QUOTABLE QUOTE
“

“We believe that the
premier had a hand in
causing my brother’s
death and notes show
that the premier has
’ not been truthful up
to now about his in-

volvement.”
- — Maynard "Sam"
George on his
belief that |
Ontario Premier
Mike Harris
needs to be held
acccountable for
: the death of
| Dudley George
e e

NEW CHIEF ELECTED

The chiefs of the As-
sembly of First Nations
have elected a new
chief. Phil Fontaine's
rise to power was not an
easy one and

Windspeaker was there
in Vancouver at the end
of July to record the
struggle between the
former Grand Chief of
the Assembly of Mani-
j toba Chiefs and the five
- other candidates.
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GAMES FEVER

- The North American In-
digenous Games held
“in Victoria at the begin-
' ning of August proved
to be a great success.
Windspeaker has the
stories andthe pictures.
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Tribal journey!

Victoria's Inner Harbor hadn't seen a sight like it in 150 years. An estimated 10,000 people jammed the British Columbia
provincial capital's scenic downtown core to withess the arrival of paddlers in their traditional ocean-going canoes. First
Nations people from communities all along the West Coast carved the canoes in the traditional manner. The Aug. 3 arrival
was just part of the cultural pageantry of the 1997 North American Indigenous Games. (More on the games pages 19 to 23.)

Canadian fur exempted from ban

By Kenneth Williams
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Canadian negotiators were
able to earn another exemption
from the European Union’s im-
port ban on fur from countries
that use leg hold traps to har-
vest wild fur. The agreement
allows for Canadian trappers to
continue using the leghold trap
for another two trapping sea-
sons, plus one year, while giv-
ing five years for Canada to de-
velop more humane trapping
methods. The United States and
Russia were also able to negoti-
ate an exemption to. the ban,
which is still is in place and
could cause future problems for
trappers.

This agreement is getting
mixed reviews from a variety of
Aboriginal and trappers’
groups. First Nations repre-
sentatives are upset that the
Europeans negotiated this
agreement with the federal gov-
ernment instead with them.

“Cautiously we're giving [the
agreement] our approval, but
we’re not satisfied with the
process,” said Alan Adam, vice-

chief with the Federation of Sas-
katchewan Indian Nations. He
was part of a Saskatchewan del-
egation that visited several Eu-
ropean capitals last October to
get the European Union to re-

ject the ban. Adam, together

with Saskatchewan’s Northern
Affairs Minister Keith Goulet
and several Indian and Métis
veterans and trappers, met with
European members of Parlia-
ment and officials and the Eu-
ropean media to explain Cana-
dian trapping practices.

“First Nations people have al-
ways insisted on being part of the
process and not being on the out-
side,” said Adam. “First Nations
people are a government too and
we do represent the issue of our
people under our treaties.”

Ainslie Willock, director of
Animal Alliance of Canada,
disagrees with killing animals
for fur, but also feels that Abo-
riginal groups are being used by
Canada’s government and the
fur industry.

“What I initially thought was
that trapping came under Na-
tive law. The federal govern-

_ ment has no business deciding

issues for Native people,” said
Willock. “I think Native people

would have been far more rea-
sonable than the federal govern-
ment and the Europeans.”

Paul Hollingsworth, an
Ojibway from Serpent River,
Ont. and a Native Affairs con-
sultant with the Animal Alliance
of Canada, feels that Aboriginal
people were needed to bolster
the case of Canada, but not al-
lowed to participate in the ne-
gotiations. :

“This is an agreement be-
tween three nations and the [Eu-
ropean Union] and they keep
hiding behind Native people,
but not one Native government
or organization was allowed in
the negotiations and were shut
out. When they asked to be in-
volved they were told to go
away,” said Hollingsworth.
“This goes against the Europe-
ans' own regulations — they
have a policy in place that if
anything effects an Indigenous
population, then they have to
consult the population that will
be affected.”

Goulet, however, said he wel-
comed the decision.

“The European market, which
accounts for more than 70 per
cent of Canadian wild fur sales,
is vitally important to Saskatch-

ewan and Canadian trappers,”
Goulet said from a prepared
statement. “This agreement
means that the European Union
will not ban Canadian furs and
we will be able to continue to do
business with this important
market.”

But Keith Conn, director of
health for the Assembly of First
Nations, feels that this is also a
human rights issue.

“People are trying to protect
and maintain a way of life,” he
said. Canada “saw this as
strictly an economic issue — a
trade issue.”

Adam agrees with Conn.

“What is more important
here? The value of the dollar or
the capability of an individual
to carry out his livelihood?”
asked Adam.

But Willock sees a danger in
this argument.

“I think that if Native people
want the international market
place, they’re going to have to
respond to the international
marketplace,” she said.

Hollingsworth thinks that,
economically, trapping for the
European fashion market is pre-
carious.

(see European fur ban page 39.)
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

VANCOUVER

A subdued Ovide Mercredi sat in his hospitality room with a small group of
supporters and came to terms with the reality that he had lost in his bid for a third
term as Assembly of First Nations national chief.

Only minutes before, Mercredi had made his way across a crowded floor to
dramatically withdraw from the race for national chief and throw his support to
Wendy Grant-John in what turned out to be an unsuccessful attempt to keep Phil
Fontaine out of the national chief’s office.

One by one, supporters lined up with campaign posters in hand for an auto-
graph and a few words with the soon-to-be-former national leader. They thanked
him for his six years of service as the head of the Assembly of First Nations. Many
conveyed thanks from Elders and family members in their communities. They
reminded Mercredi of the ways he had helped them and their people. Frequently,
the short, quiet conversations ended with emotional embraces. One supporter pre-
sented Mercredi with an eagle feather.

The kind words of his supporters brought clouds to the Grand Rapids First Na-
tion Cree man’s eyes which turned to smiles as their friendship reminded him of
better days in his political career.

“You made people proud to be an Indian,” one supporter told him.

That comment broke through the fatigue and disappointment that darkened
Mercredi’s mood.

“That’s a good encapsulation,” he said, smiling broadly and playfully gesturing
to the Windspeaker reporter to write those words down and put them in the paper.

The defeated chief, his spirits lifted by the support, told stories. He remembered
things that had happened along the road which finally led him to this disappoint-
ing late July night in Vancouver.

“I remember one time I was speaking to a group of kids in Temisgaming. I wanted
to get them involved but they were shy. But I was using a microphone and I could
see they were fascinated by it. So I asked them to give advice to me about what I
should do as national chief — this was in the early days of my first term — and I
told them they had to use the microphone to talk to me,” he recalled. “That worked.
They started to participate. And I remember one kid told me ‘Listen to your mother’
and that’s advice that’s served me well.” Al

Both of Mercredi’s parents were at the chiefs assembly. He consulted with them
before deciding to withdraw.

After consoling his closest supporters with a few more anecdotes, Mercredi re-
turned to the main hall to cast his vote in the fourth and final ballot. Afterward,
pursued by a crowd of journalists, he returned to his campaign headquarters to
give his last press conference as national chief.

With the votes not yet counted, Mercredi conducted the interview under the
assumption that Wendy Grant-John would defeat Phil Fontaine in the fight to re-
place him. This outcome eventually proved to be false. By praising Grant-John’s
approach, he delivered what many interpreted as a critique of Fontaine. Those
present during the press conference understood more than oth- |
ers the depth of Mercredi’s gesture to promote unity when ___ g8
he later embraced Phil Fontaine and called him “my o
friend” in front of the assembly.

“Wendy Grant is the closest to my philosophy,
to my platform and to my style of leadership.
She’s not going to make deals with government |
that will threaten treaty rights or Aboriginal &=
rights,” he said. “Wendy Grant is also a per-
son that believes in grassroots participation.
She’ll put the people first. She’ll also be one
that will carry a lot of the examples that I tried
to provide as the chief and that is to go to the
communities. She will go to the communi-
ties. She’s not an elitist.

“What’s happening with our people right
now is an awareness and an awakening of - e
their place in this country,” he added. “And Fo e o gl
a realization that change is needed. Notin- | &
cremental reform but fundamental change in
terms of how we are treated in this coun-

”
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Mercredi was asked if he had any ad-
vice for the new national chief.
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on the outs

“Well, because she’s new, and because she’s not me, she’ll obviously have a
head start in terms of building a good relationship with the Liberal government.
And she has the support of the chiefs. It’s important to have the support of the
chiefs because that way the government can’t go to your enemies or your detrac-
tors as Ron Irwin did in my case,” he replied.

Mercredi delivered several other political punches to Fontaine during the course
of the press conference. When a reporter pointed out to him that all his answers
reflected an assumption that Grant-John would win and then asked what would
happen if Fontaine was the victor, Mercredi refused to consider that possibility.

“It’s not going to happen that way,” he said.

Asked about his legacy, Mercredi didn’t talk about specifics.

“] think that my greatest achievement is the rapport that I established with my

- own people. I may not always have won the support of the chiefs, but you can see

that the people are very appreciative of the work that I have done,” he said.

Asked about regrets, Mercredi chose not to judge his own performance.

“Yes, that’s true. I have some regrets. The inability of our country to accomodate
my people. That would be my greatest regret,” he said. “But I'm not the last per-
son to fight for fundamental changes. Wendy Grant will also fight for those things.
Chief Fontaine would have been satisfied with incremental change. He’s more
like the Prime Minister’s step-by-step approach. What we need in this country isa
major revolution, not incremental change. Unless there’s some serious effort to
address the Indian poverty, there’s going to be some serious consequences for this
country.”

Mercredi took advantage of his last appearance in front of a large group of re-
porters from national media organizations to send a reminder to Canadian politi-
cians and the Canadian public.

“This country has to face the reality that it cannot promote itself as a cham-
pion of human rights internationally and fail to respect and implement the
fundamental rights of our people. This country also has to wake up to
the fact that it cannot celebrate its wealth and its quality of life and take
great pride in receiving these platitudes from the United Nations when
my people are living in poor housing conditions in poor health across
the country. What this country has to realize is that if they want
reconciliation, if they want peace, the main issue that they’re deal-
ing with is not Quebec, it’s First Nations. That’s not the case. The
politicians in this country still think Canada is white only.”
Asked if he believed that Canada would be ready in the fore-
seeable future to accept his vision of how things should be,
Mercredi said no.
“Not without direct action,” he explained. “I don'’t really ex-
pect that the white politicians are going to see daylight tomor-
row because we have a new national chief. I'm a realist. All I say
is that there’ll be an opportunity for the national chief to try to
make gains for us. But we have to help that national chief with
direct action.

