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MAA assembly

early July

BY TERRY LUSTY
Windspeaker Correspondent

EDMONTON

This year the Metis
Association of Alberta
(MAA) has scheduled its
annual assembly a month
earlier than usual, the date
coinciding with two cultural
events at Lac La Biche.

The earlier dates, July 6-
9, are something of an
experiment according to
Clint Buehler, executive
assistant to MAA President
Larry Desmeules. Generally,
the weather is better and
there is not as much
conflict with people on
holidays, comments
Buehler. In addition,
organizers of the annual
Friends in Sports athletic
competitions, as well as the
200th anniversary of the
Lac La Biche mission have
all sorts of cultural activities
scheduled. The anniversary
events are slated to run
July 1-3.

The cultural aspect of
previous assemblies was
not a truly dominant factor.
“There is nothing to
counter-balance that in the
past,” explains Beuhler.
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Culturally, the assembly
will host fiddle and jigging,
Mr. and Mrs. Metis contest,
the annual Miss Metis of
Alberta pageant, and
square dance demonstra-
tions. The Fourth Genera-
tion band from Edmonton
will be the house band.

The Cuiltural Rendezvous
and Friends in Sports
“recognize youth and
encourage participation,”
Buehler adds. The first day
or two of the assembly will
involve workshops which
will provide information
and give MAA delegates
the opportunity to find out
what the organization is
doing.

Camping for delegates is
at the Lac LLa Biche mission
grounds and there will be
beer bashes and bingo to
occupy peoples’ spare
time. [OJ

Fire da

BY KEITH MATTHEW
Windspeaker Staff Writer

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE

Negotiations between
Indian and Northern Affairs
(INAC) and the Sunchild
and O’Chiese bands for
retribution for the amount
of reserve lands burnt
during a fire which raged
through the Rocky Mountain
House area and destroyed
8,300 hectares of land has
started.

According to Sunchild
band administrator Gerry
Laslo “whatever assets the
band lost or were reduced
in value, such as roads,
fencing, pump house” will
be included on a damage
assessment done by the
Sunchild band. “There was
smoke damage to few of
the houses which had open
windows. Because of
power outages food was
contaminated and people
lost amounts of food.”

Laslo also said the
meeting to discuss damages
to band property would be
taking place on June 14.
Representing the Sunchild
band ‘will be chief and
council, Laslo and a
consultant who will be
writing up their damage
assessment.

According to forestry
spokesman Rick Stewart,
“Roughly 40 per cent of the
fire was on the reserves
(Sunchild and O’Chiese).”
He added the cause of the
fire was “classed as man-
caused.” However, he
noted the term ‘“man-
caused” could be something
like a tree falling over a
power line and that no
significance should be

attributed fo the classifica-
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Emergency Preparedness
Offticer for INAC Jerry
Tighe said, “The bills are
starting to come in from
motels and hotels. The
town of Rocky Mountain
House will start sending in
bills soon.” Rocky Mountain
House took over the
emergency operations for
the stranded residents of
Sunchild and O’Chiese
reserves. The town looked
after the housing needs of
the Natives and negotiated
a flat rate for the Natives

1Q,c‘:_al‘mot ls and hotels.
They als&Ted the evacuees
at the local ice rink using
volunteers from the town.

On the issue of payment
for the land that was
destroyed by the fire Tighe
said, “INAC pays forestry a
flat rate per acre to fight
forest fires on reserve — it
i1s an agreement which is
negotiated between the
federal and provincial
governments.”

An assessment of the
damages of the fires will be
done by the bands and
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INAC ‘and settlement will

be negotiated between the
two parties over the next
couple of weeks. Negotiating
on behalf of INAC will be
acting director of Indian
Services Jim Fleury.

A representative for the
O’Chiese band would not
comment on their upcoming
negotiations with INAC.

The fire started on the
reserve but according to
the local RCMP detachment
the cause of the fire is still
under investigation. [J

Peigans to sue province over dam

BY JACKIE RED CROW
Windspeaker Correspondent

PEIGAN RESERVE

The Peigans are expected
to be in court soon to settle
a landmark Indian water
rights case between the
band and the Alberta
government over the
aboriginal title and rights of
the controversial Oldman
River, says Chief Peter
Yellowhorn.

A copy of the claim
obtained by Windspeaker
states the Peigan Nation is
suing the province, arguing
they have aboriginal title
and rights of the river bed of
the Oldman River which
flows through their reserve.
As well, the Peigans want
the courts to order an
mjunction to halt construc-

tion of the Three Rivers-

Dam approved by the
government a year ago.
The claim further states
that if the Three Rivers
Dam is constructed, it will
violate the property interests
of the Peigans in their water

i rights claims and will
| “cause irreparable damage

to the reserve.”

LR A

The band also wants the

government to recognize
Peigan Indian Bylaw No. 1
as legitimate and binding
legislation paramount to
any provincial laws relating
to the use of that water.
Further, the band does not
want the province to
“interfere with or prevent
the flow of the Oldman
River in such a manner as
to impair the bed of the
river and present water
quality and flow characteris-
tics of the river passing
through the reserve.
First In Canada: The eight-page
claim, filed a year ago in the
Court of Queen’s Bench in
Calgary, is a landmark
Indian water rights case.
American Indian tribes,
including the Blackfeet in
Montana, have won court
battles in water rights
cases; however, there have
been no Canadian Indian
tribes who have filed a
water rights case yet.

Chief Yellowhorn, in an
intérview, said the band
had no choice but to file a
lawsuit despite years of
trying to reach an agreement
with the province. The

province, said Chief
Yellowhorn, has even
developed irrigation expan-
sion priorities 1n the
Oldman River “while failing
to consider the water rights
and title of the Peigan
Nation.”

The contentious issue
came to a head when the
Peigans blockaded the
headgates of a diversion
weir and canal running
through the reserve in May,
1978. The Lethbridge
Northern Irrigation District
(LNID) argued the weir was
on crown land while the
Peigans claimed it (the
weir) was on reserve land
which they had not ceded
their aboriginal rights and
title of the Oldman River.

The action affected
113,000 acres of land, and
domestic water for about
900 farm families and the
towns of Picture Butte,
Barons, Nobleford, Iron
Springs and Turin.
Temporary settlement: After talks
failed in result in an
agreement with then chief
Nelson Small Legs Sr., the
blockade continued for
several months and cul-

minated in a temporary

settlement. The provincial
government agreed to pay
$435,000 for two years of
reserve access to LNID.
Prior to that, LNID never
obtained a permit from
band officials for access to
the headgates, nor were
fees levied by the Peigans
for use of the headgates.
Although the Peigan in
1981 had entered into an
agreement with the province
to allow LNID to improve,
enlarge, relocate, replace
and reconstruct its water
diversion and conveyancing
system located upon the
reserve, it did not settle the
issue of water rights and
title of the Oldman River.
Chief Yellowhorn said
their claim is different from
variousenvironmental
groups ‘who ‘have gone to
court to stop construction
of the Three Rivers Dam,
located three miles upstream
from the western boundary
of the reserve.
Spiritual source: But he did say
they are just as concerned
about the environmental,
social and cultural impact
of the Three Rivers Dam

project. He said the Oldman
River sustains the spiritual
practices of the Peigan
Nation and that the river

provides habitat and water

for domestic purposes, and
supports the fish and wildlife
resources and the agricul-
tural and husbandry
practices upon which the
Peigan Nation relies for
food and clothing.

