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Bands can tax members

Law changed

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Kamloops Indian Band Chief Clarence “Manny”
Jules sees an imminent change to a federal law as
an opportunity for his community to raise its own
money and escape its dependence on federal funds.
Opponents to the change, both inside the Kamloops
community and across the country, see it as the thin
edge of the wedge that may eventually lead to the
errosion of Indian tax exemption.

Tax lawyers say Bill C-36 - Part 4 of the Budget
Implementation Act of 1998 dealing with “Certain
First Nations’ Sales Taxes,” - is a deal where the
federal government is giving away part of its taxa-
tion authority to two British Columbia band coun-
cils.

The new law will allow the Kamloops band to
set a seven per cent band tax, which replaces the
GST, on tobacco, liquor, gasoline and propane. It
will also allow the band to enter into an agreement
with Revenue Canada so that the federal govern-
ment will collect the tax and then turn it over to
the band.

The Westbank band, which has been charging a
band tax on tobacco for a year, will have that tax
and a new tax on alcohol also collected by Rev-
enue Canada on the band’s behalf.

Despite several presentations to the Senate fi-
nance committee by opposition groups, the new
bill will soon be read into law. It was introduced
for first reading in the House of Commons on
March 19. It received second reading and was
passed on to the Standing Committee on Na-
tional Finance 12 days later. The committee held
hearings on the bill and adopted it without
amendments on May 8. After third and final
reading in the Commons, the bill proceeded to
the Senate on May 28. After going through the
committee stage in the upper chamber, it was
expected to receive third and final reading there
on June 15.

That means it’s law, with only the formality of
being proclaimed in the Commons remaining to
make it the law of the land.

(see Tax exempt status page 3.)

United Church feds both liable

By David Wiwchar
Windspeaker Contributor

PORT ALBERNI, B.C.

British Columbia Supreme
Court Justice Donald Brenner
has found the federal govern-
ment and the United Church of
Canada vicariously liable — le-
gally responsible — for the
atrocities suffered by students at
the Port Alberni Indian Residen-
tial School.

The June 5 decision came af-
ter a month-long trial which
centered on the actions of con-
victed pedophile Arthur Henry
Plint. During the trial, witnesses
also alluded to mental, physical
and sexual assaults they suf-
fered at the hands of other
school officials.

In his decision, Justice Bren-
ner wrote that while employed

as a dormitory supervisor at the
Port Alberni Indian Residential
School, Plint severely abused his
position as a parental figure by
calling boys into his room to
physically and sexually molest
them, sometimes on the pretext
of a telephone call from their
parents.

The decision sent shock-
waves across the country as
other agencies worry about how
criminal actions by an employee
can put their businesses or or-
ganizations in jeopardy.

Justice Brenner cited a
number of other liability cases
across Canada before conclud-
ing in his report that "both the
church and Canada were di-
rectly involved with, and ex-
erted effective control over, the
principal’s activities in the fur-
therance of their joint and sev-
eral objectives."

Having been found vicariously
liable for the abuses at the school,
United Church of Canada offi-
cials would not speak on the case
itself, since legal proceedings are
continuing, but a faxed statement
was issued by the church: “We re-
pent our role in the spiritual and
cultural abuse inflicted upon
First Nations over many genera-
tions."

Although this statement is not
a legal apology, United Church
of Canada moderator Bill
Phipps said, in religious lan-
guage, ‘repent’ carries more
meaning than ‘apology.'

“We have said all along that
we will accept whatever respon-
sibility is defined by our role,"
said Phipps, who was a
practicing lawyer before being
elected to his position within the
United Church of Canada.

“We repented our role in the

residential schools and we setup
a $700,000 healing fund control-
led by the First Nations members
of our church well before the liti-
gation process began."

The local United Church in
Port Alberni has been critical of
the actions of their governing
body and voted unanimously
for their local church to make a
full apology to the victims of the
Port Alberni Indian Residential
School.

“The way they [the United
Church of Canada] are handling
this case is inappropriate and
not conducive to healing,” said
Kathy Hogman, the Minister of
St. Andrew’s United Church in
Port Alberni. “We're trying to
get them to understand that
they need to acknowledge their
responsibility so that the heal-
ing can begin."

(see Healing to begin page 2.)
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

VANCOUVER

The man who will write a re-
port to the United Nations on
Canada’s residential school sys-
tem said he has seen evidence
that the system was an example
of forced assimilation, genocide
and forced removal of peoples
from their traditional lands.