“We have been waiting too long for justice,” he added. “We can't
wait anymore. We have to now move towards mass political action and

I don’t mean just blockades. I'm talking about involving our youth, all
“the women and all the men in some direct action that will embarass the

Canadia;n government internationally. That’s the movement I want to be
part of.”
Given that hint about Mercredi’s future plans, the reporters quizzed
him about his post-AFN role. He said he will remain in Ottawa at
least until his daughter graduates from high school in three
years. He also said he will not practice law. But that was
all he would say that night.
In parting, Mercredi urged Prime Minister Chretien
to meet with the chiefs. Chretien repeatedly refused
to meet with Mercredi, despite at least three very
public invitations and much complaining about the
lack of access that the national chief was given to
the prime minister. Ironically, in the last days of
his tenure, Mercredi said, he received a letter
from the prime minister stating that Chretien
was willing to work with First Nations regard-
ing the report of the Royal Commission on Abo-
riginal Peoples.
The former AFN chief urged the prime min-
ister to follow through on that offer.
“He should meet with the chiefs. All the
chiefs,” Mercredi said. “We don’t want [Indian
g | Affairs] to do a damned thing on this issue.
& " ; This is a political process that should be con-
ducted on a nation-to-nation basis.”

i et i

September 1997

Fontai

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

VANCOUVER

If every decision made by the
new chief of the Assembly of
First Nations receives the same
enthusiastic unified support
from the chiefs that his first de-
cision garnered, the next three
years will be very productive
ones for Aboriginal people ir
Canada.

Elected after banging out :
backroom deal with runner-ug
Wendy Grant-John —a deal tha
avoided a fifth ballot whicl
would have been completec
around dawn Pacific time —Phi
Fontaine’s first move as nationa
chief was to postpone the nex
morning’s 9 0’clock meeting.

Voting began early on th
morning of July 30 as more tha
500 chiefs or their proxies gatt
ered for the AFN’s annual ger
eral assembly held-this year i
Vancouver. Some 18 hours afte
it began, the selection proces
was completed. Fontaine deli
ered his victory speech at3 a.n

It was an exciting race fror

start to finish. Incumbent Ovid
Mercredi was out in front by
single vote after the first ball
— at 127, he led Fontaine at 1-
and Grant-John at 123. But Bc
Manuel’s supporters chose |
shift to Fontaine for the secon
ballot and the end was in sig]
for Mercredi.

By finishing sixth and last ¢
the first ballot, Manuel w.
eliminated. He was followed |
Joe Dion after the second vo!
Larry Sault hung on for a thi
ballot despite earning a me
nine per cent of the vote in b.
lot two. It may have proven
be a shrewd move for the C
tario candidate who found hi
self in the position of king-mal
for the fourth ballot. Both of |
surviving candidates caucus
with the Ontario chiefs behi
closed doors in the second-fle
Ontario headquarters just pr

@
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Fontaine chosen to fill top spot

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

VANCOUVER

If every decision made by the
new chief of the Assembly of
First Nations receives the same
enthusiastic unified support
from the chiefs that his first de-
cision garnered, the next three
years will be very productive
ones for Aboriginal people in
Canada.

Elected after banging out a
backroom deal with runner-up
Wendy Grant-John — a deal that
avoided a fifth ballot which
would have been completed
around dawn Pacific time — Phil
Fontaine’s first move as national
chief was to postpone the next
morning’s 9 o’clock meeting.

Voting began early on the
morning of July 30 as more than
500 chiefs or their proxies gath-
ered for the AFN'’s annual gen-
eral assembly held this year in
Vancouver. Some 18 hours after
it began, the selection process
was completed. Fontaine deliv-
ered his victory speech at 3 a.m.

It was an exciting race from
start to finish. Incumbent Ovide
Mercredi was out in front by a
single vote after the first ballot
— at 127, he led Fontaine at 126
and Grant-John at 123. But Bob
Manuel’s supporters chose to
shift to Fontaine for the second
ballot and the end was in sight
for Mercredi.

By finishing sixth and last on
the first ballot, Manuel was
eliminated. He was followed by
Joe Dion after the second vote.
Larry Sault hung on for a third
ballot despite earning a mere
nine per cent of the vote in bal-
lot two. It may have proven to
be a shrewd move for the On-
tario candidate who found him-
self in the position of king-maker
for the fourth ballot. Both of the
surviving candidates caucused
with the Ontario chiefs behind
closed doors in the second-floor
Ontario headquarters just prior

[ ]

[

‘security

to the deciding ballot. In fact, the
two leaders arrived at Ontario
headquarters within minutes of
each other. Grant-John was forced
to wait in the hall while Fontaine
made his pitch to the chiefs. She
followed him after a 20-minute
wait.

But while Sault’s supporters
were important in the final out-
come, it came down to Grant-
John to make the deal that ended
the race.

With just two candidates re-
maining for the fourth ballot, one
of them had to get 60 per cent of
the vote to be declared the new
national chief. When chief elec-
toral officer Bob Johnson an-
nounced the results, Fontaine led

255 to 217. That gave the Mani- -

toba grand chief just 54 per cent
of the vote and meant there
would be at least one more trip
to the polls for the chiefs and
proxies.

But Johnson invited the candi-
dates to the dias to meet and see
if another ballot could be avoided.
The two candidates and their
campaign staff met-in the front of
the room as ,

guards kept a
throng of me-

dia members
away.

After sev- n
eral minutes
of discus-
sions, the can-
didates left
the hall to
meet in more
private sur-
roundings,
but reporters
heard that the
deal was done
a good half-
hour before
the others in
theroom. Sas-
katchewan
Chief Blaine
Favel walked
away from the
first meeting

of the candidates and said “It’s
over. She's going to concede. It'll
go to Fontaine.”

Favel was immediately sur-
rounded by reporters as he ex-
plained what he’d overheard.

Shortly after, electoral officer
Johnson told the chiefs what the
press already knew, that Phil
Fontaine would be the next na-
tional chief.

Grant-John apparently asked
for one significant favor in ex-
change for her co-operation.
Among Fontaine’s first remarks
as national chief was a statement
endorsing the British Columbia
treaty process. Grant-John's hus-
band, Edward John, is the Grand
Chief of the First Nations Sum-
mit, the organization of British
Columbia chiefs whose commu-
nities are participating in the
treaty process.

But the new national chief also
added his thanks to “a small
group of chiefs from the interior”
of British Columbia in an attempt
toavoid alienating other chiefs in
the westernmost province who
don’t support the treaty process.

Immediately after Phil
Fontaine’s win was announced,
he asked outgoing National
Chief Ovide Mercredi to ad-
dress the assembly. Despite the
bitter rivalry that had devel-
oped between the two
Manitobans, the new national
chief paid his respects to his
predecessor, introducing him as
“my friend, Ovide Mercredi.”

“We have to work together,”
Mercredi told the chiefs. “When
I was your national chief I
didn’t see the unity that I
wanted to see. Let’s start now!
We can’t help the people di-
vided.”

Mercredi ended his farewell
address by asking the chiefs to
support “my friend, Phil
Fontaine.” The two embraced
with great emotion before the
new national chief continued

with his victory speech.

“] want to thank all the chiefs
of this land — this beautiful
land which is our land,”
Fontaine said.

“1 want to make it very clear
this evening that my responsi-
bility and my commitment is to
the First Nations,” he added.
“I’'m humbled, truly humbled,
by this experience.”

Fontaine dedicated his win to
the memory of his mother who
died nine years ago. He told the
chiefs that she was his inspira-
tion, that she raised 10 sons and
two daughters by herself.

The new national chief spoke
of the new spirit the election
campaign and the assembly
seemed to have brought to the
AFN. He called the Vancouver
gathering an ”mcredxbly won-
derful unifying process.”

Long, night,
long fight!

[t was an exhausting night for candidates
and voters participating in the election of
the Assembly of First Nation National
Chief. From bottom left to top right: While
Ovide Mercredi led the race after the first
ballot, he would soon come to the
conclusion that a third consecutive term
in office was not in the cards. Mercredi is
seen here walking across the floor to
support Wendy Grant-John.

It was a night of tough decisions. After the
fourth ballot Grant-John trailed leader Phil
Fontaine by 38 votes. It was time for a deal.
Grant-John would concede the race, if
Fontaine would publicly support the treaty
process in British Columbia. He did, and
then again, he didn't — and won.

New National Chief Phil Fontaine has
renewed his commitment to First Nations
and promised a new improved relationship
with the Canadian government.

Assembly asked for unity

“When we demonstrate soli-
darity and unity we’re speaking
not just to each other but to the
nation — to the world,” he said.

The next day, new Indian Af-
fairs Minister Jane Stewart

joined Fontaine at the head ta-

ble as Stewart congratulated the
new national chief and fielded
questions from the remaining
delegates.

She refused to be pinned
down on any of the major is-
sues. She frequently pled igno-
rance when asked to answer
particularly tough questions,
pointing out that she had been
on the job for less than two
months.

The business that the assem-
bly was scheduled to deal with
on the final day was tabled and
referred to the executive com-
mittee.
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Operation Rainbow nets offenders probation

By David Stapieton
Windspeaker Contributor

GORE BAY, Ont.

While 21 Native hunters
charged in Ontario’s Operation
Rainbow were given two years

robation for violating On-
tario’s Fish and Game Act, the
entire case has put seven First
Nation communities at war
with Ontario’s Ministry of
Natural Resources.

Originally, 35 people were
charged following what has
been described as a sting opera-
tion conducted by the ministry.
The sting was organized after
reports of illegal hunting on
Manitoulin Island and devel-
oped over a two-year period. It
brought nearly 350 charges un-
der the Fish and Game Act, in-
cluding hunting at night, hunt-
ing out of season, trespassing,
using a small calibre rifle while
deer hunting, careless use of
firearms and selling wild game.

All the Native people charged
have consistently denied wrong-
doing, insisting they were within
their rights as Aboriginal people.
Allegations of racism, entrap-
ment and the extensive use of al-

cohol by ministry officers to re-
cruit Aboriginal guides and
hunters and encourage them to
break the law brought the sting
to national attention.

Gore Bay’s courtroom
erupted in applause, cheers,
whistles, laughter and weeping

as provincial court Judge
William Fitzgerald brought
down his sentences.

Patrick Nadijwon, a defence
lawyer, called the ruling “an in-
credible act of courage” while
Crown Attorney Brian Grover
hailed it as “creative.”

But West Bay First Nation
Chief Glen Hare doesn’t view
the sentence of probation as vic-
tory.

“It sure as hell wasn't victory.
This was our last shot at this
court. We are standing up for
our people. We went through
turmoil and devastation be-
cause of this trial. We spent
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars — what came out of it?
Nothing!”

Hare said Native people’s an-
ger and frustration is boiling
over. The chief said the case is
just one more attack in an end-
less series of government at-
tacks on treaty and inherent
rights.

Hareis so thathe and his
council have told tribal police to
stop and confiscate any vehicle
driven onto the reserve by min-
istry conservation officers.

“Iwill burn them if I have to,”
referring to ministry trucks. The
same policy will hold for seven
other First Nation communities
on the Island.

“The MNR treats us like we
are stupid. They know we are
getting stronger. We won't run.
They have broken our trustand
will never get it back,” said

Hare. He promises that the cur-
rent relationship between the
ministry and Native people will
lead to violence.

Besides Hare, the United
Chiefs and Councils of
Manitoulin is also convinced
the hunters were within their
rights to do what they did.

Martin Bayer, tribal chairper-
son of the organization, said a
lack of money prevented further
research into Native land treaty
rights dating back to 1763 and
hampered the defence. The
United Chiefs and Councils of
Manitoulin hoped to submit
documented evidence support-
ing Native customs and tradi-
tions which Ontario law deems
unlawful.