Peigan councillor, Albert
Yellowhorn has been
researching the Oldman
River claim for years with
his assistant Dale Smith.
They were successful in
reaching a settlement with
the LNID in 1981 and most
recently last year when the
Peigans received $11
million in a 1909 land claim
from the federal govern-
ment.

The Peigans are now
represented by well-known
activist lawyer Thomas
Berger and Native lawyer,
Louise Mandell of the
law firm, Mandell, Pinder,
and Ostrove in Van-
couver. [
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National language Institute rejected
In favor of community programs

BY LESLEY CROSSINGHAM
Windspeaker Correspondent

EDMONTON

The retention of aboriginal
languages in the community
is both complex and simple
as it appears to.rely on the
language being used by the
family, but vet is reinforced
by modern technology
such as the Native media.

So says a study released
at the Assembly of First
Nation’s annual conference
held in Edmonton May 30
to June 2. The aboriginal
languages committee
rejected a call for the
establishment of a national
aboriginal languages
institute in favor of local
and community controlled
retention programs, an-
nounced coordinator Dolly
Jacob McDonald.

“Our study shows that
only through the direct
participation of the commu-
nity and family can we stop
the erosion of our lan-
guages,” she said.

McDonald points to the
fact that only three
languages — Cree, Ojibway
and Inuktitut have a strong
change of survival. Eight
languages face extinction;
29 are deteriorating rapidly
due to few young speakers
and 13 languages are

~moderately endangered,

according to a Museum of

| Man study released in 1982.

One of the ways of

- combating the erosion of

languages is through the
direct participation of the
family and the community,

says the study, as well as

other more modern forms
of language use.

Jeff Bear, executive
director of the National
Aboriginal Communications

Society (NACS) agrees

- and points out that it is

- — e .

-

hardly a coincidence that
the strongest languages
have strong Native com-
munications in radio,
newspaper or television.

“Right here in Alberta,
the Native Perspective
broadcasts in Cree and
English every day. In
Ontario, Sioux Lookout
broadcasts in the Ojibway
language and the com-
munications in the north is
even stronger.”

Bear would like to see
even more communication

Jeff Bear

in aboriginal languages so
eventually every part of the
country would be served by
an aboriginal radio, television
and newspaper.

‘“We are currently
negotiating to amend the
broadcast act so our
languages can be side by
side with English and
French.”

Bear produced and
directed a video called
Beyond the Robin’s Song
about the plight of aboriginal
languages.

“We have lost so many of
our languages,” he says.
“Right now in the Yukon
there are two old people in
their 80s who are the only
ones left who speak the
Hahn languages. When
they go the language will die
with them.”

Because of the death of
so many languages, the

assembly held a language
conference in Ottawa last
January and a study
committee was formed to
look into the possibility of a
national language institution.
However, the study does
not recommend an institute
because of the many,
varied languages.

“It’s just not feasible,”
said McDonald in an
interview after the discus-
sion. “Local first nations
have to take the initiative
locally,”

However, McDonald
does feel a national clearing
house, where books,
teachingmaterials and
teaching methods could be
coordinated, might work,
but again this suggestion
has to be investigated.

During the Ottawa
conference then Secretary
of State, David Crombie
pledged more than $1
million would be set aside
for the maintenance of
aboriginal languages.
However, McDonald points
out the feasibility study.

“We also have a new
minister and we will have to
see how that goes with
him,” she added.

Currently the committee
is working on a cabinet
document onlanguage
recommendations which
will be introduced to the
Conservative government
cabinet in the fall.

McDonald is also hopeful
that now Alberta has
selected a vice-chief that a
delegate from Alberta will
be appointed to the
committee.

The committee is made
up of Marie Batiste, Dorothy
Lazore, Amos Key, Daniel
Tlen, Dennis Alphone,
Ruth Northon, Ethel
Blonden-Townsend,
Margaret Labilois, Jack
Sark and Lise Bastien.

The committee is planning
another conference for
either fall or early in the new
year. []

Courtesy of Canadian Embassy. Ankara, Turkey

Performing for the world: White Braid dancers
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Dance troupe 'storms’' Turkey

BY LESLEY CROSSINGHAM
Windspeaker Correspondent

EDMONTON

Since an Edmonton
dance troupe “invaded”
Turkey last month the
Middle East country has
not been the same.

When the colorful and
dynamic White Braid
Society performed at the
international children’s
festival there last month,
many of Turkey’s people
got their first look at
traditional Native dancing
and singing.

The performers garnered
headlines and photographs
each day in the daily
newspapers and drew huge
crowds during their dance
exhibitions in Turkey’s
capital city of Ankara.

“They called us ‘red’
Indians,” laughs president
Martha Campiou-Zarutsky
in an interview from her
Edmonton office this week.
“We were representing
Canada, and we were the
first Native group to tour
their country.”

During the whirl-wind
tour which began April 23,
Zarutsky and other mem-
bers of the troupe were able
to take a close look at
Turkey accompanied by
their guide and interpreter
Muyase Bulbul whom the
group soon dubbed
“Miyason” or perfect one in
Cree.

“In fact her name sounded
so much like miyason and it
even means something like
the meaningin Cree...it was
uncanny,” says Zarutsky.

The group found other
similarities. Each morning
they were awakened by the
call to prayer at a nearby
mosque, which takes place
just before sunrise.

“The people there prayed
each morning just as we do
here,” she said. “And |
found other similarities
particularly between Metis
culture and the Turkish
culture.”

And because the Turkish
people only knew of Native
people through television
and movies, the dancers

found they were very

popular.

“We had huge audiences
and they were always
taking photographs. At one
celebration the people
showered us with roses and
other flowers...and people
were always giving us gifts.”

One dancer who received
much applause was 3-year-
old Waseskuan Bellerose
from Driftpile, who although
a little peeved at being
mistakenly called a girl by
the Turkish media, managed
to sit on the lap of movie
star Audrey Hepburn as
well as receive a hug from
Turkish Prime Minister
Uzal.

The group were also
invited to several receptions
at the Canadian Embassy
and even addressed the
Turkish Parliament.

More than 1,500 children
from all over the world
attended the festival and
the society has been invited
back next year. However,
Zarutsky stresses it will
depend upon finances.

The only dark cloud for
Zarutsky was the oppressive
poverty of the older Turkish
people. “I stayed in a five-
star hotel so | only saw the
good side...but on the poor
side of town | saw elders
living on the streets with no
money, nothing,” she said.

However, Zarutsky and
the troup will be travelling
to the Middle East again
next year as they have been
invited to Jordan to attend
the Queen’s Theatre
Festival.

Currently, the group is
touring northern Alberta
including High Level, Fort
Vermilion and the Dene
Tha’ Nation’s assembly.
They will also be travelling
to California in July for a
huge powwow.

Until then Zarutsky and..
other members of the
troupe will continue their
bingos and fund raising as
the Turkish trip left them
with a $12,QOO deficit.

The dancers and drum-
mers who itoured Turkey
were: Stoney Whiskeyjack,
17; Craig Auger, 17; Rita
Bellerose, 17, Rhonda
Cardinal, 16; Michelle
Lafleur, 14; Christine
Auger, 12; Mariah Long-
more, 12; Bobby Hunter,
10; Mark McKennitt, 10;
lan Bradley, 9 and
Waseskuan Bellerose, 4.

