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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

The Supreme Court of
Canada has ruled that a part of
Section 77 of the Indian Act vio-
lates the equality provision
contained in Section 15 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

Two questions were put to
the Canada’s top court when it

was asked to decide the Corbiere
case, in which the former chief of
Ontario’s Batchewana Indian
Band, John Corbiere, claimed he,
as a member of the band who re-
sided off-reserve, should be al-
lowed to vote in band elections.

To the first question — Do the
words "and is ordinarily resident
on reserve” contained in Section
77 (1) of the Indian Act contra-
vene Section 15 (1) of the Char-
ter, either generally or with re-
spect only to members of the

Batchewana band? — the court
answered, "Yes, in their general
application.”

An even more direct and con-
cise answer was given by the
court to the second question —
If the answer to question one is
affirmative, is Section 77 (1) of the
Indian Act demonstrably justified
as a reasonable limit pursuant to
Section 1 of the Charter?

The court’s answer was one
word — No.

Decoded into layman’s terms,

Native people who don't reside
on reserve have the same right to
vote in band elections as those
band members who do reside on
the reserve. Section 1 of the Char-
ter guarantees basic rights and
freedoms for all Canadians. One
of those basic rights is the right
to equal treatment and equal op-
portunity under the law. The
court ruled that bands that re-
fused to allow off-reserve mem-
bers to vote were treating those
members unequally and that Sec-

Off-reserve voting rights decided

tion 77 (1) of the Indian Act,
which allowed bands to do this,
placed an unreasonable limit on
a basic right.

The court ruled the offending
words in the act will be struck
out and ruled invalid. But the
court has suspended that rul-
ing for 18 months to give the
government and the First Na-
tions time to come up with leg-
islation that doesn’t violate the
Constitution.

(For reaction see page 2.)
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“We believe that the
premier had a hand in

causing my brother’s

death and notes show
that the premier has
not been truthful up
to now about his in-

volvement.”
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Native women
pan Bill C-31

By 5aul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

This annual tourism
guide will help you get
the most out of your
summer with ideas for
pltaces to visit and
events to take in — the
best of Aboriginal enter-
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like. Two national Native lead-
ers and one prominent activ-

Ottawa missed the boat
when it attempted to eliminate
discrimination against Abo-
riginal women with Bill C-31,
a 1985 change to the Indian

Act. That’s the consensus:

reached during a three-day
conference dedicated to exam-
ining the legacy of Bill C-31.

As far as the conference’s
delegates are concerned, the
question isn’t whether or not
gigantic and harmful mistakes
were made when Bill C-31 be-
came law, it’s whether the fed-
eral government intended to
make them.

Several hundred people ar-
rived at Edmonton’s Ramada
Inn for the May 14 to 16 gath-
ering hosted by the Native
Women’s Association of
Canada.

Most speakers left no doubt
they believe the government
has done its best to limit the
number of people who are eli-
gible for Indian status as a
way of assimilating and disen-
franchising the next genera-
tion of Native people. The
women also stated in very
strong terms that they believe
the First Nations leadership
has, for its own reasons, been
only too anxious to help the
government.

Almost every woman who
attended the conference had a
horror story to tell about her
dealings with the Indian reg-
istrar and/or her band coun-
cil. Two pioneers in the wom-
en’s rights movement told
their stories. Lawyers who
have represented C-31 women
in legal battles with Canada
and First Nations offered their
own interpretations of what
the government agenda looks

In the same room where, in
1969, a very young Harold
Cardinal gained national at-
tention as he took aim at then
Indian Affairs Minister Jean
Chretien’s White Paper, Cardi-
nal was back to speak to the
NWAC delegates on the morn-
ing of May 14. He recently
completed his doctor of laws
degree at the University of
British Columbia and has re-
turned to his home commu-
nity in Alberta.

“When the Mulroney gov-
ernment brought in Bill C-31
in 1985 it looked like it would
be a watershed moment in Ca-
nadian thinking,” Cardinal
said. “It held the promise that
a new way of dealing with our
people would ensue.”

But, Cardinal said, the gov-
ernment was not willing to
follow through on the prom-
ise of C-31 and things started
to go wrong. The bill has
turned off-reserve residents
and on-reserve residents into
adversaries; it has failed to
protect the rights of Native
women and their children, he
said.

Cardinal called on all Abo-
riginal people to put aside
their differences and join
forces to right the wrongs of
the past.

“We must be able to set
aside the principles of divi-
sion, the principles of mean-
ness, the principles of greed,”
he said. “We must replace
them with our traditional val-
ues of generosity, inclusion,
sharing and love. All of us
who are First Nations people
must be, should be, ought to
be able to work together.”

(see Bill C-31 page 3.)
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W_halers trlumphant

By Heida Diefenderfer
Windspeaker Contributor

NEAH BAY, Wash.

One Makah whaler said the
feeling May 17 was “indescrib-
able.” Seven whalers paddled
into the Pacific in the cedar Hum-
mingbird canoe before dawn.
Theron Parker harpooned a 30-
foot gray at 6:54 a.m. It towed the
men as whalers in a support boat
fired four shots. By 7:02, the
whale was dead.

“It was almost like clockwork

how we planned, how we
dreamed, how we prayed,” said
another whaler.

The previous night, hundreds
of prayed a whale would “give
himself up.” The quick kill belied
opponents’ predictions and con-
vinced tribal members that the
whale was as ready as its hunt-
ers. The tribe declared a holiday,
hundreds drove to the beach.
Pride and unity marked the ex-
hilarated conversations. For the
first time in seven decades, with
cheers and ceremony, the Makah
welcomed whalers home.
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Indian Act section contrary to Charter

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

The law of the land has caught
up with the Department of In-
dian Affairs. The long-awaited
decision in the Corbiere case
was handed down by the Su-
preme Court of Canada on May
20. The court ruled that Section
77 (1) of the Indian Act, which
allowed bands to prohibit off-
reserve residents from voting in
band council elections, was con-
trary to the equality provisions
of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

- John Corbiere, the 64-year-old
Batchewana Indian Band mem-
ber who served as chief from
1966 to 1980 and again for one
" year in 1994 (he was ousted part
way through that term for miss-
ing three meetings in a row, vio-
lating a rarely enforced attend-
ance rule), first won a decision
on the equality voting rights is-
sue in the Federal Court of
Canada in 1993. The band and
the federal government took the
case to the Federal Court of Ap-
peal, lost again and then filed a
final appeal with the Supreme
Court of Canada. The loss there
puts pressure on the federal
government to change its policy
in dealing with off-reserve peo-
le.
# Corbiere was happy with the
decision. He was able to attend
a press conference in Ottawa
shortly after the decision was
handed down only because the
Native Women's Association of
Canada, an intervenor in his
case, paid his way to the nation’s
capital. The legal battle has
taken a financial toll on the
Batchewana member. Wearied
by his long legal battle, he didn’t
sound optimistic about how the
government would respond to
the decision.

“I have to wonder who's go-
ing to enforce it,” he told
Windspeaker. “They have the
money and we’re over here with
the decision.”

He said the Federal Court told
Indian Affairs the offending sec-
tion of the Indian Act was uncon-
stitutional in 1993 and yet the
government continued to fight
him in court. :

Regina lawyer Merv Phillips -

argued part of the case in the
Supreme Court. He also was
pleased with the court’s deci-
sion.

“We led the charge as far as

the fiduciary duty argument
and the Charter argument at the
court, and I understand it was
successful. I haven’t had a
chance to read it, yet,” he said.
“I was honored to be able to
make that argument and it was
accepted by the courts. That's
very important from the view-
point of the constitutional nego-
tiations that will now go for-
ward. As you know, the judg-
‘ment has been suspended for 18
months pending the negotia-
tions.”

Many observers interpret
the decision to mean the fed-
eral government is now ex-
pected to look for ways to
make the Indian Act conform
to the Constitution. But Leona
Freed, a member of the First
Nations Accountability Coali-

~tion of Manitoba, thinks
there’s a way for bands and
the federal government to
continue to deny off-reserve
members the vote.

“Theyre not going to like this
so they’re probably going to try
‘to jump out of the Indian Act
and into band custom,” she
said. “The decision probably
will be ineffectual if bands start
opting out of Section 74 and into
band custom. If the chiefs don't
like it, the uncaring or corrupt
chiefs, they’ll opt for band cus-
tom.”

Merv Phillips said the deci-
sion will make it harder for
band councils to use custom
election codes to exclude off-re-
serve members.

“They can attempt that and,
of course, I don’t think we have
to believe that First Nations as
sovereign nations are going to
be behaving in a democratic
way,” he said. “What’s very im-
portant is, in terms of the cus-
toms circumstances, the election
of those custom procedures

~ have to involve and, again, rec-

oognize the fiduciary responsibil-

ity. The court has said if [custom
codes] are adopted, as I under-
stand it, if those are adopted
without the proper participa-
tion then those too will be set
aside.”

Harry Daniels is president of
the Congress of Aboriginal Peo-
ples, a group that lobbies for off-
reserve rights. He had unkind
words for any band that tries to
sidestep this decision by adopt-
ing custom election codes.

“If they do, then I want to tell
you, they’re just as racist and . . .
what can you do with people
like that?” he said. “If Indians

pass those kinds of membership

codes and restrictive elements
then they’re no better than the
people they’re fighting, the fed-
eral government — they’re in
league with them. They’re dis-
criminating against their own
people.”

Daniels'said 53 per cent of
Native people live off reserve
and it’s time for the government
to pay attention to their needs.

“The court has taken the ar-
gument that CAP put forward
that the government has a fi-
duciary responsibility for all
Aboriginal people, in this case
off-reserve Indians, and that
they can’t vacate that respon-
sibility,” Daniels said. “So, if
they’re going to strike up a
Constitutional negotiation
process to discuss this and to
change that and to facilitate
the rights of the off-reserve
Indian people then I think
CAP has to be intimately in-
volved in that board and the
government has to place
enough funding.”

The federal government has
adopted the policy of only deal-
ing with on-reserve residents,
Daniels said.

“Everything that the govern-
ment does is directed on re-

serve. They’re striking up an
apartheid system whereby
you’re an Indian if you're on
reserve and if not, you’re not an
Indian anymore,” he said.
“They’ve abandoned their fidu-
ciary responsibility to those In-
dians and that’s the argument
we made in the Batchewana
case. I don't think this is going
to be the end-all for this kind of
a thing. It’s been happening
over the years. You've got to
straighten out band councils,
how people are elected and how
they respond to the needs of off-
reserve people.”

Indian Affairs is going to have
to make a fundamental change
in direction as a result of the

decision, Daniels said.

“The government has contin-
ued to shrink the definition of
an Indian. Indians’ right to iden-
tify themselves have been
usurped by the settler govern-
ments and Indians are falling
prey to it because it benefits

some greedy despot on a re-

serve. It’s good for them,” he
said. “If it gives control to a fam-
ily, it's good for them. It’s regret-
table and look, you can’t blame
some of the people — and I'm
not trying to absolve them of
blame — but if they’ve been
poor all their lives and all of
sudden they’re a chief . . . it’s like
a union leader. This guy has
been swinging a wrench all his
life and all of a sudden he be-
comes union leader. He'll kill
someone to stay there.”

Real democracy and an end to
corruption within band council
governments are possible if the
election process is opened up to
all band members, Daniels be-
lieves.

“These dynasties have to
fall. Democracy must prevail.
It has to be one person, one
vote. The best person, man or
woman, who puts their name
forward should win the posi-
tion and they should establish
a more democratic system on-
reserve where all Indians are
being served and all Indians
are treated equally,” he said.

The CAP president said the
spotlight is now shining
brightly on the Indian Affairs
department and political agen-
das designed to limit the gov-
ernment’s legal obligation —
and its accompanying cost —
will no longer be easy to hide.

“They have to act in the best
of faith right now. If they don't,
we can take them back to court.
They don’t want to negotiate;
they force us into the court sys-
tem. If they force us into the
courts and we win, if their own
court system has instructed
them to do certain things, what
is their recourse? None,” he
said.

“We didn’t invent this. This is
their own court system. If they
in bad faith deal after this, then
it’s signalling to me that they
don’t give one iota of care or
have any real compassion or
don’t really want to do things
for Indians, and want to try to
absolve themselves of any re-
sponsibility for Indians and con-
tinue to shrink the definition of
who an Indian is.”

Jim Sinclair, the former presi-
dent of Native Council of
Canada and now president of
the Congress of Aboriginal Peo-
ples in Saskatchewan, was

happy with the decision, the re-
sult of a process begun when he
was CAP president.

“I'm very happy about it.
Both government and some of

time that people moved along
and I think this decision will
make people realize that they
have to do something for them-
selves. They can’t rely on'any
one person,” he said.

But Sinclair has one problem
with the way things worked
out.

“It’s an embarrassment for
people like myself who’ve
struggled for so long for basic
fundamental rights for our
people, where many chiefs
and councils over the past
number of years have isolated
themselves into reserves and
forgot about the treaty areas
our forefathers signed for and
have limited our rights mostly
to reservations,” he said. “This
is a sad state for us when the
white man and the white court
of Canada has to re-recognize
those rights for us and has to
re-recognize the treaty areas
and put it into perspective that
we have the right to vote in
those areas and we have the
right to full participation re-
gardless of where we live.”

Doris Ronnenberg, president
of the Native Council of
Canada, Alberta said she sees
this decision as the beginning of
the end of the divide and con-
quer tactics used by the govern-
ment against Aboriginal people.
She said she wasn’t sure how
the Indian Affairs minister
would react to this decision but
added, “I hope she is for the
rights of people and the right to
vote.”

The minister could not be
reached for comment. The AFN
promised a press release detail-
ing that organization’s response
to the decision but it did not ar-
rive by press time.
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New gender initiative seeks to rectify past harm

By Marie Burke
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

With the acknowledgment
that more than 50 per cent of the
Aboriginal population are
women, the Assembly of First
Nations wants to ensure that
their unique interests are being
served.

That is a statement from AFN
National Chief Phil Fontaine,
released in a bulletin on May 5.
Fontaine refers to the difficulties
the AFN struggled with in the
past to address women's issues
in a constructive way. The estab-
lishment of a gender secretariat
will change the way policies and
programs are developed, states
Fontaine.

According to the press release,
the gender secretariat is being
established at the AFN after
Fontaine received direction
from the Confederacy of Na-
tions to include a gender equal-
ity initiative.

Windspeaker attempted on nu-
merous occasions to get further
comment from the AFN on the
government-funded secretariat,
but the media contact listed on
the press release could not
speak to the issue and no other
knowledgeable representative
could be reached.

'The goal of achieving equal-
ity for Native women is the

Bill C-31

(Continued from page 1.)

Cardinal urged all groups to
look for a new approach.

“The issues we have to look
at require us to step back from
the definitions that we have
worked with for so many
years,” he said. “We need to
create a political movement
that is once again strong. We
must learn and we must find
a way so that the energy and
the political initiative can be-
gin.”

Jeannette Corbiere-Lavell,
from Wikwemikong in On-
tario, and Sandra Lovelace of
the Tobique First Nation in
New Brunswick, were each
plaintiffs in key court cases
which eventually forced the
government to implement Bill
C-31.

Corbiere-Lavell told the del-
egates how she lost her status
when she married a non-Na-
tive man. She saw Section
12(1) (b)of the Indian Act to be
contrary to Canada’s Consti-
tution and found a lawyer
who agreed with her. When
she and noted constitutional
lawyer Clayton Ruby started
pursuing the case, she said,
“immediately we bumped up
against our own Native men’s
organizations.”

She noted that national Na-
tive leaders and the Minister
of Indian Affairs were invited
to the conference, but most —
with the exception of Con-
gress of Aboriginal Peoples
leader Harry Daniels — were
not in attendance.

“Many of the leaders of our
prominent Native groups
were invited,” she said. “How
many are here? Minister Jane
Stewart is a woman. It’s al-

main thrust of the Native Wom-
en’s Association of Canada’s
work, however, and has been
for the last 25 years, said
Marilyn Buffalo, NWAC presi-
dent. A national conference on
the effects Bill-C31 legislation
had on that equality was held
in Edmonton on May 14 to 16.
Fontaine was invited to the con-
ference, but did not attend. Nei-

ther did Indian Affairs Minister -

Jane Stewart, though she was
scheduled to give an address to
the group.

“The gender equality secre-
tariat is a way of ghettoizing
Aboriginal women'’s issues, be-
cause it would be a token voice,
Buffalo said of the AFN initia-
tive. “It would not reflect an in-

hammered by

most insulting that she’s not
here. And where’s [Assembly
of First Nations National
Chief] Phil Fontaine? He
should be supportive. He’s my
representative, after all. T have
my status back, I'm living on
reserve.”

Lovelace said she had sym-
pathy for on-reserve people
who feel threatened by the in-
flux of new members that C-
31 created.

“It seems they have to com-
pete for monies that don’t ex-
ist,” she said. “It causes quite
a strain on our yearly budget.”

She admitted she was con-
fused by the bureaucratic
maze of rules that apply to
people of mixed blood.

When CAP president Harry
Daniels spoke he took direct
aim at those rules.

“The Bill not only continues
but will actually accelerate the
integration of Canada’s Indian
population into mainstream
society, which has always been
the goal of federal Indian
policy,” he said. “So serious
are the Bill’s implications in
this regard that, within a few
generations, there may no
longer be any status Indians
left in Canada.”

Bill C-31 became necessary
when court cases demonstrated
that the practice of disqualify-
ing Native women who mar-
ried non-Natives while not do-
ing the same to Native men
who married non-Natives was
discriminatory. Daniels said the
federal officials who framed the
Indian Act amendment which
purported to address this prob-
lem could have simply elevated
the rights of Native women to
the same level as those of Na-

dependent voice.”