Because of the incomplete re-
search, defence team lawyer
James Weppier argued that a
sentencing circle should be al-
lowed since the Native
defendents hadn’t been al-
lowed a full and proper de-
fence, adding “the conse-
quences of this case go far be-
yond this courtroom, histori-
cally, socially and politically.”

Fitzgerald denied the request
saying it wouldn’t help the
court or rehabilitate those ac-
cused, because there was “very
live concern” over the defend-
ants’ inability to accept respon-
sibility or show remorse for
their hunting offences.

Ian Anderson, a ministry con-
servation officer, maintains the
crackdown on illegal hunting in

the area was needed.

“There was a demonstrated
problem from our perspective.
Something had to be done. In
the late 1980s we were receiv-
ing over 100 complaints during
deer season for poachmg and
other violations.”

Anderson has indicated he
had support for the investiga-
tion from a cross-section of the
Manitoulin public, and that
there is a marked decrease iniil-
legal hunting as a result of Op-
eration Rainbow.

Defendant Joe Lafort main-
tained during the trial’s closing
days he would ignore the sen-
tence, pay no fine and go to jail
if need be.

“T am not guilty and am go-
ing to court in protest!” Laford
was convicted of illegally sell-
ing deer meat.

As defence lawyers and the
Crown argued about appropri-
ate sanctions Olive McGregor,
the mother of nine of the de-
fendants, spoke out on the
courthouse steps.

“How would you feel if your
children had little to eat. With
the unemployment on the re-
serves, if the MNR put that
money in front of you, wouldn't
you take it?”

She referred to undercover
conservation officers who ap-
proached Native hunters and
offered to buy deer carcasses for
up to $250 each.

Garry Ense, a resident of West
Bay said “there’s a lot of anger.

Right from the start Operation
Rainbow was a set-up. The
whole purpose is to discredit
the argument for Native hunt-
ing and fishing rights. They
want that issue to look so bad
for Native people that the gov-
ernment will never support it.”

“Why did the MNR go after

the little guys? They come in
plain clothes, offering beer,
money, rifles and ammunition.
Who will turn that down when
you have no money, are poor
and have no job?”said Ense.

Gore Bay Mayor Larry Lane,
who has 19 years of municipal
service, said he took flak from
constituents and councillors for
a resolution he supported call-
ing for a negotiated out-of-court
settlement.

“I don’t like that kind of en-
trapment. I wouldn’t want it
done to me, and I don’t like see-
ing it done to anybody else.”

Lane, thinking of the possible
social upheaval from the case,
said he can’t understand why a
negotiated settlement couldn’t
be reached between Ontario
and the Native community.

“More than one-third of
Manitoulin’s population is Na-
tive. Surely we have to find bet-
ter ways to resolve issues.”

Lane wonders in the end
what was the terrible crime?

“Nobody was killed. No gov-
ernment secrets passed on. There
was white-tailed deer sold. But
the Island is not depleted of deer.
We still have too many.”

"Celebrating a Generation of Indian Self-Determination and Tribal Soverelgnty
in Health Care Delivery” :

TO REGISTER:

1546 Annual

National Indian Healtbh Loard

60]25 umer GOIZ/.QI‘QIZ ce

September 23 - 25, 1997

Spokane Convention Centre & Opera House

please call NIHB @ (303) 759-3075
for an official or fax registration form

Host Hotel: Ridpath Hotel

Rates Until September 1, 1997: $68 single, $72 double

Reservations: 1-800-814-5698

Spokane, Washington

EARLY REGISTRATIONS BY AUGUST 22, 1997:

HOTEL INFORMATION:

TRAVEL INFORMATION:

Individual: $200

Presenters: $100

Students/Seniors: $75
Groups of 5+: $175

per person

Overflow Hotel: Double Tree City Centre

Rates Until August 28, 1997: 567 single, $82 double

Reservations: 1-800-222-TREE

UNIGLOBE Advance Travel - Denver, CO Reservations: (800) 548-5377
(Please reference "NIHB Conference” when placing hotel and/or travel reservations.)

EXHIBITOR AND CONFERENCE PROGRAM ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE!
Exhibit Space Fees by August 22, 1997:

Exhibitors: $275

Arts & Crafts: $200

Conference Program Advertising Space Fees:

Full Page: $150
Quarter Page: 575

Half Page: $100
Business Card: S35

For more informaTion, conTacT: NaTtional Indian Health Board
137% South Colorado Boulewmd Suite A-707, Denver, CO 80222
Telephone: (303) 759-7075 Fax: (707) 759-7674
1972 - 1997 - National Indian Health Board - Celebrating 25 Years of Health Advocacy
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Agreement reached on Kanesatake cemetery

By Kenneth Williams
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OKA, Que.

A small cemetery next to the
Village of Oka, Que. became the
symbol of all that was wrong
with Canada’s policy towards
settling land claims with its First
Nations.

In 1990, when the village
wanted to expand a golf course
onto that cemetery, the
Mohawk people of Kanesatake
said enough was enough.

The situation escalated to
armed confrontation between
the Canadian army and the
Mohawk people in what be-
came known internationally as
the 1990 Oka crisis. This crisis
forever changed the way
Canada would deal with First
Nations issues.

Seven years later, events are
circling back towards the cem-
etery, but this time the news is
good. After seven months of
what an Indian Affairs news re-
lease called “intensive negotia-
tions” the Village of Oka agreed
on Aug. 18 to sell to the Cana-
dian government more than
12,000 sq. m of land to expand
the cemetery. Quebec law stipu-
lates that this agreement must
be ratified by the province
through an order-in-council, but
this is believed to be just a for-
mality.

“This announcement is im-
portant [because] the land the

municipality agreed to sell is in
the pasture next to the cem-
etery,” said Helene Philippe, a
spokesperson for Indian Affairs.

The negotiations for the cem-
etery were just a small part of
the larger issue of determining
the land base for Kanesatake.

“This event took place in a
larger context,” said Philippe.
“One of the questions is the land
base, and the land that will be
bought by the federal govern-
ment is part of the negotiations
on theland base. . . the status of
the Jand base will be determined
by the negotiations.”

“The government of Canada
is committed to settling the
grievances of the Mohawks of
Kanesatake in the interests of
all concerned,” said Eric
Maldoff, the chief federal ne-
gotiator for Kanesatake, from
a prepared statement. “Our
approach has been to seek
practical solutions and to re-
build confidence among the
parties through steady
progress. With this agreement,
we have taken another signifi-
cant step forward.”

Maldoff has been the negotia-
tor since 1995 and was instru-
mental in a three-party policing
agreement between the
Mohawks of Kanesatake, the
government of Canada and the
Quebec government.

James Gabriel, grand chief of
the Kanesatake Mohawk Com-
munity is also pleased with the
agreement.

“I believe that congratulations
are in order [because] they’ve
worked very hard at it for the
past seven months. I'm very sat-
isfied with the results,” he said.
“It’s a small part of the land that
was being looked at for the ex-
pansion of the golf course.”

Gabriel said that Maldoff was
in constant communication
with the Kanesatake people,
constantly updating them with
the process of the negotiations
and ensuring that he under-
stood their concerns as well.

One of the difficulties, said
Gabriel, was that the Village of
Oka was trying to impose con-
ditions for the use of land be-
fore they sold it. These were
terms that Gabriel felt were un-
acceptable.

“No one is going to dictate to
us on how we’re going to use
theland. That was the main set-
back,” he said. “We already
have community members bur-
ied there — we're not going to
use [the land] for anything other
than a cemetery.”

But would buying this land
before the 1990 crisis have
averted it? “The issues revolv-
ing around the crisis of 1990
were very complex. It's very
hard to say in hindsight that it
would have averted the crisis.
It's along, long history that peo-
ple have dropped the ball on
many occasions,” said Gabriel.
“What we have seven years
down the road is the openness
of the federal government to

FILE PHOTO

This small cemetary was at the centre of a storm between the
Village of Oka and the Mohawk community of Kanesatake.

look at our issues.”

The negotiations are continu-
ing and Gabriel is pleased with
their progress so far. There are

still outstanding issues, but he

feels they are within reach.
“I'm satisfied with the work
that Maldoff’s done so far,” said
Gabriel. “He’s demonstrated a
sense of fair play and a willing-
ness to look at solutions to our

outstanding issues.”

As for relations between the
Mohawk people and the citi-
zens of Oka, Gabriel thinks that
this agreement is a stepping-
stone towards a sense of recon-
ciliation between the two.

Jean Ouellette, the mayor of
Oka was unavailable for com-
ment despite repeated attempts
to contact him.
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Sensitivity for those
in hospital necessary

Dear Editor:

For the last month and to the
date of this writing in mid-Au-
gust, my husband has been in
the Intensive Care Unit at the
University Hospital in
Saskatoon fighting for his life.
The following is difficult for
me to write, but I feel it is nec-
essary.

All the patients in this unit
are in a life-and-death situa-
tion and their families are
highly stressed. It has been
necessary for me to stay at the
hospital because I was not
sure when he would die and I
wanted to be near to him. I
also live miles away from the
hospital.

I have always respected the
Native culture and, some of
you will know, have worked
to bring back the knowledge
of plant medicine, but I must
point out to you, the native
people, that you must think of
others in these situations. The
following is what I encoun-
tered:

Large groups of family
members taking up all seats
and couches and taking over

A kEAL MANM:N,

7

ker

THIS BOY 15 BEOMING A

)
. i oy
§Q$w49

rooms and not making them
available to others. Even when
I did find a place to sit or lie
down for a minute someone
would push me away. I had to
stand in the hall and sleep
upstairs in the main lobby be-
cause no one had the sensitiv-
ity to make room for me.

I was one person alone.

Also, the patients need to be
kept away from bugs and vi-
ruses, and with so many peo-
ple wandering in and out of
the unit without washing to
sterilize themselves they make
the situation worse for the
ones they love and the others
being cared for. |

When I spoke to the hospi-
tal administration about this
situation they told me that
they were afraid of legal prob-
lems with human rights.
Surely we must work together
in these situations.

Please, if you read this, do
not be angry because you were
hurt by my ancestors. . . I
know that. Consider your ac-
tions in these situations.

Kahlee Keane

TREN TWo BUCKETS A WATERY /6 MY DREANS,...TVE BECOME
LALL BY MYSEIEi

WIN DSPEAKER Page 7

Wading into blessed waters

Marie Adel Sha'oulle and Thomas Tsannie travelled from Waterton Lake, Sask. to
take part in the Lac Ste. Anne Pilgrimage. The annual event took place from July
19 to 24. Some estimates put the number of people attending the pilgrimage as
high as 40,000. Many travelled from across North America to take part in the
sacred event. People held hands and prayed as they waded into the cool waters
of the lake, located 100 km west of Edmonton. The lake has held strong spiritual
significance for Native people for centuries.