All of those actions are con-
trary to international human
rights conventions, said Rudy
James, a member of the Interna-
tional Human Rights Associa-
tion of American Minorities.

James reached that conclusion
after observing three days of tes-
timony in front of a 15-member
tribunal made up mainly of In-
digenous people, a majority of
whom were from the United
States. The tribunal hearings
were completed on June 14 at
the Maritime Labor Centre in
east Vancouver.

Tribunal members took note
of the fact that the federal gov-
ernment, the churches which
operated the residential schools
and the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, all of whom
James said were asked to appear
for questioning, did not have
any official representatives in
attendance.

Witnesses included several
former residential school stu-
dents and a United Church of
Canada minister who was de-
listed (fired) after criticizing the
Port Alberni church executive
board.

Many of the witnesses told the
tribunal they have knowledge of
suspicious deaths which oc-
curred in the residential schools.
No hard evidence which could
lead to criminal charges was
provided. Several witnesses said
those who attended the residen-
tial schools were transported to

the schools by the police and
therefore had no reason to be-
lieve they were safe to take their
concerns to the police at the
time the alleged deaths oc-
curred.

The International Human
Rights Association of American
Minorities (IHRAAM) is one of
1,356 non-governmental or-
ganizations in the world with
the standing to issue reports to
the United Nations High Com-
missioner on Human Rights,
and the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations.
A United Nations official con-
firmed that IHRAAM is one of
the 666 organizations world-

wide listed on a roster of organi--

zations consulted by the eco-
nomic and social council.
James, the tribal leader of the
Kuiukwaan people of south-
eastern Alaska and a tribal

~ judge with the Combined Tribal

Court of Thlingit Law, is a mem-
ber of the North American
branch of IHRAAM, whose
northwest regional office is lo-
cated in Seattle, Washington.
James told Windspeaker that
former United Church of
Canada minister Kevin Annett
asked IHRAAM to investigate
potentiai human rights abuses
connected to the residential
school system. After recording
seven hours of interviews with
victims of abuse at the Port
Alberni school, James decided
an inquiry into the system and
Canada’s treatment of the vic-
tims of the system was appro-
priate.

The human rights infractions
that Canada, several churches,
organizations and individuals
associated with the schools
need to address are: the forced
removal of Aboriginal people
from traditional lands and wa-
ters, institutional racism, psy-
chological warfare, genocide
and murder.

PAUL BARNSLEY
Painful memories.

James said Prime Minister
Jean Chretien, Indian Affairs
Minister Jane Stewart and
church officials had been asked
to appear as witnesses at the in-
quiry. The Prime Minister’s of-
fice said no invitation was re-
ceived, something James said is
not true.

An organization with con-
sultative status does not work
at the direction of the United
Nations and is not funded, but
it is fully screened and follows
a written mandate.

James said Canada and the
churches will be asked to an-
swer for what he believes are
serious human rights abuses.

“No one can punish a nation,”
James said. “But so much of
what is done by our organiza-
tion is done through world pub-
lic opinion. A report will be sent
to the High Commissioner and
the Secretary General. Canada
could be asked for a formal re-
sponse to the report in the Gen-
eral Assembly.”

James said he expects to com-
plete his report by late July. He
said he may send a preliminary
report to the churches involved
and to the federal government.

“We’ll be keenly monitoring
the response of the church enti-
ties and the Canadian govern-
ment,” he said.

July 1998

‘ PAUL BARNSLEY
A report will be written for submission to the United Nations
regarding the residential school system in Canada.

Healing to begin

(Continued from page 1.)

“The implications are less for
them than they are for the na-
tional church,” said Phipps.
“They’re more free to do what
their conscience tells them to do.
We're the ones who are being
sued.”

The court has booked three
weeks in August to hear argu-
ments of direct liability and to
decide the percentage of blame
between the federal govern-
ment and the United Church of
Canada.

“The government and the
church are still fighting,” said
Peter Grant, lawyer for many of
the plaintiffs. “Proportional 1i-
ability, direct liability, the liabil-
ity of individuals and the loss
of language, culture and spiritu-

ality still have to be discussed.”

Grant said if this second stage
of the case moves along
smoothly plaintiffs could begin
their damage suits in the new
year.