The women that the AFN con-
sults on gender equality will be
chosen, hand selected, and that
is an insult to Native women in
Canada, said Buffalo.

Buffalo doesn’t wonder what
happened to the four proposals
NWAC submitted to the Minis-
try of Indian and Northern Af-
fairs that outlined the very same
initiatives the AFN is now
working on. The minister
stamped AFN on them and then
funded the AFN initiative, she
said.

The initiative launched by the
AFN is an attempt to nullify the
voice of NWAC, because it did
not accept the Gathering Strength
document and what Buffalo

calls the non-apology from the
federal government last Febru-
ary, she said. The Gathering
Strength document is Canada’s
response to the Royal Commis-
sion on Aboriginal Peoples.

“The AFN gender equality
initiative is just smoke and mir-
rors because there is no way that
Aboriginal people have ac-
cepted Gathering Strength. The
AFN and the government of
Canada are in partnership to try
and take away the voice of Na-
tive women,” said Buffalo.

Buffalo points to the AFN con-
ference in Ontario last year
where discussion revolved
around gender equality. The
Native women in Ontario re-
jected what the AFN had to of-
fer because NWAC had notbeen
invited to discuss these issues,
said Buffalo.

At the ‘Equality for All in the
21st Century’ in Edmonton, sev-
eral workshops focused on the
principles of equality in self-
government and gender equal-
ity in the next decade. Many
participants pointed to the In-
dian Act and Bill C-31 as creat-
ing an unfair and unequal situ-
ation in Canada for Aboriginal
women.

Many participants agreed that
the act needed to be changed
through consultation at the
grassroots level on how govern-
ment legislation effects them.
There was also the acknowledg-

women's organization

ment of how the task force re-
ports on Aboriginal issues are
not given serious attention by
the government. These are some
of the contributing factors that
block progress towards equality,
said participants.

Buffalo believes the AFN has
a responsibility to strongly ad-
vocate for Aboriginal women,
but that was not proven on the
issue of Bill C-49, the First Na-
tions Land Management Act,
she said.

The act will give First Nation
people the means to undertake
land projects without prior ap-
proval of Indian Affairs. NWAC
wanted matrimonial property
laws built into the act, but that
was not to be.

Buffalo pointed to the amend-
ments NWAC put forward to an
independent fact finder set up
to examine the property issue
and opposed by the AFN and
Indian Affairs. NWAC was the
first to raise the issue of dis-
crimination against women in
the Indian Act on the division
of matrimonial property.

For Buffalo, her work at
NWAC is about full equality for
Aboriginal people everywhere,
especially the advancement of
women to full equality by the
middle of the 21st century.

“We are a group of grand-
mothers who want to teach our
young women to be strong,” she
said.

PAUL BARNSLEY

Ethel Blondin-Andrew, Secretary of State for Children and Youth (right), made an appearance
at the Equality for All in the 21st Century conference hosted by the Native Women's Association
of Canada. Blondin-Andrews said she was happy to see that NWAC was going to receive its
$2.2 million employment and training funding from Human Resources Development Canada.
The federal government had originally decided to fund only Indian, Inuit and Métis
organizations, but heavy lobbying by NWAC forced a change in policy.

tive men.

“In this event a status Indian
woman would have acquired
to confer Indian status on her
children no matter what the
ethnic background of her part-
ner, in the same way that In-
dian men under the old Act
could do,” he said. “Rather
than raise Indian women to
the same power as men, the
federal government chose to
place Indian men in a position
akin to that of women under
the old Act.”

The government’'s motives
for making this decision were
closely examined when three
lawyers joined in a panel dis-
cussion during the first day of
the conference.

Teressa Nahanee, Henry
Bear and Mary Eberts all told
of cases where the federal gov-

ernment is being or soon will
be challenged on the inequal-
ity of the way it applies cer-
tain policies.

Eberts, a Harvard-educated
legal veteran who advises
NWAC, told the delegates she
attended a conference in Ma-
laysia where she discovered
that many former British colo-
nies are dealing with the same
“frightful legacy” of discrimi-
nation.

Eberts had strong words to
describe how she sees the gov-
ernment’s strategy for dealing
with the sticky political prob-
lems that Native issues pose.

“1 think that what the Cana-
dian government is doing is
using litigation as a colonizing
— or re-colonizing — strat-
egy,” she said. “They say, “‘We
will only give you what you

can take’ and Aboriginal peo-
ple can’t take very much.”

Rather than doing the right
thing that accepted moral and
legal values would dictate,
Eberts argued, Canada has
opted to delay and deny and
use its resources to avoid set-
tling its debts and righting its
Wrongs.

“The _government says,
‘Make us accountable by suing
us. We will not admit for a mo-
ment that we are account-
able,”” she said.

NWAC President Marilyn
Buffalo went further. She said
the federal government was
working with the Assembly of
First Nations to undermine
the Native women’s associa-
tion because NWAC has not
co-operated with government
initiatives.
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A brand new ball game

The Supreme Court verified
on May 20 what anyone with
even the most basic understand-
ing of Canadian constitutional
law already knew: bands that
prevent members from voting
in band elections because of
where they live are discriminat-
ing against their own members
and denying those members
one of their most basic consti-
tutional rights.

We often wonder about the
political motivations of Indian
Affairs but we’ve never ques-
tioned their intelligence. Indian
Affairs, we believe, had to know
the legal position they took in
the Corbiere case was dead
wrong. They had to know it was
just a matter of time until the
courts pointed out the error of
the department’s ways.

Explaining the reasons why
Indian Affairs persisted are best
left to people like Harry Daniels,

Jim Sinclair, ]ohn Corbiere and
others who are in the polltlcal
trenches. They made their views
clear in the story in this edition
about the decision (page 2).

The biggest question, of
course, is: What’s next?

If people who haven’t been
able to vote in the past suddenly
start heading home at election
time to cast their ballots, the
chiefs and councillors know
they won'’t be voting for the in-
cumbents if they haven’t been
reaching out to the off-reserve
membership. If the chiefs and
councils want to keep their jobs,
they’ll soon see that they’d bet-
ter do a bit of off-reserve cam-
paigning. It won't necessarily
mean knocking on doors far
from home, but the next time an
issue comes before council that
will affect the off-reserve mem-
bers, council will be more inter-
ested in representing those peo-

Government Secrets —

A threat to democracy

By Jack D. Forbes
Windspeaker Columnist

The people’s right to self-de-
termination is directly compro-
mised by the large numbers of
governments that keep secrets
— secrets designed to simply
protect some official from being
embarrassed or found out, or
secrets which shield govern-
ment employees from rightful
prosecution for criminal activ-
ity.

First Nations people, African-
Americans, and all other North
Americans suffer directly from
the withholding of data about
the CIA’s involvement in the
drug trade, or secrecy about the
Interior Department’s misuse of
Native trust funds.

In a democracy, “state secrets”
are subversive, being a direct
threat to tribes, communities
and citizenry. That is because
they deprive us of information
we need to obtain justice, to vote
wisely, and to defend ourselves
from criminal or oppressive ac-
tivity on the part of government
officials. It is crucial that all se-
crets that shed light on criminal
activity of any kind be available
for public scrutiny. This applies
whether that activity is carried
out, in the U.S., by employees
of the Central Intelligence
Agency, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, or by any other
group of employees.

We must have access to every
single CIA document that in any
way relates to the smuggling of
drugs into this country, by way
of example. Anyone blocking
the release of such “secrets” can
be suspected of wanting to
cover up illegal government ac-
tivity, or of being in cahoots with
the drug trade.

Drugs have damaged many
indigenous and other commu-

nities. We need to know how
this has happened.

We also need to know the
names of the employees, opera-
tives, and contractors who have
participated in killing and tor-
turing hundreds of thousands
of indigenous people in Guate-
mala, El Salvador, Nicaragua,
and elsewhere, as well as the
names of the FBI employees
who seem to have conspired to
frame Leonard Peltier and other
domestic victims of the FBI, the
CIA and so on.

Victims of torture and rela-
tives of victims of CIA-spon-
sored terrorism need to be able
to sue specific persons for the
crimes they have committed.
For example, victims of the Con-
tra terrorism in Nicaragua need
to be able to sue all those CIA
agents and other U.S. employ-
ees, operatives and contractors
who conspired, aided and abet-
ted, or committed felonies that
took place there. It is simply
unacceptable that the U.S. main-
tains secrets that may protect
torturers, participants in terror-
ism, and perhaps drug dealers.

Here is a proposal relative to
a new statute or constitutional
amendment to open up the se-
cret archives-of the United States
(or Canada) to legal scrutiny:

I. It shall be the settled law of
the United States that there shall
be no state secrets kept from its
citizens; however, documents
may be classified as secret if the
military defence of the United
States is directly endangered by
their release. Also, small por-
tions of documents may be kept
secret to protect the identity of
sources of information, except
as hereinafter provided, and for
no other purpose.

2. No documents, whether
electronic or hard-copy or any
other form, may be classified as
secret if they contain informa-
tion about illegal acts commit-
ted by any employee, operative,
representative or contractor of
the United States. Portions of a
document may be redacted,
though, if its release would en-
danger the defence of the
United States or would reveal

We don’t see how that can be
a bad thing.

But many councillors re-
member how then-Indian Af-
fairs minister David Crombie
stood in his place in the House
of Commons in 1985 and
pledged that Bill C-31 would
not put bands in a worse fi-
nancial situation than they
were already in. Many chiefs
and councils feel that promise
has been broken and they have
no choice but to target all
available funding to the on-
reserve population. They
blame the government for the
split between ons and offs.

The answer appears to be
simple: the federal government
has to honor its agreements
with all Aboriginal people in
good faith. It’ll be expensive
but, as the court said on May 20,
it’s the right thing to do.

the name of any informant —
provided, however, that if the
informant is the one carrying
out the illegal act revealed in the
document, then that portion
may not be redacted.

3. Prosecuting attorneys for
any relevant civil jurisdiction
of the United States, attorneys
for defendants being charged
with a crime, and attorneys for
victims of any crime shall
have timely access to all docu-
ments held by any agency of
the United States government
or by any employee, opera-
tive, representative or contrac-
tor of the United States, if the
document contains any infor-
mation whatsoever relating to
the criminal or civil case in-
volved.

4. It shall be a felony punish-
able by a minimum sentence of
10 years in federal prison for
any person to knowingly de-
stroy, alter, hide, or refuse to
surrender any document or
documents as covered above,
except under procedures estab-
lished by the National Archives
and Records Service, under con-
gressional direction for the dis-
posal of materials of no histori-
cal or legal significance.

5. The violation of any law
(except misdemeanors) by em-
ployees, operatives, representa-
tives or contractors of the
United States government, dur-
ing their period of service or
connection with the govern-
ment, shall not be covered by
any statute of limitations, since
such an act constitutes a viola-
tion of the oath of office andor a
fraud against the people and the
government of the United
States.

I hope that this proposal will
stimulate people to think about
ending the protection of crimi-
nals and the obstruction of jus-
tice by governments. The sub-
version of our constitutions and
our democratic forms of gov-
ernment must be halted.

Professor Forbes is the author
of Red Blood, Only Approved In-
dians, Columbus and Other Can-
nibals, Africans and Native Ameri-
cans, and other books.
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Kill for food, not tradition or ceremony

Dear Editor:

As an Aboriginal, it is with
great shame, disbelief and sad-
ness I write this letter on the
morning of the Makah whale
hunt. I do not know which party
saddens me the most, the irre-
sponsible news media that gave
this publicity starved and oth-
erwise unremarkable Indian
Band the public forum to carry
out this senseless slaughter of a
whale, or the Washington Indi-
ans (forever to be remembered
as the "Band that couldn’t shoot
straight”).

Our ancestors did not shoot
whales for ceremonial purposes
nor partake in any senseless kill-
ings of animals. Food was for
sustenance. The only ceremony
traditionally performed from
the death of any animal at the
hands of humans was the giv-
ing of thanks and the belief that
the spirit of the animal would
become at one with the spirit of
its consumers.

Not unlike my brothers and
sisters in British Columbia at
Sundance in recent years who
armed themselves with an inept

lawyer to reclaim "their" land
from a stunned farmer, this
band of young men with a great
deal of time on their hands,
were able to hold the unwitting
media, public and environmen-
talists hostage. If the issue had
been ignored it would have
gone away without the world
having to watch the inept per-
formers create an agonizingly
slow death of a tremendous
mammal. Unfortunately for the
whale, it became quickly obvi-
ous they held no talent for hunt-
ing.
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The whale is not the only vic-
tim.

Respectful Natives willing to
take their place in the world,
who understand the need to
move forward, are seldom
heard from. The band members
who last year opposed and
called the participants to task on
their convoluted interpretation
of Native culture, are apparently
not interesting enough to be in-
terviewed by the media. Unfor-
tunately the majority of observ-
ers will be hard pressed to view
this as anything other than an-

other case in point for the belief
that we remain hostile, antiso-
cial, excessive and immature.

I look forward to the day
when our friends from Third
World countries press for their
inherent right to shrink heads or
cannibalize a neighbor because
their ancestors did in ancient
ceremonies.

For my Neah Bay relations
and their supporters, I suggest
you join other communities and
shop at Safeway.

Holly ]. Wardrope
Vancouver

It makes you think

Dear Editor:

Culture and intellectualism has
always been mutually dependent
and great cultures have great
thinkers. I'm in a position to pro-
mote culturally relevant educa-
tion to Canada’s First Nations
peoples. And when going
through some university calen-
dars I found a college that pro-
claimed to have a program spe-
cifically for First Nations peoples,
and after reviewing the course
load, I agreed with them. That'’s
until I read that the faculty and
staff viewed their program as an
avenue to allow First Nations
people to prove that they can be
capable if only given the chance.
Capable? Of what? I didn’t con-
tinue reading the brochure to find
out. Ijust found it peculiarly odd
to consider that a culture would
have to prove itself as being ca-
pable.

One reason I found this state-
ment unusual is because history
also teaches us that not all great
civilizations come to be because
they were noble to begin with.
Well, we cannot argue with the
ancient civilizations of the Mayas
and Incas, so considerably ahead
in architecture. And the great

WORDS
GRANMA..

ot @AOL.COM

Egyptians and later, the Chinese
intellectuals and their great bu-
reaucracy. When these civiliza-

tions came into contact with their

“would be” colonizers, their re-
lationships initially started as
trading partners. Apparently
world trade was a mutually ben-
eficial relationship: the colonizers
got to borrow the great ideas of
the great civilizations and in re-
turn, these societies came to ruin
because they were conquered,
economically ruined, politically
and socially marginalized.
Perhaps, that statement
should read something like it's
about time that non-Native
peoples became capable of ac-
cepting First Nation cultures
and ancient wisdom as valu-
able. And perhaps it is about
time that Canadian education
truly reflect the fact that First
Nation peoples were conquered
peoples and everything that
was good and noble about that
race was marginalized to the
point that even Natives don't
believe in themselves anymore.
Being capable is not the issue
here. It’s about values.
For a responsible educatipn
Mariyn Adist

By Karl Terry
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Protestors declare Queen's Park a crime scene

By Kenneth Williams
Windspeaker Contributor

TORONTO

While Her Excellency Hilary
Weston, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ontario, read the speech
from the throne on April 22,
more than 200 protestors rallied
outside Queen's Park to express
their displeasure with the Mike
Harris Conservative govern-
ment. Several social action
groups, including various teach-
ers' unions, a group representing
injured workers, health care spe-
cialists and a group of Sikh
Elders, made up the majority of
the protestors. Hidden within
this noisy group were several
protestors who came calling for
an inquiry into the killing of
Dudley George, a Native man
who was shot to death by a po-
liceman in 1995.

Leading this group was the
Coalition for a Public Inquiry
into the Death of Dudley George
who had planned to put up
crime scene tape around the
Ontario legislature to stress what
members perceive as the crimi-
nal responsibility of the provin-
cial government for George's
death." Their initial attempt to
surround the building with the
tape was thwarted by Queen's
Park security, so the coalition

was left to raise
a symbolic bar-
rier nearly 50
metre from the
front entrance of
the legislature.

Linda from
London, Ont. re-
fused to give her
last name, and
was one of the
coalition
protestors who
was outraged at
how the Ontario
Provincial Police
harassed the
people of Stony
Pointin 1995 just
prior to George's
death.

"We always
used to camp at Ipperwash [Pro-
vincial Park]," she said. "After the
Conservative government came
into power, the attitude of the po-
lice towards the people at Stony
Point changed totally. . . .The OPP
had threatened to arrest my chil-
dren for going to visit their friends
at Stony Point, and the Stony
Pointers were being harassed con-
stantly too."

Several people from Kettle and
Stony Point were also at the pro-
test at Queen's Park, but they re-
fused to give their names fearing
police retaliation. They agreed
that relations between themselves

KENNETH WILLIAMS

Income tax fighter Roger Obansawin holds
the crime scene tape at Queen's Park protest.

and the provincial police were
tense at best and that the prob-
lems started after Harris was
elected premier.

Though none of the protestors
were willing to point the finger
right at Harris for George's death,
they were nonetheless frustrated
with his unwillingness to call a
public inquiry.

"I think Mike Harris made a
bad decision and that's why he
doesn't want to call inquiry," said
Cliff Hossin, from Thunder Bay,
Ont.

"He could probably help but
doesn't want to bother," added

Darrell Lewis.

Ann Pohl, who organized the
coalition protests, said there has
been more than enough informa-
tion released to warrant an in-
quiry.

"At the very least we already
know that there were senior gov-
ernment officials involved in the
decision to tell the police to be
confrontational at the park, to re-
move the protestors immediately,
to treat it as a simple case of pro-
test rather than an Aboriginal
rights dispute,” she said. "We be-
lieve that's enough information
to suggest that this government
has blood on its hands."