SEm——

By Karl Terry

ANyrIMEIN

AT
ANKGHHY 1 ARHE

CAN LIFT TWICE

(I
AS MICH WATER,

| ieck no cravMA
s G e

AN NOW IF YOULL EXCUSEM
TIL Pyr oNmy APRON AN'

A STRoNG INDIAN WARRIOR..

v 4

(| WHAT A STRONG MAN

ONE WHO RN AMONG To' BEARS

Vit g

7/

7/
4/4
72

SUFINISH BAKING MY COOKIES...
AND NOW [T HAS BECOME A ,
| REALITY, |

7

SN
NIRRT
__ DTS

% A

o daode v R

Ynar Ao 4. b -2

gk 4



5
&3
:3
v %
»
4

Page 8

WINDSPEAKER

September 1997

Indian \

Country

 Communiry EVENTS |

To include your event in this calendar,
please call (403) 455-2700 or

1-800-661-5469 or fax: (403) 455-7639 or
Email: edwind@ammsa.com

CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE
is now recruiting Aboriginal Foster Families call (403) 479-1999 for
more information

JUDITH DUMONT SOCIETY -
WORKSHOPS FOR ABUSED WOMEN
Every Thurs., 9:30 am - 11:30 am, Surrey, BC (604) 597-4741

| PRINCE ALBERT METIS FALL FESTIVAL
Sept. 5 - 7, 1997 Prince Albert, SK (306) 953-1997 Georgette
| Arcand

INDIGENOUS STUDENTS COUNCIL POW WOW
Sept. 10, 1997 University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK
(306) 975-1284 Bob Dodd

4TH ANNUAL ABORIGINAL CULTURAL FESTIVAL
Sept. 12 - 14, 1997 Vancouver, BC (604) 684-6992 or
1-888-450-2696 see ad page 17

ABORIGINAL INTER-AGENCY MEETING
Sept. 16, 1997, 1:15 pm, Edmonton, AB (403) 479-1999

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL SYMPOSIUM ON AGING
Sept. 16 - 18, 1997 Edmonton, AB (403) 476-6595 see ad page 16

IANE CAREER SYMPOSIUM
Sept. 17 - 18, 1997 Centre Hall Wheatland Complex, Saskatoon,
SK (306) 955-3622 Pat Auger or (306) 933-3727

MANAGING TRANSITIONS CONFERENCE 97
Sept. 19 - 21, 1997 Native Mental Health Association, Edmonton,
AB (604) 793-1983

NATIVE BROTHERHOOD SOCIETY CORRECTIONAL
INSTITUTE POW WOW

Sept. 21, 1997 Edmonton, AB Call for security clearance
(403) 472-6052 ext. 336

15TH ANNUAL NATIONAL INDIAN HEALTH BOARD
CONSUMER CONFERENCE
Sept. 23 - 25, 1997 Spokane, WA (303) 759- 3075 see ad page 4

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES: FIRST NATIONS SCHOOL
BOARD TRAINING - PLANNING & BUDGETING
Sept. 24 - 26, 1997 Winnipeg, MB (204) 896-3449

CANDO CONFERENCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS 1997

Sept. 25 - 27, 1997 Montreal, QC (403) 990-0303 see ad page 35

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES: 3RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE:
ABORIGINAL YOUTH HEALING AND COUNSELLING
STRATEGIES

Oct. 22 - 24, 1997 Winnipeg, MB (204) 896-3449

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND HIV IN PRISON
Oct. 23 - 25, 1997 Winnipeg, MB (604) 291-5216 see ad page 12

PRINCE ALBERT INDIAN/METIS FRIENDSHIP CENTRE
2ND ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENCE
Oct. 24 - 26, 1997 Prince Albert, SK (306) 764-3431

REBELS WITH A CAUSE

Oct. 24, 1997 Calgary Metropolitan Centre, Tickets $35 Subsidy
Available. Contact the Elizabeth Fry Society (403) 294-0737

DREAMCATCHERS CONFERENCE
Oct. 24 - 26, 1997 Edmonton, AB (403) 497-5188 se@e ad page 35

10TH ANNUAL B.C. HIV/AIDS CONFERENCE

Oct. 26 - 28, 1997 Vancouver, BC (604) 822-2626 or toll free within
BC 1-800-663-0348

17TH ANNUAL STATEWIDE ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE
PREVENTION SYMPOSIUM
Nov. 2 - 6, 1997 Anchorage, AK (907) 258-6021

NATIVE WOMEN & WELLNESS CONFERENCE EAST
Nov. 7 - 9, 1997 Toronto, ON (705) 725-0790 see ad page 13

CANADIAN ABORIGINAL FESTIVAL & TORONTO
INTERNATIONAL POW WOW

Nov. 29 - 30, 1997 SkyDome Toronto, ON (416) 870-8000
Ticketmaster

By Lisa Gregoire

Micmac ﬁnds respect in Japan

Windspeaker Contributor
RED BAND, N.B.

Tulley Spotted Eagle Boy, 39,
is a recovered alcoholic, 13 years
sober.

He’s a spiritual leader, a
Micmac drummer and dancer, a
counsellor and, this month, he
added a new role to the roster:
international Micmac spiritual
ambassador.

From Aug. 2 to 4, Tulley at-
tended the Interreligious Gath-
ering of Prayer for World Peace
in Kyoto, Japan and discovered
something his youthful travels
had indicated years before —
sometimes you have to leave the
reserve to get respect.

“They gave me so much honor
there, lots of respect. It was un-
believable. I wish I had every-
body here right there with me,’
he sa1d of his 350 or so friends
and family at the Red Bank First
Nation in northeastern New
Brunswick.

“I sang and played the drum
and danced. It was the most ex-
citing thing. I felt like Elvis
Presley there.” He paused and
thenlaughed. “I feltlike a king.”

For three days, hundreds of
spiritual leaders from around
the world gathered in Kyoto and
then traveled to Mount Hiei to
share their"thoughts for a better
world and pray for peace.

The tradition began 10 years
ago at the beckoning of Japanese
spiritual leaders. They promised
then that their efforts would
continue. So on the 10th anniver-
sary of that first meeting, they
puta call out to their colleagues
around the world and asked
them to return.

Reverend James Parkes Morton of the Interfail Centre of New
York (left) invited Tulley Spotted Eagle Boy to Japan to attend
the Interreligious Gathering of Prayer for World Peace.

Reverend Jim Morton, a friend
of Tulley’s at the Interfaith Cen-
tre of New York, had been in-
vited to bring an Aboriginal rep-
resentative and since Tulley and
he had attended other gatherings
together before, it was easy to de-
cide where to extend that invita-
tion.

Tulley was not only the only
Aboriginal Canadian attending
the summit — he was the only
Canadian.

“We talked about world
peace and how we should work
together to strive for world
peace. Everybody from differ-
ent countries had an opportu-
nity to express their ideas and
prayers,” he said.

“I said we need to mend the
sacred hoop, the circle of all peo-
ples, uniting together. And all the
people had the same idea.”

For Tulley, it was a personal
epiphany, the most powerful

event he’s ever experienced.
And for Aboriginal Canadians,
it was a way to gain respect for
tradition, for Aboriginal spiritu-
ality and for leadership.

“It would make all the people
in the Miramichi proud,” he
said, referring to the nearby
non-Native community. “It
would make the non-Native
people here proud of us. Be-
cause people were recognizing
our culture there, how unique
it is and how important it is.”

Japanese newspapers
couldn’t get enough of him, he
said. And children waved and
clapped when he drummed and
sang.

But while his dress, his songs
and his ceremonial dances
added a new flavor to this
year’s summit, his words and
his beliefs fit snugly with those
of his brethren.

(see Spiritual leader page 40)

First Nations School Board Training:
Planning and Budgeting

Crowne Plaza (Holiday Inn Downtown)

Winnipeg, Manitoba

September 25 - 26, 1997
Pre-Conference Workshop September 24, 1997

P PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP ¢

A. Education Committee/School Board: Roles and Responsibilities

Mr. Randy Johnston
Ms. Julia Johnston

Director of Education
Director of Education

Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation
Montreal Lake Cree Nation

s P WORKSHOPS ¢ ' |

NOTE: Workshops (#1 - #4) are 2 days long. Thursday and Friday
#1 Developing Effective Band-Operated Schools

Mr. Lorne Hooper

Learming Sources

#2 Strategic Aboriginal Community Education Planning

Franklin Freeland, Ph.D.

Navajo Nation

#3 Stretch Your Dollars & Achieve Your Goals
Budgeting & Planning Issues at Band-Operated Schools

Pier de Paola, Ph.D.

Mr. Dan Bradshaw

O'Chiese Education

#4 Enhancing Your Budget by Convincing INAC You Qualify for Additional Funding
- Budgeting is More Than a Once A Year Exercise

Mr. Randy Johnston

MSs. Julia Johnston

Director of Education
Director of Education

Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation
Montreal Lake Cree Nation

For Registration Form, Hotel and Airline Information Contact:

R.S. Phillips & Associates

517 Bower Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P OL7

Phone: (204) 896-3449

Fax: (204) 889-3207

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY PRE-REGISTERING BY SEPTEMBER 16, 1997
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Suffering from the birthday blues

In the space of a single
month, the one leading up to
my 35th birthday, my life has
been turned inside out. My
normal complacent existence
is no more. I don’t know
what’s happening anymore.

Normally, I like that in my
life, but this time it’s different.
It’s almost as if the world
doesn’t like me anymore and
wants to make sure I know it.
It started off like a normal
enough month, with the wel-
comed flowering of spring, the
first official wearing of the
shorts to welcome the grow-
ing warmth and sun.

Everything looked like it

‘would be a fabulous summer

and I was eagerly awaiting the
barbecues, the bike rides and
all the other assorted fun ac-
tivities one expects this time of
year. Especially for one’s
birthday.

And then the fickleness of
the Creator made it known
that all was going too well in
the life of Drew Hayden
Taylor. Evidently this had to
be stopped. And stopped
hard. To top it all off, the Crea-
tor was very creative and en-
thusiastic about it and set it

forth with great gusto. First of
all, the wonderful two-storey
apartment I have been living
in for the last five years, lo-
cated in a nice house on a
beautifully treed street, is now
up for sale. I may or may not
be sold with the apartment.
The future is uncertain, de-
pending on who buys the
house and how they feel about
Native playwrights as tenants.
I promise no Ojibway iambic
pentameter after 10 p.m.
Then, to further alienate me
from my home and sanctuary,
my girlfriend makes the

monumental decision to move

out. Away. Leaving me alone.
In a deserted apartment. The
cruelest blow came when she
even took our cat. That’s cold.
Now I’'m catless and poten-
tially homeless. What’s this

world coming to?

A year-and-a-half ago, she
convinced me to go down to
the Humane Society with her
and get a feline friend. She
then asked me to name it, sug-
gesting I give it some sort of
Native name having to do
with or referring to cats. After
some thought, I named our
furry friend Attawapiskat (or
AttawapisCat) after a small
Cree community located on
James Bay. Technically the
name actually has nothing to
do with cats, but it sounded
appropriate. That may not be
what she had in mind though.

We're still good friends, get-
ting together occasionally for
dinner or brunch, and talking
quite frequently on the phone.