Randy Fred, one of the vic-
tims who is suing for compen-
sation, said the decision is wel-
come news for many of the
former residential school stu-
dents, but he is still a long way
from forgiving and forgetting.

“The healing that has gone on
around our case has been amaz-
ing,” Fred said. “I hope a deci-
sion on fair compensation will
bring a sense of closure for my-
self and the many other people
who were abused at residential
schools.”

Quebec chiefs want to negotiate new approach

By Sabrina Whyatt
Windspeaker Staff Writer

QUEBEC CITY

After rejecting the Quebec
government’s newly announced
guidelines on how it hopes to
deal with Aboriginal affairs,
First Nations leaders await the
opportunity to negotiate a new
approach, one they hope both
sides can agree upon.

The Quebec government re-
leased Partnership, Development,
Achievement, a paper which de-
scribes how the province will
deal with Aboriginal govern-
ments in furthering Aboriginal
issues. But Ghislain Picard, chief
of the Assembly of the First Na-
tions of Quebec and Labrador,
said the guidelines were one-
sided and lacking in Aboriginal
mnput.

“It appears absolutely incon-
sistent that such a wide-ranging
document, which claims to be
the reflection of a would-be
partnership, was worked out
without our contribution or our
co-operation.”

Shirley Bishop, press secretary
for Guy Chevrette, the minister
responsible for Aboriginal af-
fairs in Quebec disagrees saying
that for the past two years the

minister has been accumulating
information from Aboriginal
people for the policies.

“He (Chevrette) did have in-
put from the different Aborigi-
nal communities. These guide-
lines are partly based upon
comments and suggestions
from different chiefs and First
Nations people.”

The government'’s guidelines
were initially voiced at a meet-
ing with First Nations leaders in
March, and a tentative agree-
ment was reached.

After a official document out-
lining the policies was released
on April 2, Aboriginal leaders
immediately opposed them,
stating the government failed to
mention some very significant
details at the meeting.

Bishop said she is really sur-
prised by that implication and
has difficulty comprehending
the sudden switch.

“Everything contained in the
document was discussed
openly at the meeting with the
Aboriginal leaders. I don’t
know how they could approve
of it one day and change their
minds the next.”

Picard said it seems Aborigi-
nal people’s rights are protected
only when it doesn’t interfere
with Quebec policies.

“They basically said we can
talk about the guidelines, but
there are some issues, like the
sovereignty of national assem-
bly and territory integrity, that
can’t be touched,” he said.
“Quebec has a set of rules, and
this is how we have to play.”

Leaders of the five national
Aboriginal organizations, (the
Assembly of First Nations,
Congress of Aboriginal Peo-
ples, the Métis National Coun-
cil, the Native Women'’s Asso-
ciation of Canada and the
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada),
submitted a request to the pro-
vincial government to discuss
new goals pertaining to First
Nations issues. This set of
goals was created and unarni-
mously adopted by Quebec
chiefs, but it may be difficult
to convince the Quebec gov-
ernment to change its own
guidelines.

Bishop said the minister has
no plans to change the guide-
lines, but will continue to work

-together with the First Nations

people who support him.

The First Nations leaders
hope to head into discussions
with the government soon, al-
though no date has been set.

The guidelines to be submit-
ted outline what Aboriginal

leaders feel are essential areas
of concern. They include child
welfare, social policy, eco-
nomic development and
equality.

The leaders agreed it is im-
perative that Aboriginal peo-
ple be involved in discussions
and decision-making relating to
children and youth because of
the large proportion of youth in
the Native population.

As well, Aboriginal leaders
believe there must be inclusive
Aboriginal participation at all
levels in changes to the social
policy renewal process includ-
ing seats on the ministerial
council for social policy re-
newal, participation in sectoral
initiatives and in the process of
developing a national frame-
work agreement.

Promoting equality of Abo-
riginal men and women is a
goal that’s extremely impor-
tant for the leaders. They want
a partnership approach in or-
der to address social, eco-
nomic and environmental con-
ditions and to ensure that the
needs of and resources for
Aboriginal people are factored
into every federal, provincial
and territorial agreement
based on treaty rights and fed-
eral fiduciary responsibility.

Picard believes part of the
problem in reaching a collective
set of guidelines lies within the
provincial government’s atti-
tude.

“They always point out that
no government has gone as far
In recognizing the Aboriginal
nation.”