Pohl said the police action went
against the OPP's own policy of
negotiation to end such confron-
tations. As far as she was con-
cerned, George was extra-judi-
cially executed.

"We're convinced that the
Harris government will never
call an inquiry. If they had any in-
tention of considering our legiti-
mate concerns they would have
at least met with us and talked to
us about it," she continued.

The protestors were gathered
to derail the Harris government,
and will get that chance on June
3 when the people of Ontario go
to the polls for a provincial elec-
tion. So far though, the only party
that has promised an inquiry if
elected is the NDP, but recent

polls have them facing political
extinction. The Liberals haven't
made an inquiry part of their
platform, despite support from
some of the party's members for
one. While the Ontario Progres-
sive Conservative Party, not sur-
prisingly, hasn't even mentioned
an inquir

KENNETH WILLIAMS

Matthew Doonay from
Moosoonee, Ont. shows his
support.

Non-Native fishing quotas bought out by MNR

By Roberta Avery
Windspeaker Contributor

OWEN SOUND, Ont.

The Ontario government has.

spent $14 million to buy out the
fish quotas of the Bruce Penin-
sula's 10 non-Native fishing op-
erations.

"The Aboriginal fishing activ-
ity has increased every year
since 1993; the fishery can't
withstand the pressure of two
commercial fisheries," said John
Cooper, a spokesperson for the
Ministry of Natural Resources
Lake Huron Management Unit.

In 1993, Judge David
Fairgrieve ruled the Bruce Pe-
ninsula's two Ojibway bands
had a right to commercially
fish traditional waters. Though
the ministry has been buying
out fish quotas around the
province for years, this is the

first time a purchase was to "ac-
commodate™ a Native fishery,
said Cooper.

Russ Raney, 70, of Tobermory,
is one of the 10 non-Natives who
will share the $14 million the
province paid for their combined
one million-kilogram annual
quota.

Raney, who has fished the wa-
ters around the peninsula for 50
years, said disclosure restrictions
were part of the agreement with
the government, but admits the
settlement "is a lot of money."

"The money is all right for
now, but I built up this business
for 50 years. I wanted to pass it
on to my son. It would have been
a living for generations and gen-
erations to come; now that's
gone for evér,"” he said.

His group got together two

years ago to negotiate with the

government.
"None of us wanted this, but

with the courts saying the Na-
tives have a prior claim, it was
inevitable," he said.

Now the quota has been se-
cured, Cooper hopes negotia-
tions with the two bands will
lead to a co-management agree-
ment for the Bruce Peninsula
fishery.

Native commercial fisherman
Francis Lavalley said his family
has fished the area since time
immemorial but points out his
people were forced out of the
water for 150 years by the white
man.

"We were subjected to their re-
strictions for years, but we were
never compensated for that,"” he
said.

But he's not totally opposed to
the buyout.

"In a sense something had to
be done," he said.

Chief Ralph Akiwenzie of the
Chippewas of Nawash at Cape

Croker on the Bruce Peninsula
said the news was positive and
it indicated a change in govern-
ment thinking since the
Fairgrieve decision.

Nawash has long criticized
the ministry's management of
the fish resource and Akiwenzie
said it's time to look for alterna-
tives. He points out that the
ministry has stocked exotic and
predatory species such as
salmon in the waters, which has
caused an imbalance in the eco-

~system.

Meanwhile, the ministry has
also shut down the lake trout
fishery from Wiarton on the
peninsula to Craigleith just
west of Collingwood to sports
anglers.

The Native fishing activity
over the winter severely de-
pleted the stocks, putting the
sustainability of future lake
trout stocks at risk, said Cooper.

Angler Robert. Lasby -of
Guelph was surprised at the
news. '

"I don't understand why the
Natives are allowed to fish out
of season. They should have to
go by the same restrictions as
us," he said as he gutted a three-
kilogram lake trout he caught
near Meaford yesterday.

Lavalley said the amount of
fish caught by Native commer-
cial boats "never comes close" to
a level that threatens the fishery.
He said he's been afraid ever
since the Fairgrieve decision
that Natives would be falsely
blamed for catching too many
fish.

"I expected something like
this to happen,” he said.

Though the lake trout ban is
effective immediately, anglers
will be given a few days' grace
to become familiarized with the
new regulations, said Cooper.

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES

June 17 -

18, 1999

» TWO-DAY WORKSHOPS

Improving Your Negotiating Skills: How to Get the Types of Health
Services You Want in Your Community

Pier de Paola, Ph.D.

Administrator

Board Training Workshop

Ms. Rheena Diabo

Organizational Development Services

Empowering First Nations’ Health Committees /

Delta Pacific Resort & Conference Centre

Vancouver/Richmond, BC
» REGISTRATION FEES*

O’Chiese Reserve

Kahnawake

Suicide Prevention & Intervention: Working With Individuals & Communities

Mr. Ron Thorne-Finch

Counsellor

Strategic Health Planning: Transferring Services

Dr. Franklin Freeland

HOTE!. INFORMATION: Standard Room ¢ Single - $95.00 Double - $115.00
Delta Pacific Resort & Conference Centre Ph: (604) 278-9611 Fax: (604) 276-1121

Fort Defiance Indian Hospital

Navajo Nation

AIR CANADA.:. 1-800-361-7585 Event Number CV993071

Pre-Registration: $300.00 (By June 9, 1999)
On-Site: $400.00

* Fee includes handouts, coffee/tea, and lunch.

R.S. Phillips & Associates
Consultants in Native Education
517 Bower Blvd.
Winnipeg, MB R3P OL7
Phone: (204) 896-3449
Fax: (204) 889-3207
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Reform accused of misleading public

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Did the Reform Party try to
create the false impression that
there was something out of the
ordinary about the federal gov-
ernment’s signing of the Nisga’a

Treaty on May 4?
- That’s what sources in other
federal parties are saying.

Don Boudria, acknowledged
around Ottawa as an authority
on parliamentary procedure,
said the Reform Party intention-
ally misled the public with its
accusations of impropriety.

“The way it works is this, the
government signs an agreement
and then submits enabling leg-
islation to Parliament to put in
force the agreement that it has
just signed,” Boudria told
Windspeaker. “Since 1989 for in-
stance, I can give you a few ex-
amples. The reason I'm using
1989 is that’s the first time a Re-
form MP was elected to the
House, just in case they pretend
they didn’t know about it be-
fore. The Gwitchin Agreement,
the Nunavut Land Claims
Agreement, the Sahtu Dene-
Métis Agreement and the um-
brella final agreement for the
Council of Yukon Indians, have
all been dealt with in exactly the
same way as Nisga’a. So this is

the fifth time since 1989 that it’s
been used. It’s been used count-
less times before that. The pro-
cedure’s always the same. You
sign an agreement and then you
provide the enabling legislation
to Parliament to give force of
law to the agreement that
you've just signed.”

Boudria, a Liberal MP and a
member of Prime Minister Jean
Chretien’s Cabinet, insisted the
procedure was in no way out of
the ordinary.

“It’s very ordinary. It was
used in . . . well, to give you an-
other example, the Canada/U.S.
free trade agreement in 1988,
same thing. It’s a very ordinary
way of doing it,” he said. “I
guess Reformers are pretending
they’ve found a new way of slic-
ing bread sideways here and
they’re trying to convince peo-
ple that this is the way to slice
it, but most people have seen
sliced bread before and they’re

. not going to believe this non-

sense.”

Mike Scott, the Reform mem-
ber for Skeena (the area that in-
cludes the Nisga’a agreement
lands), is his party’s Indian Af-
fairs critic. He said Boudria is
leaving a few facts out.

“He’s not quite correct. The
Conservative government of
Brian Mulroney did things that
way and the Liberals promised
to do things differently when

they were elected in 1993,” Scott

said. “When you have a treaty

of the magnitude and signifi-
cance of the Nisga’a treaty, it’s
very important that nobody be
left with the perception that Par-
liament has been by-passed. The
minister, by signing the treaty in
advance of parliamentary de-
bate, has left people with the
impression that, even though
legally there is no binding
agreement until it is ratified by
Parliament, the deal is a done
deal.”

Boudria says the only reason
there’s a misperception out
there — if there is one — is be-
cause of the Reform Party’s re-
action.

Aboriginal leaders have
long believed they have to
convince the electorate of the
legitimacy of their demands
before there’s a chance of con-
vincing the political leaders
whose main focus is to keep
the voters happy so they can
get re-elected. Boudria sees
the tactics used by Reform
when the Nisga’a agreement
was signed to be an undis-
guised attempt to create a false
impression the government
was trying to ram the agree-
ment down Parliament’s
throat, knowing it would cre-
ate a negative backlash against
the agreement.

“It’s very easy to inflame the

voters if you're a Reformer on
Aboriginal issues. And they’re
very obviously trying to find a
way of agitating, but I think
people will see it for what it’s
worth,” he said.

One would expect a Cabinet

‘member to make remarks that

are critical of an opposition
party, but comments by an au-
thor who has closely followed
the evolution of the Reform
Party movement add more
weight to Boudria’s words.
“The Reform Party is a
populist party or at least
[party leader] Preston Man-
ning purports to be a popu-
list,” said Murray Dobbin, au-

thor of Preston Manning and the

Reform Party. “As such, the
party concentrates on hot-but-
ton issues deliberately de-
signed to get people angry:
gun control, youth crime,
abortion, Native rights and
land claims, etc. The idea is
that people become angry and
these angry people will be-
come Reformers.”

Dobbin, a journalist, author
and social activist from Sas-
katchewan who now lives in
Vancouver, says the Reform
Party is basically a right-wing,
Christian evangelical funda-
mentalist organization that be-
lieves in social darwinist elitism
— the idea that those who are
at the top of the social structure

deserve tobe there because they
are better than those below
them.

“Reform may portray itself as
a populist movement but I be-
lieve it’s not a populist move-
ment. It’s a right-wing, Chris-
tian evangelical fundamentalist
party. Christian fundamental-
ists believe that as humans, we
must face our worldly problems
alone. They’re opposed to gov-
ernment. They believe the mar-
ket should determine every-
thing. They take a hard line
against medicare or other social
programs. Preston Manning has
said he’d like to see the Charter
abolished. His party is totally
hostile to the notion of human
rights,” he said.

Boudria suggested the out-
cry after the federal govern-
ment signed the Nisga‘a deal
was a dishonest tactic. Dobbin
agreed with that assessment,
saying he believes the basis for
the entire Reform movement
is dishonest.

“Preston Manning doesn’t
run as a fundamentalist Chris-
tian because he knows that
whole idea doesn’t wash in
Canada. He knows maybe¢ 15
per cent of the people would
support it. That’s profoundly
dishonest,” he said. “And
there’s a couple of other areas
to look at.

(see Reform page 10.)

Band, union meet half way in negotiations

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

KAMLOOPS, B.C.

With an estimated 50 First
Nations across the country cur-
rently dealing with the unioni-
zation of band employees, one
First Nation — the Kamloops
Indian Band — has decided to
put its own stamp on the way
labor relations will proceed on
its territory.

The Kamloops band has initi-
ated its own labor code. The
code is based on the concept
that the confrontational nature
of the collective bargaining
process is one that is foreign to
traditional Shuswap culture.
Strikes are banned. Labor dis-
putes are settled by a locally
appointed tribunal.

The Canadian Labour Con-
gress passed a resolution con-

demning the Kamloops code at
its annual convention in early
May, saying it doesn’t comply
with established Canadian labor
laws. But Chief Manny Jules
believes it’s a self government
issue. He thinks that the Consti-
tution’s Section 35 protection of
Aboriginal rights — which in-
cludes the inherent right of self
government — gives his coun-
cil the legal authority to create
its own labor laws.

Jules couldn’t be reached for
comment but the band spokes-
person for this issue, Mat
Wilcox, a Vancouver-based
communications specialist, said
the issue is still being discussed.

“The band wants to be able to
maintain open communica-
tions. They also agree that if the
employees want to have a un-
ion, that’s fine. They just want
the union to understand that
when they unionize a reserve,

it’s not the same as if they would
unionize any other business —
so to speak — because those
other businesses, they don’tlive
beside each other,” Wilcox said.

The Canada Industrial La-
bour Board conducted hearings
on the matter in Vancouver
through the month of May. Both
the band and the British Colum-
bia Government and Services
Employees’ Union (BCGEU),
the union which is seeking to
ratify its certification of the 85
Kamloops Indian Band employ-
ees, disagree on how to proceed.

“Because there’s an unfair
labor practice complaint
against the Kamloops Indian
Band, what has happened is
that the band has submitted
arguments to the Canada La-
bour Relations Board saying,
‘Wait a minute, we have a
right to do this under the Ca-
nadian Constitution’ and the

union’s saying, ‘No, they
don’t have that right because
Canada’s law says everybody
has to go under the Canada
labor code.’ So the union’s on
the one hand saying we don’t
have a right to have our own
code and the band’s saying
yes we do under Section 35,
and the Canada Labour Rela-
tions Board is standing in the
middle. So what they’re doing
is for the next month, they’re

*going to be seeing arguments

from both sides as to whether
there is a right for the Indian
band to have its own code,”
Wilcox said.

Now that the workers have
been certified, the union wants
to negotiate the first collective
agreement.

“Chief Manny Jules met with
[union pre51dent] John Shields
and he said to him, ‘We do want
to begin bargaining because we

do believe our employees have
the right to a union. But the un-
ion has to respect us as a peo-
ple.” The union came back and
said it’s against the law for us
to go under your own code. So
what they’ve agreed to do —
both sides — is to start bargain-
ing under neither code. This is
the first of its kind in Canada,”
Wilcox said.

The union and the band met
on May 18 and 19 with more

meetings scheduled for May 27

and 28.

Jules called for the Assembly
of First Nations and the Cana-
dian Labour Congress to join in
a third party task force to con-
sider the question of First Na-
tions’ jurisdiction regarding
labor relations. In late April, the
band sent an explanatory letter
to every attorney general in
Canada, updating them on this
issue.
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starting from only
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NO CREDIT APPLICATION REFUSED!! O
WHO IS THE ABORIGINAL AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE? See page 1 6.
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. Community EVENTS

To include your event in this calendar,
please call (780) 455-2700 or
1-800-661-5469 or fax: (780) 455-7639 or
Email: edwind@ammsa.com

NATIVE EMPLOYMENT SKILLS TRAINING WORKSHOP
Jun. 1-2, 1999 Calgary, AB (403) 380-6056

YOUTH IN BUSINESS, CAREERS, & LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Jun. 2 - 4, 1999 Lloydminster, SK/AB (306) 344-2525 Gary

KATOROKWI TRADITIONAL ANNUAL POWWOW
Jun. 4 - 6, 1999 Kingston, ON (613) 536-5374 Running Wolf or
(613) 549-4616 Jerry

HENRY SHINGOOSE 6TH ANNUAL TRADITIONAL POWWOW
Jun. 5 - 6, 1999 Selkirk, MB (204) 482-9712

“A WARRIORS DAY OF REMEMBRANCE”
Jun. 6, 1999 Calgary, AB (403) 686-1700

TAKING ACTION ON ABUSE: INHALANTS & NON-BEVERAGE
ALCOHOL CONFERENCE
Jun. 6 - 8, 1999 Winnipeg, MB (204) 233-1411

SUICIDE INTERVENTION WORKSHOP
Jun. 7 -9, 1999 Saskatoon, SK (306) 664-4974 Dave

INDIAN CHILD WELFARE TRAINING INSTITUTE
Jun. 7 - 11, 1999 Spokane, WA (503) 222-4044

MAKING MONEY IN THE MILLENNIUM: CREATING &
OPTIMIZING ABORIGINAL CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
Jun. 9 - 11, 1999 Toronto, ON (416) 737-5057

DRIFTPILE 1 DAY TRADITIONAL POWWOW
Jun. 11, 1999 Driftpile, AB (780) 355-3615

RED EARTH ART AND DANCE FESTIVAL '99
Jun. 11 - 13, 1999 Oklahoma City, OK (405) 427-5228

ONE ARROW OPEN CO-ED SLO PITCH TOURNAMENT
Jun. 12 - 13, 1999 Bellevue, SK (306) 423-5482

NATIVE YOUTH PROGRAM'S 20TH YEAR CELEBRATION
Jun. 13, 1999 UBC Museum, Vancouver, BC (604) 822-5978

NATIVE AWARENESS WEEK
Jun. 14 - 21, 1999 Calgary, AB (403) 296-2227

HEALING WITH SACRED PLANT MEDICINES
Jun. 16 - 18, 1999 Six Nations Reserve, ON (416) 465-9163

ABORIGINAL VOICES FESTIVAL
Jun. 16 - 21, 1999 Toronto, ON (416) 973-4147

TREATY 8 CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION

| Jun. 17 - 21, 1999 Grouard, AB (780) 849-4943 or (780) 751-2751

TATAGWA TRADITIONAL POWWOW
Jun, 18 - 20, 1999 Ottawa, ON (613) 820-6576 or (613) 728-0537

10TH ANNUAL BARRIE NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE POWWOW
Jun. 19 - 20, 1999 Barrie, ON (705) 737-3532

NATIONAL DAYS OF PRAYER FOR NATIVE CANADIANS
Jun. 19 - 21, 1999 Winnipeg, MB (613) 396-1435

UNION OF ONTARIO INDIAN'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY/LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Jun. 24, 1999 Rama, ON (705) 497-9127

SADDLE LAKE FIRST NATION POWWOW 1999
Jun. 25 - 27, 1999 Saddle Lake, AB (780) 943-3918 Giloria