Unfortunately Attawapiskat
doesn’t know how to use the

phone or the subway and I'm
ashamed to say, I miss the lit-
tle cougher of hairballs. It’s
moments like this that make
one consider the concept of
“rent-a-cats.” You know, cats
you can hire for an hour or
however long you need them,
just so you can sit there and
pet them, and listen to them
purr in your ear. Maybe it’s an
idea that’s time has come.

One would normally think
that was enough in the battle
against the happiness of a run-
of-the-mill writer, but the
trump card had yet to be
played.

On what I thought was an
innocent Friday morning, the
Board of Directors of Native
Earth Performing Arts (of
which I was the artistic direc-
tor) appeared suddenly in our
office and fired my general
manager and asked her to
pack up and get out of the of-
fice within an hour.

Shocked at how this had
been so horribly orchestrated,
and the fact that I had not been
consulted or notified in any
way, shape or form (as is the
usual procedure with artistic
directors), I resigned in pro-

test. Granted it’s not as earth-
shattering as the events un-
folding at Eatons, but it cer-
tainly had more of a direct
impact on my life, that’s for

sure. I mean, I can always shop

at The Bay but there aren't too

‘many other Native theatre

companies out there looking
for artistic directors.

So, to recount: I am
girlfriendless and catless and
living in an apartment for sale
where I may not be able to pay
the rent should I be allowed to
stay. This is now my life.
Happy 35th birthday, Drew. 1
may not make it to 36. Youth-
ful enthusiasm is rapidly

evaporating and cynical fatal-

ism is replacing it.

But through all this tragedy
and catastrophe, I believe I
have caught a glimpse at one
singular truth that has re-
sulted from all of this chaos. I

may have discovered what the

Creator’s personal, though
ironic, gift was to me on this
celebration of my birth. He or
She has deemed fit to turn my
life into a country and western
song.

I would have preferred a
book.

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES

Aboriginal Youth: Healing and Counseling Strategies 3rd National Conference
Sheraton Winnipeg, Winnipeg, Manitoba October 23 & 24, 1997

D PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP October 22, 1997 <«

A. Suicide Prevention & Intervention: Working With Individuals, Survivors and Communities
Mr. Ron Thorne-Finch, Counselor

» WORKSHOPS October 23 & 24, 1997 <4

#9 Healing the Hurts
Ms. Doreen Spence, Canadian Indigenous Women's Resource Institute

#1 Symbolic Healing
Mr. Campbell Papequash, Seventh Generation Healers

#2 Catching Your Dream in the Circle - Helping the Helpers

Mr. Angaangaq Lyberth, Lyberth & Associates

#3 Suicide Prevention: An Holistic Approach
Mr. Art Shofley, Spiritual Care-Giver

#4 Working With Sexual Abuse: Impact and Healing
Ms. Cheryl Fraehilch, Counselor

#5 Creative Relaxation

Ms. Nadia Ferrara, MAAT, Msc, ATR

#6 Taking the Responsibility to Heal ourselves: Preventing Diabetes

Mr. Alex McComber, Kahnawake Schools Prevention Project

#7 Suicide Intervention and Prevention for Aboriginal Adolescents
Ms. Yeronica Graff, Dawson Creek Aboriginal Family Resources Society

#8 Transitions

Ms. Bev Malazdrewicz, CPT-P, Choice Counselling Assoclates

#10 The Medicine Wheel & the Cycles of Life

Mr. Phil L'Hirondelle, Yancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre

#11 Anishinabe Kinnemadewin
Ms. Vicky Runearth, Winnipeg

#12 Anger and Rage: How Violence Has Shaped Our Lives in Our Homes and Communities
Mr. Frank Whitehead, Cree Nation Tribal health Centre

#13 Grieving: Helping Ourselves, Our Families, Our Friends and Our Communities
Mr. Ron Thome-Finch, Counselor

#14 Healthy Sexuality and Responsible Behavior Skills Development for Aboriginal youth

Mr. Albert McLeod, Prairie-Sky HIV/AIDS Project Consultants

#15 Integration of Traditional Beliefs and Values into School Counseling and the Classroom
Ms. Geraldine Standup, Kanawake ~

#16 Pathways: Effective Stategies For Working With Youth
Mr. Don Burnstick, Bumstick Consulting

'AIR CANADA has been appointed the Official Airline of the "EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES" conference in Winnipeg. |
SAVE MONEY, you do not have to stay over Saturday night. Take advantage of the savings. Call your Travel Agent or AIR CANADA 1-800-361-7585
When purchasing your Ticket, please ask that your EVENT NUMBER CV973066 be entered in the Tour Code box.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

&
-
p

&oaprkh

SHERATON WINNIPEG $95.00 (single/double) $110.00 (triple/quad)
Phone: (204) 942-5300 Fax: (204) 943-7975 Toll Free: 1-800-463-6400
HEE TN DI BN AN DN NN DENS DENN BENS N B DS S B0 BN S BNS BEN NS BN NN BN BN G R G BN DN NN NN NN 6D NS BNN SEN SN BNU DS SN BN NS BN BEN NN DON BNS BEN BN BEN DN BN SN SN S
L 4
cation 1 Pre-Registration Form )
1 al Fundin l (PRE-REGISTER BY OCT. 10/97) All pre-registrants will be nctified by mail, phone or fax. I
. | Name: Pre- Conference/Conference/Workshop Fees (GST included): l
Mailing Add s e v Pre-registration  On-site or After Oct. 10 .
y N?tlon I Hing fephy A. Wednesday, Pre-Conference $100.00 $150.00
lation T Town/City/Prov.: __ Postal Code: B. Conference, Thursday/friday: ~ Twodays $150.00 $950.00 i
Phone: ( ) Fax: ( ) Oneday $100.00 $150.00 = I
& - l : : Spaces for each workshop will be limited. Each workshop is repeated on Friday. If required additional worksho;_)s may
~ontact: I SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY PRE-REGISTERING BY OCTOBER 10,1997. Pre-registrations post- be added. Please indicate your choices of workshops. Note: Workshops are all day (5-6 hrs). You will be placed inyour l
I marked after October 10, 1997 will not be accepted. On-site registration will be available on choices. Workshops may be canceled due to low registration. I
a space available basis beginning at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 22, 1997 on the second e - icesyst: ond: 3rd: Ath:
g floorofthe SheratonWinnipes. WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR REFUNDS, mirus 95°% administration G pakihep Seccon (;’rf d;ifif;ﬁj;f:;“;ii} Sy 2 Ay i
3 207 I costs will be honoured only if post-marked no later than October 10, 1997. TOTAL ENCLOSED: § I
R 16. 1997 ¢ To pre-register, mail this completed form along with your cheque, money order or purchase order, payable to: s 3R J
3 ’
Bivd. MB R3P OL7 Tel: (204) 896-3349 Fax: (204) 889-
w5, Phillips & Associates, Consultants in Native Education, 517 Bower Blvd, Winnipeg, M8 R3P OL7 Tek: (204) 8963339 Fax:, (203) 2323207 &
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Aboriginal rights law slowly evolving

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

When Federal Court Judge William McKeown announced his border cross-
ing decision on June 27, Mike Mitchell, the grand chief of the Mohawk Coun-
cil of Akwesasne, earned a victory for his people that may eventually rep-
resent a stride forward for Aboriginal people in all parts of Canada.

The judge ruled that the Mohawks of Akwesasne have an Aboriginal right
to carry trade goods, which are intended for personal or community use,
across the international border without being subject to customs duties.

The federal government has not yet an-
nounced whether it intends to appeal the de-
cision. If an appeal is filed, the case is still
far from finished. However, the 105-page
judgement as it now stands is an important
new step in the evolution of Aboriginal
rights case law.

Paul Williams, one of the lawyers who lent
his expertise to Mitchell’s legal team, says

the courts are looking at each Aboriginal
rights dispute they consider on a case-by-
case basis. But, he adds, each decision adds
another precedent for future judges to con-
sider and helps give shape to this relatively
new but steadily evolving area of the consti-
tutional landscape.

Although this was a case that involved
Mohawk people in Ontario, Quebec and New
York State, there are implications for Abo-
riginal people all along the Canada-United
States border.

“It’s a major victory in the sense that other
people who can prove the same thing that the
Mohawks have proved will be able to fit into
the same spot. In that sense, it’s a victory for
all Aboriginal people,” said Williams, a law-
yer who specializes in land claims and other
cases involving research into treaties.

“If you didn’t trade across what is now the
border, you don’t have that Aboriginal right.
It means that some people will probably have
this right and some people won’t.”

The future effects of this court decision are
hard to determine because the law is still tak-
ing shape. Mitchell, like many other Aborigi-
nal litigants, had asked Canadian courts to
decide what the lawmakers really meant
when they wrote, in Section 35 of the Con-
stitution Act, that existing Aboriginal and
treaty rights were constitutionally affirmed
and recognized.

Since 1982, when the Constitution Act be-
came the law of the land, court rulings have
been gradually adding to the definition of what
was originally described by legal experts as the
‘empty box of rights’ contained in Section 35.

Each case is a challenge to the status quo in
Canada and thus politically highly-charged.
But rulings in both the Federal Court and in
the Supreme Court of Canada suggest that po-
litical concerns are taking a back seat to the rule
of law in most court decisions.

Political leaders resist Aboriginal demands
for increased political power and an in-
creased share of the profits generated by the
resources located on their traditional lands.
But in case after case the courts are deciding
that the demands for recognition of Aborigi-
nal rights aren’t particularly unreasonable
when the legal merits of the arguments back-
ing up those demands are considered.

Williams said the court decisions are tak-

: . : . . to pay customs duties on goods for personal and community .
iagihe law ina diection thatcontrasts with: - Lo 40 foap Mitshell refused to pay about $360 induty on goods, BY the time the dust cleared, well over a

he was bringing into the Tyendinaga territory near Believille, Million dollars had been spent. I’m combin-
Ont. The court concluded that these Mohawks had an existing ing both sides. But people of good will
Aboriginal right to cross a border that did not exist before their could easily have sat down for two days and

habitation or control of their current territories.

federal government policies. The courts ex-
amine each demand for recognition of an

Aboriginal right separately, something that
appears to support First Nations’ claims that
each First Nation is a unique and distinct
‘nation.” Government policy has been to lump all First Nations into one
category which falls under the jurisdiction of the Indian Act, something to
which Aboriginal people object.

“The courts haven’t but Canada has,” Williams said. “The courts have
said you take things case-by-case, band-by-band, fact-by-fact.”

Early decisions on treaty disputes created one absolutely crucial stand-
ard that courts must apply when considering constitutional challenges. In
the Sparrow case, the judges wrote that the wording of Section 35 left them
no choice but to give a “generous, liberal interpretation” to any vaguely-
worded section of a treaty and that “any doubt or ambiguity must be re-
solved in favor of Aboriginal peoples.”

That conclusion, the court said, was based on recognition in law that the
Crown had a fiduciary (trustee-like) obligation to First Nations and that
the honor of the Crown is at stake in dealings with Aboriginal people.

In a more recent decision, Van der Peet (1996), Supreme Court of Canada

Justice Antonio Lamer wrote that the perspective of Aboriginal people must
be taken into account when the court attempts to interpret Aboriginal rights
or treaty rights cases.