He said First Nations people
are pleased with the progress
made since the 1985 resolu-
tion on the recognition of Abo-
riginal rights. Yet, there re-
mains an imbalance between
First Nations people and the
Quebec government.

“Our concerns are not being
met. Quebec is always pointing
out how far they have gone in
terms of satisfying Aboriginal
concerns. And how they are the
only government to put on pa-
per how they want to deal with
our people. We still need to
move forward instead of stay-
ing in the same place.”

Because each Native group
has their own issues to address,
it’s difficult to define a main
objective, he said.

“There needs to be a relation-
ship with Quebec. In order to
move forward we need to con-
duct business in a peaceful man-
ner and to create harmony,” said
Picard.
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Government could grant Riel’s exoneration

By Donna Rae Paquette
and Paul Melting Tallow
Windspeaker Contributors

OTTAWA

By the end of the year, Louis
Riel could be exonerated of his
113-year-old conviction for high
treason — a conviction he was
executed for in 1885.

A private members bill is ex-
pected to be passed by the end
of the fall sitting of the House
of Commions calling for the re-
versal of the conviction result-
ing from Riel’s involvement in
the Northwest Rebellion.

Spearheaded by seven mem-
bers of parliament, and with the
full support of Riel’s descend-
ents, it is hoped the bill will fully
restore the reputation of a man
already recognized as a founder
of Manitoba and the leader of a
people who were fighting a gov-
ernment which was more inter-
ested in opening up the west to
foreign settlement than in tak-
ing care of the people already
living there.

“He lived, fought and died for
the Métis people. He was their
hero, their champion, their de-
fender,” said Joseph Riel, a great-
grand nephew of Louis Riel.

He said the action now being
taken by the government is a
long time in coming and is very
welcomed news by the family.

“It is our position that the fed-
eral government should formally
apologize for the wrongful accu-
sation, conviction and execution
of Louis Riel,” he said.

Those sentiments are shared
by Leo Teillet, also a great-grand
nephew of Riel. Teillet, however,
isn’t so optimistic that the pri-
vate members bill will pass
without any problem:s.

He said there are still a lot of
people out there who have been
taught to believe a made-up ver-
sion of Canada’s history and

Gerald Morin.

the role Riel played.

“The politicians say they have
got the vote and I do hope it
goes through, but I won't be
surprised if it doesn’t,” he said.

No matter what happens and
which version of history people
believe, Teillet said his promi-
nent relative is always going to
be a part of Canada’s heritage.

“He is still the most interest-
ing and controversial person in
our history,” said Teillet, who is

one of at least 200 known rela-.

tives of Louis Riel.

Riel’s conviction of treason
came after he helped to organ-
ize the Métis people living on
Canada’s prairies to fight the
government of John A.
MacDonald. The prime minister
was intent on opening the west
to settlement, and part of that
plan was the displacement of
the Métis people living there.

The Métis had already been
forced from the Red River Set-
tlement, now the city of Winni-
peg, and established farms and
hamlets in and around north-
western Saskatchewan. They
were not prepared to be moved
again, and decided to fight the
government for the land.

The Métis took up arms to
defend their homes. Indian war-

riors, also disillusioned with the
government, joined the fight.
But after a number of encourag-
ing victories, the Métis were
forced to surrender at Batoche
in the spring of 1885. Riel was
imprisoned and hanged later
that year in Regina.

Since then, his conviction and
execution have been conten-
tious issues.

This year, on May 12, a sold-
out dinner was organized in
Winnipeg to commemorate
Louis Riel Day. The first annual
dinner hosted by the newly-
founded Louis Riel Society took
place on what is also Manitoba
Day. More than 120 people at-
tended Winnipeg’s Place Louis
Riel in the Louis Riel Room for
what Teillet said will be the first
of many Louis Riel Days.

“Whether the bill goes
through or not, Idon’t think this
is going to stop,” Teillet said o
the annual party. -

Liberal MP Denis Coderre,
one of the members presenting
the bill, said family and follow-
ers of Riel could have more to
celebrate at next year’s party. He
is confident the bill will be
passed by the end of the year.

“I truly wish that we will set-
tle everything by the end of
1998,” said Coderre, the repre-
sentative of Montreal’s
Bourassa constituency.

To get abill which every party
in the House of Commons en-
dorses is rare, and, Coderre said,
that is just what has happened.

