of guitarist 
and friend Richad Den - 
esiuk. Yet another song 
was sung by Wuttunee's 
son, Eric. 

Following the formal 
ceremony, Brittian sang 
another. honor song after 
which everyone joined 
hands to participate in a 
customary round dance led 
and sung by Wuttunee. 

When all had been con- 
cluded, the wedding party 
moved to the main corn - 
pound of the Jamboree to 
sit down to a reception and 
feast replete toasts and 
speeches. The MC was 
George Tuccaro of Yellow- 
knife. 

After the feast, the bride 
and her mother presented 
gifts to family members, 
special visitors, and official 
members of the wedding 
party. 

About 4Opeople,attended 
the ceremony which was 

LAURA SYLVIA CALMWIND, WINSTON WUTTUNNEE 
...under warm summer sides wed on the fields of Batoche 

conducted in an open field 
just north of the Big Valley 
Jamboree grandstand. The 

site and date for the wed- 
ding had been decided 
about two months prior 
and selected because the 
groom knew that many of 

his relatives would be on 
hand attending the Jam- 
boree. 

In speaking to the guests, 
the bride and groom told of 
how they had met and 
knew they were meant to 
one day be man and wife 
sharing their lives together. 

The balance of this day 
was taken up with visiting at 
the bride and groom's 
camp and songs performed 
by these present who are 

blessed with the gift of 
song. In all, it was a moving, 
colorful, and happy oc- 
casion. 

(We at "Windspeaker" 
take this opportunity to 
congratulate and share in 
the joy of Winston and 
Laura's exchanging of 
vows and commitment in 
the presence of our 
Creator.) 
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All facilities open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Travellers Cheques, Mastercard 
& Chargex Welcome 

Box #179 
Morley, Alberta 

TOL INO 

1977 DODGE 

RAMCHARGER $2639 s,k u6-6035Á VB 

AT. P5. PB........ 

1977 RANGER XLT 

SUPERCAB 
SIk. 46- 542682.460 

ir ai d. r coo 
PS. PB. 

urse $3657 till. n 
stereo.._ 

1977 CHEV' /4 TON 

SCOTTSDALE 
Stk #6 -6232A CAN 19''t1 ,o. 

Frontier Camper. 350 

$7555 cruise. 
PS.ass 

ette .lilt. cassette 

1979 GMC SIERRA CLASSIC 
Stk. #6- 9013A.9 
pass. $6788 454 S barba . 

tilt. cruise. stereo... 

1981 FORD RANGER XLT 

LARIAT CAMPER SPECIAL 
Stk. #5- 20548.351 $8991 
CB. AT. ilt. r stereo ter 

1982 DODGE RAMCHARGER 

ROYALE SE 4X4 
SIk #P,16090. V8. 

e. PB. $9997 c d. 
stPreO. low miles 

1982 GMC SIERRA CLASSIC 

1982 SUZUKI 

SJ 4PD4A4 $5444 a P -166Á. only 
44.000 km 

1982 GMC SIERRA CLASSIC 

DIESEL 
so, #5- 6196A.379 
VB. AT. PS. PB. till 

wo tone 

1983 GMC S -15 EXT. CAB 

4X4 
Stk. #6- 3532D. V6. 

AT PS. PB. stereo $8998 
SPECIAL UNIT!!! 

1985 TOYOTA LE 

PASSENGER VAN 

$13,988 

POIMIk 
E 
983 GMC 'h TON 

PICK -0P 
$7449 SIk.K -UP .V8 

AT PS.PB 

1983 GMC HI-SIERRA 1/2 

TON 
Stk PB. V8. 
ST. PS.P6.3 tilt VO. 

,one 

'/z TON 1983 GMC S -JIMMY 4X4 
SIk. u5- 2007A. VO Stk. 46 -1879A F 

AT. PS PB. two $7997 AT. PS. PR only $8888 
tone. cassette tilt 57.000 km.... 

THE AFTER SALES SERVICE MINDED PEOPLE 

1984 CHEVY 4X4 HI-BOY 
Stk 45-8085E. full conversron. 
loaded with all the options and trick 
suspension. custom intenor. special 

aheelwheels $16,555 aDar 
d lots more.... 

1984 GMC' /. TON 

VANDURA 
P-622 V8. vv AT. PS. PB. 

1984 GMC'' /z TON 

PICK -UP 
Stk. #LP -631. V8 $ 
AT. PS. PB 8554 
1984 GMC HI- SIERRA 1/2 

TON 
SIk. 6-6121Á 

10,488 
/]{/j{ 

tilt. two tone 

delu eaopy 
1986 MAZDA CAB PLUS 
Stk 170. cnC S W $ 777 speed. AM /FM 9 
1985 DODGE' /. TON 4X4 
Stk. 46-3550Á 318 V8. 4 speed. PS 

PBw tvmtone. 

$10,489 ne Mittales 
only 40.000 km 

1985 GMC S -15 HIGH 

SIERRA 

Id% 

$8816 

Ron Hodgson Pontiacs 
Buicks 

..at¿5e CA.y ro Sr.,4l6et GMC Trucks 
The Dealership of Champrone 458 -7100 
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CATHERINE FRANCOIS 
...along with husband Benjamin, undisputed bannock 

and tea maker's since the Treaty Days began 

Elders honored 
By Donna Rea Murphy 
E L I Z A B E T H 
SETTLEMENT - As a 

wrap up to Senior Citizens 
Week, an appreciation 
night, potluck supper and 
dance was held at Elizabeth 
Settlement hall June 18 to 
honor the local pioneers. 

Following the recent 
death of the second-oldest 
resident, Monica Jacknife, 
the number of senior citi- 
zens has shrunk to eleven. 

As an added attraction of 
popular dance group, Jun- 
ior Travellers, performed 
for the guests and were 
awarded a Certificate of 
Recognition from AADAC 
District Administrator Joan 
Engler. The surprise award 
was given, says Engler, "in 
recognition of the fact these 
young people are outstand- 
ing role model for their 
peers. They've worked 
together and individually 

YOUNG PARTICIPATION 
...competitions was strong at Cold Lake's Treaty Days but loads óf fun 

Cold Lake holds Treaty Days 
By Donna Rea Murphy 

at developing independ- 
ence and self- esteem and 
doing positive things in 
their lives." She stated the 
dance group characterized 
the AADAC media cam- 
paign slogan "Challenge 
`86: Make the Most of a 

Good Thing - Make the 
Most of You!" 

After the supper the 
tables were cleared away 
and a dance was held for 
everyone's enjoyment. 

COLD LAKE - The 
annual Treaty Days cele- 
bration sponsored by the 
Cold Lake First Nations at 
LeGoff, near Cold Lake, 
Alberta, was a success this 
year with the weekend 
bright and sunny, after six 
weeks of rain. 

New Recreation Direc- 
tor, Brian Grandbois, 
supervised the facilities and 
competitions with able 
assistance from band 

members from both the big 
reserve at LeGoff and the 
smaller one at English Bay. 
The Bay area, cleared 

and cleaned, is the site 
where Treaty Days are 
held. A concession booth, 
dance floor and grand- 
stand, out houses and 
open -sided area for hand 
games were all constructed 
as a band project some 
years ago. This white sand 
and shallow water at the 
beach has been a favorite 
swimming and picnic spot 

Call First. / Questions? 
Problems 

? 

Canada pens 

ion plan 

Age Security 
Old I Alloan°es 
Family 

Canada, 
and Welfare 

Call Health 

der 
ent of canada 

listed 
Un 

the Government 

,,i. Health and Welfare Santé et Bien -être social 
'F Canada Canada Canadä 

for both the reserve 
members and local resi- 
dents for many years. 

Activities this July wee- 
kend featured a pie- eating 
contest,talent show, dance, 
canoe races, foot races, 

'bannock and tea -making 
competitions and on -going 
hand games and a dance 
with music supplied by a 

country band from Norht 
Battleford, Saskatchewan. 

By far the most popular 
activity was the bannock 
and tea -making contest 
with young and old partici- 
pating. The unbeaten, 
hands -down champion pair 
was Catherine and Ben- 
jamin Francois. While oth- 
ers were vainly fanning the 
smoke into flame and trying 
to keep the dough from 
catching fire. Catherine 
was handing out pieces of 
her already -baked bannock 
and spectators were drink- 
ing her already- brewed tea. 
Catherine also celebrated 
her 88th birthday on the 
same day of the contest. 
The pair took the top prize 
of $50. Since Treaty Days 
began, the two have been 
beaten in the contest. 

Other winners were 
Elmer Janvier and Clar- 
ence Scanie in the pie - 
eating contest; Maurice 
Blackman and fail Muskego 
taking first -prize in the 
mixed canoe race and Wal- 
ter Desjarlais and Stephen 
Looney took top prize 
money in the men's canoe 
race. 

Participation in the talent 
show brought out dancers 
and singers from local 
reserves as well as LeGoff. 
The annual celebration was 
well- organized and workers 
carried out their duties 
competently and cheerfully 
making the festivities a 

source of fun for all ages. 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Rain dampens Back to Batoche Days 
By Terry Lusty 

The 16th annual Back to 
Batoche Days in Saskat- 
chewan concluded on July 
20 in a torrent of rain but 
those in attendance "hung 
in" to observe the final 
events despite the incle- 
ment weather. 