“One of the fundamental purposes of Section 35 (1) is to reconcile the
assertion of Crown sovereignty with the constitutional recognition that
distinctive Aboriginal societies existed before that assertion,” Justice Lamer
added.

In the Mitchell decision, Judge McKeown added: “Therefore where an Abo-
riginal community can demonstrate that a particular practice is integral to its
distinctive culture today, and that this practice, custom or tradition has conti-
nuity with the practices of pre-contact times, that community will have dem-
onstrated that the practice, custom or tradition is an Aboriginal right for the
purposes of Section 35 (1).”

Williams points out that the law is still so
new that the words “integral” and “distinc-
tive” will, themselves, in all likelihood be
the subject of further legal argument and
judicial definition.

“Nobody knows yet what those words
mean for legal purposes,” he said. “That’s
something the courts will have to clarify.”

The lawyer who lives near the Six Nations
of the Grand River reserve in Ontario added
that two key legal points have grown in im-~
portance during the last two years. One
point is raised by Judge McKeown — that
an activity must have been present in Abo-
riginal communities prior to or at the mo-
ment of contact in order for it to qualify as
an Aboriginal right. The other is that the
courts are starting to distinguish between
Aboriginal title and Aboriginal rights.

“One thing the courts have done is they’ve
separated Aboriginal rights and Aboriginal ti-
tle. So Adams and Cote, an Akwesasne case and
then an Algonquin case, both said it is possi-
ble for people to have Aboriginal rights in
places where they don’t have Aboriginal ti-
tle,” Williams explained. “Now this is a two-
edged sword. The good news is that, in a place
where you only visited occasionally, you can
still have the right to fish. The bad news is,
and the bad news hasn’t been clarified yet, it
may be that what the court is saying is that
only the places that you used and occupied
intensively are the ones where you have Abo-
riginal title; for example, permanent villages.
And if you’re a people who moved around
your territory place-by-place, year-by-year,
and never occupied a single place perma-
nently, maybe you’ve got no Aboriginal title
at all. Now that’s not something the courts
said. That’s something that worries the heck
out of me.”

With the Supreme Court presently consid-
ering the submissions made recently by two
British Columbia First Nations in the
Delgamuuk land claim case — a case where
the Wet’suwet’en and Gitxsan people are ask-
ing the court to recognize that they own and
control their resource-rich traditional territory
— the issue of Aboriginal title will become a
huge legal and political issue. Williams wor-
ries that the advances made in the law as it
applies to Aboriginal rights may not be avail-
able in Aboriginal title cases. He knows that
the government members and private land-

DEBORA LOCKYER

Mike Mitchell, grand chief of the Mohawks of Akwesasne and ©Wners do not want to recognize Aboriginal
one-time candidate for the Assembly of First Nations position fitle because huge tracts of land and billions
of national chief (pictured here at the 1994 AFN election in ©f dollars worth of resources will be taken out
Saskatoon), helped shape Aboriginal rights law with a victory ©f their control. That’s a conclusion he reached
in Federal Court on June 27. The court decided that Mohawks Whenhe saw how hard the government fought
of Akwesasne who cross the international border do not have N the Mitchell case.

“That’s what stunned me about this case.

negotiated a resolution.

“If you think about it and say, well what are
the issues? First of all, people have to identify themselves properly when they
cross the border. We will all agree that they shouldn’t be bringing in illegal
substances: drugs, firearms, steroids, you name it. We can agree to that. That’s
an immediate concession. In order to prevent people from doing that we have
to agree to reasonable searches. Then the remaining issue is: How much of a
quantity of something can they bring across before it ceases to be for personal
use and becomes commercial? And that’s negotiable. That is an issue that’s
capable of being negotiated. And it’s being negotiated in two contexts. One is
the need for viable economic bases in Aboriginal communities and the other is.
that NAFTA’s going to make customs duties irrelevent in five years anyways.
So there really was no reason why rational negotiations couldn’t have taken
place. In fact, the reason this case went to court was because Canada refused
any negotiations at all. Harry Swain, the deputy minister of Indian Affairs,
said — and I was in the meeting — he said ‘if you think you have this right,
you’ll have to prove it in court. We won’t negotiate.””
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How one
an Aborig

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CORNWALL, O

Winning a case in a co
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the game and depends on
almost bottomless source of
revenue to pay lawyers a
experts to outwork you, o
think you or outlast you, is
simple feat.

It takes
very careful
planning and,
as one of
Chief Mike
Mitchell’s
lawyers said,
a certain
amount of re-
straint.

“The cases
have to be se-
lected and de-
signed very
carefully.
They can be
won, but if
you get
greedy or you
get stupid you’re going
lose,” Paul Williams said.
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[ How one man f)roved

an Aboriginal right

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CORNWALL, Ont.

Winning a case in a court
where your opponent hires the
judge, trains the judge, pays
the judge, writes the rules of
the game and depends on an
almost bottomless source of tax
revenue to pay lawyers and
experts to outwork you, out-
think you or outlast you, is no
simple feat.

It takes
very careful
planning and,
as one of
Chief Mike
Mitchell’s
lawyers said,
a certain
amount of re-
straint.

“The cases
have to be se-
lected and de-
signed very
carefully.
They can be
won, but if
you get
greedy or you
get stupid you're going to
lose,” Paul Williams said.

Mitchell and his Akwesasne
Mohawk advisors avoided all
the pitfalls and put together a
winning case. In fact, the way
this case got to court is as in-
teresting as the final outcome.

On March 22, 1988,
Mitchell approached the
Canada Customs office at
the Cornwall, Ont. Interna-
tional Bridge. He brought a
load of goods that had been
purchased in the United
States — one washing ma-
chine, 10 blankets, 20 bibles,
articles of used clothing, a
case of motor oil, 10 loaves of
bread, two pounds of butter,
four gallons of milk, six bags
of cookies and 12 cans of soup
— and he planned to take
those items to the nearby
Tyendinaga Mohawk Terri-
tory and present them as gifts
to the people of Tyendinaga as
a ceremonial gift which
would signify that

Via E-mail:
Via Fax:
Via Mail:

CHRISTMAS MIEMODIREIES

Akwesasne was about to re-
establish trade with its
Mohawk neighbor.

Mitchell was presented
‘with an import duty bill of
$361.64. He was ready for that
demand from customs em-
ployees; Mitchell refused to
pay, saying his Aboriginal and
treaty rights allowed him to
cross the border without pay-
ing duty. Mitchell also in-
formed the officers that the
Constitution of Canada pro-
boriginal and
treaty rights.

It was a set-
up. Mitchell
had con-
sulted with
the chiefs,
Elders and
clan mothers
in his com-
munity be-
fore setting
out on his
challenge of
Canada’s cus-

toms laws.
For too long,
he believed,
his commu-
nity had been
inconvenienced by the inter-
national border which the co-
lonial powers had drawn
through it. Akwesasne strad-
dles the Canada-United States
border near Cornwall, Ont.
which is about an hour’s
drive east of Montreal.

The choice of items he car-
ried with him that day was
carefully made. He did not
carry any goods that might be
considered dangerous to Ca-
nadian society or that could
be involved in large-scale
commercial trade.

The demand for payment of
the $361.64 opened the door
for a lawsuit that would ask a
Canadian court to quash the
bill and deliver a ruling that
would forever codify in Cana-
dian law his people’s right to
cross the border without pay-
ing duty. Mitchell and his law-
yers walked through that
door and emerged success-
fully with a decision in their
favor some eight years later.

All you budding Windspeaker writers — this is your
chance. Write a%out your fondest Christmas memory — |
something that you would like to share with
Windspeaier's readers and your story may appear in
Windspeaker's upcoming Christmas Special.

Windspeaker's Christmas Special will be published
November 24 in plenty of time for Christmas. The
deadline for accepting submissions is November 13th.

Every hopeful writer will receive a free Windspeaker
pin just for submitting a story.

The best stories published, as judged by our sentimental
editorial panel, will receive prizes
Send your submission before November 13 fo:

edwind@ammsa.com
1-403-455-7639
Windspeaker

15001-112 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
T5M 2Vé

Please include your full name and address and a
daytime phone number with your submission.
Check out our 1/2 page ad in this edition for more!

p— ==

e

ARROWFAX'S

FIrRST NATIONS

TRiBAL DIRECTORY

The First

' Nations

 have always A

' been trading e

| nations. '° _, |
; “ . |

The First iy

' Nations Tribal @

 Directory on Disk is a com-

' puter program that you can |

use to select the Aboriginal |

| businesses, professionals |

' and organizations with |

' whom you want to trade. |

' You can search over 10,000 |

' names and addresses; and !

' then print mailing labels ’
for the items you found.

| Interactive Computer Services

| voice 204.453.2052 '
' fax 204.453.0204 B
stecenko@magic.mb.ca |

| University of Oklahoma JRELSN
HEALTH PROMOTION

4

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

A

PROGRAMS L2
UPCOMING EVENTS

Bringing Self-Esteem To Youth Workshop
October 6 - 7, 1997 - Toronto, ON

Native Parent Training Conference
October 8 - 10, 1997 - Toronto, ON

Wellness & Spirituality VIl Conference
November 3 - 6, 1997 - Tucson, AZ

For more information contact:
Health Promotion Programs
| College of Continuing Education
The University of Oklahoma
Norman, OK 73072
(405) 325-1790 or Fax (405) 325-7126
E-mail: hpp@ou.edu

Youth Wellness & Leadership Institute 1l
December 1 - 2, 1997 - San Diego, CA

Ndtive Youth Paths IX Conference
December 3 - §, 1997 - San Diego, CA

Ouffitter Wall Tents

White 110z Poly/Cofton Canvas
waterproof and mildew resistant
rear window with screen and flap

6" asbestos stove pipe ring with flap
outside ridge ties & ropes included
1 foot sod cloth tent carry bag

included
l

We Carry

A large selection of airtight
heaters, folding camp stoves,
stove pipe
and
accessories

Axes, bowsaws, machetes,
splitting mauls, and a full
line of hand tools

Enamel Cookware Cast Iron

Available in sets or individual Cookwure

pieces _ iidw Pots, fry pans, griddles,
- and more

We Carry -

New and Used
Canvas Tarps

New tarps are waterproof and

mildew resistant, grommets located

every 36" apart. Used tarps
available in assorted sizes. We also
carry a full line of poly tarps

Stock Pots

Available in aluminum, stainless
steel and enamel " @

Traps & Accessories

Full line of leghold traps, conibear
traps, and accessories available.
Induding Havahart live traps

Large Variety Of Bells
(Assorted sizes available)

We also have webbing, rope, chain
& cable

L

e 2

318 - 11 AVE S.E. CALGARY, AB
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HIV transmission among Aboriginal offenders in Canada’s federal,
provincial and territorial correctional institutions has emerged as a major |
issue for inmates, their families, their communities, as well as for Elders
working in institutions, correctional and health staff and policymakers
rate of increase of HIV for this group has become particularly alarmin,
addressing this issue is of the utmost urgency. The Aboriginal inmat
population in Manitoba is greater than 50%, despite the fact that

Aboriginal people constitute only 12% of the province’s population.