Leadets who attended
were: Martha Campiou-
Zarutsky, Christine Daniels,
Lloyd Auger, Marguerite
Auger, Morris Crier, Frank
Morin, Theresa Bellerose
and Nick!Boudreau. [J

Unification needed to fight education cutbacks

BY DOROTHY SCHREIBER
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Indian people must get
together and organize
protests in order to try to
turn around cutbacks and
capping of education
dollars by the federal
government, say aboriginal
leaders who attended a
general meeting of the
Assembly of First Nations
from May 31 - June 2.

The federal government
has capped funds for post-
secondary students and
federally-run schools will
not receive any new
increases in funding.

“There’ll be demonstra-
tions and there’ll be rallies
because we’ve tried just
about everything in the last
two years to prevent these
cutbacks. We’'ve done
everything reasonable...so
now it’s no longer the time
to be nice about things. It’s
time to take action,” said
Joe Norton, chief of the
Kahnawake reserve in
Quebec.

The four schools on
Norton’s reserve are facing
a $70,000 cutback this year
which may increase to
$150,000 next year and
close to $500,000 the
following year. -

Norton is concerned
about how the cutbacks will

affect the type of programs
delivered to 1,000 students
in Kahnawake who attend
school on reserve.

“It means the deteriora-
tion of education...say you
want to start a language
program within your
community, you’ll have to
make a choice which is
more important...do you
sacrifice the academics for
the language?”

Grand chief of the Grand
Council of the Cree from
Quebec Matthew Coon-
Come expressed concern
over the future of Indian
people across the country
due to capping of funds for
post-secondary students.

He believes attaining self-

government for Indian
people will hinge upon a
new generation of educated,
sophisticated and articulate
leaders who can speak “the
same bureaucratic language
and terminology in defending
our rights.

“And what better way for
the government to control
that than to cap the funding
for our education.”

He says Native people
must come to grips with
how they are going to

| respond to the cutbacks. “I
| think there needs to be a
unity in demonstrations,
rallies, and trying to get
students who are directly
affected to stage protests
and to send letters to the

prime minister and opposi-
tion parties.”

During the assembly a $6
million AFN study, a
national review of first
nations education was
unveiled. '

The study, which took
four years to complete,
indicates Indian education
IS an aboriginal right and
should be given protection
in the Canadian constitution
under self-government.

The report which contains
54 recommendations says
coritrol of education must
be put back into the hands
of Indian people “with the
federal government retaining
only its role as a funding
source.”

Although Norton says he
is pleased with the report
because it brings education
to the forefront and makes
it a priority amongst chiefs
in Canada, he adds the
federal ‘government has
already launched plans to
“undermine and undercut”
the direction of the report.

“01;1 the one hand, we’re
out hlgre going through this
whole study, travelling
across the country to get an
idea about what the Indian
people want and here you
have, the government
already predetermining
what you’re going to do,”
says Norton, referring to
government cutbacks in
education. [J




CLOSE TO HOME

Northern band's homes 'bare bones'
until land claim is resolved

BY TERRY LUSTY
Windspeaker Correspondent

FORT FITZGERALD, Alta.

While most Alberta
communities bask in the
luxuries of modern conven-
iences, the living standards
n northern Alberta’s Fort
Fitzgerald are bare bones.

The community consists,
basically, of Dene people
(Cree and Chipewyan
Indians and Metis) who
would like to see their
quality of living improved
through the installation of
some general, yet basic
services conducive to
comfort and convenience.

Over the decades the
hamlet has endured using
wood stoves, kerosene
lamps and candles, and
water barrels containing
rain or river water. House-
hold furnishings are sparse,

simple and often handmade,

but practical.

Peoples’ homes are

mostly built of logs fashioned
fromlocal timber but do not
share the same kinds of
conveniences which prevail
in the majority of Canadian
homes where electricity,
running water, sewage and
central heating are taken
for granted. Residents hope
such services will someday
be their dream come true,
and place their faith in the
local leadership to guide
them into the reality of 20th
century lifestyles.
Bad water: One resident,
Peter Bourke, voices
particular concern about
the condition of local water
which comes from the
Slave River. When the river
is low, it is fairly clear and
“not too bad.” However,
adds Bourke, “most people
haul water from town (Fort
Smith).”

Bourke says he would
like to see at least one water
well installed for the use of
the community. Even one

would be better than none
for the several families
here, he states.

Infrastructures like wells
or a school for the children
who are bused 21 km for
classes in Fort Smith are of
priority locally but fail to
draw the attention of Indian
Affairs or other government
services, he says.

Meanwhile, the commu-
nity is expanding. Three
more houses are under
construction. Two of these
are for existing residents of
the community; the other is
for Oliver Bourke’s family
which will be moving down
from Fort Smith once it is
completed.

Two others waiting for
homes are Jerry Paulette
and Magloire Paulette.
When constructed, the
community will then have
11 homes which would
make them eligible for
postal service as well. Mail
is now picked up from Fort
Smith.

Bourke says all the
Native residents of the
community trap for a
livelthood. During the off-
season, they fight fires and
take on other seasonal
work he explains. Other-
wise, they survive on
unemployment insurance
or welfare.

Bourke admitted he did
not know the area was ever
reserve land. The land his
house is on, he says,
belongs to realtor Arthur
Porier of St. Paul. “He lets
me stay on it for nothing,”
Bourke says, adding that it
would be nice if people had
their own control and
ownership.

Belter conditions: Bourke’s
wishes just might come true
if local leaders Chief Jerry
Paulette and his brother,
Francois, are successful in
their pursuits. The two are
determined to better

existing conditions at Fitz
and are waging war with the
authorities in Indian Affairs.
They have embarked on a
campaign pressing for
recognition of the band and
what it claims is original
reserve land.

However, there are two
opposing camps disputing
the issue. On the one hand
are the Paulettes who
maintain that the area is
original reserve which even
had a reserve number as is

the case with the rest of
.Canada’sreserves. They

have a copy of a 1910 map
to substantiate their allega-
tion, say the Paulettes.
Francois says he showed
the map to Indian Affairs
acting regional director
Fred Jobin who acted
“kinda surprised.” He adds
that, “the band never ceded
the land; it’s never been
surrendered.’” He also
claims to have found
reference to the band in
both the past and present
schedules of Indian lands
while doing research
through files in Ottawa.
On the other hand, Jobin
who met with the Paulettes
last month says, “Our
records indicate that there
never was any reserve
land...just “federal lots” set
aside for the use of Indians,
and not as actual reserve
land. An analogy, he
explains, could be made of
the Fort McKay reserve
north of Fort McMurray
which is not designated
reserve but simply an area
set aside for the band’s use.
National support: The
Assembly of First Nations
chief, Georges Erasmus,
sides with the Fitzgerald
community according to
the Paulettes. “He’s giving
us all his support,” claims
Francois. As well, a May 16
front page story in
Yellowknife’s News North
newspaper quotes Erasmus

as saying, “In 1977 when |
was president of Dene
Nation, we recognized the
(Fitzgerald) community
and the band had rights in
Alberta and in Smith. We
negotiated the (land) claims
like that from dayone.” The
article also expressed his
commitment to assist the
community in trying to get
an audience with Indian
Minister Bill McKnight.

According to Francois,
another group that has
given support to their cause
is the South Slave Tribal
Council which “recognized
the Fitzgerald area as
reserve and that it’s part of
the tribal council.”