The celebration which 
attracts thousands of peo- 
ple each year commenced 
July 25 in the evening with 
the official opening cerem- 
onies at which Metis Elder 
Medric McDougall from St. 
Louis and Julie Pitzel of 
Prince Albert offered spe- 
cial prayers. 

McDougall also had the 
distinct honor of being 
chosen as "Mr. Batoche" 
for 1986 along with Joyce 
Recette of Regina who was 
selected as "Ms. Batoche." 

The opening benefited 
from a ready -made audience 
that had gathered as a 
result of the annual assem- 
bly of the Association of 
Metis and Non -Status Indi- 
ans (AMNSIS) being con- 
cluded shortly before. 

With all the politics 
behind them, people were 
anxious to simply relax, 
participate in, and enjoy the 
cultural activities as is cus- 
tomary. And, that's exactly 
what they did beginning 
with an evening dance to 
the music of C -WEED 
BAND which was fresh 
from a performance at the 
Big Valley Jamboree in 
Craven. 

The two succeeding 
days, Saturday and Sun- 
day, proved to furnish and 
abundance of talent as 
Metis and Indians vied for 
top honors in traditional 
and contemporary events. 

Saturday blossomed into 
a sun -shiny day as campers 
continued to roll in. 
Although the attendance 
was down substantially 
compared to previous 
years, there was a healthy 
representation of contest- 
ants, particulary in the fid- 

dling, jigging, and talent 
contests as over 30 entries 
were registered in each of 
these categories. 

In Sports 

McKay of Saskatoon took 
second and Colleen Eyah- 
paise from Duck Lake got 
third place. 

The premiere fiddle con- 
test won by Steve Burns of 
Regina with Ernest Eyah- 
paise of Duck Lake taking 
second and Henry Gar - 
dippy of North Battleford 
third. 

In the morning, the fast - 
ball tournaments and child- 
ren's activities commenced 
with the fastball finals carry- 
ing over the following day. 
Due to Sunday's rainstorm, 
the finalists could not play 
off and had to content 
themselves with splitting 
first and place. 

In the men's division, the 
"A" side was split between 
the Gordon Hawks agd rho 

Ochapowace Power War- 
riors. On the "B" side, first 
and second was slit by the 
James Smith Reserve and 
Muskeg Lake. 

The Regina Raiders and 
the Canoe T!;e C rd: !; 
split first and second in the 
women's section with third 
going to the North Battle - 
ford Knights. 

In other sporting events, 
the horseshoe contest was 
won by Morris Poitras of 

MARIA CAMPBELL 
...tug of war at Batoche 

Regina, followed by Willard 
Dicus from Leask and Ger- 
tie Montgrande of La 
Ronge who took the 
women's category. 

The men's tug -o -war saw 
the Regina team beat out 
second place Cumberland 
House. In the women's div- 
ision, St. Louis bested Lisa 
Sanderson's team. 

Cultural Competition 

While the sporting events 
were being contested, the 
bannock baking competi- 
tion, co-ordinated by multi - 
times winner Rose Boyer, 
produced winners in the 
person of: 1st - George La 
Fleur of Slave Lake; 2nd - 

Edward Peterson from Reg- 
ina; and 3rd - Flora McKay 
of La Ronge. 

But, it is the fiddling, jig- 

ging, and talent contests 
which have always proven 
to be the highligh at 
Batoche and this year was 
no different. The prelimi- 
nary rounds of these con- 
tests as well as the square 
dancing were run off on 
Saturday afternoon and 
evening. 

The only event of these 
four to conclude on Satur- 
day was the talent contest 
which attracted 34 entrants. 
A newly- introduced judging 
format made the judges' 
task all the more onerous 
and no one knows that bet- 
ter than this reporter who 
happened to be one of 
them. 

As it turned out, both div- 
isions were won by female 
vocalists with Lisa Lambert 
of Meadow Lake winning 
the adult section with her 
rendition of "Why Not Me." 
Glen Ireland from Rocan- 
ville and Armand Murray of 
La Loche came second and 
third respectively. Ireland 
will be a force to reckon 
with in future as he dis- 
played good style and fine 
vocals. 

In the juvenile section, 15 

year-old Laurie Ann Church, 
also of Meadow Lake and 
last year's runner -up, gave 
a masterful perfn*; ;a¡ice as 
she easily bested her fellow 
competitors with her ver- 
sion of "Friday Night 
Blues." Second and third 
were won by Connie Mike 
from Duck Lake and Lor- 
ena Gardippy of North 
Battleford. - 

Both the juvenile and 
adult winners received a 
trophy plus 10 free hours of 
recording time at Sunshine 
Records in Winnipeg which 
is their contribution to the 
Batoche Days for the 
second straight year. 

Throughout the jigging 
and talent contests, Reg 
Bouvette again supplied 
most of the back up. Des- 
pite recent surgery which 
caused him to be in hospital 
for 93 days and a foot that 
was shooting with pain, the 
veteran fiddle player self- 
lessly contributed to the 
occasion. 

The evening dance had 
hundreds of teenagers lav- 
ishing in the music of C- 
Weed. Unfortunately, their 
music had little attraction 
to most of the older 
generation. 

The Finals 

Other Happenings 

In other activities, many 
of the older people felt neg- 
lected because, outside of 
the competitions them- 
selves, there was little for 
them to do. "Windspeaker" 
talked with several people 
who remarked that they 
would have enjoyed them- 
selves much more had 
there been some old time 
dancing. Perhaps, that 
format will be returned to 
next year. 

One could not conclude 
a report on the Batoche 
Days without recognizing 
the spiritual aspect in refer- 
ence to the procession to, 
and services at, the Batoche 
cemetery. 

On Sunday morning, a 
sweetgrass smudge and 
pipe ceremony was per- 
formed by Jean Baptiste 
Felix of Sturgeon Lake. 
Felix is the resident Elder at 
the Indian Cultural College 
in Saskatoon. 

Graveside services were 

presided over by Reverend 
Adam Cuthand and Father 
Gilles Doucette before a 
crowd of approximately 60 
people over half of who had 
arrived by car due to the 
rain. 

Once the services had 
concluded, this reporter 
sang a self composition 
about Batoche and dedi- 
cated it to those who had 
fought and died in 1885. 

The assembly then joined 
together in saying the "Our 
Father" before dispersing 
to carry out whatever plans 

they had for the balance of 
the day. 

For some unexplained 
reason, Batoche did not 
seem to deliver the excite- 
ment and vitality of years 
past. Whether it was 
because of the lower 
attendance, a spin-off from 
the annual assembly argu- 
ing, or for other reasons is 
unknown. Whatever the 
reason, people will con- 
tinue to return back to 
Batoche and, perhaps, the 
"Spirit of Batoche" will rise 
once more. 

REGINA'S STEVE BURNS 
...wins fiddle championship 

As the final events rolled 
around on Sunday, the 
cream of the crop surfaced 
in the square dancing as 
Alberta's own Kikino 
Northern Lights danced 
into the winner's circle fol- 

lowed by the Cote Cloggers 
and the Chief Beardy 
Memorial Dancers. The 
Opitsihmok group from 
Camsack took first in the 
intermediate section and 
Cree Land from Duck Lake 
got third. 

In the junior category, 
Cumberland House won 
first and Tinyville second. 

The senior men's indi- 
vidual jigging was won by 
Manitoba's Jim Dutiaume 
with George Geniale of 
Yorkton taking second and 
Timothy Cote from Cam - 
sack, third. 

Travis Youngchief cap- 
tured first in the interme- 
diate with Dale Cote and 
Vince McKay following. In 
the juniors, it was Jason 
Eyahpaise from Duck Lake 
winning and Beamer Mor- 
rison from Saskatoon and 
Albert Severight of Cam - 
sack placing second and 
third roesp lively. 

The women's senior jig- 

ging had Irene Caplette of 
Saskatoon best second 
place Bard Walker and 
Frances Underwook of 
Sandy bay who carne third. 
Connie Mike from Duck 
Lake came first in the 
Intermediate while Trish 

RED BARN 
3RD ANNUAL 

RODEO 
A UGUST 23 &24,1986 Biggest 

Rocieo 
n 

pkelond 
District 

eo y o p Thrilling Rides 

3e' and Excitement With 
West Coast Amusements 

1. ! SaturdayAugust 23,1986 
Rodeo Dance 
Danny Hooper 

and 
Country Spunk 
For Informati w 
92 i -3918 

NR 

*dde 
ro 

Event Sponsors 
Saddle Bronc - Champion Feeds 
Bareback Bronc - Hiram W^";er & Son Ltd 
Steer Wrest!!; tdmonton Journal 
Bull Riding - Molson 
Ladies Barrels - Molson 
Team Roping - Gray Beverages 
Calf Roping - CFCW 
Jr. Girls Barrel - Red Barn 
Jr. Steer Riding - Alberta Wildlife Park 

.IOUrnal oCrW 

Gate Admission 
$6.00 - Adults 

$5.00 - Students 
and Seniors 

6 yrs. & Under FREE 

FAMILY SPECIAL 
`cunplele Pass Only $2d'" Located on Lily 

Lake Road, between 
Bon Accord and 

Gibbons. 
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Urban park opens at Grande Prairie 
By Rocky Woodward 

The announcement by 
the Provincial Government 
for the development of an 
urban park for Grand 
Prairie on October 17, 
1980, with a grand total of 
10.7 million dollars allo- 
cated towards it, was real- 
ized on July 26, when the 
official opening of Musko- 
seepi Park was held. 