This working conference focuses on the Aboriginal inmate and the i
institutional and community resources that can be brought to bear on the
increasing spread of HIV. Traditional and contemporary approaghes to
HIV preventio as institution-based education and counselllng
techniques frof# ada, w1ll be presented.

Key Conference Topi fn
e the role of Elders in

* an overview of facilities, ca'pﬁ_ iti
across Canada around HIV

* the development of strategies to

policies given the current economi
* mechanisms for community/instit
e the spoken and unspoken. fears of
staff and the 1mp11c1t Workplace sa

eservatxon and

Prison conference. Telephone (204) 942- 0551
fax (204) 943-8702.

Sweat Lodge Ceremony

Appropriate attire is bathing suits for men and long, I
women. Please indicate on the registration form if yor

Registration

The registration fee is $160.50 ($150 plus
breaks and the pow-wow and feast on Thu
rate is available with valid student identiﬁf

lzcheon, refreshment
provaded) A student

To register please complete the registration /ided and fax it to

(604) 291-5238, then mail it with payme original People and HIV
in Prison”, Public Policy Program, Simon Fraser University at Harbour
Centre, Suite 100 - 515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 5K3.

The registration fee less a $25 administrative charge will be refunded if
notice is given prior to October 16, 1997. Cancellations after that time do
not qualify for a refund. Substitute attendees are welcome.

_ Merhod of Payment .

Information

* Public Policy Program

Simon Fraser University at Harbour Centre
Suite 100 - 515 West Hastings Street
ancouver, BC V6B 5K3

lephone: (604) 291-5216

: (604) 291-5238

E-“Mall Laurie_Wood@sfu.ca

WW’W sfu/ cstudies/pubpd/aids/index.htm

Postal Code

; J'Télephone Fax

Please choose one of the following::

03 4 will pe pcraapme in the Sweu 1

Endosedis. T3 $160.50

0 Cheque (made pafjj,,_hle to Slmon Fr&ser Unlversny)
3 VISA Cl ‘MasterCard

Cord no, .~ » Expiry date

Signature

m “L.agree fo have my fame and
made, available fo other parficipants in this program.

Signature

We respect your privacy. We.
fo other organizations. We maintg

ake available our mailing fists
me on our mailing fist at your pleasure.

3 | do not want my name incluﬂetf*orlthe SFU mailing ist.

Signature

—= o e —

September 1997

NOMINA

NATIO]
ACHIE
AWARTI
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Affairs' Canada

@ Indust

AIR CANADA Canad
! -

(‘% CANCOM
- o
Health Canadia
Canada Heritage
A project of the Natior

Formerly the Canadian

Suncor Energy Inc. ("Suncor
Steepbank Mine and extrac
Millennium, is located within:
of the 4th Meridian.

Alberta Environmental Prote

Millennium. Suncor has prey
EIA Report {"Proposed TOR'

Copies of the Public Disclosur
Register of Environmental A;

Copies of these documents r

Mark Shaw
Director, Su
Suncor Enet
P.O. Box 4(
Fort McMur
Phone:

Fax:
E-mail:

Alter August 15, the Public D

Persons wishing o provide
comments to:

Director, Er
Alberta Eny
6th Floor, (
9820 - 10¢
Edmonton,
T5K 2J6

Healing Our Native
Residential School,
Suicide in Our Cor
Play & Laughter - I
My Story - Sandra |
Traditional Medici
Education & Healis
Let the Healing Co

Vendor Space - $1
To book space call

In keeping with tl
offering Massage,
will also be limit
Dianne Longboat
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Stolen tipi canvas
opens up hearts

By Rob McKinley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUNCOR ENERGY INC., OIL SANDS
PROJECT MILLENNIUM

PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Suncor Energy Inc. ("Suncor"), is proposing further ﬂrowth ofits oil sands operation north of Fort McMurray by expanding the
Steepbank Mine and extraction facilities and installing a second u rcu:lmgT process frain. This project, known as Project
f»}i“‘enni#\m, is located within the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo within Townships 91 and 92, Ranges 8, 9 and 10, West
ot the 4th Meridian.

Alberta Environmental Protection has directed that an Environmental Impact Assessment Report be prepared for Project
Millennium. Suncor has prepared a public disclosure document {*Public Disclosure") and proposed Terms of Reference for the
EIA Report {"Proposed TOR") and invites public review of the Proposed TOR.

Copies of the Public Disclosure and Proposed TOR can be viewed at the Fort McMurray Public Library and, in Edmonton, at AEP's
Register of Environmental Assessment Information on the Main Floor, Oxbridge Place, 9820 - 106 Street.

Copies of these documents may also be obtained by contacting:

Mark Shaw

Director, Sustainable Development
Suncor Energy Inc., Oil Sands
P.O. Box 4001

Fort McMurray, Alberta T9H 3E3
Phone: (403) 743-6892
Fax: (403) 791-8344

E-mail: mshaw@suncor.com
After August 15, the Public Disclosure and Proposed TOR will also be available on the Suncor Website at hittp://www.suncor.com

Persons wishing fo provide comments on the Proposed TOR may do so prior fo September 30, 1997 by submitting written
comments to:

ate Director, Environmental Assessment Division
Alberta Environmental Protection

6th Floor, Oxbridge Place

9820 - 106 Street

Edmonton, Alberta

TS5K 26

SUNCOR

ENERGY

EDMONTON

It only took a few days for
the goodness of the Aboriginal
community to come shining
through in the wake of a cal-
lous act.

On Aug. 6, the canvas cov-
ering of a tipi at Edmonton’s
University Hospital was sto-
len. All that was left were the
12 poles used to prop up the
ceremonial monument.

The tipi was a symbol of the.

partnership between the hos-
pital and the Aboriginal
Wellness Program. It was do-
nated by Aboriginal commu-
nity Elders just a month-and-
a-half before the theft.

Three days after the tipi
went missing, a new canvas
covering was generously do-
nated to the program from the
Northwest Territories Devel-
opment Corporation.

Rita Makkenaw, the opera-
tions co-ordinator of the Abo-
riginal Wellness Program, said
the days following the theft
were a roller coaster of emo-
tions.

“The tipi meant a lot to the
staff here at the hospital. There
was a lot of work trying to reach
the Aboriginal people, but they
didn’t know how. [The tipi] re-
ally showed that they were try-
ing,” said Makkenaw.

“We all have been trying to
establish an atmosphere of co-
operation to all work together
for better health. The tipi was

a symbol of that.”

Glenn Soloy, the president of
the Northwest Territories De-
velopment Corporation, said
he couldn’t believe that some-
one would actually steal
something as cherished and
valued as a tipi.

“I was sitting at home,
watching the news the day af-
ter it was stolen and I thought,
‘What a horrible thing for
someone to do.””

The image of the skeletal re-
mains annoyed Soloy.

“This is just not right with
those empty poles just sitting
there,” was the thought that
triggered his next decision, he
said. “There was a symbolism
there that was enjoyed,” now
it had been stolen.

Calling up the Fort
McPherson Tent and Canvas
Co., a client of the develop-
ment corporation, Soloy ar-
ranged for a replacement can-
vas to be delivered to the
wellness program.

The 35 kg package contain-
ing a new tipi cover arrived at
the wellness program three
days later.

“The problem got solved. . .
and those who took it should
really think twice and not take
something like this again,”
said Soloy.

The tipi will be used for spe-
cial ceremonies and visits by
Aboriginal clients in the
wellness program as well as
patients at the hospital.

Makkenaw said the donation
has shown that positive things
can come from negative events.

2741 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, Sask. S4T 0X6
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AN OLD STYLE TRADING POST

« WIDE ASSORTMENT OF BULK BEADS ¢ PENDLETON BLANKETS
« LEATHER » POW WOW TAPES « CRAFT SUPPLIES « CEREMONIAL SUPPLIES
« NATIVE ARTS AND CRAFTS ... AND MUCH MORE.
CATALOGUES $4, REIMBURSED ON FIRST ORDFR « COD's WELCOME

Phone: (306) 525-1880
Fax: (306) 522-2474

IIH

Healing Our Native Spirit - Chief Lorraine McRae
Residential School, The Boys Side - Geronimo Henry
Suicide in Our Communities - Lee Maracle

Play & Laughter - Bea Shawanda

My Story - Sandra Reilly

Traditional Medicine - Dianne Longboat

Education & Healing - Brenda Small

Let the Healing Continue - Cecelia Firethunder

Vendor Space - $100.00/2 Days

ealing Our Native Spirit”

Novernber 7 - 9, 1997

Holic)ay lno Joronlo ﬁirporf, 970 Dixon Roac’, ’roronfo, O

EARLY REGISTRATION (before Oct. 1, 1997) $130.00 - Cancellation Fee of
$25.00 per person will be charged, Substitutions Permitted

LATE REGISTRATION (after Oct. 1, 1997) $250.00 - Personal cheques not
accepted at the door.

CONFERENCE CHECK-IN TIMES (pick up Conference kits)
Friday November 7 - 7:00 to 9:30 pm & Saturday November 8 - From 8:00 am

HOTEL REGISTRATION (416) 674-4340 (shuttle service available from Airport)
Conference Rates - $89.00 per room_ (up to four per room)

r—_—————————

i REGISTRATION FORM

————_——_—————1

To book space call Pat Strong - (613) 333-2707 Name:
In keeping with the holistic approach to healing we will again be IAddreSS:
offering Massage, Reiki and Reflexology at a nominal fee. There | Phone:

Fax:

will also be limited space available for a "doctoring" session with
Dianne Longboat on Saturday night.

|Enc|osed is $130.00
Phone: (705) 725-0790

Send to: Box 20103, Barrie, ON L4M 6E9
Fax: (705) 725-0893 E-mail: jhodson@mail.trapsdata.ca _d

L—--—_——--_____--_-_--_--—_
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Fight over fish continues for Nawash

By Rob McKinley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CAPE CROKER, Ont.

A government study into fish
stocks in Lake Huron is doing
little to quell years of unrest and
tension on the waters surround-
ing the Chippewas of the
Nawash at Cape Croker, Ont.

A long standing battle be-
tween the band’s commercial
fishery, the Ontario government
and non-Native sport and rec-
reation anglers on the lake has
left many scars. Native people
are looking for some control in
the waters they fish, the govern-
ment is trying to keep its sole
control of the waters and the
anglers don’t want to be caught
up in the middle of the fight.

The conflict came to a head in
1994 and 1995 when Native
owned commercial fishing

boats and nets were targets of
vandalism. One boat was sunk.
After it was brought back to the
surface, it was burned.

In the years that have fol-
lowed, tensions are still high,
but incidents against the Native
fishermen have decreased, said
Dave McLeish of the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources
Lake Huron Unit.

“This summer has been quieter
than previous summers,”
McLeish said. “There have been
some ups and down, but no real
instances.”

McLeish is the co-author of a
recently completed 11-year
study of the lake, including the
Bruce Peninsula, the area exten-
sively fished by the Nawash
commercial fishery.

McLeish said the report

L

shows that whitefish stocks —
the main catch for the commer-
cial fisheries — are in decline.

McLeish said the report does
not point a finger at the Native
fishermen and the declines are
due to natural occurrences.