Not legal: But, Indian Affairs
does not recognize the
Fitzgerald band’s status
since it split from the Smith-
Fitzgerald band, says
Jobin. He says the issue did
not go through a referendum
and was, therefore, not
legally constituted. He does
admit that the minister can
recognize new bands but
not unless policy and
proper procedure are
followed. Such procedure,
he charges, has not been
followed. Chief Paulette
could not be reached for
comment.

“l offered to coordinate a
follow-up meeting with
senior department officials,”
Jobin says. The offer was
declined and the Paulettes
say they’ll deal directly with
the minister himself, explains
Jobin.

Next week, the Paulettes
hope to have a resolution

passed at the annual

meeting of the Assembly of
First Nations in support of
their cause says Francois.
He also thinks they just
may have to take their case
before the courts because,
“government (Indian Affairs)
keep denying that it (Fort
Fitzgerald) is areserve.” [J

Lack of funds could force halt
to annual Batoche festival

BY TERRY LUSTY
Windspeaker Correspondent

BATOCHE, Sask.

The annual trek to
Batoche may grind to a
complete halt this year
unless some very drastic
changes occur quickly.

The event is in jeopardy
this year due to lack of
funds according to Ron
Rivard, the executive
director for the Metis
National Council (MNC)
offices in Saskatoon.

Generally held in the

latter part of July, the Back
to Batoche festivities have
been a mecca for Canada’s
Metis peoples since its
inception in 1971. Located
about 72 km north of
Saskatoon, Batoche attracts
thousands of Metis each
summer.

The problem, explains
Rivard, is that the financial
situation of Saskatchewan’s
Metis has been severely
affected due to the budget
freezes. Batoche monies
come from the Secretary of
State (SOS).

“The MNC has grave

concerns about Batoche.
We saw there was a void
here,” says Rivard in
relation to the fact that
financial assistance is not
forthcoming at this time
and MNC would be more
than happy to help out
wherever and however it
can.

Funding from SOS is
dependent upon ministerial
approval and “they weren’t
too encouraging. Reading
between the lines they
probably won’t help
Batoche.”

MNC offered to take
over the event this year and
has the support of B.C.,
Alberta, Manitoba and
Ontario, says Rivard. It will
be a “real shame” if the
people were let down
because the event couidn’t
transpire this year, he
concedes. “This is the true
culture and heritage of the
Metis and there are no
winners in this issue if the
program can't be executed.”

The heritage days at
Batoche are tentatively
scheduled for July 29-31. [J
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Reader
offers

explanation
of culture

Dear Editor:

Enclosed is a writing of my
understanding of what our
culture is.

I am very fortunate to come
from a background where all
cultures worked together to
make the world a better place.
Here is my story:

What is our culture? It is the
extension of our well being
illuminated by the light of our
Creator to make us all unique.
We each have the color of skin
He gave us. We each possess a
brain to reason and think. We
each have freedom of tongue and
the beauty of our language. We
each have free will to make
choices good or bad. We each
have ancestors who are part of
history and we should stand
proud. We each have the
responsibility to discipline our
young. We each owe it to
ourselves and others to prepare
our young for the future, not
dwelling too much in the past but
being realistic.

Support and guide our young
so they in turn can be productive
and give of themselves un-
conditionally. We all belong to
one body and if one part is
hurting we all hurt.

Life is a special gift needing our
nurturing for true peace,
harmony and especially lovingone
another...proud to be a Canadian.

M. Savage
Trout Lake

YOUR WORDS

ndians never stop saying what they want

Edmonton Sun
Letter to the Editor

Our Native Indians never stop
telling us what they want and will
do in their tradition, and what
they won’t do or endure according
to their tradition. They say they
are the natural conservationists
and preservers of nature and its
animals, birds, forests and
streams. So they sabotage and

Discrimination

Dear Editor:

This is in response to Mr. R.
Horne’s letter in the Edmonton
Sun dated June 2, 1988.

In our society today,
discrimination is for people who
have no class, but possess a lot of
jealousy and hatred to their
fellowman.

Instead of thinking of what not
only the Indians have lost, but
also white people within the

harass oil and lumber companies
and hunters and farmers who,
they say, do nothing but pollute
and destroy and over-fish and
over-hunt — something Indians
never do in this vast country, all
of which is rightfully theirs. Yet
Indians pollute all their reserves,
overfish, and think nothing of
shooting 20 deer, mostly females,
and leaving them. | should think

the least Indians could do in
return for the great cost and
trouble they engender is
responsibility and proudly guard,
by themselves, all the forests
from fires, seeing this surely
would be right up their tradition.
Instead, they seem to be sitting in
the houses they couldn’t even
build for themselves.

R. Horne

s for people with no class

forest fires — homes, trapping,
fishing, logging...he still proceeds
to call down only the Indians as if
he is the only one who can see
that it is the Indians at fault.

I am in my early thirties and |
was brought up to work beside
everyone whether they were red,
black, yellow, etc. — not against
them because of the color of their
skin.

[ was also brought up to believe

Two teenagers
appreciative of
Windspeaker

Dear Editor:

We are two teenagers who
started reading your newspaper a
few months ago. We find it very
informative and interesting. It lets
us know what’s happening in
reserves close and far away from
us.

I am glad you have this

newspaper because it tells me

when all the powwow’s are taking

place, and of other activities I like

to go to. So we would both like to

thank you, for just having this
paper.

Thank vou,

Joyvce Dumais

Sharryn McCarthy

that if you didn’t have anything
good to say about someone or
something then keep your
opinions and remarks to yourself.

As the saying goes Mr. R.
Horne — “No one will ever
understand our traditions and
way of life until they have walked
a mile in our moccasins.”

A Proud Metis,
Holly Courtorielle
Slave Lake

0t the unive

Change Is the fabr

Alone in that country where there are no poems. It’s a familiar
landscape. You’re guided here by that shadow-self which wants to
disbelieve everything you’ve managed to learn. That weaker self that
complains so bitterly when life performs its cartwheels. That fiercely
independent self which tries to vainly to assert itself against the very
state of change which life itself is all about.

Because there are always the nice moments at the edges of a hurt.
Those shining incandescent moments that keep us coming back time
and time again. It’s almost as if you believed that fingering the ache
could get you past it. As though the pain itself could heal you.

So you begin to find yourself prowling over familiar ground. Like you
expected some sort of salvation in the glassy atmospheres of
remembered places and times. Because at the end of the cartwheel
you stand dazed and believing that you can find relief by living again in
those nice moments before the bruises formed.

Acceptance. In this country of no poems acceptance is a forgotten
commodity. You’d still really rather tough it out in fantasy than to risk
dealing with the situation because it doesn’t hurt as much. You want to
convince yourself that you can still control things. That fingering the
ache can heal you. But that reawakened self you’ve been living in for a
while now keeps screaming in the back room of your mind that
acceptance is the key.

Change. The very fabric and substance of the universe. The very
stuff of life. You remember now the old one telling you that everything
IS in a state of constant motion. You remember that even tumultuous
moments of chaos are.under the patient, guiding and loving hand of
the Creator of all things. You simply have to try to retain your
humanity through them. To seek the lessons and move on.

The landscape is shifting. Poems become possible. It’s not so
strange that fingering the ache is so addictive. Everyone of us wants to
believe that given the right set of circumstances those shining

TOUCHING
THE CIRCLE

By Richard Wagamese

moments which draw us so irresistibly back again and again may have
shone forever. We all want to believe in our power.