“It’s not usual to have a pri-
vate members bill sponsored by
all the parties, but that gives us
a better non-partisan ap-
proach,” he said. “All that sup-
port makes it more powerful.”

Coderre said he believes the
majority of parliament mem-
bers will vote for the bill to ex-
onerate the Métis leader.

The sponsors of the bill in-
clude Liberal, Reform, Con-

servative, New Democrat and
Bloc Quebecois MP’s from
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Brit-
ish Columbia and Quebec.

Although the family, politi-
cians and, according to Coderre,
a good portion of the general
public are in favor of the bill to
exonerate the Métis leader, not
everyone sees it as a break-
through.

Gerald Morin, president of
the Métis Nation of Canada,
feels the bill does not go far

“enough.

At the Métis Nation of Alberta
Zone 3 annual general meeting
in Calgary on May 30, Morin
said the bill fails to address the
concerns and issues of the Métis
people of Canada.

“We don’t want the Louis Riel
bill to move ahead as a stand-
alone initiative,” Morin said.
“We’re not in favor of anyone —
whether it’s the federal govern-
ment or someone else — saying,
‘As far as Métis concerns go in
Canada, we’re prepared to ex-
onerate Louis Riel and name
him as a Father of Confedera-
tion, and it comes to an end
there.”” :

Morin believes that if the gov-
ernment is sincere about the bill
and commitments made in In-
dian Affairs’ Statement of Recon-
ciliation then it must also be will-
ing to deal with other important

issues such as the high unem-
ployment in Métis communities,
or land and health issues.

“There’s many issues that
Louis Riel and our people have
fought for and died for. We need
to see some real progress or an
agreement that will lead to real
progress on addressing those
real Métis concerns and issues
in our communities,” he said.
“If we're talking about recogniz-
ing Louis Riel’s proper role then
I think the greatest way we can
exonerate and recognize him is
to take some major steps in
putting in place the kind of jus-
tice that he fought for on behalf
of Métis people in Canada.”

Those introducing the bill also
want to see more done for the
Métis people, but first things
first, said Coderre.

“I truly believe we should
have the exoneration first. We
need to give him back his right-
ful place in history. Then, after
that, we can start on the other
issues,” said Coderre, adding
that the new bill will give Métis
people more pride in their cul-
ture, language and history.
“When you fight to exonerate
him, you give him his rightful
place in the sun. Then you give
the people back their pride.”

The bill, now known as Bill C-
417, will become the Louis Riel
Act once it is passed.

Tax exempt status threatened, say some

(Continued from page 1.)

Opposition to the bill centres
around a fear that it will erode
the tax-exempt protection pro-
vided by Section 87 of the Indian
Act.

Douglas Maracle, grand chief
of the Association of Iroquois and
Allied Indians, addressed the
Senate finance committee on
June 11.

“Bill C-36 will open the door
to undermining our Aboriginal
and treaty rights to tax immu-
nity,” Chief Maracle told the
Senators. “It will also remove the
limited protection we have to tax
exemption under Section 87 of
the Indian Act. Section 87 pro-
vides for a tax exemption for a
band and also for each individual
member of the band. Therefore,
as an Indian, within the member-
ship of my band, the band can-
not legally move unilaterally to
negotiate my statutory right
away without my consent.”

Chris McCormick, an anti-tax
specialist employed by Chief
Maracle’s organization, was
more blunt.

“Idon’t think anybody has the
right to step on anybody else’s
statutory rights,” he said.
“What’s worse, in my mind, is
that it’s imposed by a segment of
the community only. There’s a

petition of 116 Kamloops mem-
bers that will be presented to the
Senate and to the Finance minis-
ter which says ‘Hold the phone.
I have a statutory right to be tax
exempt. I'm not willing to get
into-this process.”

McCormick is aware that this
is a case of a band taxing its own
people and using the money for
its own purposes. That doesn’t
put his mind at ease.

“What is a band bylaw doing
in front of the House and Senate?
If it’s a band bylaw and the peo-
ple decide they don't like it, they
can change it or change councils
in the next election. A band by-
law goes to the regional director
of Indian Affairs who forwards
to the minister who has 40 days
to accept or reject it. This is carved
in stone as federal law. You have
to ask yourself why Canada s so
anxious to have this. If they can
find a way around Section 87 by
passing legislation, well, you've
got the Reform Party waiting in
the wings there and you know
they’llimmediately implement it
across the country if they ever
take control,” he said.