COUCHICHING FIRST NATION 3RD ANNUAL TRADITIONAL POWWOW.
Jun. 25 - 27, 1999 Couchiching First Nation, ON (807) 274-4422

CO-ED SLOWPITCH TOURNAMENT
Jun. 25 - 27, 1999 Saddie Lake, AB (780) 726-3900 Leon

SOCCER TOURNAMENT
Jun. 25 - 27, 1999 Saddle Lake, AB (780) 726-2828 Peter

SERVICES REQUIRED - LAC STE. ANNE PILGRIMAGE
Jul., 1999 For details call (780) 459-7177

LEECH LAKE 4TH OF JULY POWWOW AABITTA NIIBING
Jul. 2 - 4, 1999 Cass Lake, MN (218) 335-8289 or (218) 335-8387

NORTHERN ENCOUNTERS '99 FESTIVAL OF ARTS
Jul. 5 - 22, 1999 Toronto & Kleinburg, ON (416) 979-1282

ENOCH ANNUAL POWWOW
Jul. 9 - 11, 1999 Enoch, AB (780) 470-2411 Beatrice

HIGH WAY OF LIFE ' 99
Jul. 9 - 18, 1999 Matheson Island, MB (204) 783-2976

| INTERNATIONAL ONION LAKE POWWOW

Jul. 16 - 18, 1999 Onion Lake First Nation, SK (306) 344-2525 Sharon or
(306) 344-4530 Marilyn

MEE-GWITCH-MAHNOMEN TRADITIONAL POWWOW
Jul. 16 - 18, 1999 Ball Club, MN (218) 335-8289 or(218) 335-8387

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE ON PEACE EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Jul. 23 - 30, 1999 Morley, AB 1-800-788-9041

WIKWEMIKONG'S 39TH ANNUAL POWWOW

| Jul. 31 - Aug. 2, 1999 Wikwemikong, ON (705) 859-2385

NECHI INSTITUTE REUNION WEEKEND

| Aug.6 -8, 1999 Edmonton, AB 1-800-459-1884 or (780) 459-1884

SERPENT RIVER FIRST NATION GATHERING/GENAABAAJING
TRADITIONAL POWWOW

Aug. 6 - 8, 1999 Serpent River, ON (705) 844-2118

TREATY DAY 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Aug. 11 - 13, 1999 Desmarais, AB 1-800-268-6783

DRIFTPILE 11TH ANNUAL COMPETITION POWWOW

Aug. 13 - 15, 1999 Diriftpile, AB (780) 355-2722 Paulette or (780) 355-3931 Florence
7TH ANNUAL ABEGWEIT POWWOW

Aug. 20 - 22, 1999 Prince Edward Island (902) 368-7464

BEARDY'S & OKEMASIS ANNUAL POWWOW CELEBRATIONS
Aug. 20 - 22, 1999 Duck Lake, SK (306) 467-4441 Garnet or Derek

SILVER LAKE 4TH ANNUAL TRADITIONAL POWWOW
Aug. 21 - 22, 1999 Silver Lake Provincial Park, ON (613) 279-2927 Dorothy

Casino to become Indian reserve

By Mervin Brass
Windspeaker Contributor

YORKTON, Sask.

A deal that will see an Indian-
run casino operate on an urban
reserve is getting the green light
from the city’s top politician.

The Painted Hand Casino
which operates in downtown
Yorkton will be the second re-
serve-based casino but the first
to operate in an urban munici-
pality. The Bear Claw Casino on
the White Bear Indian Reserve
near Carlyle was the first Indian
casino in the province.

The federal department of In-
dian and Northern Affairs has
confirmed that a deal could be
approved as soon as the middle
of May.

More than 130 casino employ-
ees with Indian status will ben-
efit from this change. But just as
important, the city of Yorkton
will also reap the fruits of this
agreement when it is in place.

Yorkton Mayor Ben Weber
flashes a grin when he says the
deal spells more money for eve-
rybody.

“The extra money people save
will be an advantage at the lo-
cal level,” said Weber. “If they
don’t pay income tax, they buy
more houses and cars.”

Currently, status Indians who
live in Yorkton and work at the
casino pay the federal tax. The
rules are different for status em-
ployees who commute from the
surrounding Indian reserves.
They catch a break and are not
federally deducted. But the
agreement will change all that
with every status employee be-
coming tax exempt.

Warren Zubko, a casino slot

many areas.

www.nait.ab.ca 11762 - 106 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5G 2R1

The NAIT Aboriginal High-Tech Computer
Institute offers programs to meet the
growing need for qualified computer
professionals in Alberta's aboriginal

manager, says with a laugh he
wishes he was status Indian so
he could take home a bit more
money. But Zubko says this is
still the best job he has ever had
and it’s great that some of his
co-workers will benefit from the
change.

And Zubko knows the casino
has been very good to him as
well.

“It’s allowed us to buy a
home, stay in Yorkton close to
the farm,” said Zubko who's
from Stenen, about 100 km
north of Yorkton. “It’s been a
very good experience working
with First Nations.”

And the new urban reserve
experience will not affect mu-
nicipal taxes either. Mayor We-
ber says the city will not lose a
tax base but will ensure a busi-
ness relationship. The agree-
ment has service fees that are
similar to business taxes with-
out the education tax, he said,
and the schools don’t lose
money because the provincial
government provides grants to
make up for any lost revenue.
If anything, the casino has more
than made up for any lost rev-
enue through some of its com-
munity contributions.

As Yorkton'’s director of eco-
nomic development, Larry
Horncastle puts it, the casino is
a “good corporate citizen.”

He says at first the people of
Yorkton weren'’t too anxious to
have a casino in their city, but
after talking to Indian leaders
their minds quickly changed.

“It was like attracting another
shopping - centre,” said
Horncastle. “They seen it as a
great way to entice visitors.”

And the saying, “If you build
it they will come,” proved to be

absolutely true. In 1996 the city
moved its tourism department
to the east side of the city along
Highway 9. Tourism Yorkton
likes to keep track of people
who visit the city by having
them sign a guest book. In that
year, a little more than 5,000
tourists signed the book.

Nearly three years and one
casino-opening later the
number of signatures in the
book has skyrocketed to almost
25,000 names.

Randy Goulden, executive
director of Tourism Yorkton,
says having the casino in the
city definitely attracts a crowd.
She says she doesn’t foresee any
problems with the casino ob-
taining reserve status.

“They’re treated like any
other property owner in the
city,” said Goulden. “No differ-
ent from Wal-Mart coming in.
We have service agreements
with them.”

where hands-on learning and technology connect

I

AIT has the technology to
help you fulfill your dreams.
Quality applied education will
£ __2 help you to meet the chal-
8 lenges of the 21st century

meeting employer's needs for a highly
skilled workforce. Dynamic partnerships
with industry and business ensure NAIT's
170 programs and 35 apprenticeship
programs are relevant to today's
high-tech environment.

NAIT's Continuing Education and
Business Development responds quickly
to the needs of the marketplace and
offers customized training in

communities. For more information
about Customized Training
call Stephen Crocker:
- Phone: 431-3886
AM scrocker ©@naiL ab.ca
THE NORTHERN ALBERTA
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
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Light sentence angers family of murdered man

By Roberta Avery
Windspeaker Contributor

OWEN SOUND, Ont.

White man'’s justice failed a
Saugeen First Nation member
who was brutally beaten to death
in revenge for a drunk-driving
accident, his family said.

“Two years for taking a life in
such a cruel and inhumane way,
that’s the white justice system
for you,” said Theresa Ritchie.

Ritchie acted as family
spokesperson following sen-
tencing of two men for the Jan.1,
1998 killing her nephew, Cavin
Ritchie, 23, at the Cape Croker
reserve about 30 km north of
Owen Sound.

Aaron Elliott, 21, of Cape
Croker, was sentenced to life
imprisonment with no parole
for 10 years after pleading guilty
to second-degree murder. Cory
Keeshig, 22, of Cape Croker,
was sentenced to two years plus
a day after pleading guilty to
manslaughter.

While the Ritchie family feels
that it was white man’s justice
that failed them with Keeshig’s
sentence, in a twist of irony, Mr.
Justice Robert Thompson was

asked to take a recent Supreme
Court decision on the sentenc-
ing of Aboriginal people into
consideration handing out pun-
ishment to Keeshig.

The Supreme Court ruling
was based on an appeal by Tanis
Gladue, who had stabbed her
husband to death in Nanaimo,
B.C.in 1995. The court ruled that
Aboriginal people on the whole
have lived a troubled existence
since European contact, and
with the burdens that came with
settlement, particularly the
abuse suffered in the govern-
ment- and church-run residen-
tial school system, came the dif-
ficulties Aboriginal people face
today; these should be consid-
ered as mitigating factors in sen-
tencing. It also urged judges to
consider alternatives to incar-
ceration.

Keeshig’s lawyer, Brian Barrie,
said he reviewed the Gladue case
in depth and felt some of the Su-
preme Court’s recommendations
applied to his client.

“It was one of the factors we
used in determining what we
believed to be an appropriate
sentence,” he said.

Justice Thompson accepted
what amounted to ajoint submis-

sion from the Crown and Barrie
for sentencing Keeshig and de-
scribed it as a “just sentence.”

Keeshig was also given a
three-year probation to com-
mence when he’s released from
prison. Conditions include he
take counselling for substance
abuse, avoid Saugeen First Na-
tion territory and avoid contact
with the Ritchie family.

The Ritchie family, including
the victim’s brother, Adrian
Ritchie, who was a prosecution
witness, found attending the
trial very hard.

“If a witness made one little
mistake they jumped all over
him and ruled part of his evi-
dence inadmissible. They’re
more concerned about the tech-
nical matters than getting at the
truth. That’s why we don’t like
white man’s justice,” said
Theresa Ritchie.

The victim’s mother, Marilyn
Ritchie-Root, told the court
prior to sentencing about the
horror of seeing her son’s
beaten body.

“His body was black and
blue, horrible bruises. I touched
the hole in the back of his head,
this child I brought into the
world. I told him how much I

loved him . . . . He didn’t de-
serve to die in this horrible, in-
humane way.”

She said she has contem-
plated suicide several times
since her son’s death.

“I want to be with my son so
much. It feels like hell to be
here.”

Her son never recovered from
the anguish he felt after running
over Elliott’s brother, Telford
Elliott, in 1995. “My son suffered
nightmares. I could hear him
crying late at night . . . . The pain
he felt was so unbearable.”

Cavin Ritchie was charged
with impaired driving causing
death, but the charge was re-
duced to impaired driving after
an autopsy on Elliott’s body re-
vealed several vehicles had al-
ready run him over.

While the other drivers failed
to stop, Ritchie stopped and
called the police because, his
mother said, she raised him “to
accept responsibility,” but the
dead man’s family held him ac-
countable and warned him to
stay away.

One of her greatest sorrows is
that her son won’t see his
daughter, now three, grow up.

“The pain is beyond descrip-

tion.”

Before the sentences were
passed, both men turned
around to Ritchie’s family who
filled one side of the public gal-
lery and apologized.

“I wish this never happened.
I'm sorry,” said Keeshig.

“I'm truly sorry. I don’t expect
you to forgive me,” said Elliott.

During the trial, which began
March 22, court heard that
Ritchie had gone to a party at
Cape Croker and Elliott recog-
nized him as the man who had
run over his brother. Ritchie was
severely beaten to death with a
rake handle and a rifle butt as
his cousin, Dawn Ritchie, tried
to put herself between him and
his assailants.

Ritchie-Root attended every
day of the trial, although she
found hearing the evidence
about the brutal attack on her
son extremely distressing.

“But I had to be here for my
son,” she said.

After sentencing, Ritchie-Root
and her sister and children gath-
ered in a circle outside the court
building for a sweetgrass cer-
emony. They sang to the sound

of a single drum about the need
for healing.

Peigan protest draws attention to bousing condztzons

By Shari Narine
Windspeaker Contributor

PEIGAN FIRST NATION,
Alta.

Peter Strikes With A Gun
knows there are housing prob-
lems on the Peigan reserve, east
of Lethbridge, Alta. But the
Peigan Nation chief doesn’t
agree with Dominic Crow
Shoe’s way of drawing atten-
tion to the situation.

On March 2, in biting wind
and falling snow, Crow Shoe
erected a tipi in front of the
Peigan band administration of-
fice as a means of protest. Two
months later, with yet another
dump of snow and more cold
weather at the end of April, the
tipi still stands.

One of the goals of the tipi, said
Edwin One Owl, spokesman for
the protest, is to bring attention
to the poor housing and living
conditions on the reserve.

“The reason we took this
upon ourselves,” said One Owl,
“is because our membership

has lost all hope.”

One Owl’s brother Mike is
sharing the tipi with Crow Shoe.

Crow Shoe points to the sup-
port they have received from
the Peigan people. Some people
have slept with them in the tipi,
despite the sometimes brutally
cold weather, others have of-
fered wood or food, and still
more, including Elders, have
offered verbal support, he said.

But Strikes With A Gun, who
was returned for another term
as chief in the January election,
points to the hard work this
band council and the former
council did to secure additional
funding for housing.

“There’s a major renovation
project underway that’s a five-
year plan,” said Strikes With A
Gun, “that we negotiated for al-
most two years with [the fed-
eral Department of Indian and
Northern Affairs].”

Strikes With A Gun is hoping
to get $450,000 this year. That
money has already been ear-
marked for the renovation of 100
homes on the reserve. Also, he

Just released from

ALNBIK>

ISBN 0-88922-406-4
$13.95 ¢ trade paper

96 pages

Distributed by General Distribution Services:
& 1-800-387-0141 (S. Ontario & Quebec)
& 1-800-387-0172 (all other provinces)

-

Drew Hayden Tay[or

notes that $186,000 has been al-
lotted to the Peigan Nation for
housing. The money was an-
nounced as part of the Gathering
Strength document released by
the department of Indian Affairs
in January 1998, which outlined
Canada’s vision of the changing
relationship between First Na-
tions and the government.

With only 448 houses on the
reserve, two or three families,
numbering 13 or 14 people, are
forced to share a single dwell-
ing, said Gloria Good Rider, act-
ing housing director.

No new homes have been built
on the reserve since 1995 and the
$450,000 from Indian Affairs usu-
ally goes to cover mortgages.

“We have a waiting list and
people wanting to move back on
the reserve. We probably need
twice as many houses as we have
now,” said Good Rider.

But dwelling conditions on
the Peigan Nation aren’t as bad
as it gets on some reserves, said
Strike With A Gun.

The Peigan chief attended a
conference in Toronto in mid-

March in which First Nations’
representatives addressed In-
dian Affairs regarding housing
concerns. From that conference,
the government committed $20
million to improve housing
conditions.

“I don’t know if we’ll see any
of that money,” said Strikes
With A Gun.

“There are First Nations out
there living in shacks.”

While Strikes With A Gun and
Crow Shoe may not agree with
the means by which Crow Shoe
has taken to draw attention to
the plight of the Peigan people,
they both share the feeling of
frustration.

“It’s very frustrating to know,
to realize,” said Strikes With A
Gun, “the government does not
give priority to the First Nations
and that they’re more effective in
contributing to Third World
countries.”

As for Crow Shoe, he said he
will keep his tipi standing in
front of the band administration
office as long as it takes to have
his concerns addressed.

SHA Ri NARINE
Dominic Crow Shoe (left) and
Edwin One Owl stand in front
of the tipi they erected March
2 in front of the Peigan Nation
administration building to
protest "Third World" living
conditions on their reserve.

“I set up this tipi to acknowl-
edge I don’t want to see another
family suffer like I did,” he said.

situations”

New from the author of
Only Drunks and Children Tell the Truth
and Fearless Warriors

The Baby Blues is Drew Hayden Taylor's highly wrought and
hilarious farce of patrimony in a politically correct, post-colonial
milieu of “fancy dancers” of every stripe on the Pow wow trail.

The Baby Blues is the winner of the Alaska State University
Playwrights’ Award.

“a rowdy and often moving journey off the highway and onto
the dirt roads of memory”

“traditional pratfalling British farce takes on a distinctly
indigenous flavour”

“Taylor’s script evokes creative wit from commonplace

—Now MAGAZINE

—TORONTO SUN

—PETERBOROUGH EXAMINER
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Reform tactics in question

(Continued from page 7.)

First, the party turns the no-
tion of equality on its head. By
insisting that everyone be
treated the same, means Abo-
riginal people, the poor, peo-
ple who have been discrimi-
nated against can’t ever re-
dress historical wrongs. Any
attempt to do that would lead
to unequal treatment in Re-
form’s eyes. And Reform is the
only party that’s willing to
comment on the fact that some
reserves are run by people
who aren’t exactly democratic.
Other parties stay away from
that out of fear they’ll be called
racist. But the notion that they
would somehow get a better
deal from Reform . . ..”

Dobbin provided dozens of
examples of intolerant
speeches and actions by cur-
rent or former Reform MPs to
back up his contentions, but
Mike Scott’s name wasn’t in-
cluded in any of those exam-
ples. The MP for Skeena took
issue with several of the re-
marks made by Dobbin and
Boudria.

“We haven’t balanced the
books. There’s outstanding is-
sues with Aboriginal people

that need to be addressed. I
would argue strenuously that
the way to address those out-
standing issues is markedly
different from what this gov-
ernment is doing. But for sure
there are outstanding issues
that need to be addressed.
Nobody can argue that many
Native people were deeply af-
fected by the residential
school system,” he said. “I
mean, that’s a fact. That needs
to be addressed. Nobody can
argue that the government of
Canada'has built up ahuge wel-
fare state around Aboriginal
people — particularly those liv-
ing on reserve — and made
them wards of the state and in-
stituted a very top down, pater-
nalistic system. Nobody can ar-
gue that Aboriginal people liv-
ing on reserve have been denied
property rights. That continues
to this day. Those are all areas
that need to be addressed, with-
out question.”