But it is in the acceptance of our very powerlessness over people,
places and things that we begin to achieve our personal power. When
we achieve the ability to avoid that country where there are no poems.
When we become able to transcend difficulty and stay human. When
we enter again the process of becoming. When we grow. When we
touch the circle.

[ remember learning all of this when I made the decision to lay down
the bottle and the needle. When I made the decision to live. But there
are always moments in my life when troubles and tough circumstances
threaten to send me back to those unhealthy attitudes. To those old
behaviors. It’s then that the fabric and substance of my life is in total
disarray. It’s then that [ really need to remember my humanity and my
powerlessness. Then that I need to return to the circle to learn, accept
and grow. Than that [ need to tell someone where I'm at.

This particular column is written during one of those times and
simply in the telling — life becomes a poem again. Thanks for listening.

Until next time then, Meegwetch.

L vl
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AFN delegates respond to
national leader's warning

If Indians are not listened to
and if their needs and aspirations
are not met, there exists the
potential for violence warn
Canada’s Indian leaders.

At last week’s annual meeting
of the Assembly of First Nations
(AFN) in Edmonton, in his
election speech to assembled

local Mohawk Indians are
illegally marketing cigarettes
smuggled in from the United
States.

Support for the Mohawk
situation was also voiced by
several chiefs from various parts
of the country:

Huron Grand Chief, Max

vice-president, Harrv Allan
from Whitehorse, “Other first
nations will be available to
(physically) support these first
nations that are experiencing
difficulty.”

From B.C.’s Bridge River
band, Chief Saul Terry
charges that government is
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but none c¢an be found

There is a young man in a prison outside of Calgary who
1s starving, but he is not starving for food. He is starving for
justice.

Ron Penko was recently convicted of extortion and
assault causing bodily harm. But Penko isn’t questioning
the handling of his trial or even the sentencing he received.
What he is questioning is the handling he says he has
received while in prison.

Penko is a Metis who believes he along with others like
him are being unfairly treated because of that.

But whether Penko’s charges of mistreatment are
legitimate or not is irrelevant. The point here is what
everybody seems to be doing, or rather not doing, about
his charges.

Penko says he followed prison procedures filing appeals
with the prison director about his claims of unfair
treatment he says he received while at the Calgary
Remand Centre awaiting his trial.

In all instances, his appeals where deemed unfounded.

And when Penko turned to the Alberta Ombudsman,
he too found Penko’s complaints unfounded, as did Native
Counselling, a government organization set up to provide
counselling for Natives in prison.

Penko admits he is in a vulnerable position. After all,
when it is the word of a convicted criminal to that of a
prison guard, whose word is more likely to carry clout?

So, Penko turned to the Native organizations of Alberta
looking for a last source of help. His search, like ours,
proved fruitless.

Most people contacted by Windspeaker would only
speak “off the record” and what they said was either it
wasn'’t their organization’s responsibility, they didn’t have
the funding to set up a program to deal with this type of
complaint, or if they did interfere they feared their
government funding would be affected.

This may be all true, and Penko’s complaints may be all
unfounded. But, what if they are not? What if Penko is
being treated unfairly? What if he is experiencing
prejudice because he is a Native?

If this is the case then there are numerous Indian
organizations protecting their funding and doing their job,
while a young Metis sits in a prison wondering where
justice is and what are the Indian organizations doing for
him.

Ann Smith of the Kwanlin Dun
band at Whitehorse, agree that
conditions for Indians remain far
inferior to those of the general
public. They do not believe that
such conditions should be
tolerated in this day and age.

However, a couple of Indian
observers at the conference who
did not want their names
publicized that the reality is that
most Indians are so darn
“complacent and apathetic” that
they would not involve themselves
in physical confrontation.

Although he is not a chief, or
even an Indian for that matter,
the words of James O’Reilly
are not to be taken lightly. As the
lawyer who negotiated the James
Bay Agreement for the Indians
and is now representing the
interests of Alberta’s Lubicon
Indians, O’Reilly has been in the
“Indian business” for some 22
years.

O’Reilly challenges non-Native
people to look at the government’s
past 20 years of performance so
they “could realize how little
they’ve done and how much they
have become the enemy and an
obstacle to development of
Native peoples.”

He accuses government by
ignoring the basic costs that
would “bring Native people up to
alevel of standard of living like the
average Canadian.” He further

claims that there is no long-range

planning for Indians,” and
McKnight has been put there to
say ‘no’ to the Indians and to stay
within budget.”

“There’s no short term
solution...there are so many
Native problems...and there is no
system set up on the other side to
deal with that reality,” he says of
government. Until an equitable
situation comes about for
Indians, they are wholly justified
to use violence failing all else, he
concludes. And, he is right
behind them as are most
members of the Canadian Bar
Association, he states. [J
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DARREL BOBCAT
SERVICE

= Owned and operated by

DARREL LABOUCAN
Box 641
McLennan, Alberta 324-3873
TOH 2L0

WANTED

B White Buckskin
B Native Tanned Hides

Please phone Ken Steinhauer

(403) 474-3777

Outstanding effort rewarded
at Elk Point graduation

BY DIANE PARENTEAU
Community Correspondent

Custom Orders A ccepted!

“Hand made necklaces and earrings
made with porcupine quills, rabbit fur,
deer hide and beads.”

OJIBWAY ORIGINALS

Box 353
WINNIPEG, Manitoba
R3C 2H6
(204) 663-7400

FISHING LAKE AREA

The 1987/88 Alberta
Vocational Centre upgrad-
ing class held their
graduation luncheon in Elk
Point on Saturday May 14.

Instructor Caralee
Beaulieu said the class was
the most “adult” class she
has ever taught. She called
them both mature and
motivated.

Lifeskills instructor Kay
Klopstock thanked the
class for their interesting
individual projects. She

said she learned a lot from
the students.

Every year there 1s an
award given out to someone
deserving. Virginia
Lajimodierereceiveda
plagque in honor of her
outstanding efforts through-
out the year. Beaulieu said
she just keeps getting
better and better and it’s
obvious from the way she
worked that everyday was
an outstanding effort.

Other adults enrolled
were Judy Wallace, Betty
Daignault, Grace Durocher,

Lorna Gladue, Leona
Cardinal and Dave Randall.

The school fund raising
auction sale held on April
27 was an overwhelming
success. Intended to raise
$300 - $400 to supplement
the costs of a school trip,
the evening sale brought in
over $1,500 together with
the concession sales.

According to school
councillor-aid Viola Dumont,
who did a lot of the
footwork, items were
donated by Elk Point
merchants but most of the
contributions came from
community members,
Some of those she said
didn’t even have children in

DR. JOSEPH J. STARKO
OPTOMETRIST
For Appointment phone 422-1248
805 Empire Building, 10080 Jasper Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1V9

Westem Oilfield
Envircnmental Service Lid.

PERMIT & LICENSE ACQUISITION O WELL-SITE ABANDONMENT
& PIPELINE INSPECTION 1 LAND RECLAMATION O SPILL
CLEAN-UP [0 WELL WATER TESTING

Allan Scheibner
PRESIDENT & GENERAL MANAGER
Telephone: (403)266-3286
526-4694 #100, 622 - 5th Ave. SW
MEDICINE HAT Calgary, Alberta T2P OMé

420-6708
EDMONTON

We salute the contributions of all
special achievers and youth of Alberta.