The petition presented by the
Kamloops members claims that
Chief Jules is not following his
own rules about accountability.
The members also accuse the

chief of manipulating the vote to
ensure that he had the mandate
to take this forward. One
Kamloops member told
Windspeaker that the community
vote on this issue was held at 11:
30 p.m. and that the item was not
on the agenda. The petition
claims the two weeks notice re-
quired for a referendum under
Kamloops council’s own rules
was not provided to the member-
ship. The petition also claims
there were not enough people at
the meeting to make a vote bind-
ing under the council’s rules.
“Evidence of this can be pro-
vided in the minutes of that meet-
ing where membership voiced
concern about a quorum not be-
ing present,” the petition states.
A tax lawyer familiar with First
Nations issues told Windspeaker
that the new law very definitely
has an impact on the Indian Act
tax exemption. He said it gives a
band the power to tax its own
people, which is not the same as
the federal government taxing
those people for its own benefit.
That, the lawyer said, would be
illegal under the Indian Act.
“But they are dipping into the
pockets of people who used tobe
exempt,” said the lawyer, who
asked to not be identified.
Transcripts of Chief Jules’ brief

appearance before the Com-
mons’ Standing Committee on
National Finance suggest that
Nelson Riis, the NDP member of
parliament for the area in which
the Kamloops reserve is located,
has been well-briefed by the
band on this issue. Although
Chief Jules did not respond to
requests for interviews from this
paper (or several other local pa-
pers which covered the issue),
Riis is widely quoted as saying
this is a pilot project which could
spread across the country.

During his appearance in front
of the committee, Jules was asked
by Reform MP Monte Solberg if
the band would accept less fed-
eral money as its tax base grew.

“No, I'm not suggesting that,”
Jules said. “What I have been
suggesting and advocating is a
new fiscal relationship with the
First Nations of Canada and the
federal government, including
the provinces.”

He told Solberg that it would
be premature to look in that di-
rection, adding that the band will
realize about $400,000 from this
new tax. Jules also said that his
membership pays approximately
$17 million annually in provin-
cial and federal taxes and re-
ceives $5 million in federal fund-
ing. He said the money will be

used for economic development
projects geared to reduce the 35
per cent unemployment rate in
the community and to pay for
land claim negotiations.

Chief Jules is the chairman of
the Indian Taxation Advisory
Board. In fact, a caller asking for
the chief’s office at the Kamloops
administration building is
greeted with the words “Indian
Taxation Advisory Board.” He
and his council have been explor-
ing and promoting the use of tax
regimes as a way to self govern-
ment since the 1960s.

National Chief Phil Fontaine is
also a member of this five-mem-
ber board. An AFN official said
Fontaine will not seek re-election
to the board when his term ex-
pires this month. Chief Fontaine
said the board exists to help those
First Nations, who wish to follow
the taxation route to self govern-
ment, negotiate with the federal
government.

The AFN, Fontaine said, does
not take a position on the issue.
That is up to each individual First
Nation.

The completion of the legisla-
tive process may not be the end
of the matter, the group of
Kamioops members which op-
poses the new tax has threatened
to mount a legal challenge.
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Families, government ignore banishment orders

By Rob McKinley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HAY RIVER, N.W.T.

By a show of hands, two
Elders and the members of their
families were banished from a
Northwest Territories First Na-
tion in late May.

The banishment came after a
long-standing feud finally came
to a boil between the Thomas,
Michel and Cayen families that
make up the 70 band members
of the West Point First Nation

The order to expel Jim Tho-
mas, Maria Michel and their
families from the West Point
band, located within the
boundaries of Hay River,
N.W.T,, is being ignored by the
families and deemed unenforce-
able by the regional Indian Af-
fairs department.

“No, they don’t have the au-
thority to banish anyone from
their band,” said George Cleary,
the director of Indian and Inuit
Services in the territories. “We
have told the chief and council

[the Thomas’ and the Michels]
are still a part of the band.”

Cleary said the eight pieces of
property, located within the
town of Hay River, which most
of the band members call home,
are owned by the municipality
and was set aside for Indian use.
It is not their land to decide who
stays and goes, he said.

Karen Thomas, one of the
eight West Point band members
ordered out, said her family has
no intention of leaving, but said
they might voluntarily take
their names off the band regis-
ter.