He added that treaties need
to be signed with First Nations
in British Columbia but said
the Nisga’a deal wasn’t the

‘way to do it.

Scott denied being moti-
vated by any hidden religious
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JUNE 18, 19, & 20, 1999

Prince George Native Friendship Centre
1600 Third Avenue, Prince George, BC

Friday, June 18 (4 pm - 7 pm) « Saturday, June 19 (10 am - 7 pm)
Sunday, June 20 ( 10 am - 4 pm)

This festival would like to invite all communities to help celebrate the: -
first day of summer and also Aboriginal Day on June 21,1999.

plans being formulated for the following:

* Demonstration of wood carving during the festival
- Fashion Show by Heather Potts from Dancing Loone Cree- atnons
* Individual Dancers - Local Dancers
Louie Singers - Fort Fraser and Vanderhoof areas. e

For more information please contact:
Coordinator, Christopher Morris or Yvonne Prince
Phone (250) 565-6298 or (250) 563-7248

Hosted b}i C/trortvplwr Morris

INC.

I N D u s I R I E s THE RIGHT CHEMICAL SPLUTION

s

agenda.

“I don’t even go to church,”
he said.

The Indian Affairs critic said
the Liberal response to his par-
ty’s criticisms of the signing of
the Nisga’a agreement are part
of a tactic designed to distract
attention away from legiti-
mate criticism of the process.

“You see, right away what
happens is Mr. Boudria is go-
ing after the character and the
motives of the Reform Party
rather than considering the ar-
guments that we put forward
because Mr. Boudria and his
party do not want to get into
a legitimate debate and hear
the arguments that we ad-
vance,” Scott said.

Scott insists his party has le-
gitimate concerns about the
way the government is han-
dling the Nisga’a agreement.

“Jane Stewart should not
have signed the agreement
until such time as it was rati-
fied. That’s the appropriate
time to sign the treaty. Fur-
thermore, I think that Jane
Stewart, as minister responsi-
ble, has made some classic er-
rors in judgment in terms of
what’s in the treaty,” he said.

péaker Staff Writer
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;Turtle isiand
Financial
corporation

$12,000,000

7% Bonds

MATURING: FEBRUARY 28, 2004

Interest paid yearly

Minimum Investment: $I50,000

TAX FREE for First Nations

This offering will be of particular
interest to First Nations seeking safety of

It is the policy of Chemical Industries. Inc. to utilize existing
technologies in providing safe and environmentally friendly
products. We pledge to continually seek out new and better
products that go hand in hand with mother nature. Chemical
Industries Inc. manufactures and distributes products for
facilities, oil & gas, road maintenance and the industrial sector
for your communities. For more information contact us at
either our Toronto or Alberta offices and receive your FREE
1999 Executive Leather-bound Daily Planner.

WALTER M. WILK, PRESIDENT r

5407 Eglinton Ave. W., Suite 106, Toronto, Ontario M9C 5K6
Ph: {(416) 695-0406 Fax: (416) 695-3964
Toll Free: 1-800-561-4219

105, 1530 - 27 Ave. N.E., Calgary, Alberta T2E 756
Ph: (403) 571-7979 Fax: (403) 571-7977
Cell: (403) 607-5963
Toll Free: 1-800-447-1437

capital and superior rates of return, while
maintaining a tax free investment status.

This offering is only made by the way of Offer Memorandum Document,
important investment information is contained within this document.
Investors are advised te obtain a copy of this document by calling

1-877-388-7853. This offering is only valid in Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, Alberta, British Columbia and the Yukon.

Turtle Isiand Financial Corporation
(AN OCHAPOWACE FIRST NATION COMPANY)
Box 550, Whitewood, Saskatchewan SOG 5CO0
Toll-free: 1-877-388-7853 Fax: 1-306-545-5822
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Saskatchewan
Environment
and Resource
Management

yaskatchewan Provincial Parks

...yours
to enjoy

Call (306) 787-2700 or
Toll Free 1-877-237-2273

operator 991

INDIGENOUS
FUTURES 2000

Business Enterprises & Self-Governing Systems
of Indian, Inuit & Métis Peoples (B.E.S.S.)

International Case Writing Competition

PRIZES

First Place $5,000
Second Place $3,000
Third Place $2,000

Business Enterprises & Self-Governing Systems Of Indian,

Inuit & Mcétis Peoples (B.E.S.S.)

Founded in 1984, the B.E.S.S. Program has developed a unique university curriculum in
Aboriginal Management. Graduates with B.E.S.S. B.Mgt Degrees and Certificates go on to careers
in banking, politics, law, economic development, enterprise, and other areas of endeavor. An
important feature of this curriculum is its library of written cases, which profile aboriginal
organizations, governments and businesses as they deal with social, political and economic change.
Use of cases in the classroom gives students a chance to develop their problem-solving and
decision-making skills and to integrate their general management knowledge into discussions of
aboriginal communities and their challenges. The Millennium Case Competition will be the fourth
one hosted by B.E.S.S. and the Faculty of Management, and we invite all students, scholars and
practitioners in this field to participate.

Definition of a Case

A management case describes a managerial challenge or problem, often from the perspective of a
person or people directly involved in the decision-making. A case may profile an individual, a
group, an organization, or multiple actors. As teaching tools, cases bring a real-life perspective to
the classroom and give students a chance to develop and test their problem-solving skills.

Case submiissions are particularly encouraged in the following areas:

e the opportunities open to aboriginal communities related to tourism and resounrce
development, including ecotourism, cultural tourism, and co-management of natural resources
e the challenges facing aboriginal managers in the area of human resource development including

FACULTY
OF

MANAGEMENT

organizational culture and design and the role of women, youth and elders
e the redevelopment of aboriginal political systems, including justice, leadership and community
participation
o the accomplishments of aboriginal entvepreneurs and businesspeople, including those in
micro-enterprises, family business and tribal businesses

For Information Contact

Andrea Amelinckx, Coordinator, B.E.S.S. Case Writing Competition
Faculty of Management, The University of Lethbridge

4401 University Drive, Lethbridge, Alberta, CANADA, T1K 3M4
PHONE: (403) 329-2148, FAX: (403) 329-2038

E-MAIL: andrea.amelinckx@uleth.ca

WEB SITE: http://home.uleth.ca/man/bess

Deadline for receipt of intent to submit is October 1, 1999

Rich , poor man,
they are the only
ones still having fun

It seems that practically
everyday, some member of the
financial community or a social
service individual is lamenting
the growing gulf between the
haves and have-nots. Basically,
it seems there are more poor
around these days, and equally,
more rich, and the middle is suf-
fering because of this.

Andiit’s not just the people in
positions of knowledge who are
debating this issue. People on
the streets are developing their
own theories. Just the other day
a piece of street philosophy
struck me broadside of my ear.
I was on my way home when I
couldn’t help overhearing from
the far sidewalk, a conversation
in process. A woman, almost
entirely dressed in black leather,
argued quite fervently with
who appeared to be her boy-
friend, saying quite loudly ‘it’s
true, only the rich and the poor
can afford to have sex.” She
didn’t actually say sex. She ac-
tually used a term that rhymes
with a certain waterfowl, but
you get the basic picture.

As they disappeared down the
street, | was haunted by her state-

ment, haunted by the way,,

weirdly enough, it made sense.
After some meditation, I found
myself believing it.

The poor, when not fighting to
survive, have no particularjob to
spend their days at, no pastimes
that occupy the hours of the day.
So, what else are you going todo
when you don’t have to waste
your time worrying about that
second mortgage? And unlike
movies, golf, and other popular
pastimes, sex doesn’t usually in-
volve an admission fee or mem-
bership dues, at least not where I
come from. You could say it’s an
economically unbiased activity.
Hell, you can even do it by your-
self, if you don’t have a partner.
Still, financially speaking, I guess
you could call that a dutch
“treat”.

The rich, on the other hand,
have a multitude of people who
do everything for them — their
laundry, taking the kids to school,
the cooking, the cleaning, main-
taining the pool, accounting to
evade taxes. With such asupport
staff, that leaves plenty of free
time, no doubt in satin or silk

sheets, available for the art of sex.
But from what I understand, it is
rarely with poor people, which
is a pity since it could potentially
create a bond that would unite
the two disparate fiscal groups.
It would beat the hell out of an
economic conference. :

Obviously, this leaves out the
lamentable, over-occupied and
frustrated members of the mid-
dle class who, evidently, have
too little available time on their
hands to put anything else in-
teresting into their hands. Be-
tween working overtime to buy
the second car (probably that
adorable new VW Beetle), at-
tending PTA meetings (a
byproduct of when they were
younger, poorer, and had the
time for sex), collecting canned
goods for the poor (who are too
busy having sex to collect them
for themselves), nights fall to
their satellite televisions with a
Heiniken in their hands.

Keeping all of this in mind, it
quickly becomes rather obvious
why the ranks of the rich and
those of the poor are swelling
(no pun intended). What do
you expect when the rich and
the poor are the only ones “Do-
ing It”? There’s a reason the
middle ¢lass is disappearing,
and it has nothing to do with
taxes, because I’'m not sure of a
way the government could pos-
sibly tax this — frequency? Du-
ration? Satisfaction? Location?

Perhaps the middle class
should contemplate an evening
with one less dinner party, one
less night at the theatre or week-
end at the cottage, and stick to
the basics of home entertain-
ment. That might help lessen the
gulf between the fortunate and
unfortunate. I'm all for doing
my bit for the cause.

From the Aboriginal perspec-
tive, this theory adds a certain
amount of logic towards ex-
plaining why the vast majority
of Native people in this coun-
try live in crushing poverty, yet
we have one of the highest, if
not the highest, birth rates in the
country, and 50 per cent of the
more than one million Native
people are under 25. I guess you
could say it pays to be poor.

It beats the hell out of a
Volkswagen bug.

REQUIRED:

House parent(s) and foster parent(s) in lower
mainland British Columbia for children aged

2 to 13 years.

Preference will be given to

qualified applicants of Aboriginal ancestry.

For further information please contact Dee
at (604) 465-8961 or fax resume to (604)

465-5949.
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Gathering quenches thirst
of parched Native community

By Kenneth Williams
Windspeaker Contributor

TORONTO

Billed as "A:keknon,"” a
Mohawk term for "The Com-
munity — Our Extended
Family," the thirteenth annual
traditional awareness gather-
ing presented by the Native
Canadian Centre of Toronto
was held on April 24 and 25.

The two-day event included
23 workshops by 14 Elders
and traditional teachers, with
a drum social and youth dance
following the first day of
workshops, that also included
an eagle feather presentation
and giveaway.

A craft fair ran in conjunc-
tion with the traditional gath-
ering. The workshops were
filled, sometimes to overflow-
ing.
Probably the highlight of the
event was a performance by
the Galwin'ku Ratpja Dancers
of the Yolnju Aboriginal peo-
ple of northeast Arnhemland
in Australia, who had just
managed to get to Toronto af-
ter a performance earlier in
Chicago. Even though they

problems,
they still
thrilled the
people in
attendance
with their
songs and
dances.
Dennis
Stark, chair
of the
Anishnabek
Committee
that co-
ordinated
the event,
said he was
only ex-
pecting
about 200
delegates
but was
pleasantly
surprised
that about
500 regis-
tered. He
considered
it part of a
resurgence
in Aborigi-
nal culture.
"This 1is

pro babl y ceremonies.

KENNETH WILLIAMS

Greenland Eskimo traditonal teacher, Anaangagq,
gives a workshop at the gathering's closing

MuniSoft

Municipal Software... and More

First Nations Administration System

» Membership Information * PopStats
 Social Assistance * Child Tax Benefit
» Financial Software * Year 2000 Compliant

On-Site Training * Toll-Free Support

Serving over 500 clients across Canada
1834 McAra Street, Regina, SK S4N 6C4 1-800-663-6864

Start your career as an

ABORIGINAL FASHION
DESIGNER

Classes start September, 1999 or January, 2000

M ANITOWU

Scwing & Design Institute

FOR MORE INFORMATION, Phone Toll Free: 1-877-978-9088
218 B Ave. B South, Saskatoon, SK S7M 1M4
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the most important event that the circle, and they're happy

3 B SO B

had to leave many of their
props behind in the United
States, because of customs

| KENNETH Wi MS
A member of the Galwin'ku Ratpja
Dancers performs for the gathering.

the Native Canadian Centre of
Toronto puts on each year be-
cause we bring in teachers and

Elders from across
North America and it
gives the Toronto com-
munity a chance to
hear them," he said.

He said that many
Aboriginal people have
been disconnected
from their culture for a
variety of reasons and
this event allows them
to gather and recon-
nect, a process that
Stark himself went
through.

"Six years ago, I
didn't know hardly
anything about my Na-
tive heritage," he said,
adding that past tradi-
tional gatherings
helped him reconnect
with his own people.

"For a lot of the
youth, they're seeing
their parents come
back to the circle, their
grandparents back in

to fall in line too," he contin-
ued. "Among the youth,
there's a tremendous resur-
gence and pride in being Abo-
riginal."

The president of the Native
Canadian Centre, Robert
Adams, considered it an in-
evitable evolution that tradi-
tional knowledge would be
presented in the cities, since
50 per cent of Aboriginal peo-
ple now live in urban centres.

"This event is like spiritual
water, as if we were in a desert
and we needed some thirst-
quenching spiritual nourish-
ment," he said. "Some of the
cultural memory is lost and,
in surprising ways, it's being
developed more and ad-
vanced in the cities. . . . Across
North America, Native his-
tory, culture, memory and
practice has caught on in the
last 10 years like a wildfire on
the plains."

Like Stark, Adams also
came to previous traditional
gatherings to remain con-
nected to his Aboriginal roots.

AT LAST..."END DUST"”
TOTAL DUST CONTROL

PERFORMS BETTER, IS SAFER AND KINDER TO THE ENVIRONMENT.
ITS SECRET - TOTAL DUST CONTROL - 1S AS OLD AS THE DEAD SEA

"END DUST"...TOTAL DUST CONTROL

Eliminating dust on unpaved surfaces reduces maintenance and improves drainage, vehicle
safety, and roadside health condition. End Dust provides Total Dust Control because:

* End Dust is much less corrosive to metals. * U.S. Dept. of Heaith and Human Senvices Registry of Toxic Effects of Chemical Substances
® End Dust is less toxic* than even baking soda and common table salt. End Dust is over eight -

times less toxic than calcium chloride.

= End Dust is safer to use around vegetation, plants, pets and most importantly people.

* End Dust is much less irritating to the skin than calcium chloride.

B End'E')ust improves the structure of roadside soils by resorting soil porosity and aggregate
stabmty.' Magnesium is absorbed by the soil and resists leaching into ground waters.
Magnesium is essential for health plant life and is used in many fertilizers.

CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES INC.
Ontario: 1-800-561-4219
Alberta: 1-800-447-1437

i

THE RIGHT CHEMICAL SOLUTION

Proud Supplier &
Sponsor to the
First Nations

du Canada

‘Secretariat

i Treasury Board of Canada Secrétariat
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ROCKY FUNERAL HOME

4804 - 48 St., Rocky Mountain House, AB
Phone: (403) 845-2626

SYLVAN LAKE FUNERAL HOME

5019 - 47 A Ave,, Sylvan Lake, AB
Phone: (403) 887-2151

photo: Robert Monderie

ol_God #1 by Glenna Matoush, 1998

CELEBRATE WI/ITH US
IN THE HEART OF MONTREAL

Montréal 9" annual

FIRST PEOPLES’ FESTIVAL 1999

From June 8 40 June 22

Narive Films and Videos
from the Americas

Tradirional Dancers

and Drummers

Visual Arts Exhibitions
and other actrivities

T

World premiere of Ondinnok Native Theatre's last play @
Iwouskéa et Tawiskaron

TERRES EN VUES
LAND InSIGHTS

770 Rachel East, Montréal ( Québec ) Canada, H2J 2H5
tel 514-521-2714 » fax 514-521-9480

terresenvues @videotron.ca

http://www.members.tripod.com/vues

photo: Rholem Karim

The 20" of June, a parade displaying
Yhe colors of +he First Nations for
the National Aporiginal Day

Live painting with Glenna Matoush,
Danna Williams, Carry Taylotee
and our special guest from Bolivia .
Roperto Mamani Mamani (Aymara)

Healing fund

(Continued from page 10.)

Buffalo continues to main-
tain that it was not a sufficient
apology and that the AFN
should not have accepted it.

In British Columbia, several
political leaders held a press
conference at downtown Van-
couver’s Coast Plaza Hotel, the
site of the committee meetings,
to “denounce the current proc-
ess.”

Viola Thomas, the president
of the United Native Nations,
British Columbia, the group
which lobbies for the rights of
off-reserve members in the
province, complained that the
committee meetings were
closed to the people the foun-
dation was created to help.

“This is another example
whereby victims of residential
schools are being victimized
again, this time by Aboriginal
people, not government,” said

Thomas. “It appears they are

more concerned about gener-
ating interest on the $350 mil-
lion rather than helping survi-
vors of residential school
abuse.”

Thomas said she discovered
that inner city groups which
applied for funding were not
successful. Thomas worries
that the Aboriginal Healing
Foundation members aren’t
willing to get their hands as
dirty as they’ll need to in or-
der to make the changes nec-
essary for real healing.

“I was in Oppenheimer Park
in the downtown east side. It's
an area that’s well known to
our people who are on the
streets. It’s where our people
drink cooking wine and Chi-
nese brandy. A woman who
was very intoxicated started to
disclose to me, telling me she
drank because of what hap-
pened to her when [a priest]
molested her in a residential
school. All T could think is
‘Where’s Georges Erasmus?
Where’s the board?’ These peo-
ple who are dying in the streets
or rotting in prison have no ca-
pacity to write fancy funding
proposals, but they are the
people who are most in need,”
she said.