For success through achievement apply
now for programs starting in September.

Community Vocational Centre

OCATIONAL
CENTRES

MARVEL HAIR STYLING
& ESTHETICS

TRAINING IN TOTAL HAIR & SKIN CARE

Models Required for Students
at School Prices

1023 - 7 Ave. SW.
CALGARY, AB
T2P 1A8

(403) 262-9841

MOOSE HORN MARKET Lid.

® GAS ® HARDWARE
® PROPANE e ICE
® GROCERIES

PHONE
331-3922

CALLING LAKE, ALBERTA
s ————————————

-

Box 1280
Slave Lake, Alberta
T0G 1EO
849-7160

Operating under Advanced Education/Government of Alberta

the school.

Mary Deschamps who
donated a lovely hand
made quilt said her kids
who are now grown, didn’t
go on trips when they were
in school so she wanted to
do something to help the
children today.

Auctioneering services
were donated by Skolarchuk
Auctions of Heinsburg.

The local J.F. Dion
school board has a new
member on its five member
team. Rodney Laboucane
was the only candidate to
file nomination intentions
before the noon deadline
on May 4. He joins chairman
Bruce Desjarlais and
members Ross Daniels,
Ann Gladue and Shirley
Gladue for a three year
term.

There has been two big
bingo winners in as many
weeks. Velma Atchynum
won $1,045 at the nearby
Heinsburg bingo and Shirley
Parenteau bingoed three
games in Edmonton’s
Northland Bingo for $914.
Neither one would reveal
how much they spend on
bingo but one indicated
they almost broke even.

Dan and Mabel Aulotte
recently celebrated their
35th anniversary. They
were married here in
Fishing Lake April 27, 1953
and have lived their entire
married life on the settle-
ment. U

ina Friendship Gentre

CANADTAN NATIVE LADIES
FASTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

July 1,2 & 3, 1988

Mount Pleasant Park, Regina, Saskatchewan

B Entry Fee is $300 for Ladies, $200
for Men

B 16 Ladies Teams and & Men'’s
Teams

B Entry Deadline is June 24, 1988
B Big Dance (Saturday Only)

For more information, phone
(306) 543-2564 or 757-5862.
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Museum presents Ft. Chip exhibit

BY LESLEY CROSSINGHAM
Windspeaker Correspondent

FORT CHIPEWYAN

How would you like to
visit historic Fort Chipewvan
without becoming road-
weary on the long trek
north?

Come Sept. 23, you'll be
able to experience the
flavour of the fort by visiting
Edmonton’s Provincial
Museum and taking in a
special exhibition of ancient
and contemporary artifacts
commemorating the
community’s 200th birthday.

The special exhibit is
being created by Curator of
Ethnology, Dr Patricia
McCormack, who helped

collect much of the display

matenal.

The exhibit will consist of
a walk through the old Fort
Chip gateway back through
time to the days when the
first settlers established the
area as part of the old

Northwest Company fur
trading territory.

McCormack explains
the new fort was rebuilt
periodically because it was
made of wood. The
originator of Fort Chip,
Peter Pond, opened his first
fur post in 1778 about 30
miles up-river from Lake
Athabasca. Then in 1788
Roderick McKenzie was
directed to build a fort on
the lake’s south shore, now
known as Old Fort Point,
near the Chipewvan reserve.

*Of course the history of
Aboriginal peoples goes
back thousands of years
but this exhibit will focus on
the development of the fur
trade and how it affected all
the people living there, be
they Indian, Metis or the
new traders,”’ says
McCormack.

Fort Chip was the central
point of trade for western

Canada, points out
McCormack, who adds

that trade goods from the
fort have been found as far
away as Scotland, New
York, lowa and Yale.

“People come to the fort
as it was a major centre for
a lot of people who wanted
to buy Fort Chip articles.
We can’t always find out
who made the goods but
we can often make cal-
culated guesses.”

During the years the Fort
was owned by the North-
west Company, which
eventually amalgamated
with the Hudson’s Bay
Company in 1821, work
contracts between migrant
workers and the company
were signed. McCormack
feels it 1s important for
people to understand that
wage labor was part of the
community, even in the
earliest days of settlement.

“We even have a contract
signed by an Orkney
(islands located off the
coast of Scotland) man for

In search of old Fort Vermilion

BY LESLEY CROSSINGHAM
Windspeaker Correspondent

FORT VERMILION

Trying to find the onginal
Fort Vermilion is like
looking for a needle in a
haystack, says Alberta
Survey archaeologist Heinz
Pyszczyk, who spent last
summer searching through
the thick overgrown bush

for the illusive fort.

Pyszczyk uncovered one
fort last summer, however,
because there are six forts
all built within a few miles of
each other, Pyszczyk is not
sure which fort has been
found.

“The oldest fort in the
area is Fort Boyer built in

1787 or 1788. ‘The others
are Aspen House built in
1792, Fort Vermilion number
1, built in 1798, Fort Liard
built in 1800 and Mansfield
House. We know where
Fort Vermilion Number 2 is
-~ it’s still in the town of
Fort Vermilion,” he said.

Pyszczyk will be returning
to the area this summer
where further excavation of
this fort will take place.

“We might find we really
have found Fort Boyer,” he
said. “We cannot tell until
further investigationis
carried out.”

One of the main problems
is the fact that the forts
were made of wood and
now, after almost 200
years, there are few remains.

“We have to look for old
cellar depressions and
chimneys and in the thick
bush it can be very difficult
to locate these old forts.”

Pyszczyk’s survey team
will be heading up to the
Fort Vermilion area within
the next few weeks and
hope after locating all five of
the missing forts, that the
original Fort Vermilion will
finally be pinpointed.

Alberta Survey has no
plans to create a museum
in the area as vet, however,
Pyszczyk says this decision
can only be made after all
the forts are uncovered and
the sites fully excavated.
This, he says, may take
several years of heavy
investigation and research.
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wage labor. We even
managed to find a hand
made Fort Chip shirt in a
Scottish museum which will
be loaned to us for the
exhibit.”

McCormack has also
collected contemporary
items such as a fishing skiff
recently purchased from a
local man. “We also have
fishing nets and buoys,” she
adds.

Older artifacts are not so
easily found as moccasins,
birchbark baskets or hides
do not last down the years.
The only ancient objects
found have been stone
tools.

The exhibit will also
include some religious
artifacts, not only from the
missionaries but also from
the Indian people of that
region. However,
McCormack has spoken
with Fort Chip Elders over
the handling of a recent
shaman’s bundle the
museum found in an auction.

“No one knows where
the bundle has come from
so | spoke with Elders who
suggested the bundle not
be opened but be surround-
ed by shaman’s tools such
as the rattle and the
whistle.”

The exhibit willcome toa
close with a display of
contemporary life in the
fort. This will include an
exhibition of well-known
Fort Chipewyan artist,
Jane Ash-Poitras.
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goodwill

goodwill

General Store
With Stores In:

e Edmonion e Calgary e Red Deer @
® Wetaskiwin @ Glenevis @ Camrose @

J Po

N
\
SRS

2 at
e
pdie's
General Store
come in now

— see for yourself!

Goodwill Industries. Our business works. So people can.

«» A CAREER

_Arte

¢ WITH A FUTURE

The Native Cultural Art Programs offered at A.V.C. Lac La
Biche encourages a new cultural awareness and appreciation of
traditional native arts. The appreciation of the Native Culture
and Art contribute to extensive career opportunities for the
successful student.