It was, for many years, 
the dream of many of 
someday have a park and 
according to the Mayor of 
Grande Prairie, E.J. Biais, 
"dreams can sometimes 
come true." 

"Many visualized this 
area that stretched through 
the whole river valley and 
once called moccasin flats 
because the Indians had 
settled here, and also the 
early settlers, that someday 
we would have a park here. 
We dreamed that if we had 
the money we would have a 

park and now that dream 
has been realized," com- 
mented Biais 

The opening of Mus- 
kosepi Park, a Cree name 
meaning "Bear Creek" was 
not without Native partic- 
pation. A familier face at 
many Native functions, 
Rose Auger, along with the 
traditional dance group 
from the Driftpile Reserve 
entertained for the public at 
the grand affair. 

SPIRITUAL LEADER ROSE AUGER 
... "we will dance on the grass of Mother Earth" 

FANCY DANCER 
...enlightens the crowd on tradition 

Rose Auger mentioned 
she and the group were 
proud to be a part of the 
grand opening, but also had 
another message for everyone. 

"We are proud we were 
asked to come and we are 
here to make you happy. 
We as Indian people are the 
keepers of the land. I 

believe the Great Spirit has 
brought us together so we 
must remember how to live 
in harmony with each ohter 
and the land. 

"We will dance but not 
on the stage. Our feet were 
not born for cement. We 

will dance on the grass, the 
Mother Earth," said Auger 
to a hushed crowd. 

Their participation was 
well applaused by the 
audience who also took 
part in the last performance. 

Well known singer Win- 
ston Wuttunee, hot off his 
performance at the Big Val- 
ley Jamboree at Craven 
Saskatchewan, was also 
well accepted by the crowd. 
Invited to perform at the 
two day event by the Grand 
Prairie Native Friendship 
Centre, Wuttunee was not 
without his wit and humor 

as he went through some 
very "Native" songs and 
jokes. 

Muskoseepi Park offers 
residents of Grande Prairie 
and its tourists many 
attractions. Since March of 
1982, public meetings were 
held to enable the public to 
react and submit sugges- 
tions on the parks concept 
planning. 

A Pioneer Museum and 
village is located on the 
park grounds and farm 
machinery from days gone 
by, the original town and 
fire hall and a early pioneer 
one room school house are 
but some of the sights that 

ZONE II METIS REGIONAL COUNCIL 
Invites you to participate in a 

people visiting the park can 
take in. 

The park consists of the 
Bear Creek Reservoir 
which has been utilized also 
for canoe rides. Live enter- 
tainment, slide and film 
shows are scheduled at the 
parks large new Pavilion. 
Nature hikes are also 
offered. 

Funding for the park was 
obtained through the 
Alberta Heritage Fund and 
according to the past Minis- 
ter of Recreation and 
Parks, Peter Trynchy, the 
provincial government will 
continue to fund the park 
until the year 2011. 

"Before I left office I left a 
message. My message was 
to see a presence of herit- 
age parks in every town in 
Alberta, that would be 
beneficial to all Albertan's," 
said Trynchy. 

A time capsul, with the 
agreement for funding up 
until 2011, among other 
items, is to be sealed away 
on the grounds of the park 
and not to be opened until 
2011. 

Other entertainers who 
performed for the grand 
opening were, Magician 
Murray Hatfield, the Legion 
Marching Band and Paul 
Hann. 

CONSTITUTIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
Members of the House of Commons and Alberta legislature, representatives of government departments and agencies, representa- 
tives of Native organizations and other resource people will be available to discuss: 

1. Self- government 
What is it? 
How will it affect us? 

2. Self- government and land 
Is a land base required 
to establish self- government? 

If a land base is not in place, 
how can it be established? 

.3. Self- government and social services 
Child care 
Elderly care 
Dependent care 

4. Self- government and economic development 
The needs and resources available 
to Native people in this region. 
The planning process necessary 
for economic development. 

Is there an alternative to land 
based government? 

August 9 & 10, 1986 
BONNYVILLE AGRIPLEX 

Bonnyville, Alberta 
FREE SYMPOSIUM & FREE DANCE AUGUST 9 

Zone II Metis Regional Council extends d^ nnen invitation to all people -Metis, Native 
and non- Native -who are interested in learning how constitui 6rial iga:as affect Native 
and non -Native people. 

For more information, contact: 
Eric Ward 
Zone 11 Metis Regional Council 
Bonnyville, Alberta 
Telephone: 826 -7483 
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Alexis rodeo big all -around success 
By John Morneau Gray 

The fourth annual Alexis 
Reserve Rodeo, held July 
26 and 27 was a success, 
despite a storm warning on 
the first day. The parade, 
crowning of Miss Rodeo 
and the events were right 
on schedule. 

The storm warning did 
affect attendance, with just 
over 200 the first day, pick- 
ing up to over 300 the fol- 
lowing day. 

Most of the registrants 
were non -Native, but there 
were a few home -growns 
such as Ringo Aginas and 
Frances Alexis. 

Ringo Aginas almost 
made his ride in the bare- 
back event, getting bucked 
off beside the fence. He did 
take a buckle for the Local 
High Point though, which 
moved him towards the 
money. 

Not a big man, Francis 
Alexis took a short ride on 
Meat Mountain in the bull 
riding event, getting thrown 
off at the start. he intends to 
continue in next years 
events. Terry Ditchuk from 
Drayton Valley took the 
bull riding buckle. 

The Rodeo Queen was 
none other than Alexis 
local Robin Kyme. Kyme 
did recieve a buckle and 
prizes. Gladis Helicrow, 
from Grouard, won half the 
ticket sales, with the rest 
going towards Robins' 
prizes. 

Young Denny Cardinal, 
a 15- year -old also from 
Alexis took a good three 
second ride in the steer rid- 
ing event. Mark Shirley of 
Edson, outlasted Cardinal 
to win the junior steer riding 
buckle. 

In the saddle bronc com- 
petition, Jerry Rosen from 
Gunn, Alberta, made a 
good ride, but was knocked 
off, breaking his arm in the 
fall. 

The rodeo clowns did an 
excellent job keeping the 
crowd active and the riders 
safe. "Many people don't 
realize how much these 
guys do to stop accidents, 
with their props and acts," 
said Mel Paul from the Paul 
Band. 

One bull got out of hand 
and gored the scarecrow, 
tossing it quite a ways. 
Then one of the clowns 
drawing the bulls attention 

ALEXIS COWBOY 
...it's a tough job for Native cowboys, especially when they draw a great ride on the rodeo circuit 

to him, helped get the bull in 
its pen. Which shows, it is a 
risky job. 

Everyone did a great job 
in getting the rodeo together 
and making it happen. 

Alexis Band picked the 
bill for the whole thing. 

Order Form for 1987 
NATIVE BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

FOR ALBERTA 

As part of BANAC's continuing efforts to increase awareness in 

communications between Alberta industry and Native business we are again 
producing the Native Business Directory For Alberta for distribution 
in January of 1987. 

In order to preesnt a complete profile of Native business in Alberta we are 
requesting all Native businesses and organizations, small or large, profit or 
non -profit, to send us their operations information for inclusion in this annual 
publication. Please fill in the following order form and mail immediately. If you 
appear in the 1986 Guide please notify us of any changes for the 1987 

Directory. 

BANAC 

Corporate Name 

Corporate Address' 

Phone: Bus. ( ) Res.( ) 

Contact' 

Products and/or Services: 

Accommodations & Food Industry 

Agriculture & Related Industry 

Business Service Industry 
Communications Industry 

Construction Industry 
Heavy Construction Industry 
Finance & Insurance Industry 
Fishing & Trapping Industry 

Logging & Forestry Industry 

Manufacturing Industry 

Mining Industry 
Other Service Industries 

Recreation & Sporting Facilities 

Retail Trade Industry 
Transportation & Storage Industries 

Other 

Additonal Comments on Goods/Services, 

If you are interested in taking an ad out in the next publication, 
please indicate and we will contact your offices. 

YES_ NO_ 

Please return to 

BANAC, #200, 11738 Kingsway Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5G OX5 

to ensure your listing in the 1987 Directory. 
For further information call Mavis @ 451- 6700. 

Francis Alexis, also band 
councillor in charge of 
recreation said, "When it 

comes to making events 
like this happèn, it takes 

more than having commit- 
tee meetings and planning. 

It takes people working 
together, supporting each 
other, encouraging each 

other, and above all - 

...cooperation." 

Good luck in your future 

rodeos, guys and gals. 

j Befween Two Worlds 
with Kim Kopola 

"a talk show for and about Native people" 

Each SUNDAY Morning 
at 8:30 a.m. on CFRN -1V Channel 3, Cable 2 

August 7 - 30, 1986 The Front Gallery 
12302 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta 488 -2952 
10:00 am - 5:00 pm Tuesday - Saturday 

Featuring emerging artists and well - 
known talents such as Alex Janvier, Jane 

Ash Poitras, Joane Cardinal -Schubert, 
George Littlechild, Roy Jack Salopree, Kim 

McLain, and this year's scholarship 
winner Faye HeavyShield. 

This third annual exhibition and sale is 

presented by the Alberta Indian Arts 

and Crafts Society. 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 

"Arum Méná" is Cree for Once Again 

l 
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Sarcee powwow, rodeo success despite storm 
By Bert Crowfoot 

Rain or hail failed to 
dampen the spirits of partic- 
ipants to the fourth annual 
Sarcee (Tsu- T'ina) Nation 
Powwow and Rodeo Clas- 
sic held on July 24 to the 27 
on the Sarcee reserve, just 
west of Calgary. 