She said there is no confi-
dence in the band leadership,
and she doesn’t feel proud to be
a part of the community any
more.

“We’ll transfer our names to
another band, likely near Hay
River, and then we’ll probably
take legal action against West
Point,” she said.

The problems began years
ago, said Thomas.

“I’'m 33 now and this has been
going on since I was a kid,” she

said of the family feuding. I
heated up last July when Tho-
mas was elected to band coun-
cil as the sub-chief. The chief is
Florence Cayen.

To keep the family arguments
down in council chambers,
there has been equal represen-
tation from both the Thomas/
Michel families and the Cayen
families. When there is a Cayen
chief, the sub-chief is always a
Thomas or Michel. The council-
lor positions are also split
evenly, so no one family has an
advantage. Signing authority
for the band requires one Cayen
and one Thomas signature.
There’s also an oath of office.

“When we stepped in as chief
and sub-chief, both of us took a
solemn oath to forget our differ-
ences,” said Thomas, adding
that the oath was broken due to
“the hatred between the two
families.”

At a May 25 band meeting,
Chief Cayen raised her hand
with a majority of band mem-
bers to have the Thomas and
Michel families taken off jthe

band register and booted from
the community.

Since then, a mediator has
been brought in to smooth
things out and Indian and Inuit
Services are watching from a
distance because they consider
it to be an internal problem.

There have been attempts to
reconcile differences between
the feuding families, including
an invitation from Chief Cayen
to hold a healing circle, but the
Thomas and Michel families say
they aren’t interested.

“We told them: it’s too late,”
said Thomas.

Thomas said Hay River is
only a small community, so it is
difficult to have to see the other
band members after all the mud
slinging that has been going on.
At one point, just before the vote
to banish them, the families
were accused of bringing “bad
medicine” in the form of cancer
into the West Point community.

“Imean, where do they get this
kind of information from,” Tho-
mas said with a forced laugh.
“This is the 20th century, isn’t it?”

Repeated attempts to contact
Chief Cayen, or other members
of the Cayen family, were un-
successful. One band member
who did speak to Windspeaker
said the issue was a little too
sensitive right now for band of-
ficials to comment.

Uncertainty remains about
who is currently running the
West Point First Nation. Indian
and Inuit Services said the sides
have to work it out by them-
selves, the Thomas family wants
to take their names off the band
list, and the Cayen family isn’t
speaking at all.

One thing is for sure, said
Thomas.

“This isn’t over yet, as far as
we are concerned,” she said.

Although banishment was
carried out generations ago in
Aboriginal communities, Indian
affairs’ Cleary said this is the
first time he has encountered it
recently. In the past, a person
found guilty of an offence
against the community was of-
ten kicked out of the community
to fend for himself.

VLTs will likely stay, despite Lac La Ronge vote

By Sabrina Whyatt
Windspeaker Staff Writer

LAC LA RONGE, Sask.

Residents of Saskatchewan'’s
largest Native reserve have
jumped on the VLT dumping
bandwagon, recently voting to
eliminate the terminals from
their community. But they
won't easily sway the provincial
government.

Last month, 72 per cent of Lac
La Ronge, Sask. residents who
participated in the opinion poli
decided VLTs should go.

But the government isn’t pre-

pared to remove the terminals,

said Maynard Sonntag, the min-

ister responsible for gaming. He
said his office hasn’t received
the results of the vote yet.

The provincial government
has agreed to remove VLT5s from
isolated northern communities at
residents’ request, but Sonntag
said La Ronge, located about 300
km north of Saskatoon, isn’t con-
sidered isolated.

The minister said removing the
games won't solve gambling
problems, but added the govern-
ment is willing to work with the
community to address that issue.

“Those wanting to play VLTs

will just go to the next commu-
nity. Often, when someone is
addicted to gambling, they have
other related problems as well.
Removing the games will be just
pushing the problem on down
the line to the next community.”

Sonntag said the government
already regulates the number of
VLTs allowed in the province.
As it stands, there is a maximum
of 3,600 terminals allowed in
Saskatchewan. Come fall, the
government is looking towards
training terminal operators who
will watch for signs of VLT ad-
diction. There is also a toll free
number on the screens of the

games, so people with gambling
problems can call for help.
Sonntag pointed out that it is
within the rights of business
owners who have VLTs in their
businesses to remove them if

they so desire.