During a telephone press
conference held when the es-
tablishment of the foundation
was announced, Erasmus told
the press that the foundation
would be open and account-
able. There has been little con-
tact in the year since that state-
ment was made and no press
releases of any kind have been
received regarding funding
decisions. Attempts to contact
the foundation for comment on
these -questions were unsuc-
cessful.

Lawrence Twain, a Bear Is-
land / Temagami member who
resides in North Bay, Ont., ap-
plied for funding to help him
establish a healing lodge for re-
covering alcoholics and drug
addicts. He was rejected.

He also complained about
the lack of personal contact
with the foundation.

“I never had any contact with
them at all,” he said. “Every-
thing was done by letter.”

Twain, a former residential
school student who spent
many years fighting addiction
problems before he sobered
up, received $5,000 from the

Healing Fund Council for the
United Church of Canada for
his group’s Cooperative
Cross Cultural Alcoholic Af-
tercare Counselling project.
He has been working tire-
lessly with several govern-
ment departments (both fed-
erally and provincially) to set
up a facility to help school

survivors and others with

addiction problems. He said
he still doesn’t have a clear
understanding of why his
proposal was rejected.

Dr. Anthony Hall, a profes-
sor of Native American Stud-
ies at the University of
Lethbridge, has followed the
residential school question
closely. He wonders why the
government set the healing
foundation up in a way that
no money could be provided
for litigation. This forces in-
dividual victims to hire law-
yers and fight each case in-
dividually.

“This fund is creating a
huge amount of confusion
because I think out there in
Indian Country people kind
of imagined that there is this
pot of money for the victims
and they would imagine that
each person is getting a
share,” he said. “The healing
fund doesn’t deal with the
liability of those responsible
for crimes or alleged crimes
— it’s not in any way ad-
dressing the question of the
liability of responsibility of
the government to the vic-
tims. It's a fund for programs
for individuals and groups

‘that will set up programs

and you’ve got to fear that it
will end up becoming a kind
of patronage network.”

Political sources in Ottawa
have already warned this pa-
per to watch how the fund-
ing is allocated by the foun-
dation, saying the suspicion
is that people who work
closely with: Chief Phil
Fontaine — or ridings that
voted Liberal in the last elec-
tion — may get more than
their share.

The direct common sense
way to deal with the issue,
Hall said, would be to com-
pensate the victims directly
without the involvement of
lawyers. Putting government
money into healing programs
as a sign that the government
was concerned about the vic-
tims of residential schools
while at the same time mak-
ing people prove they were
injured in the adversarial set-
ting of a court of law is a con-
tradiction, Hall said, which

suggests the government isn’t .

sincere in its apology.
“It’s kind of the classic way

of putting people off bal--

ance,” he said. “Then you
have Georges Erasmus as the
overseeing executive of this
whole thing, which seems to
be his role. He’s seen as the
consummate CEO of the new
Indian business.”

Viola Thomas raised that
same concern. She objects to
the cold, distant manner in
which the foundation is op-
erating.

“I'm worried when I see
them set themselves up in’
this corporate style of man-
agement,” she said.
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Voices of the winged ones — a view from the spirit's eye

By Marie Burke
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Brilliant yellows, mystic
blues, vibrant reds and swirls
of black painted across the
canvas into the shapes of birds
and spiritual human forms
arouses an irresistible urge for
the beholder to look deeper
into the work of Dale Auger.

In May, an exhibition of
acrylic paintings by Auger
was held at the Bear Claw Gal-
lery in Edmonton. Entitled
"Voices of the Winged Ones,”
it inspired awe in many of the
spectators at the gallery. Au-
ger's paintings also sparked
questions about the inspira-
tion for his work, but, as Au-
ger explains, that is no mys-
tery.

"The spirit world is so ex-
pansive and I need to teach
our young people how big
that world is. As a teacher or
a leader of some sort, I've got
to find a way to brmg it ahve,
said Auger. :

Alive in two distinct worlds
best describes what Auger's
artwork embodies. Some of
the guests at the gallery de-

Call Today for
more [nformation.

scribe his work as powerful
and evocative of the spirit.

Auger explained how his
work truly crosses between
two worlds and gives him
power from both.

"It is to go to the white man's
most spiritual house of knowl-
edge, the uruver51ty, and to
succeed there,” said Auger,
who has a Bachelor of Educa-
tion degree, a master’s in arts
and is also a candidate for a
PhD in education, which he
will be tackling this month.
“And it is when you cannot
take the pain of how power-
less your people really are, it
is then you go back to the spir-
itual source, to that source that
gives you the strength of who
you are, to bring that power
and security that will make
our knowledge secure in this
world, for our people,” he
said.

As an artist, Auger brings
forth a vivid expression of a

life and consciousness that is .

not associated with the physi-
cal world. His paintings come
from his spiritual journeys
and the traditional knowledge
learned from his people, he
said.

At this point in hlS splrltual

Dale Auger's work was exhibited at the Bear Claw Gallery in
Edmonton in May. Guests described his work as powerful and

evocative of spirit.

journey, Auger is the medicine
painter and the colors he uses
are healing colors from the
spirit world, he said.

"I just want to be loyal to the

traditions and I'm going to be-

“Creating and Optimizing Aboriginal Busmess and Corporate Partnershlps
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
The Economic Renewal Secretariat's 1939 business conference "Making Money in the Millennium: Creating and
Optimizing Aboriginal/Corporate Partnerships" will work towards establishing business liaisons between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal stakeholders by providing conference delegates with opportunities to meet and

KW | network, share ideas and innovations, acquire information on best practices, develop and enhance business skills
% and knowledge and by promoting linkages between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal businesses and other
interested parties. Through a format of facilitated workshops, plenary presentations, inspirational speakers and

orggpized sessions for networking, the conference will provide delegates with a forum to gevelop and assess
buslness partne‘rship options for future growth and expansion. ‘Topics to be discussed willinclude:
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Ne’;wor,king for Success: Developing Business Connections
% .Alternative Fmancing Sources
4 Investing : -
Successful Joint Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Busmess Ventures
Building Successful Community-Based Econemic Systems
Structuring Businesses to Maximize Tax Relief
Partnership Potential and the Procurement Strategy
Cross-Cultural Sensitivity
Marketing
# The Art of the Deal
% Business and the 'Net"

Conference Fees,
Conference Travel Agent,
Conference Location, and

Entertainment for the Event
can be found
at the ‘ERS’ website:
www.economicrenewal.on.ca

For registration information please call:

 416.737.5057

Www.ammsda.com

lieve the way that I believe. I'm
not going to go looking for
something out there that is right
here in front of me," said Auger.

The several paintings that
incorporate the winged ones

brings forth the thrilling en-
ergy of the hummingbird, the
magic of the raven and the
youthfulness of the
meadowlark from their small
beings that come across larger
than life.

There is a lot of different ex-
ploring to do, said Auger. And
the winged ones depicted in
his paintings are in relation to
humans, Auger explains.

The spiritual human forms
that Auger paints with the
eyes dark and deep and blue,
he acknowledges as his own
reflection. The blue in the eyes
of the powerful human forms
reflect a deep spiritual state
and it is in that state that Au-
ger derives his personal secu-
rity of who he is.

The human forms have their
mouths open and a slight mist
is often painted coming from
them. The expression of Abo-
riginal people is important be-
cause too often they are por-
trayed as being the stoic Indi-
ans with no voice, said Auger.
The voices are important to
me, he said.

"My paintings are journeys
on roads that are not short;
they are long roads, they are
life-long roads," said Auger.

You can make travel arrangements by contactlng our A
conference travel agent, First Nations Travel at: 1-800-265-6713

Deloitte & Touche
Toronto Dominion Bank

June 9, 10, 11 (wed, thurs, fri,) 1999

International Plaza Hotel and

Conference Centre Toronto, Ontario
Toll-Free: 1-800-668-3656 Tel: 1-416-246-7924
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APIN determined
lo meet September
broadcast Iaunch

By Marie Burke
Windspeaker Staff Writer

| Juckeis W% Caps ¥ Slnr'ls

with your ad message or Iogo

For 17 years, clubs, schools and |
businesses across Canada have
relied upon StAR CITY
Promorions for their custom
printed promotional products
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OTTAWA

The official launch date for the
Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network is only months away
and the final decision is in on
where it’s southern uplink and
programming centre will be lo-
cated.

The city of Winnipeg won out
over other southern centres, but
that comes as no surprise despite
much speculation prior to the
network’s recent announcement.

The board of APTN went with
the Winnipeg site after receiving
overwhelming support from the
Aboriginal community, city offi-
cials and the local media there,

Dave Tuccaro will represent
Alberta on APTN's board of
directors.

along with the current members

1 ( ! : ) which contributed to their deci- from the northern areas. ‘
sion. Representatives will include e
The specific site in Winnipeg Calvin Helin from British Colum-
that will be APTN’s primary lo- bia, Dave Tuccaro from Alberta,
cation has not yet been decided. Marty Ballentyne from Saskatch- |
: A number of locations are being ewan, Ron Nadeau from Mani- !
. considered by the management  toba, Gary Farmer from Ontario, .k
at APTN, and a decision w111 be and Alams Obomsawin from
announced " 7 Quebec, with :
AT shortly. R oman :
- Winnipeg Bittman and
will be where Catherine Mar-
the news stu- tin represent-
dio for APTN ing the
will be located Maritimes and
o and will be the Atlantic region. {2
: principal loca- The board =
tion for receiv- will continue i3
ing and distrib- the process of R
uting APTN working to- &4
programming. wards the es- a4
The adminis- : 4 tablishment of e
trative office : a truly national e
oo d Gary Farmer will represent yr
will still be lo- 5456 on the APTN board,  /APoriginalnet- =y
cated in Ot- work, said i
tawa. Tagalik. The next year will be a i,
The structure of APTN is time for working out the kinks -
) | changing quickly to accommo-  that come with any new televi- ,
{ e date the launch in Septemberand  sion network, he said. P
Abraham Tagalik has been ap- “At this point we are looking
Pod ael 6 pointed by the board of directors  at the style and the values that
~ as chief operating officer. Tagalik APTN will have. Our flagship 3
antoo Cardina i ntoo has held the position of chairman  show will be thenews and we are
of the network’s board for thelast now looking at what that will
atic a2 two years and was instrumental look like. It’s going to have a ‘
in leading the way for Television unique look. It's not going to look
Donaldso D q Northern Canada to form the like Newsworld or anything like " j
new national Aboriginal net- that,” said Tagalik. s
and D3 work. Researchers are busily prepar- 4
J.C. Catholique will act as ing for the inaugural broadcast =1
. iy o . chairman until full APTN mem- from the new network and man- ;
i bership criteria is established and  agement at APTN is in the proc- ‘
elections are held. ess of hiring programming staff.
“I now take marching orders “September first is a window
] ored | from the board and I'm very ex-  thatis pretty sacred to us and we
cited about the next year. It don’t plan on missing it. We
should be fun,” said Tagalik. won't start live programming
3 > . e i Aiei e IER0e The board of directors an- until January except for the
5 - e B S el nounced it has its’ official repre- news,” said Tagalik.
sentatives from the provinces For the first season APTN will
‘ use the programming available
. c ; 3 on their shelves with most of that 3
Spll e Y e eisicand coming from the northern area.
Most people have never had ac-
. cess to those programs before, :
. 4 MOCO : : 3 53 RDOME said Tagalik. 3
s : APTN was licensed by the
CRTC on Feb. 22 and is dedicated
SR Sedi ol Jeyelop to programming by and about
s : ' 2 Aboriginal people from across
Canada in English, French and
A - g0 ; D AGh Aboriginal languages.
Aborigina - 2 < orthwest The network will be available
on basic cable in areas where
. there are more than 2,000 sub-
of Canac AU d a% o scribers, as well as direct-to-

Alams 0bomsawn

home distribution.
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Technology taught in a Maori context

By Huw Turner
Windspeaker Contributor

AUCKLAND, NORTH ISLAND,
New Zealand

“Hangarau differs from the west-
ern concept of technology and is not
about economic progression. It's
about making Maori technologists
who are aware of the Maori culture
and values and the implications of
what they are doing.”

- Hawke’s Bay, North Island,
teacher.

In the 1990s the New Zealand
government has demanded that
the ministries of Education and
of Maori Development construct
an education strategy designed
to improve ‘Maori students’
achievement in education. Inap-
propriate curriculum, teaching
and learning styles and inappro-
priate assumptions about the
purposes of education all contrib-
ute to notions of Maori undera-
chievement.

After two years of research and
development and a half-year of
trialing, Hangarau, the Maori
technology curriculum, is to be
sent to the 1,038 schools with bi-
lingual and immersion units, and
59 Kura Kaupapa Maori (total
immersion) throughout New
Zealand. Hangarau is the fourth
and final Maori statement and
follows Te Reo Maori (Maori lan-
guage); Pangarau (Maths); and
Pataiao (Science).

Ministry of Education curricu-

ADVERTISING FEATURE

HUW TURNER

Students are instructed in flax weaving by a member of the Maori community in an attempt to
develop technological literacy by accessing Maori knowledge and values.

lum facilitator Nan Gray said the
aim of Hangarau is to develop
Maori students’ technological lit-
eracy by accessing Maori knowl-
edge and values.

“They’ll learn about technol-
ogy and how it impacts on soci-
ety from a Maori perspective,
accessing the knowledge and
values of Maori ancestors and
bringing them into today’s con-
texts.

“In materials technology, they
might look at warehouse design

and construction, how our ances-
tors used materials and what
materials we are using today,”
she said.

Hangarau differs from the

mainstream technology curricu-
lum in that it has only two
strands: Matauranga Hangarau
(technological knowledge and
understanding) and Hangarau a
iwi (technology and society).
“We decided to have only two
strands because we couldn’t
separate technological knowl-

edge and understanding, or ca-
pability. In doing things from a
Maori point of view, you cannot
learn things in isolation. It’s all
about gaining an understanding
of how our ancestors did things.
It’s not about living in the past,
but using those ideas and adapt-
ing them to today’s environment.

"The Hangarau document is
about sustainable technology
and the conservation of natural
resources. The document states
very clearly that Hangarau is for

people and their land, while the
mainstream technology curricu-
lum is more economics driven.
Technology in the Hangarau
sense is to improve the quality of
life for everyday people, ina way
that doesn’t have a negative im-
pact on land,” Gray said.

There is evidence that
Hangarau has a lot of potential
in terms of accessing and reclaim-
ing knowledge that has, for vari-
ous reasons, been lost. At one
eastern Bay of Plenty school the
draft Hangarau document was
trialed by working on kite-mak-
ing and eeling. Four kite-making
students studied traditional and
modern methods of construction.
They found instructions for kite-
making by using books and from
local people, and collected the
materials themselves. Kakaho
reeds were used for the frame
and raupo leaves for the cover-
ing. The kites were then modern-
ised using different materials.

Eeling was particularly rel-
evant for the children. Again they
gathered the necessary materials
to make the fishing lines:
supplejack poles for the rod, thin
strips of flax for the line, long
river worms for the bait. Worms
were threaded on to the flax,
which was tied at both ends and
attached to a bamboo pole.

It is this idea of technology and
learning as being bigger than the
classroom, of working as part of
the community, and the people
in the community supporting the
learning, that is so important.

The Auto Acceptance Group is a Used Automobile Dealership that caters
strictly to First Nations and Métis communities. The dealership was established
in 1994. The owner, Mr. Andrew Snow has been in the car business for the past
He employs a full time secretary, Gina, as well as a part time
secretary, Jamie, and two full time delivery drivers, Bert and Larry.

The Auto Acceptance Group has delivered vehicles to many different commu-

thirteen years.

nities in provinces all across Canada.

“l also employ people on reserve such as my new associate, Terry Bourque,
from the Buffalo Lake Métis Settlement in Alberta. Mr. Bourque has quickly
become a tremendous influence on the growth of our business” states Andrew
Snow in respect to his commitment to involving Aboriginal people in the day to
day operation of his business.

Auto Acceptance maintains an inventory of more than 500 vehicles on hand
and ready for immediate delivery, including a large variety of cars, trucks, vans,
sport utility vehicles and 4x4's.

“Due to the nature of road conditions in some rural areas we specialize in
trucks” says Snow. “|f|t s a truck you want, | am sure we have the one you’re

looking for.”

~ The Auto Acceptance Group staff understand that many of the customers have
ume restrictions so they take applications over the phone, find a vehicle suitable for the
customer’s needs and arrange for low monthly payments. They also have special

and patience.”

programs for individuals
who have had credit prob-
lems or are just establishing
their credit for the first time.

“We guarantee a re-
sponse on your applica-
tion within one hour or
less and then an amazing
next day delivery of your
vehicle,” Snowinforms us.

“Everyoneat Auto Ac-
ceptance would like to
thank all of our past cus-
tomers for their business
Unfortu-
nately Andrew Snow cannot get out on the road to meet his customers personally
asmuchashewouldlike, but he still would like to thankall pastand future customers

BerT, LARRY, ANDREW & GINA

for giving him this opportunity to serve Aboriginal and Métis communities.

DON’T TAKE THEIR WORD FOR IT.

Just ask someone who has received his aytomoble from Auto Acceptance Group. These are just
some of the comments his clients have made...

“I've learned that providing a high level of service to my Aboriginal clients is not
only good business but a privilege” explains Snow.

Acceptance group when | say, for us, Canada’s First Peoples are first with us.”