The rain made the rodeo 

events a bit sloppy but the 
cowboys and cowgirls 
made the best of the 
situation. 

On the first event of the 
day, J.R. Simon used woo - 
lite to clean up in the Junior 
Mutton Bustin event. 

In the bareback event 
Byron Bruisedhead scored 
a 78 on Flipper and his 

combined score of 143 was 
enough to earn him top 
spot. 

Wright Bruisedhead 
tossed his steer in 7.5 
seconds for a total of 15.5 in 
two gos. Second place 
went to James Wells of 
Standoff with 16.8 seconds 
for the two gos. 

In calf roping Ken Whyte 

of Crown Point, New Mex- 
ico with a combined time of 
12.4 seconds. 

In the senior barrels 
Anne Lefthand rounded 
the barrels in a time of 18.42 
to win the event. Fiona 
Weidman won the Junior 
event. 

In the Saddle bronc, 
Wayne Andrews scored a 

69 on Bobby Blue and 
combined with his score of 
74 on his first go was 
enough to put him in top 
spot. 

In the team roping event 
Bert and Carter Yellowbird 
stretched the beef in 16.6 
on the two tries. Most of the 
other entrants had rough 
time, the steers getting the 
best of them. 

In the final event of the 
rodeo, the bull riding, Dar- 
rel Big Plume stuck on 
Candy and scored a 71 to 

The powwow results are 
as follows. 

Drumming 
Old Agency 

win the trophy Buckle. 
Darrel also won the trophy 
saddle donated by the 
rodeo committee as the 
local Sarcee cowboy to win 
the most money of 1187.00. 

The all round cowboy 
was selected on the basis of 
the cowboy who earns the 
most money working both 
ends of the arena (timed & 
riding events.) Oliver Louis 
of Vernon, B.C. was the 
winner as he placed in both 
team roping and saddle 
bronc. 

Hand Drumming 
Bruce Wolfchild 

Mens Traditional 
Earl Healy 

Women's Traditional 
Muriel Cuthbert 

Mens Fancy 
Perry Snow 

Boys Fancy 11 -16 
Bruce Starlight Jr. 

Girls Fancy 7 -9 
Elaine Raine 

Boys Traditional 7 -10 
Ardele Weaselchild 

Girls Traditional 11 -16 
Gloria Snow 

Boys Traditional 11 -16 
Curt Frances 

Ladies Fancy 
Rachel Snow 

Hoop Dance 
Ronald Many Heads 

Mens Grass Dance 
Winston Wadsworth Jr. 

George Heaven Fire 
Memorial Chicken Dance 
Walter Bull 

Boys Traditional 11 -16 
Joey Healy 

Ladies Buckskin 
jean Healy 

JIM RED BEAR 
...from Rocky Mountain House, 

enjoying Rodeo 

TYRONE TOOTOOSIS 
...taking a breather at Sarcee Powwow 

Sucker Creek Recreational 
Youth Society Committee 
Slow Pitch Tournament 

Girls Fancy 14-16 
Roana Bird 

Mens Buckskin 
Harold Healy 

5th Annual 
Beaver Lake Fastball Tournament 

Beaver Lake Reserve 

August 16 and 17, 1986 
August 29, 30, 31, September 1, 1986 

Double Knockout 
8 Mens and 8 Ladies Teams 

12 Ladies Teams 
entry $200.00 

S2,400 in prizes 

12 Men's Teams 
entry $250.00 

$3,000 in prizes 
Entry Fee 

Men - $25000 
Ladies - $150°° Modified Double- Knockout 

DANCE 
Saturday, August 30 

For more information call Marilyn in 
High Prairie at 523 -4800, or Bruce 

at 523 -2217. 

A & B Divisions in both Men's and Ladies sides 

DANCE Saturday August 16, 1986 
Band Community Hall - 9:00 p.m. -1:00 a.m. 

$5.00 Admission 
UiMORMt¢SrIMMt - °^rtatMNIMMDtaaeONIMtMMONICtiua 

Music By 
Peter Morin & the Winterburn Travellers 
,^^..SI°M FIMMIS=t=,lintt,.. _-^-°--_=1:1ZISSISSIÇ`.M.....,,CMI..q¢OgelleaII!aMIlli ftu 

...community minded people helping the youth 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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MAA to reconsider old resolutions 
By Clint Buehler 

The deadline for resolu- 
tions to be considered at 
the Metis Association of 
Alberta (MAA) annual 
assembly is August 1. 

However, there are 
already a number of resolu- 
tions to be considered - 

those tabled at last year's 
annual assembly. 

The old and the new 
resolutions will be consid- 
ered at the MAA annual 
assembly, to be held in 
Athabasca August 22 to 24. 

And this time, they'll be 
considered early on the 
agenda - beginning at 9 
a.m. August 23 - to ensure 

there is adequate time for 
discussions and decisions. 

Among the resolutions 
are 27 presented by MAA 
Local 1885 with a number 
of bylaw revisions, includ- 
ing: 

- allowing Local pres- 
idents to appoint alternates 
to represent them on 
regional councils; 

- adding "accepted 
member" and "associate 
member" to the existing 
categories of "lifetime 
member" and "honourary 
member," with any non - 
Metis person who supports 
the aims and objectives of 
the association to be an 
"associate member, " and 
any spouse or adopted son 

INDIAN TRANSPORTATION 
A serial about Indian methods of transportation 

Indians manned 
early motor boats 

or daughter of a lifetime 
member may be accepted 
as an "accepted member" 
with the rights of any other 
member; 

- having membership 
fees retained by the locals 
which sell the membership 
card; 

- changing voting rules 
so that "the voting delegates 
for an annual general 
assembly, special or general 
meeting of the association 
shall be two delegates from 
each Local with membership 
under 25 people, with one 
additional delegate for each 
25 members thereafter. 
The board members shall 
be voting delegates." 

- changing voting rules 
so that, at all meetings of 
the association, every 
question or resolution put 
to vote at the-meeting shall 
be decided by a majority of 
the votes of the members 
present in person entitled 
to vote unless otherwise 

expressly required by the 
bylaws of the association or 
the Societies Act. Every 
question or resolution put 
to a vote at any meeting 
shall be decided in the first 
instance by a show of 
hands. A ballot may be 
demanded by five members 
entitled to vote. 

- to allow the president 
to be removed from office 
by a recorded vote of all of 
the board of directors 
polled for improper conduct 
or for just cause, with such 
action requiring no less 

than nine votes in favor of 
such a motion, and providing 
the director has the prior 
approval in writing of 
his/her regional council. 

- Any five or more 
Metis people may apply to 
the regional councl to form 
.3 Local, with the boundaries 
of any local in any particular 
zone to be determined by 
the regional council, which 
can alter them from time to 
time. 

Also included are house- 
keeping resolutions pro- 
posed by the MAA board 
regarding the election 
process. 

Had one of them passed 
at the last assembly, it 
would have extended the 
term of regional board 
members from one to two 
years, making this year's 
election unnecessary. 

Another resolution 
specifies that MAA annual 
assemblies only be used for 
the purposes of association 
business and that member- 
ship at annual assemblies 
be by a delegation system 
representing registered 
Metis Locals, and that 
Local delegates reflect the 
membership on a per 
capita basis. 

Waterton Lakes Golf Club 
Waterton Park Alta. 

"Two Nations Vacation Spot" 

By Terry Lusty 

Earlier forerunners to 
Canadian steam vessels 
which plied rivers and lakes 
beginning about 1860 were 
the American ones of the 
early 1800's. 

Imperfect as they were, 
the first steamboat con- 
structed must be credited 
to John Fitch of Connecticut 
on August 22, 1787. His 
failures and those of 
another half -dozen "exper- 
imenters" eventually knew 
success at the hands of 
John Fulton. 

Fulton launched his 140 

X 16 X 7 feet deep "North 
River Steamboat of Cler- 
mont" on a trip from New 
York to Albony on August 
17, 1807. 

The 'Clermont,' as it was 
generally known, was a 

side -wheeler. A side - 
wheeler was a boat that 
was propelled by a large 
paddle -wheel attached to 
its side. The boat itselt was 

a grandiose model of a boat 
with cabins or rooms built 
above, or on top of, its base 
platform in a one or two - 
story fashion. 

As early as 1789, side - 
wheels, as a means of pro- 
pulsion, had been experi- 
mented with. 

Fulton's political con- 
tacts granted him exclusive 
priveleges of New York 
state waters for steam 
vessels. 

Yet another 'wheeled' 
boat was the "stern 
wheeler." This type had its 
large paddle wheel located 
at the back end of the boat. 

As a conveyor of goods, 
paddle wheelers became a 
common sight due to their 
economic advantages. In 
short, they were not a 
costly operation. 

And, who do you think 
were the stevedores (load- 
ers of cargo,) boiler -men 
(who fed the fires,) and 
suppliers of firewood? You 
guessed it- mainly Native 
people (in Canada that is.) 

Ex- Native Air Cadets 
YourAttention Please! 

} 

We are currently seeking information 
about the " #570 Edmonton Indian 
Residential School Air Cadets" that 
were active from 1953 to 1962. 