CULTURAL ARTS WORKER:
Entrance Requirements:

At least 18 years of age
Students with Grade 11 or 12 desired, but will give good
consideration to mature adults with good communication skills
Definate aptitude for working with people
Personal interviews required prior to acceptance
Program Start Date:

September 6, 1988 - May 26, 1989
36 weeks

NATIVE ARTISAN:
Entrance Requirements:
At least 18 years of age or mature adult status
A strong interest in Native Art and Culture
Personal interview required lgrior to acceptance
Program Start Date:
September 6, 1988 - May 26, 1989
36 weeks
The low tuition, friendly atmosphere, and the finest in student
facilities make A.V.C. the ideal place for learning.

ALBERTA VOCATIONAL CENTRE

BOX 417/LAC LA BICHE, ALBERTA
TOA 2C0O/TELEPHONE (403) 623-5583

20 YEARS

With offices in:

Athabasca / Box 1271 St. Paul / Box 2920

Athabasca, Alberta / TOG 080 St. Paul, Alberta / TOA 3A0

Telephone (403) 675-3130 Telephone (403) 645-6214 LAC LA BICHE
Operating under the junsaicton of the Minister of Advanced Education
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OLD TIME WEDDING

Almost everyone in Wabasca turned out to help Carl William Yellowknee and
Olga Guzman celebrate their wedding day on May 28. The bride, a native of
Bolivia, arrived from South America on the day of the wedding. The couple will
make their home in Wabasca.

DIANNE MEILI, Windspeaker

AVC grads part of 20th

BY KEITH MATTHEW
Windspeaker Staff Writer

GRADS!

We take this
opportunity to
extend

our congratulations

to the yvouth

who have excelled

in 1987/88.

Best wishes
in the coming
years ahead.

Cold Lake First Nations

P.O. Box 1769
Grand Centre, AB TOA 1TO
(403) 594-7183

LAC LA BICHE

“The general public in
Canada see us as drunkards,
but you young people are
going to change this.”
These were the words of
Joe P. Cardinal, one of the
guest speakers at the
graduation ceremonies for
the Alberta Vocational
Centre in Lac La Biche.

The vocational centre
celebrated its 20th anniver-
sary this year and the
graduation ceremony theme
was “Twenty Years of New
Beginnings.” The ceremo-
nies took place on June 4
with about 500 people in
attendance.

The AVC ceremony saw
a large number of Native
people graduate from
various probrams which
have an overall Native
enrolment of about 45 per
cent. The centre focuses
on Native programming in
such areas as adult basic
education, human services,
business careers, trapper
education and Native
cultural arts.

In the area of business
careers Lorna Jacknife,
Reno Larocque, Diane
Belcourt and Marlene
Waskahat graduated from
the certificate program and
three out of four of them
had jobs waiting upon
graduation. The former
students had reservations
about graduating but
former student Diane
Belcourt said, “It is hard
work but we are kind of
sorry to see it end. We met
a lot of good people.”

AVC has set up a one
year certificate program for
community health rep-
resentatives for Native
communities. Graduates
of the program who received
certificates on May 25 are:
Annie Kay, Fort McPherson,
N.W.T.; Marian Knott,
Duncans band; Lena
Lameman, Beaver Lake;
Bernice Mercredi, Fort
Chipewyan; Annie Mercred,i,
Fort Chipewyan; Loretta
Moberley, Sucker Creek;
Doris Noskiye, Chipewyan
Lakes; Mary Ellen Singer,
Frog Lake; Edmund St.
Arnault, Fox Lake; Maureen
Thunder, Driftpile; Linda
Tallman, Atikameg; Mary
Willier, Enilda; Maxine
Hamelin, Sturgeon Lake;
Yvonne Boostrom, Beaver
Lake.

Community health
services 1s a two year
diploma program with an
option of people graduating
from first year of leaving the
program. First year Native
graduates are Margaret
Vermillion of Fort
Chipewyan and Rose
Logan of Kikino. Vermillion
also received a Northlands
scholarship worth $200 for
continuing her education
next year if she decides to
return.

“l enjoy working in
treatment centres because
I like working with Native
people,” Vermillion explain-
ed as the reason for her
taking the course.

The Native organization
Pe-Ta-Pun and NewStart
were forerunners'to the
Alberta Vocational Centre.
Pe-Ta-Pun was set up for
Native people to get their
adult basic upgradingin the
Lac La Biche area.

anniversary celebration

William- Erasmus was
one of the people involved
with Pe-Ta-Pun which was
formed 20 years ago and
survived for two years from
1970-72. According to
Erasmus (then vice-
president of the local Metis
Association) ‘“Pe-Ta-Pun
was started to provide
Native people with some
sort of a trade.” However,
the organization ran up a
deficit and was forced to
fold as an organization.

Joe P. Cardinal of Saddle
Lake reserve was one of
the keynote speakers for
the graduation ceremony
and was one of the original
founders of Pe-Ta-Pun.

Cardinal said in his
address to the graduates
and guests, “I have a good
feeling this evening, to
return to the place where |
was 20 years ago. | see
some people here today
that had a sit-in 20 years
ago — Native people
wanted to take part in
education. I am very happy
to see young people here.”

He added, “More and
more Native people are
being talked about and I see
them fighting for themselves
using education. Last
February I went to the
University of Alberta and
there was over 200 Native
students. We have to work
together, | have a feeling we
have to achieve something
and we all have a future.
We have all lost a lot of
young people — suicides,
alcohol, violent deaths. |
landed in France during the
war and | seen a lot of
Native people killed during
the war but [ never seen as
many casualties as | see

today because of alcohol.” &
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Yellowhead Tribal Council

Social Services grad
reflects on challenges
overcome to get diploma

BY LYLE DONALD
Windspeaker Correspondent

EDMONTON

The Yellowhead Tribal
Council held its annual
education award night May
26 at the Convention Inn
South.

Opening prayers went
out to the members of the
Sunchild and O’Chiese
bands who went through a
bad experience with a
forest fire raging through
their reserves.

The main focus of the

evening’s awards was on
the two year Social Services
diploma course in co-
ordination with Grant
MacEwan Community
College delivering the
program at the Y.T.C.
educational facilities at
Spruce Grove.
Following through: The program
coordinator Gino Restino
said he was very proud of
the students Wwho ‘stuck’ it
out all the way through.
Most students in the
program had families at
home and had to make
many major adjustments
hke trying to keep on top of
their assignments and keep
things together at home.

There was also a very
emotional speech from
Brenda Bigchild, from the
O’Chiese band, telling how
hard it was to move into the
city leaving her husband
and kids behind to take this

course.

Family support: She said she
couldn’t have finished
without the full support her
family gave her throughout
the two year program. Her
husband Jerry also reflected
how hard it was for himself
and the kids, but also how
very proud they were of her
graduating.

This family had a few
hard times. As they were
helping Bigchild settle in the
city in 1986 and their house
back on the reserve caught
fire and they had to re-
establish on the reserve.

Because of the travel
back and forth to be
together they wore out a
couple cars in the process.
Her husband also added
that right now, he should be
out on the fire with the rest
of the people from the
reserve, but this is the night
they have been waiting for
and tonight they will
celebrate her diploma and
tomorrow he will go back
and help out with fighting
the fire.