“| speak for everyone at Auto

“l couldn’t be happier with my new carand | couldn’t be happier with the way Auto Acceptance
treated me. They made buying a car easy. No hassles.” Diane Alexander, Roseau River First

Nation, MB

“Auto Acceptance Group took my information and gave me the truck | needed. I’d recommend

anyone to call Andrew if they need a vehicle.”

Brenda Seesequais, Duck Lake, SK

“You don’t have to jump through hoops to make a deal at Auto Acceptance. They matched my
needs and my budget and now I’m driving the minivan | wanted.” Vidal Frencheater, Morley, AB

RIGINAGL GUTOMOTIVE CENTRE

1T-800-447-0744

DID YOU MISS OUR GREAT DEALS? See page 7.
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There is all kinds of new stuff at this year’s Stampede, making it worth the trip more than ever. Take in the new
Grandstand Show. In honour of the approaching millenium we present the “Party of the Century” and TransAlta Lights
Up The Night — a fullpyro visual extravaganza. Ride the amazing new “Drop of Fear”, or take in Bugzilla, an
exhibit of bugs and gigantic insect robots. To enjoy the Stampede and
everything else Calgary has to offer, call 1-800-661-1767 for tickets today.
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By Barb Grinder
Windspeaker Contributor

ELNORA, Alta.

Head-Smashed-In Buffalo
Jump is one of Alberta’s best
known archeological attractions.
Like other bison jumps, it’s a trib-
ute to the ingenuity and skill of
the early Aboriginal hunters on
the plains.

It’s also a mecca for thousands
of summer visitors from all over
the world.

Dry Island Buffalo Jump is al-
most unknown, but it’s equally
worth visiting. Here, instead of
hordes of people, you’ll be more
likely to see the occasional canoe-
ist setting off on a trip down the
river, or a local farm family -out
for a picnic.

Located on the bald, flat prai-
rie of central Alberta, almost due
east of Olds, the site lies at the
edge of the Red Deer River. Here,
glaciers have carved a broad val-
ley, more than 650 feet deep, a
kind of mini Grand Canyon with
sculpted sandstone cliffs and
steep buttes. The river itself winds
through the valley like a silvery
snake,with cottonwoods provid-
ing the only shade for many miles.
In the middle of the valley, a broad
tree-covered butte has been cre-
ated by the river, which has since

ESSENTIAL
POWWOW
RESOURCE

www.anmsa.com

receded across the valley, leaving
the butte as a high, dry island.

Now a provincial park, the site
has long been recognized as the
most northerly and steepest of all
the buffalo jumps. Jack Brink,
head of the archeological survey
at the provincial museum in Ed-
monton, said that unlike Head-
Smashed-In, where the animals
were often only wounded, and
thus had to be dispatched by the
hunters, the bison driven over the
edge at Dry Island were always
dead when the reached the bot-
tom. At the buffalo jump site, the
cliffs reach about 160 feet to the
prairie above, just enough to kill
the animals without pulverizing
the meat.

Buffalo jumps were such a suc-
cessful means of killing large
numbers of animals, that they
were used for thousands of years.
The basic system seems easy.
Drive the buffalo over a cliff, then
slaughter them. But the actual op-
eration required bravery, skill, and
strategy.

The hunters needed intimate
knowledge of the bison’s
behavior and the local landscape,
and often had to put themselves
in dangerous situations to move
the animals in the right direction.
Once the bison were wounded or

killed, the people had to work

quickly to process the meat and
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hides before they could spoil. It
was also messy work—the
Blackfoot word for buffalo jumps
is piskun, or bucket of blood.

“At Head-Smashed-In and the
other buffalo jumps, we find lots
of spear heads and arrow points
in the archaeological digs. At Dry
Island there are almost no killing
tools. Most of the tools we find
are those used for skinning the
animals and processing them,”
Brink added.

Though Brink said archeologi-
cal work at Dry Island has been
very limited, scientists now be-
lieve the site was used for at least
4,000 years, intermittently up to
the 1700s. Fossilized remains of
dinosaurs have also been found
in the area.

To reach Dry Island Buffalo
Jump, take provincial Highway
21, which parallels Highway 2.
The turnoff to the park lies be-
tween the tiny towns of Elnora
and Huxley, and is well marked
with a provincial sign. Head east
on this mostly paved road about
12 miles, to reach the park bound-

ary. The view from the top of the

valley is spectacular and interpre-
tive signs are well placed at the
edge of the cliffs. The road down
into the valley is reasonably good,
but is unpaved and very steep.
Leave RV units at the top. The
road is closed when it’s wet.

4rH Axmiwal Comox Wawey iPowwow

Friday, June 25  Saturday, June 26  Sunday, June 27
4 pm - 11 pm 8 am -1l pm 8 am - 8 pm
Rotary Bowl, Comox Valley Fairgrounds |
Headquarters Road, Courtenay, BC ..
Camping Available Competition Food Booths _ =
-~ Princess Pageant 50/50 Draws Craft Booths -~
Overnight Camping $125/wknd :

Payouts conditional on funds raised

Powwow Line: (250) 334-9446 Elodie or Mel

Alcohol and Drug Free Event ® Admission by Donation
Aboriginal & non-Aboriginal welcome ® Wheelchair accessible

Committee not responsible for theft, injuries, travellers funds, or weather

Sponsored by: Upper Island Women of Native Ancestry
Phone: (250) 334-9591 e Fax: (250) 338-9515

Ride the hlgh country, jllSt 30 minutes from Kamloops, BC
Jandana Ranch, a quiet working ranch overlooking the beautiful Pinantan Lake valley.
Stay in a well equipped lake view cottage, explore miles of back country, fish, and
relax by an evening campfire. Ride with knowledgable staff, who will help to improve
your riding skills. Beautiful horses, well trained in natural horsemanship principles. |
Your own horse is welcome. Guests are encouraged to take part in the ranch operation.

Jandana Ranch ¢ General Delivery, Pinantan Lake, BC VOE 3EO0
Ph: (250) 573-5800 ¢ Fax: (250) 573-5820 « Toll Free: 1-800-573-5881
www.mwsolutions.com/jandana

l*l Canadiann Patrimoine

Heritage canadien

ROYAL BANK

OF CANADA

Canada’s National Aboriginal News Source

The Aboriginal Newspaper of Alberta

&

The Aboriginal N o Stk haiart The Aboriginal Newspaper of British Columbia

dty of Vancouver
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By Yvonne Irene Gladue

Windspeaker Staff Writer
WHITEHORSE

Staff members at the friendship centre in Whitehorse are abuzz these days, as they George and Charlie put a piece of gold in arifle shell canndge and headed to the
await the release of a film that will tell the life story of the centre’s namesake. Skookum sawmill at Forty Mile while Jim stayed behind to guard the find. News of the
Jim Mason, A Man in Two Worlds is a 52-minute video that chronicles the life of Skookum discovery travelled fast and the three men were treated like royalty. Jim became
Jim, a Tagish Indian from the Yukon, and the gold discovery that made him famous. wealthy and for a time he enjoyed the benefits. Many of the tales of Skookum

According to historical doc_uments, men were alreac_ly prospecting for gold in Alaska Jim’s wealth have been documented in the archives at the Whitehorse McBride
and Yukon before Skookum Jim’s find, but none of their finds were as large as Skookum Museum, many of which have been based on the oral history of Jim’s descend-
Jim’s. It is one of the biggest gold strikes in history to date, and was the strike that ants.
sparked the famous Klondike Gold Rush of 1898. His discovery was made close to what He traveled great distances as a prospector and to market with the gold he’d
is now called Bonanza Creek, located about 400 km north of Whitehorse. discovered, and for a time Jim even found his way to Seattle, Washington.

Skookum Jim was born in 1856 to Tagish Chief Kaachgaawa and his wife Gus’ duteen. Skookum Jim was generous to everyone and while living in Seattle, Jim sat in a
He was born with the name of Keish, which was given to him by his clan, the Wolf Clan. hotel room and threw bank notes and gold pieces out of his window to passers-by
Keish was influenced to change his name to Jim Mason by a man named George Carmack, below. He then sat back and laughed as people scrambled to pick the gold and
whom he met while working as a Chilcoot carrier. The carriers would transport food and money from the ground.
other supplies from Skagway, Alaska, to Dawson City, Yukon for a prospector named After moving back to Yukon, Jim built an expensive house with some logs he
William Og11v1e and were named after a treacherous pass in one of the highest moun- had shipped from Alaska. In 1912, he hosted the last big potlatch in Carcross,
tain ranges in Alaska. Skookum was added to Jim’s name, because of his physical strength Yukon. People came from many miles to enjoy the two-week-long celebra-

The word Skookum in his Tagish language means strong or husky. George
Carmack later married Skookum Jim’s sister Kate, and became a partner m i
Jim’s find. F

Jim’s fortunes changed when Carmack and his wife left Whitehorse
to travel down river to trap and search for gold. They were gone
for quite awhile, so the family sent Skookum Jim and his il
nephew, Charlie, to search for them. Since there are many &
conflicting stories about Jim’s gold discovery, the film is
based on the account of two people, Patsy Henderson and §
William Ogilvie, whose records of the event are similar. §

Before Skookum Jim found his sister and brother-in- 3§
law, he and his nephew ran out of supplies and food, so N
they decided to get some good timber to float down river to
sell to a sawmill at Forty Mile, Yukon, a small establishment along
the Yukon River. They located George and Kate close to where they
were gathering the logs.

They all decided to search for gold in the area of Rabblt Creek — the
name was later changed to Bonanza Creek. In the beginning all that the
group found were small amounts of gold deposits, too small to record. So g
they continued to search for trees to cut down and get ready to sell to the
sawmill. 5

To provide for the group, Skookum Jim set off to hunt; he shot and
killed a moose. While waiting for the others to get to the dead
moose, Jim went down to the creek for water and hiseyes i
fell upon huge quantities of gold. Because Jim was <4
an Indian he did not have the right to record
the claim, so he worked out a deal with
his brother-in law, Carmack, to - 4
split the find. His nephew, §
Charlie, also claimed part of the
stake.

tion. More than $2,000 and other gifts were given out to the guests.
Skookum Jim continued to prospect for gold; his success depended on
the fact that he was able to leave for his search with nothing but a rifle,
9 ~ahatchetanda gold pan. He travelled lightly, so he was able to travel
~ great distances on foot. Jim, who married briefly, had a daugh-
_tercalled Daisy, with whom he maintained a close rela-

. tlonshnp. In 1900, Carmack sold his portion of the
, gold claim to Skookum Jim who had by this time
k bought out his nephew’s claim. In August of 1904,
| Jim sold all three claims to the Lewes River Min-
F ing and Dredging Company. A year later Jim es-

tablished a trust fund for his daughter.
| Skookum Jim died of a kidney ailment in 1916.

* While he left money to his daughter, his sister Kate, and
his brother-in-law George, Jim’s will outlined that the needs of
F the Indian people of Yukon be looked after, so the Skookum Jim

Indian Fund was formed.

}  In 1961 the fund had a total of $70,000 in its account, half of
F' which was used to build the Skookum Jim Memorial Hail. Shortly
' after, the name of the hall was changed to Skookum Jim’s Friendship
Centre.

“To date, money from the trust fund is still being used to create
programs at the centre,” said Maria Benoit, executive di-
rector of the centre and a direct descendant of
Skookum Jim. “He left behind a legacy.
He thought of the Aboriginal people,”
she said.

Benoit claims Jim’s legacy not
only includes a place for Aborigi-
~ nal people to gather, but a bridge
| that he built between two worlds.

KI-LOW-NA
FRIENDSHIP
SOCIETY

United Way

member agency

Fax: (25 861-5

e
4

L
0
\
i
‘A
L
1
{
L
|
|
1
{
|
L
|
"y .
L}




Page 6, June 1999, WINDSPEAKER'S GUIDE TO INDIAN COUNTRY

. 4t DR g Foel) S ey £ P 4
s *.‘:..:._:.n.-‘..‘.._.._..,....,.’-;u;.. e L & A 3, QAT (2 1

8

¥
w sipa

Poles, pins, pegs, liners, doors exTra
Delivery ExTRA

Popular Sizes
10 o0z. Canvas

Please call for more infORmATION:
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Peepeekisis First Nations 2 Annual
Folloy, Your Dream Arts Festival

Sept. 23 - 25, 1999

Saskatchewan Centre
of the Arts

Regina, SK

For information and to
‘reserve a table please
" contact Sandy at:

(306) 585-8450
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Wanuskewin
Adventure' Fun'

For the whole family!

Call for details on aCthltleS and events.

Gumls'romnmucouumﬁ k’ﬁ §

DATES AND LOCATIONS OF CAMPS

July 11-16, 1999  University of Saskatchewan
July 25-30, 1999  University of Regina

Aug. 7-13, 1999  Outdoor Camp (ages 13 & up)

SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATION STUDENTS ONLY

Saskatoon

Prince Albert

Wanuskewnn Herltag > Park
A National Historic Site

Toll-free: 1-800-665-4600

(306) 931-6767

www.wanuskewin.com

5 kms north of Saskatoon, Highway #11 & Wanuskewin S




By Pamela Sexsmith Green
Windspeaker Contributor

ONION LAKE, Sask.

Sometimes you get a lucky
break in life, fate kicks in, and all
of a sudden you find yourself
thrown into the deep end of the
pool, over your head, swimming
with the big boys. The next day
you wake up and find out that
you’ve gone from being a kid
who fooled around with the mic
at Sunday afternoon rodeos to
being a respected powwow com-
mentator ready to take on the cir-
cuit. ,

“That how I got my start back
in '78,” explained Raymond
Whitstone.

“I was at a Onion Lake pow-
wow and on Friday night, the
announcer got tired and asked
for someone to help him. I
jumped right in, three days in a
row. On Sunday night, Elders
Edward Fox, Wilfred Chocan and
Enoch Bird stopped the pow-
wow, called me to the centre of
the arbor and initiated me with
an honor song, giving me the tra-
ditional right to be an an-
nouncer.”

From that day, Whitstone has
never looked back, going on to
become one of the most respected
announcers on the circuit today.
The man behind the mic.

When you hear Whitstone
over the hum of the crowd, run-
ning what he calls a ‘smooth
powwow’, you can’t help but
notice his rich powerful voice,
fluent in both English and Cree
and well laced with quick wit
and good humor.

Once his career took off, he
took voice lessons from a profes-
sional radio announcer and
watched the seasoned pros at
work to learn the tricks of the
trade.

“You have to know how to get
into the flow and keep the pow-
wow alive and kicking,” said
Whitstone. -

“That means always being one
step ahead of what’s going on,
having your train of thought on
track and keeping your wits
about you.”

Each powwow presents a new
challenge because there is hardly
ever a program in place (maybe
one out of 10) and that means that
an announcer has to have his
own agenda, determined by how
many drum groups are on deck.

He also has to choose the open-
ing drum if there is no host.

Opening night is crucial, ex-
plained Whitstone.

“It should be fast-paced, get
around to all the drum groups,
with some inter-tribals thrown in
so everyone can dance. I've seen
announcers kill a powwow on
Friday night by not hitting the
right beat and note with the
drummers. There’s nothing
worse than a dead Grand Entry.
I don't tell long stories or histo-
ries. People don’t come to listen
to stories, they come to hear pow-
wow music and watch the danc-
ers. I try to run it at a good pace
so I keep everyone’s attention
from beginning to end,”
Whitstone explained.

There are tricks and tools of the
trade that really do work, said
this seasoned veteran.

“Be as brief and to the point as
you can, keep introductions
short, never talk on the mic when
the singers are singing, don’t pick
on people and don’t be afraid to
liven things up, cause that’s what
powwow is about, a celebration.
I like to tell it like it is!”

An announcer does a lot in a
Grand Entry, setting the tone and
pace for the rest of the powwow
weekend.

“I like to bring in the Grand
Entries in Cree and describe our
traditional dances in Cree as well.
That really helps to keep the
Eldersin tune. I don’t make a big
issue about flags, compliment the
flag carriers, introduce royalty,
chief and council and the
powwwow committee. The
Grand Entry is a colorful high-
light of powwow, watching all
the dancers come in, a program
in itself.”

Life in the booth, over a long
weekend, definitely does have its
challenges, said Whitstone. An
announcer is supposed to know
everything from the protocol sur-
rounding the dropping of a
feather to the breaking of a tie in
competition.

A powwow announcer is also
a baby-sitter because tiny tots al-
ways manage to lose their par-
ents and find their way to the
announcer's booth.

“I always share my pop and
food with the lost kids; it's part
of the package; as is dealing with
problems and emergencies. We
work closely with security and
try to keep problems as private
as possible, to keep the momen-
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Raymond Whitstone is a well known commentator on the
powwow circuit who has learned a few tricks of the trade in

his 20 years of experience.

tum of the powwow on track. If
there is a problem or a fight, I try
to make funny comments, help
let off steam, tell those guys to
stop fighting over girls.

“The bottom line is to keep that
powwow rolling cause the show
must go on!”

Whitstone said, “It should be
just as lively from Friday night
to when all the prizes have been
given out on Sunday evening.”

A good PA system is a must for
an announcer and good eats can
never hurt a guy, said Whitstone.

“The hosts usually pay travel

expenses, accommodations, but
sometimes I like to camp down
with the people. Compliment a
booth [mobile restaurant] over
the loudspeakers on their good
food and the next thing you
know, there’s a pile of tasty
neckbones sitting in front of you,
compliments of the cook.”
Good food can also help with
certain occupational hazards
such as losing your voice over a
big crowd, explained Whitstone.
“The biggest powwow I was
ever at was in Idaho, 1,200 danc-
ers, very hot weather, and me the
only announcer. I was really
starting to lose my voice when an
old man from Mexico invited me
to his camp for supper with his
family. They fed me super hot

chili and fry bread sprinkled with
Native medicine, and did my
mouth ever burn. But it cleared
up the voice problem and I've
used that trick ever since.”