We are currently researching people, 
places and activities during these 
years. If you were atrainer, acadet, or 
civilian personnel during this era 
please contact me at your earliest 
convenience. 

18 hole course open to public 
Power cart rental 
Fully licensed dining & lounge 
facilities 
Full service camping facilities 
Fishing 
Tournament & group 
reservations 

Todd - 426 -3217 or write: 
P.O. Box #11302 
Main Post Office 

Edmonton, Alberta 

For more information call 
Pro: 1- (403) 859 -2383 

and swim in 
Alberta's sparkling 
lakes, or frolic in 
your favourite 
wading pool. 

the day 
away on a sandy 
beach in the 
warm Alberta 
sun. 

the action 
and excitement of 
an Alberta rodeo, 
cultural festival 
or country fair. 

-s- 

to new 
heights when you 
experience all there 
is to see and do in 
Alberta. 

the marry other Alberta 
Break opportunities in your copy of 
the Alberta Guide to Great Breaks. 
Or call Travel Alberta toll -free at 
1- 800 -222 -6501 (outside Edmonton) 
or 427 -4321 (in Edmonton) for more 
information. Trcvel ti 

, 
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Museum exhibit reviews Metis history 
By John Morneau Gray 

The Edmonton Provin- 
cial Museum hosted an 
exhibit called, "The Metis 
1885 - 1985" this past June 
and July. Put together by 
the Glenbow Museum in 

Calgary with support from 
Gulf Canada Ltd. and the 
National Museums of Can- 
ada, the exhibit is an 
attempt to define Metism 
and its ethno -cultural orig- 
ins from the past to its 
present state. 

On display were artifacts 
such as sashes, quill and 
beadwork, clothing, tools 
and handicrafts, and sur- 
prisingly, "Metis Pipes." 
The exhibit was intended to 
Lover the chronological his- 
tory of the Metis and their 
present day situation. 
Unfortunately, it fell short 
in many areas. 

As was pointed out by 
Dr. Patricia A. McCor- 
mack, Curator of Ethnol- 
ogy at the Provincial 
Museum, the majority of 
the display depicted the 
ethno -cultural identity of 
the Metis originating at the 
Red River area, and spread- 
ing to other parts of the 
Northwest after the Riel 
Rebellion. There was little 
representation for North- 
ern Metis. 

Artifacts were gathered 
from the Red River area, 
the Manitoba Mtum of 
Man and. Nature. The Haf- 
fenreffer Museum of 
Anthropology at Rhode 
Island, U.S.A. and the Pro- 
vincial Museum. It attemp- 
ted to cover the fur trade up 
till 1885, and Metis struggle 
with poverty and non- 
recognition till World War 
2, and the post -war period 
moving into today and its 
present state. 

There isa book that goes 

METIS JACKETS 
...beautiful with their bead/quill work but lacked a proper explanation 

with the Glenbow display 
titled "Metis" which was 
not very enlightening to 
myself. It tended to focus 
on the Metis as stemming 
from Red River and Louis 
Riel. The book states, 
"Colonization and a declin- 
ing fur trade eventually 
challenged their freedom. 
The two rival trading com- 
panies were forced to 
merge under the Hudson's 
Bay Company name, 
abandoning forts and leav- 
ing the Metis jobless. Fam- 
lies were encouraged to 
adopt a stable, agricultural 
way of life by moving to the 
Red River colony." The 
book later goes on to say, 
"The Metis now had to 
diversify in order to survive 
in a land swept by change. 
Ironically, settlers were 
pouring into the area on a 

railway that had been com- 
pleted only because the 
supply of troups during the 
rebellion had given John A. 
McDonald justification for 
its continued construction. 
As had occurred after the 
1870 rebellion, 1885's 
aftermath was migration 
and adaptation." 

What happened to the 
other colonies and settle- 
ments? The book fails to 
mention influences from 
other settlements that were 
there before Red River 
such as Fort Chipewyan. 

Since it did focus on 
these particular Metis, the 
Museum should have men- 
tioned it as such. 

When I saw the Metis 
pipe display, there was only 
mention that the men were 
proud of their pipes. One of 
them was made of pipes- 

tone and had a detachable 
stem. Most Native pipe - 
holders would call it a 
ceremonial pipe. Another 
soapstone and wood pipe 
looks Ojibway in origin. 
The rest look Eastern and 
European in origin, reflect- 
ing the various Native and 
non -Native influences. 

The leather jackets and 
clothing were beautiful with 
their bead and quill work, 
but again lacked a proper 
explantion. The book 
explained the clothing was 
noted for its rich variety 
and a Metis may wear 
fashionable Victorian 
clothes, rjrgbs i an Indian, 
or combine both to make 
his own style. 

The photos of Metis 
men, women and families 
on display showed them 
dressed in drab clothing, 

with no beadwork or quû- 
lwork in them. One photo 
shows a family dressed very 
plain, with two of the men 
smoking from store bought 
tobacco pipes. Most vis- 
itors ignored the photos, or 
just gleamed over them. 

I phoned around to a few 
Metis people to see if they 
had seen the display and 
how they felt. One man said 
the permanent exhibit was 
like an R.C.M.P. display, 
and the one here is a bit 
better. Another man said 
he liked it fine, but that the 
museum should have 
explained it better. It was 
supposed to be a compre- 
hensive history of the Metis 
people. There is little men- 
tion of Metis other than the 
French. There was a small 
paragraph in the book 
which notes, "The English 
and Scothish Metis, gener- 
ally of Anglican and Presby- 
terian faith, were more wil- 
ling to adapt to agriculture 
or business. They formed a 

stable group in Red River, 
supporting British institu- 
tions and linked by religion 
to other settlers." Then 

they vanish from the face of 
the earth never to be heard 
from again. This is very 
perplexing. 

The Glenbow Museum 
should have been more 
extensive in their research. 
As it is, the display is 
"slanted," giving non - 
Native people a look at 
Metis this way. They knew 
that the Metis are of various 
mixed origins, yet they 
failed in trying to explain 
them. 

Dr. McCormack feels 
that future museum cura- 
tors and researchers will 
benifit from the exhibit by 
seeing the flaws and taking 
a deeper look at Metis his -_ 

tory and forming a better 
representation in their 
exhibits. 

Dr. McCormack will also 
be putting together an 
exhibit on Fort Chipewyan 
and the fur trade. She will 
include the Metis, as they 
have been an important 
factor in that community. 
Eventually the Museum 
intends to put together a 
major exhibit on the Metis 
in Alberta. 

METIS FIDDLE 
...relics of a Metis past 

00 

"Future Leadership Is Sober Leadership" 

The Saskatchewan Native Alcohol Council Corporation will be spon- 
soring a Provincial Summer Youth Camp at Deschambault Lake 
from August 6- 9,1986. 

The theme of the Camp is "Future Leadership is Sober Leadership" 
and a number of activities will be organized for the purpose of 
informing the campers of the far reaching and devastating effects 
of continued alcohol and drug use. 

With lectures, workshops, as well as the usual camping activities, 
campers will be assured of a fun summer that will linger in their 
memories for years to come. 

If your boozing & losing, Ryeing & Dying ,Smoking & Choking, Drink- 
ing Whiskey. Realizing that life is getting riskey and then these 4 filled 
days with excitement, fun, and leaving are just for you, and then 
come out - participate, you'll be glad you did. 

For further details and registration information, contact Gary Daniels 
c/o SNACC at 1166 Board Street in Regina, Saskatchewan or call 
(306) 522 -3681 during normal business hours. Larry Beattie, 
Creighton, Saskatchewan, 632 -4525. 

St. Paul Art Gallery, June 15 to August 15, Louis Riel Exhibit. St Paul. 

Indian Ancestral Village Festival, July 1 to August 31, Fort Edmonton Park. 
Phone 425 -8942 for more information. 

"Asutn Mena" Third Annual Native Art Festival, August 7 to 30, Front 
Gallery, Edmonton. Sponsored by Alberta Indian Arts and Crafts Society. Phone 
426 -2048 for more information. 

North American Indian Classic Rodeo, August 7, 8, 9 & 10 at the Panee 
Memorial Centre, Hobbema. For information call 585 -3884. 

o Western Indian Native Golf Association, August 8 & 9, Hobbema 4 Band 
Recreation hosted by Wolf Creek. 

o Enninskin Band Pow Wow, August 8, 9 & 10. For more information call 
Maurice Wolf at 585 -3741. 

o Kehewin's Men's Golf Tournament, August 9 & 10, Kehewin Reserve. Call 
826 -3333 for more information. 

o B.C. Indian Days Festival, August 10 to 17, Coquitlam B.C. 

o White Buffalo 1st Annual Pow Wow, August 15, 16 & 17 at the Wetaskiwin 
Arean. Wetaskiwin. 

o Western Indian Native Golf Association, Kehewin Open Golf Tournament 
at Cold Lake Air Base, August 16 & 17. For more information call 826 -? ? ?9. 

o Kehewin Annual Pow Wow and Unisex Ball Tournament, August 22, 23 
& 24, Kehewin. 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Grande Centre gets Junior Forest Wardens 
By Donna Rea Murphy 

GRAND CENTRE - The 
Junior Forest Wardens, an 
exciting new young people's 
group open to both boys 
and girls, has been formed 
in the Grand Centre area to 
teach survival skills and 
conservation principles to 
children ages six to 16. 