“The [whitefish] stock is as
big as it can get. . . so it has prob-
ably reached its capacity.”

The government won’t be
imposing any reduced quotas
on the amount of whitefish that
can be caught.

Lake trout populations are
also a concern, according to the
report.

The province has been trying
to increase the number of lake
trout for several decades, he
said, but commercial fisheries
on the lake — both Native and
non-Native — are making new
growth difficult.

“The commercial harvest of
lake trout is impairing our reha-
bilitation efforts in the Bruce Pe-
ninsula. There are non-Aborigi-
nal fisheries in the Huron that are
also harvesting,” he said.

He would like to find ways to
continue the harvest of white-
fish without the commercial
nets also picking up quantities
of trout. Trout and whitefish
feed and live in the same areas.

McLeish said the Nawash
community has been made
aware of the tfout concerns and
seems to want to help the prov-
ince find answers.

That, however, does not mean
co-management of the waters,
he said.

Despite Native calls for con-
trol over their own fishing areas,
the ministry contends that it is
provincial water and should be
under provincial control.

BUDGET BRIDAL LOWER FLOOR
Why rent when you can buy for less?

BRIDAL GOWNS
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Reg. to $1095

$295 to $399
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BRIDAL GOWNS
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BRIDESMAID
423-2815
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The Nawash won’t even ac-
cept having their fishermen li-
censed under Ontario’s fishing
policy. The Nawash have gone
ahead, however, with their own
community licences. They set
their fish quota restrictions on
the licences 30 per cent lower
than the quotas in the govern-
ment licences.

Having a licence, said
McLeish, does not mean that
you are in control.

“It’s like a driver's licence,” he
said. You operate within set
rules, you don’t get to make
them. You don't get to set the
speed limits and you don’t get
to paint the lines in the road.”

Thelines that are being painted
are battle lines. This time around,
however, it is a war of words,
rather than one where boats are
burned and sunk.

Nawash  Chief Ralph
Akiwenzie said the report was
supposed to be on the fish in all
of Lake Huron, but the focus is
mainly on the Bruce Peninsula.

“We are being unfairly sin-
gled out,” he said.

Itis his people’s right to hunt,
fish and gather in the waters of
the Bruce Peninsula, the chief
said.

Akiwenzie said the govern-
ment report may contain some

errors. He said the community’s
own fisheries biologist will be
making a report to counter
many of the claims in the gov-
ernment’s study.

“Our biologist will be doing
a detailed response. Theissue is
not over by a long shot. There
are a lot of things that need to
be refuted.”

Fishermen from Nawash
don’t think they should be the
ones blamed for the decreasing
trout populations in the lake.

Akiwenzie said salmon, intro-
duced by the ministry of natu-
ral resources 20 years ago, are
eating all the trout.

“The trout are being gobbled
up by the huge salmon,” he said.

The government introduced
the salmon to combat non-in-
digenous species of fish that
were contaminating the lake
and eating food sources of the
whitefish and the trout.

The salmon are also drawing
a lot of recreation anglers to the
Bruce Peninsula area.

David McLaren, communica-
tions officer for the Nawash
band, said each year thousands
of anglers are on the lake, fish-
ing for salmon. They may also
be catching trout. There is also
the annual fishing derby which
draws hundreds of boats onto

the lake near the Bruce Penin-
sula.

With thousands of lines drop-
ping into the waters, McLaren
said the mortality rate of all spe-
cies of fish grows.

He likened the derby to ac-
tions of non-Aboriginals over
100 years ago.

“The sport fishing is ob-
scene,” he said. “A good com-
parison is to the buffalo hunts,”
that virtually wiped out that
species 100 years ago.

Both McLaren and Akiwenzie
want all sides in the fish battle to
be able to reach an agreement.
The Nawash want the govern-
ment to take advantage of the
Aboriginal traditional knowl-
edge of the lake and the fish iniit.

“The Native people know the
populations. Why would you
not want to be partners or be
friends with these people and
share their experiences,” said
McLaren. “You would end up
with peace in the waters then.”

At the ministry, McLeish said
he is hoping that all the user
groups can meet together to
work out a favorable solution,
but the main hurdle is not man-

caused.

“There’s a lake here and you
candraw a line down it and say;,
‘This is your side and that is
your side,” but the fish don’t
necessarily recognize those
boundaries,” he said.

Meetings are scheduled be-
tween the Nawash and the gov-
ernment in the upcoming
months.

If the groups can get to the
bargaining table, Chief
Akiwenzie said, the violence
and scare tactics can stop and
progress can begin.
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

TORO!

Lawyers for Ontario
mier Mike Harris and A
ney General Charles Har
were notified on Aug. 18
their clients will be calle
testify under oath about
actions concerning the
Ipperwash Provincial Par
cupation.

The questions will be p
by lawyers who represen
family of slain Chippewa
claim protester Du
George in a wrongful d
civil action. Harnick is sc
uled to appear at a discc
proceeding on Nov. 19.
mier Mike Harris is slat
be examined on Jan. 8 of
year. .

In civil lawsuits, exar
tion for discovery allows
yers for both sides to que
witnesses as they seek i
mation needed to prepai
case for trial.

George was shot to dea
Ontario Provincial Police
ing-Sgt. Kenneth Dear
Sept. 6, 1995. Deane was
victed earlier this ye.
criminal negligence cat
‘death and was sentenc
perform 180 hours of cor
nity service. The convi
and sentence have pron
two appeals: Deane ha
pealed the conviction, hi
to have it overturned
Crown prosecutor ha
pealed the sentence, say
is too light.

Lawyers for George’s |

with the Pu

Post-Second
Septem

Are you a recent gradu
exciting and diverse challenge

Visit our website, your ¢
Public Service

a la fonctic

Titulaire d’'un dipléme récent
de défis aussi divers que pas:

Visitez notre site Web, ou e

votre campus ou le bureau
du

Nous souscrivons au

Canada




September 1997
gl w4 |

sh

ar the Bruce Penin-

isands of lines drop-
e waters, McLaren
rtality rate of all spe-
JTOWS.
:d the derby to ac-
n-Aboriginals over
3.
rt fishing is ob-
aid. “A good com-
) the buffalo hunts,”
lly wiped out that
years ago.
aren and Akiwenzie
s in the fish battle to
each an agreement.
h want the govern-
e advantage of the
traditional knowl-
ake and the fish in it.
ve people know the
s. Why would you
) be partners or be
h these people and
experiences,” said
You would end up
in the waters then.”
nistry, McLeish said
1g that all the user
1 meet together to
favorable solution,
n hurdle is not man-

a lake here and you
ine down it and say,
ur side and that is
but the fish don't
y recognize those
,” he said.

are scheduled be-
lawash and the gov-
in the upcoming

ups can get to the
; table, Chief

said, the violence
actics can stop and
n begin.

L W R RS T

N—— —

September 1997

WINDSPEAKER

Page 15

Ontario premier called to testify

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

TORONTO

Lawyers for Ontario Pre-
mier Mike Harris and Attor-
ney General Charles Harnick
were notified on Aug. 18 that
their clients will be called to
testify under oath about their
actions concerning the 1995
Ipperwash Provincial Park oc-
cupation.

The questions will be posed
by lawyers who represent the
family of slain Chippewa land
claim protester Dudley
George in a wrongful death
civil action. Harnick is sched-
uled to appear at a discovery
proceeding on Nov. 19. Pre-
mier Mike Harris is slated to
be examined on Jan. 8 of next
year.

In civil lawsults, examina-
tion for discovery allows law-
yers for both sides to question
witnesses as they seek infor-
mation needed to prepare the
case for trial.

George was shot to death by
Ontario Provincial Police Act-
ing-Sgt. Kenneth Deane on
Sept. 6, 1995. Deane was con-
victed earlier this year of
criminal negligence causing
death and was sentenced to
perform 180 hours of commu-
nity service. The conviction
and sentence have prompted

two appeals: Deane has ap-
pealed the conviction, hoping
to have it overturned; the
Crown prosecutor has ap-
pealed the sentence, saying it
is too light.

Lawyers for George’s broth-

ers and sisters filed the $7 mil-
lion wrongful death civil ac-
tion in Ontario Court (general
division) in February of 1996.
Harris, Harnick, Ontario So-
General
Runciman, OPP Commis-

licitor

sioner Thomas

several police officers are
named as defendants in the

lawsuit.

"We believe that the premier
had a hand in causing my
death,” said
Maynard “Sam" George, the
administrator of Dudley
George’s estate, "and the notes
show that the premier has not
been truthful up to now about

brother’s

his involve-
ment. These
examinations
for discovery
will allow us to
find out ex-
actly what the
premier did."
The notes
which Sam
George  re-
ferred to were
obtained in
early August
through free-
dom of infor-
mation  laws.
One of the
documents is a
memo in
which Deb
Hutton, Pre-
mier Harris’
executive as-
sistant wrote
that Harris
wanted the
protesters "out
of the park
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only — nothing else.”

George family lawyer
Murray Klippenstein said that
order made violence inevita-
ble and started the process
that ended with the death of pect that
Dudley George who was one
of the protesters in Ipperwash
Provincial Park.

“The note seems to suggest
that the premier was taking off
the table all the non-violent
courses of action,”
Klippenstein said. “Two sepa-
rate orders were implied in
that phrase ‘and nothing else.’
One: it had to be done as soon
as possible. Two: there were to
be no negotiations. That left

force.”
The lawyers

Robert
O’Grady and

their positions
avoid having

ton asked the
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the police with only one
course of action — the use of

pursuing the

case for the George family ex-
Harris and
Runciman will use every pos-
sible legal resource and every
advantage that the power of

gives them to
to submit to

questioning. During question
period in the Ontario legisla-
ture on Aug. 20, opposition
NDP leader Howard Hamp-

premier if he

would commit to appearing at
the examination.
“Certainly I will take the ad-

vice of the
lawyers in the
matter of the
civil suit,” the
premier re-
sponded.
NDP leader
Hampton
compared
what he inter-
preted as the
failure of the
premier to
provide direct
answers to his
questions to
the actions of
former United
States Presi-
dent Richard

Nixon during

the Watergate
scandal that
forced Nixon

g | to resign in

1974. Nixon
attempted to
avoid disclos-
ing damaging
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evidence by invoking execu-
tive privilege. In Canada, le-
gal sources say, executive
privilege is covered by limits
within the freedom of infor-
mation laws. Two acts of the
provincial legislature also pro-
tect those on the public pay-
roll from civil liability in some
cases.

If Harris appears at the dis-
covery hearing it would be the
first time a premier has been
questioned under oath in a
civil lawsuit.

Opposition party research- !
ers and the George family law- !
yers expect that it will be pos- |
sible for the politicians to
avoid questioning if they de-

sire to do so. Vel
At this moment, if Harris o
and Harnick refuse to appear, =

their defence would be struck
and the court would automati-
cally find in favor of the
George family. But the govern-
ment members can apply to a {
judge for a special order ex- L
empting them from examma-
tion.

Family lawyer Andrew
Orkin believes that’s exactly
what the two men will do. If
that happens then the need for
a full <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>