Experience on the circuit has
taught Whitstone to be tidy, com-
fortable and casual — no big
fancy headbands and hold the
tux please.

“I go as myself and that’s the
best tool I have,” he said.

“Doing thejob to the best of my
ability is my goal and if the com-
mittee is pleased, then I'm
pleased. There’s lots of competi-
tion, it’s hard to stay on top, an-
nouncers can give each other a
real case of the nerves.”

Whitstone has been accused of
being an old fashioned an-
nouncer but for him it’s a great
compliment. He likes the old-
time flavor, but stays on top by
changing his program every year,
keeping abreast of good jokes,
snappy one-liners and the intan-
gible knack of knowing what and
when to say it.

“There are a lot of young peo-
ple wanting to get into announc-
ing these days, some who have
grown up with powwow and
others who start much later.
Learning the ropes means follow-
ing the teachings of the Elders
and maintaining our Native tra-

ditions, something that keeps our
people together.

“Powwow is the only thing I
know that brings together peo-
ple of all First Nations. There is
no imaginary line at the Cana-
dian/Americanborder, we are all
Aboriginal people!” said
Whitstone.

Powwow announcing is a real
way of life, enjoyable and chal-
lenging. One of my biggest goals
is to do abig powwow in the year
2000 if somebody will allow me.
It’s always a big honor to do a
powwow, any powwow; it al-
ways gives the feeling that I have
done something right in the
past,” he said.

“I'am a Cree man, this is my
tradition, this is what was given
to me and I am very proud of it;
nothing can ever replace our way
of life. I still get the butterflies,
still get nervous but always
to take the bull by the horns,
never mind being shy, once I
have that Grand Entry flying,
then I'm just fine”.

Looking back on more than 20
years behind the mic, Whitstone
concludes that fate, good timing
and a strong backing from his
family have all played a part.

“My Mother, Mary Littlewolf,
my wife and family, are all be-
hind me 100 per cent. But it was
from my dad, Philip Whitstone,
that I really learned the ropes in
this businesses. As the youngest
lad from a family of 12, I was the
most talkative, rambunctious go-
getter, the vocal, outspoken kid
in the family. My Dad, who gave
us a lot of home preaching about
what life was all about, told me
to slow down, pay more atten-
tion to people, to the Elders when
they talked. He said, “One of
these days you will be at the head
of the table, leading people and I
only just recently realized, at the
age of 54, just what he meant.
Today I use all of the stories and
happenings I learned from the
Elders. My Dad knew. He fore-
told what kind of man I would
become. I came from that teach-
ing and to this day, when I speak
in Cree, I try to pass that on, our
ways, our traditions, our pow-
WOW.

ETHEL WINNIPEG
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By Barb Grinder
Windspeaker Contributor

LETHBRIDGE, Alta.

In the middle of the prai-
rie, on a hill about 35 kilo-
metres northeast of
Lethbridge, lies the Sundial
Butte Medicine Wheel, a
mysterious gathering of
stones built thousands of
years ago. The original pur-
pose of this ancient artifact
is shrouded in mystery. And
though a huge power trans-
mission line and some
nearby gas plants are very
visible evidence of modern
man’s activities, a strong
sense of wonder and spiritu-

“ality is still present.

Like its more well-known
counterparts, the Bighorn or
Majorville medicine wheels,
the Sundial site is a place
well worth visiting.

Looking out over the cou-

lees and rolling prairie, it’s
a wonderful place to contem-
plate the glory and mystery
of our ancient heritage.

The term medicine wheel
was first applied to a large
structure, built solely of
rocks, in the Bighorn Moun-
tains of Wyoming. Like
many of the 70 medicine
wheels that have now been
discovered, it consists of a
central cairn or rock pile, a
series of spokes radiating
from that cairn, and an outer
circle of rocks, much like a
wagon wheel.

The structure was thought-

to have religious or spiritual
significance to the ancient
Aboriginal people who cre-
ated it, but some scientists
believe these ‘wheels’ may
also be burial sites of well-
known leaders. One theory
suggests the wheels were a
kind of calendar, marking
the solstices and other sig-
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nificant events and astro-
nomical features.

Like the purpose of these
stone constructions, their age
also remains a mystery. The
Majorville Wheel, probably
the oldest one known, is
thought to have been con-
structed at least 4,500 years
ago, based on dating of the
lichen growth on the stones.
On the other hand, the Many
Spotted Horses Medicine
Wheel was built by the
Bloods in this century, as a
tribute to their great leader of
that name. Most of the other
known wheels, however, are
thought to be hundreds or
even thousands of years old.

The Sundial wheel consists
of a central cairn, surrounded
by two stone circles, thought
to have been put in place at
different times.

Rod Vickers, plains archae-
ologist at the Provincial Mu-
seum in Edmonton, believes

$ “Respecring the Guidance of Our Children into the New Millennium”
Host Drum: Blackstone, Sweergrass, Saskarchewan
| 5P Guest Drum: Bear Creek, Saulr Ste. Marie, Onrario
N Invited Drums: Wemontaci, Wemontaci, Quebec =P
Washeskuun, Waswanipi, Quebec
-3 Lac Simon, Lac Simon, Quebec
W Elders: Cecil Neepoose, Pigeon Lake, Alberta
David Neeposh, Waswanipi, Quebec
Eagle Sralf: Ernie Kwandibens, Waswanipi, Quebec
M.C.: T.B.A. -
Head Male DanceRr: Maheegun Shawanda, Wikwemikong, Onrario
Head Female Dancer:  Karen Pheasant, Wikwemikong, Onrario
Special Events: Men’s & Women’s Dance Specials, Team Dancing
p Local Walking Our Ceremony

For info contacr:

June 11-12-13%,1999 2
Waswanipi, Quebec j'-f

Glen Cooper, Coordinator (819) 79%-2%587/241%
Marcel HAPPYjACk ASSISTANT (8]9) 7%%-2810/2804

many of the medicine wheels
were actually constructed
and used over long time pe-
riods. An entry way, actually
two lines of stones, points
east, much as a tipi entrance
would be located to line. up
with the rising sun.

From the hill on which the
Sundial wheel is located one
can see Chief Mountain, and
on a clear day, the
Sweetgrass Hills, sites of
great spiritual significance.
The area around the wheel is
dotted with hundreds of
small stone cairns and tipi
rings, indicating the area
was heavily used for camp-
ing or as temporary hunting
grounds.

Unfortunately, many of the
medicine wheels have been
vandalized or disrupted as the
land was settled, but the Sun-
dial wheel is in relatively good
condition. An area ranching
family has fenced off the hill,

July 7-21,1999
Toronto and Kleinburg

Visual Arts: The Tupiq
(gathering of carvers)
Many of the best Inuit,
Dene and Sami artists
work, demonstrate & sell
to the public

Music, Dance and Theatre:
Attima Hadlari (Nunavut)
Wimme (Finland); Transjoik (Norway)

Oiga Alexandrova (Russia); Edward Sinuupa (Quebec)
Silamiut (Greenland); Asa Simma (Sweden)

Northern Encounters is a project of

to keep cattle out, and the
province has set the site itself
aside as Crown land. Recently,
an interpretive sign has been
place at the bottom of the hill.

To get to the site, however,
you have to cross private
land holdings, so please be
respectful. To reach Sundial
Butte Medicine Wheel, drive
along Alberta Highway 3 to
Coaldale. Head north on
paved Highway 845 for
about 22 miles. Turn west on
country road 522 till you
cross the large power trans-
mission lines. Turn left again
across the cattle gate and a
sign indicating the land is
private. This trail will take
you back to the power lines.
Follow them south for a
short way, then turn across
the prairie to the bottom of
the hill. The cairn on the hill
is visible for some distance
and acts as a beacon to help
locate the site.

Hncounters
A Circumpolar

» Festival
of the Arts

- Trader Fee' $1 50 OO'fer-;the weekend

All Requests for specials, please mform the powwow commlttee

Camping Avaﬂable




By Jackie Bissley
Windspeaker Contributor

CALGARY

Currently on an exhibition
tour across the country is Joane
Cardinal Schubert: Two Dec-
ades. In what is being titled as a
“retrospective” work spanning
a 30-year period the show is
really more of a glimpse into
one of Canada’s most prolific
artists.

“Irefer to it as glancing back,
an over the shoulder look. It
would be impossible to repre-
sent 30 years of my work, my
thinking, because for me it’s all
an evolutionary process. I seem
to work in a big circle with
smaller circles spinning off of it.
I can cross over the circle, too,
and redo things, rethink and re-
address what I've tried to ex-
press before;” said Cardinal
Schubert recently by phone
from her home in Calgary.

Issues of colonialism and the
destruction of our environment
are themes that Cardinal-
Schubert revisits continuously
throughout a body of work that
encompasses drawings, small
paintings and large-scale instal-
lations. Sometimes what is re-
flected is the collective “Indian
experience,” but in other pieces
the stories articulate insights that
are deeply personal to her, such
as the painting entitled “Mary
'74," a self-portrait of
CardinalSchubert holding her
infant son.

At the time I visited the Sur-
rey Art Gallery outside of Van-
couver (the venue where Two
Decades has been exhibited
since February), a class of Grade
1 children being taken through
the show.

As they stopped at “The Les-
son,” a mixed-media installa-
tion that resembles a classroom,
the seven-year-olds witnessed a
reality that must have appeared
a million miles away from their
own open learning environ-
ment. Chalk boards are used for
two of the walls, and each has
lessons written on it. The chil-

WINDSPEAKER'S GUIDE TO INDIAN COUNTRY, JUNE 1999, Page 9

& ﬁ XZjc:mm-:'rc)lmmmc:m.mi'lwEXr & H 6

Joane Cardinal Schubert

JACKIE BISSLEY

Grade 1 students take in Joane Cardinal Schubert's Memory Wall at the Surrey Art Gallery

dren’'s chairs are hobbled to-
gether. Real red apples are left

~ to rot on desktops.

“When I first installed that
piece in Montreal, I called up the
gallery and said to them 'How
do the apples look? What colour
are they?' and they told me they
were brown inside and out, and
I'said ‘Good, it’s just a matter of
time!' said Cardinal Schubert
with a hearty laugh.

“That classroom [The Lesson]
for me has been kind of thera-
peutic. I was so sick of the rheto-
ric that was going on every-
body talking about the effects
[the assault on Native children
through the education system]
but I don’t think non-Natives
had a sense of what people ac-
tually went through. The physi-
cal state of that classroom, with
its rigid little seating and tying
the chairs together, was my at-

~ tempt at trying to show just how

restrictive it really was and how
we were and still are looked at
as if we’re all the same.”

What sets Cardinal-Schubert's
work apart from other artists is
that she is just as eloquent with

JACKIE BISSLEY

the written word — appearing
on top, beside and underneath
her work - as she is with the
paintbrush. Choosing her text
with the same kind of precision
which a surgeon wields a scal-
pel, her words cut right to the
bone.

This kind of emotional reac-
tion is inescapable when stand-
ing in front of “Memory Wall,”
- a giant chalkboard wall adja-
cent to and part of “The Lesson”
installation—it is a haunting
work with the injustices of the
past and present scrawled

across it like an epitaph to Na-
tive peoples. Cardinal Schubert

encourages viewers to add
names to the wall, which results
in the piece becoming a poign-
ant journey for its Native visi-
tors.

“It’s a chance for Native peo-
ple to put real information on a
blackboard—unsung heroes.
The people we didn’t hear about
when we went to school. It’s dif-
ferent everywhere it goes. My
text acts as the primer. In each
area people add names from
their own territory, or they add a
name about someone they’ve
heard about or think about.

“That whole show [The Les-
son] was at the Skydome pow-
wow in Toronto and it was
amazing,” she said enthusiasti-

cally. “We set it up in a huge
square configuration with only
one entrance. Nobody knew
what it was so it caught people
by surprise. In one Saturday
2,500 people, mostly Native
people, walked through it and
it was emotionally quite over-
whelming; when they came out
most of them were crying.

“As an artist; when I'm in the
process of making something,
that’s when it’s all going on for
me; the discovery, the explora-
tion, the challenge. Then when
you take it out of that realm and
stick it into a gallery and they
hangitona wall and light it, there
is a kind of separation for me be-
cause when the viewer looks at
it I don’t have any control over
how they do that. I try and cre-
ate things that are going to be a
mirror for people, so that when
they do look at it there is some-
thing within it where their own
knowledge and memory can take
off, so everyone can relate to it on
some level,” she said.

“A long time ago I realized I
can paint flowers really well; I
can paint landscapes realisti-
cally but I just decided that it’s
not enough. It was mainly when
my kids were born that I got a
sense of what they might possi-
bly go through in their lives. I
was working part time in a gal-
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: An Artist Setting Traps

lery and I'd see all these paint-
ings with these little Indlan kids
with tears in their eyes: this
stereotype image and I was sick
to death of that representation.
I also saw curators open medi-
cine bundles and spread out
everything in the open.

“I guess that’s why I'm mak-
ing all this artwork, there’s so
much negative stuff out there
that I have to do something with
my energy. Part of my strategy
is to create things that have a
metaphorical jump—allow
someone to understand Native
issues in terms that they can re-
late to in their own culture so
they can get it! [ saw a long time
ago that non-Native people
weren't listening, they weren’t
hearing or seeing us and that’s
because it’s two different cul-
tural ethics trying to communi-
cate.

“I kind of set people up be-
cause of some of my imagery.
Well, they haven't seen it before,
and they think ‘Oh that’s cool.’
What I usually try to dois make
something terribly beautiful so
that if people don't get it on an
intellectual or emotional layer,
then they’ll get it on the personal
layer of it’s nice to look at. Then
when they finally figure out
what it’s really about, it gives
them a double whammy be-
cause they probably feel guilty

for thinking it was beautiful in

the first place—it’s part of the
strategy.”

Joane Cardinal Schubert’s
work is brutally honest evoking
images and memories of a past
that has often been filled with
harshness and cruelty. And while
embracing and exposing the
truth, Cardinal Schubert also re-
affirms the power of the human
spirit. As one visitor inscribed on
Memory Wall “As you share your
story may you move from victim
to survivor. May you heal,”— a
sentiment that Joane Cardinal
Schubert encourages and voices
through her art.

Joane Cardinal Schubert’s
Two Decades will be at the Art
Gallery of the South Okanagan
in Penticton, BC from June 4 to
18, the Woodland Cultural Cen-
tre in Brantford, Ont. from Aug.
5 to Sept. 12, and the Robert
McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa,
Ont. from Oct. 28, 1999 to Jan.
2, 2000.

JACKIE BISSLEY

The Odious Grecian Urn: Ode to Simulacrum—Not . .. Dead This wall installation in mixed media was created in 1989 and is called Flag Free Trade —
Small Changes: Our Home and Native Land. .

River Scrolls, 1992.
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Stop by our store and see all our items

We are located off of Highway 2A
on the Ermineskin Cree Nations’ Reserve

1-800-893-1769 or phone (780) 585-4262
i Fax (780) 585-2980

5 Hours of Operation
5 Monday to Friday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday - 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
A Box 1200, Hobbema, AB TOC 1NO
| Website: www.ermineskinblanket.com
E-mail: blanket@incentre.net
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Doing Things the Right Way

Dene Traditional Justice
in Lac La Martre, NW.T.

by Joan Ryan

$24.95 paper
ISBN 1-895176-62-X
xxxi + 150 pp. * 1995

“[Joan] Ryan’s research project in a remote Dogrib
community brings both valuable insight to the
issue of native justice and a unique glimpse into
the workings of a small aboriginal society in the
North.... This book provides a compelling
example of how our system fails that native need
to restore harmony.” The Globe and Mail

“WE HAVE A VERY GOOD
SELECTION OF
WOOD DRUM FRAMES.
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Summeriull
Cstate Winery

Come visit Canada’s only
“first contact” experience -
authentic sacred earth house
i next to log settler's cabin museum,

GUIDE
TO
INDIAN

COUNTRY

‘ 2, BC VIW 43 - :
4370 Chute Lk, Road, Kelowna, BU ¥ IS on | ine

Tel: {250) 764-8000 Fax: (250} 764.2598
Toli Free: 1:800.667.3538
Email: summerhil@summerhill be.ca
Web Site: www.summerhiilbc.ca
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Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump

BUFFALO DAYS

Pow Wow and Tipi Village
JULY 16, 17, 18, 1999

e Only 12 Drum groups
will be paid daily. Must
supply their own chairs.

e Master of Ceremonies - Peter
Strikes With a Gun

¢ U.S.A. Guest Announcer -
Otis Halfmoon

e Arena Director - Joe
Crow Shoe Jr.

www.ammsa.com

DANCE COMPETITIONS
JUNIOR CATEGORIES
-12,yrs. and under
junior Boys' Traditional
junior Boys' Fancy
Junior Boys' Grass

DANCE COMPETITIONS
ADULT CATEGORIES
- 18 yrs. and over
Men's Buckskin
Men's Traditional
Men's Fancy

Old Style Chicken Dance
Men's Grass Dance
Men's Golden Age (55+)

Junior Girls' Traditional
Junior Girls' Fancy
Junior Girls' Jingle

Ladies Buckskin

Ladies Jingle Dress

Ladies Fancy

Ladies Golden Age (55+)

1st Prize - $700.00
2nd Prize - $500.00
3rd Prize - $300.00

TEEN CATEGORIES
-13 yrs. - 17 yrs.
Teen Boys' Traditional
Teen Boys' Fancy
Teen Boys' Grass

1st Prize - $300.00

1st Prize - $100.00
2nd Prize - $75.00
3rd Prize - $50.00

TEAM DANCING
ADULT CATEGOR<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>