Sponsored by the Alberta 
Forest Service (AFS), the 
program is a challenging 
and rewarding, outdoor 
experience designed to 
develop an appreciation, 
respect and awareness of 
the environment and the 
preservation of renewable 
natural resources. 

George Blondeau, a staff 
member at Grand Centre's 
Native Outreach office, in 

Grand Centre says he was 
encouraged to form a 
group and offer the program 
in this area after a 
conversation with a local 
Alberta Forest Service 
member. Following that, 
Blondeau had a meeting 
with the programs regional 
co- ordinator in Edmonton, 
Connie Simmons, who 
later came to Grand Cen- 
tre for the first meeting with 
parents and young people 
interested in applying 
for a club charter. 

Recruiting paid off and 11 

-boys -and 7 girls were offi- 
cially registered as Junior 
Forest Wardens. There are 
three age groups in the 
program - Pathfinders 
for ages 6 - 10, Trailblazers 
for ages 10 - 15 and Adven- 
turers for ages 16 -21. A 
fourth group, Challengers, 
are those who have gone 
through the program and 
return after training as club 
leaders. 

There is also a plan for 
these challengers to be 
hired during the summer 
months to work in the AFS 
at different localis, leaming 
while working at firefighting, 
park maintenance, forestry 
methods, with a view that 
these young people will 
eventually find a career 
with the Service. 

The AFS provides a 
sponsorship role to pro- 
mote, initiate and co- 

!ordinate the orderly devel- 
opment of JFW prd§ rams. 
Along with providing 
regional clinics and work- 

shops to train leaders and 
club volunteers, they pro- 
vide leaders manuals, and 
have a communication sys- 
tem to assure that club 
leaders and supervisors 
can access the consultant 
services and resources 
available. In addition, lead- 
ership workshop programs 
include training in cross - 
country skiing, orienteering 
(compass and map read- 
ing), canoeing and kayak- 
ing, program planning, 
preventive safety mea- 
sures, environmental edu- 
cation activities and com- 
munication skills. 

The majority of these 
training activities take place 
at Long Lake Outdoor 
Education Training Center 
situated 18 km north of 
Edmonton. This particular 
facility was completed in 
1981 and includes a dining 
room, kitchen complex, a 
wash house with showers 
and fourteen tent cabins 
heated with wood stoves. 
Each summer Junior Forest 
Wardens and leaders come 
to Long Lake to learn new 
skills and new ideas which 
will enable them to move 
safely in the outdoors and 
develop an understanding 
and responsibility toward 
the use of natural resourses. 

the club cleaned the rodeo 
grounds. 

About his involvement 
with the new program, 
Blondeau says "there 
wasn't this sort of thing 
when I was a kid" and while 
there are the beavers, cubs 
and boy scouts groups 
active in the area, he says 
"sometimes kids and par- 

The new Grand Centre 
group will be going to Long 
Lake September 27 and 28 
for fall start -up. During the 
fall, through winter to 
spring, the groups are 
active and summer brings a 
halt to meeting and outings. 

While the AFS does not 
fund any beginning club, it 

does have a user system for 
all outdoor gear, sleeping 
bags, tents, cooking uten- 
sils, axes, compasses, 
maps, and other necessary 
items. Clubs are expected 
and encouraged to raise 
funding through their own 
methods in order to have 
their own equipment. 

Shortly after registering 
as a club and receiving the 
charter, Blondeau made a 
successful application for 
funding to Native Secreta- 
riat. A $2,500 grant awarded 
for uniform and equipment 
purchasing. The leader 
says the club raised $310 in 
a recent bottle drive and 
the Grand Centre Rodeo 
Committee paid $200 after 

ents just don't have the 
money to register and outfit 
their kids in (those clubs) 
and they don't have trans- 
portation or the opportun- 
ity to belong. I felt this was a 
needed program here." 
The cost to register a child 
and buy the shirt, cap and 
lanyard uniform is $20.00, 
while the cost of registering 

in the boy scouts is $40 and 
does not include uniform 
costs which are over 'and 
above that price. 

Elizabeth Settlement 
School teacher, Met Ski - 
pitsky, said "it's an ideal 
program for the children 
out here since the bush is 
right in our backyard and 
many of our young people 

are already doing these 
things with no organized 
system. It fits in perfectly 
with the Hunter Education 
course that was taught here 
this past year." He says he 
plans to look into the possi- 
bilities of organizing a 
group for the Settlement' 
after school begins again in. 

September. 

BLUE QUILLS - 
A BRIEF BACKGROUND 

Blue Quills is an Indian- controlled education centre serving the academic and 
training needs of Native people from Saddle Lake, Goodfish Lake, Kehewin, Frog 
Lake, Cold Lake, Beaver Lake, and Heart Lake reserves (bands). Recently, Native 
and non -Native students from other provinces have enrolled in the programs. 

Blue Quills is located on 160 acres of federal land near the town of St. Paul 
approximately 200 km northeast of Edmonton, Alberta. . 

TRADE PROGRAMS OFFERED AT BLUE QUILLS 

AUTO MECHANICS - Pre -employment 
CARPENTRY - Pre -employment 
HEAVY DUTY MECHANICS - Pre -employment 
PLUMBING - Pre -employment 
WELDING - Pre -employment 

Auto Mechanics 

Dates of Courses: Fall Session - Sept. 29, 
1986 to Jan. 16, 1987 
Spring Session - Feb. 2, 1987 to May 22, 1987 
Enrolment: August 18 & 19, 1986 at Blue Quills 
Native Education Centre 
Duration: 16 weeks - continuous - full time. 

Carpentry 

Blue Quills 
Plumbing 

Dates of Courses: Fall Session - Sept. 29, 
1986 to Jan. 16, 1987 
Spring Session - Feb. 2, 1987 to May 22, 1987 
Enrolment: August 18 & 19,.1986at Blue Quills 
Native Education Centre 
Duration: 16 weeks - continuous - full time. 

Dates °ot'Courses: Fall Session - Sept. 29, 
?986 to Jan. 16, 1987 
Spring Session - Feb. 2, 1987 to May 22, 1987 
Enrolment: August 18 & 19, 1986 at Blue Quills 
Native Education Centre 
Duration: 16 weeks - continuous - full time. 

Heavy Duty Mechanics 

Welding 

Dates of Courses: Fall Session - Sept. 29, 
1986 to Jan. 16, 1987 
Spring Session - Feb. 2, 1987 to May 22, 1987 
Enrolment: August 18 & 19, 1986 at Blue Quills 
Native Education Centre 
Duration: 16 weeks - continuous - full time. 

Dates of Courses: Fall Session - Sept. 29, 
1986 to Jan. 16, 1987 
Spring Session - Feb. 2, 1987 to May 22, 1987 
Enrolment: August 18 & 19, 1986 at Blue Quills 
Native Education Centre 
Duration: 16 weeks - continuous - full time. 

Premiers' meeting 
agenda announced 

Premier Don Getty, 
chairman of the 27th 
Annual Premiers' Confer - 
ence, today announced the 
agenda for the conference 
to be held on August 11 and 
12, 1986, at Government 
House in Edmonton. 

Agenda topics will be the 
economy, trade, and 
federal -provincial relations 
including the Constitution. 

"Under these broad top- 

ics Premiers will be able to 
discuss a wide variety of 
issues important to their 
provinces and to Canada," 
Premier Getty said. 

Approximately 100 dele- 
gates from the provinces 
and territories are expected 
to attend. 

Alberta last hosted the 
Premiers' Conference in 
August 1976. 

Post -Secondary Programs 1986/87 

1. University Program 
Description: A combination of Athabasca 

University and University of Alberta courses 
will be available commencing September 8, 
1986 for students interested in pursuing a Uni- 
versity degree. 

2. Business (Management) Studies Diploma 
Description: This 2 -year Diploma program 

will be delivered at Blue Quills by Grant MacE- 
wan Community College beginning in Sep- 
tember 1986. The objective of the program is to 
train and prepare Native people to assume 
management roles with their own organiza- 
tions. 

3. Registered Nursing Program 
Description: Blue Quills has contracted with 

Grant MacEwan Community College for the 
offering of this program, commencing at Blue 
Quills in September 1986. Students will be able 
to complete approximately one -third of the 
program on site and the remainder in Edmonton. 

Blue Quills Native Education Centre 
P.O. Bo: 279, St. PAIL Alberto TOA 3A0 

Ph. (401) 6454455 
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Blue Quills 

4. University /College Entrance Preparation 
Program (UCEPP) 

Description: This program is intended to 
prepare students for college /university pro- 
grams that have certain specific matriculation 
requirements such as English 30, Biology 30, 
Math 30, Chemistry 30, etc. Students much 
have a definite college /university program in 
mind and know the entrance requirements of 
the institution in order to choose the subjects 
they require. 

5. Continuing Program 
The following Grant MacEwan Community 

College programs will not be reintroduced in 

September 1986. However, the second years 
will continue (subject to sufficient enrolment). 
Therefore, only students who already have a 
complete first year may apply for transfer or 
re- enrolment in the second year: 
a) Social Service Worker Program - Year Il 

Contact: Doug Smith, 645 -4455, Ext. 148 
a) Early Childhood Development - Year Il 

Contact: Mike Burns, 645 -4455, Ext. 125 
a) Child Care Worker Program - Year II 

Contact: William Aquiar, 645 -4455, Ext. 138 - 
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Enoch women is first 
Indian woman electrician 

By Rocky Woodward 

After four hard earned 
years as an apprentice elec- 
trician, Enoch Band 
member, Elizabeth (Liz) 
Morin can take pride in 
knowing on July 28, she 
became the first Native 
women in Alberta, to com- 
plete the program and walk 
away with her journeyman 
status. 