Indian time: Restino reflected
on a comment made by the
honor student of the
program, Carolyn Peacock
of the Enoch reserve. One
of the non-Native instructors
was coming to class late
most of the time and
Carolyn addressed him in
class saying, “Mr. Instructor
you are running on Indian
time and cutting into my

learning time.”” The
mstructor was never late
agan

Out of 30 students that

entered the program 19
made 1t through to their
graduation.
Wise words: Special guest
speaker and Elder Rufus
Goodstriker expressed the
mportance of our Native
‘people gettingan education.
And how much our people
in the community look up
to us and feel better about
approaching us when they
need help or advice.

Willie Littlechild also
appeared as a guest speaker
and said he knows of the
struggles people have
getting education and a
degree. He reflected on the
hard times he had in
university with only a
handful of Native people in
university and also the
prejudices he went through.
He said that if anyone puts
their mind to it, there is
nothing they cannot
accomplish.

Other awards went to:
Post Secondary - Jerome
"Max” Yellowdirt, Donald
Morin, Marilyn Ward;
University program
Cindy Laddoucer, Silvia
Greenway, Lindy Burley;
UCEP - Athmy Cardinal,
Alice Kootenay, Rhonda
McDonald; College enrich-
ment - Josephine Brenner,
Maxine Thomas and
Germam Petawaysin. [

| TO SALUTE THE GRADUATING

WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY

CLASS OF 1987-88.

BEST WISHES IN
YOUR ENDEAVORS.

FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Archie Collins, Ambrose Lepine,
Lee Desjarlais, Allan Wells
& Lydia Cardinal

ELIZABETH METIS SETTLEMENT

P.O. Box 420, Grand Centre, AB TOA 1TO
(403) 594-5026

NISTAWOYOU ASSOCIATION
FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

We salute

the youths

who have
excelled during
1987 /88.

STONEY MEDICINE LODGE

TREATMENT CENTRE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE

P.O. Box 1287
COCHRANE, Alberta TOL OWO

(403) 932-5333

Morley 2nd Annual Dance & Talent Show

June 18, 1988
Morley Community Hall

TALENT SHOW (Free Admission)

B Categories: Sr. Male 18 & over, Sr. Female 18 & over, Junior
Male 17 & Under, Junior Female 17 & under

B Trophies & Prize Money awarded to first, second, and third
place finishes in each category

B Talent show time: 1-5 p.m., June 18 at the Morley Commumty
Hall

B Prizes and money to be awarded at the dance

B Back up band will be provided — P.A. system also

B Concession booth at the hall

DANCE ($7 adults — $2 Youth Club Members)
B 8 p.m. - 1 am, June 18 at the community hall

B Featuring nghtwmd Band and the Medicine Wheel Band
B Concession booth at the hall

B All proceeds go to the Morley Youth Club

/ Phone 932-5333 for
: talent entries. Ask for
Pator Chester working
>~ hours are 9 a.m.

.5

8310 Manning Avenue

Fort McMurray, Alberta

TOH 1W1

Phone: 743-8555

- 5 p.m. daily.
No alcohol or drugs

N SPONSORED BY THE
MORLEY YOUTH CLUB/88
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On behalf of the

Alberta Progressive

Conservative Association

We encourage education and upgrading
and would like to take this opportunity

to congratulate all the graduates
for the 1987/88 year.

From
DON R. GETTY
Premier of Alberta

| LEARNING |

On-campus university
degrees now available
in Fort McMurray

As of September,
students in the Fort Mc-
Murray region will be able
to earn university degrees
through Athabasca Univer-
sity at the Keyano College
campus, the Honourable
Dave Russell, minister of
Advanced Education, an-
nounced recently.

With the cooperation
and support of Alberta
Advanced Education, both
the bachelor of admin-
istration and the bachelor
of arts programs will be
offered to Fort McMurray
students. This major
initiative springs from a

highly successful pilot
project undertaken during
the 1987-88 academic year.

Dr. Terry Morrison,
president of Athabasca
University, stated, “This is
an exciting project for us. It
illustrates the strong
possibilities for cooperation
between post-secondary
institutions. | have nothing
but respect for university
and college faculty and staff
who have made this possible.
The most significant aspect
of the arrangement for us,
however, is that all instruc-
tion will be delivered on
site. This initiative offers an

excellent opportunity to
Fort McMurray students
who wish to remain in their
own community but want
to study full-time and on
campus. Now, Fort
McMurray students will be
able to start and finish
either a BA or a B.Admin.
without leaving their
community.”

Keyano College students
will complete two years of
work with the college and
then enter the “capstone”
program to finish their
degree through Athabasca
University -— while remain-
ing on the Keyano campus.
“By working together,

T Sl

We

support

the youth

of Canada we the staff of the Indian

who are Association of Alberta wish to

our take this opportunity to
extend our congratulations

future.

to the youth who have
excelled for the 1988
year and wish

you the best for the
coming years ahead.

Indian Association of Alberta

11630 Kingsway Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5G 0XS
(403) 452-4330 or 452-4331

R
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Manufacturing one piece concrete
septic tanks for
the needs of
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Keyano College and
Athabasca University can
better serve students in
northeastern Alberta.”
says Judith Hughes, head
of Tutorial Services and
Athabasca University’s
College Capstone co-
ordinator. “With two years
of college work the student
can opt to continue in the
“capstone” degree program
at the college, enter the
work force, or complete a
degree at a later date using
the university credits they
have earned.” Kathy Baker,
coordinator of Athabasca
University’s Fort McMurray
office, noted, “We are
gearing up to offer a full
range of support for our
students in this program.”

Athabasca University
and Keyano College are
now jointly planning orienta-
tion sessions to be held
early in June. Students
interested Iin the program
should contact Athabasca
University’s Fort McMurray
office at 743-1846 or
Keyano College.
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Books containing well-known legends
help preserve language of Dene

BY LESLEY CROSSINGHAM
Windspeaker Correspondent

ASSUMPTION, Alta,

* Although every band and
every tribal language is
unique, the Dene Tha’
band is in a special position
because unlike many bands
the tribe has close to 100
per cent Dene language
proficiency.

“Most people here speak
and use their language
everyday,’” says band
manager Fred Didzena.
“But we do need to

The band hired linguist
Patrick Moore to work with
the Dene elders in producing
stories and legends suitable
for Grade 1 curriculum.

“The Dene Tha’ band is
In many ways quite unique,”
says Moore in an interview
from his Whitehorse office.
“Just about everyone
speaks it (Dene), even little
kids.”

Moore, who learned the
Dene language when he
first moved to the reserve in
1976, conducted a series of
interviews with the tribal
elders. The stories all

story of the wolverine.

“One of the reasons the
language is so strong here is
the isolation,” says Moore.
“In other communities,
such as in Fort Frank, the
language has been lost
because of the ‘interaction
between English speakers
and band members.”

However, Moore feels
that with books such as the
ones being prepared for the
Dene Tha’ band, that other
Dene bands will be able to
benefit.

“There are instances,
such as the Hebrew

can come back from
nothing. The Israelis were
successful, so there is no
reason why aboriginal
people can’t be successful
in reviving their languages.”

Moore will be continuing
his work next year and will
be helping produce other
school books on a variety of
topics that would be of
interest to children of all
ages.

The school books will be
produced in the United
States this summer and will
be available in the Dene
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Hats Off
to the Grads.

We congratulate all the youths
who have excelled in the year
1987/88 school year. We
salute you and we wish you
well in all your academic endeavors.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>