Presenting Morin with 
her journeyman certificate 
and journeyman card at the 
Enoch Arena, Manpower 
Minister Rick Orman, was 
not hesitant to say he con- 
sidered it a great accomp- 
lishment by Morin. 

"Liz is a fine example to 
Albertan's and Canadians 
as a whole. She showed an 
example of what dedication 
can do against physical and 
psychological behaviour. It 
is a special day for Liz." 

Orman added that women 
should be incouraged at an 
early age to keep all career 
doors open, so their future 
opportunities are not 
restricted. 

Morin is the fourth 
Enoch Band member to 
become a journeyman She 
became an apprentice elec- 
trician in 1982, and gained 
her practical experience ( 4 

years) at the Enoch Reserve. 
Her technical training, a 

LIZ MORIN 

total of 36 weeks of class- 
room based instruction was 
completed at Westerra 
Institute of Technology. 

Public Relations officer 
for the Enoch Band, Irene 
Morin, presented Liz with a 

statue carving of a Chief on 
a reared horse. It was given 
in recognition of her feat on 
behalf of the Enoch Band. 

"We are all -proud of Liz 
as I know her family is," said 
Morin. 

Chairman of the Board 
of Governers of Westerra 
Institue, Jim Baker com- 
plimented Morin on her 
achievément and said eve- 

ryone at Westerra sends 
their sincere congrat- 
ulations. 

"We recognize the efforts 
of our students at Westerra 
and feel it is the best post- 
secondary education going. 
Congratulations Liz, on 
becoming the first pledged 
Native woman electrician in 

NOMINATIONS 
CHIEF DAVID CROWCHILD 

MEMORIAL AWARD 

Nominations are requested for the Chief David 
Crowchild Memorial Award. City Council and the 
Native Urban Affairs Committee have established 
the Award to recognize an individual or group of 
individuals within Calgary who: 

(a) create bridges of understanding between native 
and non -native cultures; 

(b) create, within Canadian society, an understand- 
ing of the uniqueness and value of native 
culture; 

(c) encourage, or are involved in, cross -cultural 
experiences between native and non -native 
communities. 

Please forward nominations in writing to: 

Office of the Mayor 
City of Calgary 
P.O. Box 2100, Station "M" 
CALGARY, Alberta 
T2P 2M5 

All nominations should be received by August 29, 
1986. Nominations should include a resume of the 
candidate and a description of the contribution for 
which recognition is being sought. 

All nominations will be reviewed by the Native Urban 
Affairs Committee. If further information is required 
contact N. Bilodeau at 268 -5111. 

Alberta," commented 
Baker. 

"This a proud moment 
for me. I would like to thank 
my family for the support 
they gave andalso the staff 
at Westerra for lending me 
their support and help," 
said a beaming Morin. 

' Asked if she intended to 
apply for work on Enoch 
reserve, Morin's answer 
was a strong no, saying she 
would rather see someone 
else go into the apprentic- 
ship area, so she would 
make room. 

"The economy is not the 
best so I would rather see 
someone else fill a spot 
here. The department of 
transport Canada has 
offered me a position with 
them once an opening 
becomes available, possibly 
in British Columbia. This 
way I will be able to see 
Canada with the company 
but not until I work with the 
northern division branch," 
said Morin. 

A lot of nice things have 
been happening for Liz 
Morin this year. On June 4, 

she was married. 
It was also understood 

that Morin's record book 
will be handed over to her 
which regards her work 
experience for possible 
future employers. 

Currently there are 
18,627 apprentice's in 
Alberta's apprenticship 
program which is delivered 
by Alberta Manpower. 
Female participation 
represents approximately 
seven per cent of that total. 

TO 

Natives 
welcome 

Maori 
By Rocky Woodward 

It was a happy occasion 
when members of the Ngati 
Poneke Young Maori Club 
paid a visit to the Canadian 
Native Friendship Centre 
in Edmonton, July 24. 

The troup are a patt of 
New Zeland presentation 
who performed at the 
Edmonton Klondike Days 
and visited with sòme of 
the reserves close to the 
city during their stay. 

After a steak dinner 
prepared by Director of 
Recreation, Gordon Rus- 
sell and staff of the friend- 
ship centre, the Maori were 

;invited to the gymnasium 
'where special guests were 
introduced prior to the 
White Braid Society Tradi- 
tional Dancers afternoon 
entertainment. 

Federation of Metis Set - 
tlements, Sooniyaw Cor- 
porations' Muriel Stanley 
Venne, welcomed the 
'Maori dance group to the 
Centre. 

"We would like to offer 
our warmest welcome to 
our friends from New Zea- 
land, to Canada," 

Progressive Conserva- 
tive MLA for the Stony 
Plain Constituency Jim 
Heron, although welcom- 
ing the special guests from 
"way down under" slanted 
his comments towards the 
Native audience. 

Heron who was the pres- 
ident of Native Venture 

NEW ZEALAND MAORI 
...fine form and perfection 

Capital, assured the 
approximately 200 people 
gathered for the special 
event that he was very 
much aware of Native prob- 
lems and his door would 
always remain open to the 
Native people. 

The White Braid Society 
dancers put on a termen- 
ous show of traditional 
dance routines for the 
guests. Following the dan- 
ces, young members of the 
White Braid group handed 
out sweetgrass, individu- 
ally, to members of the 
Maori. Two tourquois 
necklaces were also given 
away as a token of appreci- 
ation from the Native 
people. 

The Maori dancers put 
on a terrific show while 
their co- ordinator, Bill 
Nathan, explained - the dif- 
ferent movements and 
song the Maori went 
through. 

In his Native tongue, 
Nathan, thanked members 
of the CNFC which included 
"hallowed ground." 

"There is not so much 
difference between our two 
cultures. We are here for 

the Klondike Days but, we 
are also delighted to be 
here. 

"In New Zealand we have 
approximately 3 million 
sheep which out number 
the population. The sheep 
are important to us and 
therefore we would like 
president Vic, to accept 
this sheep (a small stuffed 
toy sheep), in appreciation 
for thé dinner and people 
here," said Nathan. 

Much of the afternoon 
was spent between the two 
cultures explaining the dif- 
ferent costumes that the 
two groups wore. 

At the end of the celebra- 
tion, prominant Metis 
leader in the community, 
Thelma Chalifoux pres- 
ented a gift to the Maori on 
behalf of the Metis while 
commenting that the Metis 
are also a Nation and, "we 
would like to show our 
appreciation by giving you 
this gift." 

The main comment for 
the afternoon affair was 
that it was in fact a "delight" 
sharing with the Maori 
while basking in their warm 
friendliness. 

reasons why you'll 
choose a Revelstoke home: 

DECK 
adx aro 

DINING KITC EN" 
ROOM 719 x 910 '.g 

914x910 

LIVING ROOM 

BEDROOM 

Bl4 x 1214 

1]I] x 1610 
MASTER 

BEDROOM 
1212 x 1014 

The Curtis 
2 Bedrooms 32' x 26' 
Floor Area: 828 Sq. Ft. (76.92 m') 

1 
Duality. In all stages of construction, only the finest 
quality lumber & building materials are used in 

building your new Revelstoke Home. 

2 Assistance. Your Revelstoke Homes 
representative can give you expert help in 

selecting your home and confidential mortgage and 
finance information. 

3 Convenience. Your Revelstoke Home materials 
are delivered to the site when you're ready, so 

there's no need for storage and no weather damage 
to supplies. 

4 Privacy. Revelstoke Homes are constructed to give 
each member of your family room to live. Acoustic 

design controls ensure maximum quiet in every room. 

5 Individuality. Choose from over 80 floor plans! 
When you select a Revelstoke Home, you know 

your choice will be the home "just right" for your 
family's needs! 

Versatility. Revelstoke Homes are designed to be equally well 6 suited to a variety of sites. Fast and easy assembly means . 

your family can be in your new home sooner than you'd believe 
possible. 

7 Availability. Revelstoke stores are located throughout western 
Canada. Wherever you live, there is a Revelstoke store 

conveniently situated to accomodate all your home buying needs. 

8 Energy Efficiency. Revelstoke Homes are designed with 
energy efficiency in mind; from triple -glazed windows to the 

Cano self -insulating foundations and new Nascor wall systems. 

9 Style. Revelstoke Homes will design your home plan to suit 
your family's unique needs at no extra cost to you. 

10 Reliability. Revelstoke Homes are serviced through 
Revelstoke Companies Ltd. stores. You can have 

confidence in the delivery of materials and in your sales 
representative because Revelstoke has given western Canadians 
reliable service for over 80 years. 

'Pick up your free copy of our latest Revelstoke Homes Catalogue or Leisure Homes r 
1 Brochure at your nearest Revelstoke store, or complete and mail this coupon. 

;FREE! 
O Please send your Revelstoke Homee Catalogue. 

Please send your Leisure Homes Brochure. 
Please have your Sales Consultant call. 

REVEL5TOHEiï 

s 

wn 

IProv. Postal Code 
I Phone 

NN/6/86 
HOE5 

THE CITY OF CALGARY 
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

655000077 

Mail to, Revelstoke Homes 
Box 2501 
Calgary. Alberta 
T2P 2N2 

Attn: Moe Kereluik 
(403) 229 -4666 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Personal Metis history important' 
(Continued from Page 10 of 
Windspeaker's last edition, 
July 25.) 

By Dorothy Daniels 

I take effort to explain 
these aspects of my family's 
history because of the 
importance of their impact 
effect. The slight cautions I 

use in my explanations are 
intended - -- particularily 
when I refer to the "free - 
dons" we took to express 
and practise our culture. 
These slight cautions can 
be interpreted as the way it 
was and has been in many 
respects for Indian and 
Metis people. Sometimes 
even within the sanction of 
our own homes, we spoke 
of "our ways" in secrecy 
and with caution because of 
the misunderstandings and 
severe judgements of the 
past regarding "our ways ". 

In order to understand 
these cautions, one has to 
take into consideration the 
atmospheres of society and 
the varying periods of his- 
tory for Native people. 

Rather than going into 
any detailed description of 

historical situations and 
attempting to examine their 
causes and effects, I would 
like to describe some 
events and relate them to 
what I think was a cause 
and effect by what was 
happening in the larger 
society; within the Native 
society; and to what I grew 
up finding out about Meits 
history. 

As I mentioned, both my 
grandparents were extrem- 
ely proud of their families. 
This pride should naturally 
fuel a continuing sense of 
pride, self- awareness, self - 
assurance and self -reliance 
to the offspring. The 
dynamics of this concept 
should dictate this. 

Why then the repeated 
denial over the years of one 
dear aunt who in her repeti- 
tive way would often say 
"I'm not Indian, I'm not 
Indian I'm French ". When 
she was young she had 
fallen off the back end of an 
old truck and hit her head. 
She developed to the equi- 
valent of a twelve -year old 
child. It's only been within 
the last decade that her 
denials have stopped. 

The community she was 

Blue Quills Native Education Centre 

raised in was once known 
as St. Paul des Metis, Can- 
ada's first and only "Metis 
Reserve" established in the 
1890's. However, when the 
French settlers moved west 
into Alberta with the rest of 
the immigrant movement in 
the early 1920's and 30's, 
the "des Metis" of St. Paul 
was dropped. My auntie 
therefore grew up most of 
her like in what became 
known as a primarily 
French community although 
there were still many Metis 
in the area. 

Perhaps part of the 
answer to my auntie's 
staunch denials may lie in a 
description of father often 
used in his political career 
when describing the 
atmosphere he grew up in 
and one that was used by 
Maria Campbell in her 
book, "Halfbreed ". Maria 
describes my father's situa- 
tion in the following way, 

"Stan Daniels, a 
Halfbreed from St. 
Paul, Alberta was one 
of many children 
raised on bannock, 
rabbits and tea. The 
French kids used to 
kick his ass home 

Heavy Duty Mechanics Instructor 

Duties: To teach first year students. 

from school, as he 
said, and his sanctu- 
ary was a sixteen by 
twenty -four foot mud 
shack where he'd 
hide and cover his 
ears from the taunts 
of `Savage Savage!" 
When I grew up in small 

town Alberta (my father 
was a carpenter so we 
moved from location to 
location depending on 
where he worked) I didn't 
hear the word "Savage" 
very often. Instead, I heard 
"Halfbreed ". But even in 
my young years, I was able 
to interpret the not -so- 
complimentary connota- 
tions of the word. 

It was not until the publi- 
cation of Maria Cambell's 
book that the word changed 
for me and many other 
Half- breeds in this and 
other provinces. The con- 
notations shifted a great 
deal at that time. We 
adopted a pode in being 
known as "beautiful Half - 
breeds". Then another 
change quicklyfollowed. 
Whether it was society's 
preference or the prefer- 
ence of our own people, the 
word "Metis" became 

Employment 
Opportunities 

Qualifications: Alberta Jouneyman's 
Certificate. Minimum of 5 years experience 
in this trade. 

Salary: Negotiable, dependant on 
qualifications and experience. 

Apply to: 
Mr. Norman Simons 
Director of Trades 
B.Q.N.E.C. 
P.O. Box 279 
St. Paul, Alberta 
TOA 3A0 

Employment Opportunity 
Administration Assistant 

Addictions Counsellor 

Duties Include: 
1. One-to-one counselling to individuals and families 
who are affected by alcohol and drug abuse. 
2. To be familiar with Provincial Treatment Centres 
and treatment services in order to make referrals. 
3. Must be able to maintain positive working 
relationships with local agencies. 
4. Must be willing to attend further training and 
workshops on addiction. 
5. Must be willing to travel to isolated communities 
and stay in those communities for up to an average 
of one week a month and provide service. 
6. Must have valid drivers licence and own vehicle. 

Salary: Negotiable, depending on experience. 

Closing Date: August 8, 1986. 

Please submit resume to: 

Carol Dillman, Program Director 
Box 856 
Slave Lake Native Friendship Centre 
Slave Lake, Albeda TOG 2A0 
Phone: (403) 849 -4089 

Reporting to the Director of the training 
program, the administration assistant is 
responsible for the financial and adminis- 
tration functions of the program. 

DUTIES 

much more commonly 
used. I point these name 
changes out to you because 
I believe there was and still 
is today, effects attached to 
the terms used to describe 
Native people. It's these 
effects which have had a 

great deal to do with how 
we think of ourselves and 
how society thinks about 
us. 

As an example, I have a 

bright red T -shirt that has 
written down the front of it, 
a list of ways to write Metis. 
Written on the shirt is 
Mate, Matis, Matte, all 
crossed out and then Metis 
at the bottom. The shirt 
was printed about ten years 
ago - -- during a time when 
there was much question- 
ing both within the Native 
and non -Native commun- 
ity, and when scholars as 

well as laymen began look- 
ing into just who these 
Metis were. 

Just prior to the inquiry 
into seemed to some as a 

new phenomena, the Metis 
had become a very vocal 
group in Alberta society. 
The vocalness came in a 

large part from aspirations 
to improve our lot and in an 
effort to define or readefine 
certain Metis rights as 
related to what seemed to 
me at that time, some dis- 
tant historical maze. 

In order to unravel the 
maze, the concentrated 
research began. All across 
this country, bureaucrats, 
academics, and we our- 
selves wanted to know just 
who we were and what that 
meant individually and the 
Canadian society. 

- One of the early descrip- 
tions that entered from the 
research was "The Forgot- 
ten People ". Althought 
personally the term never 

DOROTHY DANIELS 

sat well with me, it indeed 
could and did describe a 
large part of the situation 
that Metis people were in. I 

only had to think back of 
the conditions I saw when 
still in high school travelling 
weekends into the Native 
communities - -- particular- 
ity the remote and isolated 
commuities. These some- 
times deplorable conditions 
could only be brought 
about because these peo -' 
pie somehow were not 
involved in reaping the 
benefits this great country 
has to offer. The situations 
could probably be easily 
explained away if it was 
only a small portion of the 
people who lived in these 
conditions but there were 
entire communities and 
regions at that time. 

The Forgotten People 
could not easily be recog- 
nized in the work force, in 
business, government, or 
any other aspect of Cana- 
dian society. As the research 
continued and the Metis 
leaders remained active 
and vocal, the Metis began 
coming out of the "wood- 
work". As they came forth, 
my resource base as well as 
society's resource base 
broadened. I no longer 
operated solely from the 
community based and 
organizational perspectives. 

(Continued Next Week) 

Responsibilities required are typing of reports 
and correspondence, maintaining of adminis- 
tration and financial records, completed month 
end balance of books, prepare invoices and 
related documents for payments, assist in 
preparation of payroll, records minutes of 
meetings and other related duties. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Qualifications are knowledge of bookkeeping 
to trial balance stage, should be well organized 
and possess good verbal and written com- 
munications skills, type (60 plus) words per 
minute, filing and experience in office pro- 
cedures, must have general knowledge of word 
processing and micro -computer usage, a 
knowledge of the aims and objectives of the 
Alberta Federation of Metis Settlement Assoc- 
iation and Settlement Sooniyaw Corporation, 
would be an asset. 

This is a term position to December 31, 1986. 
Possibility of extension to the right candidate. 
This competition will remain open until a 

suitable candidate is found. 

The Blue Quills Native Education 
Centre at St. Paul has the following 
positions available for September 1986: 

1. PRINCIPAL - The successful candi- 
date will: 

a) have demonstrated leadership skills 
b) have excellent inter -personal and 
organizational skills 
c) be experienced with, have know- 
ledge of, and have a dedicated com- 
mitment to Native education 

2. CREE LANGUAGE INSTRUCTOR - 
This position will be the teaching of written 
and oral Cree to Grades 9 through 12. 

Please forward your application by 
August 8, 1986 to: 

SALARY 

Salary is commensurate with experience. 

Please forward all resumes with salary 
expectation in confidence to: 

Ms. Cyndy Bedard, Coordinator 
Metis Settlement Carpentry Training Program 

Settlement Sooniyaw Completion 
2nd Floor, 11104 - 107 Avenue. 
Edmonton, Alberta, T5H 0X8 

Leona Dion, Executive Director 
Blue Quills Native Education Centre 
P.O. Box #279 
St. Paul, Alberta TOA 3A0 
or call (403) 645 -4455 

A NEW DAWN IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS 
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Enoch Reserve's Elizabeth Morin, and mother of four children proudly displays 
her journeyman's certificate after four years of apprenticing. - Photo by Rocky Woodward 
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