Band chief Harry Cook said
no political action has been
taken since the vote in Lac La
Ronge, but local leaders will
meet and outline a strategy and
then approach the provincial
government.

Cook has concerns that social
problems are escalating within
the community, and residents,
along with leaders, can’t ignore

such problem:s.

“Gambling, alcohol and drug
abuse are taking place in alarm-
ing amounts. We are trying to
deal with one thing at a time.
This (vote) is certainly a start,”
said the chief.

He added that unemploy-
ment, gambling, alcohol and
drug abuse are all part of an
ongoing cycle.

“The poor people are the ones
who have a lot of time on their
hands because they don’t work,
and therefore end up being
more susceptible to these addic-
tions. They believe one game
and they’ll win.”

Historic site leaves people divided over protection

By Sabrina Whyatt
Windspeaker Staff Writer

FORT MCKAY, Alta.

Divergent notions of preser-
vation have left a community
divided in a decision that essen-
tially should have one objective,
to preserve Aboriginal history.

Members of the Cree Burn
Lake Preservation Society, seek-
ing local support to protect

what they believe is an Abo-
riginal pre-historic site, are in
conflict with nearby Fort
McKay residents.

“By maintaining this land, we
can teach our young people
about our cultural ways,” said
society member Harvey Scanie.
“I want to set up sweat lodges,
interpretative centres and
trails on this site. This is for
future generations, and to
educate people, both Native

and non-Native.”

Considering the potential
for a tourism market, such a
site on Cree Burn Lake would
be economically feasible, said
Scanie, who doesn’t under-
stand why other leaders won't
back the initiative.

“I'm not getting any support
from the leadership at Fort
McKay. These chiefs are sup-
posed to be protecting the land;
that’s their job,” said Scanie.

Fort McKay Chief Jim
Boucher said he is protecting the
land, but has a different outlook
on the situation. On behalf on
the community Elders, Boucher
wants the land completely un-
disturbed.

“I have to agree with the
Elders, and they are against any
form of development. They just
want to continue to carry on tra-
ditional activities, like hunting,
trapping and fishing, that are

taking place now,” he said.

With a petition of nearly 200
signatures, members of the
preservation society are making
their stand in a unique manner.
For the past two weeks they have
resided in a tipi on Gordon Av-
enue in Fort McMurray and will
remain there until the arrival of
Premier Ralph Klein, whose visit
is scheduled for June 18 (past
Wmdspeaker press time).

(see Protection page 16.)
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- 20th ANNUAL WAKA MNE

CELEBRATION
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Ist: $500 & Jacket
Men's / Ladies'

2nd: $300

1st: $800 2nd: $500
Teen Boys' / Girls'

1st: $600 2nd: $250
Junior Boys' / Girls'

Ist: $400 2nd: $250

- Singing / Drumming
$4,500 TOTAL PRIZE

God's Lake Teepee Village

Traditional Grass/Jingle/Fancy
3rd: $200

Tiny Tots Paid Daily

¢ Dedicated to the 7th Generation

Golden Age Men's or Ladies’ Host Drum: Little boy & Hawk River

3rd: $200

| DANCE/D.].: Saturday, 7 pm - 2 am ($7.00 entry f
Traditional Grass/Jingle/Fancy S T ($7.00 entry fee)

3rd: $300

Traditional Grass/Jingle/Fancy
3rd: $150

M.C.: Sammy (Tone-kéi) White

Honor Drum: Little Island Cree

BALL TOURNAMENTS
Men's Fastball * Ladies’ Fastball

Girl's Bantam Fastball ¢ Junior Girl's Fastball
BASKETBALL, 3 ON 3 TOURNAMENT

GOLF TOURNAMENT
TRIBAL GIVEAWAY

*Alexis Band and the POWWOW Committee are not
responsible for lost or stolen articles and/or injuries
CONTACT: Economic Development (403) 967-2225
Ethel Potts Coordinator (403) b: 967-2225 h: 967-3462

July 1998

Custei

By Sabrina Whyatt
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HARDIN, Mont

A re-enactment of the n
controversial battle in Amer
Indian history is gaining re
nition from all over the wc
but members say the event
picts more than just a vic
war.

“It is a very strong portr
of brave people,” said L:
Lowe, public relations
ordinator for the re-enactr
of Custer’s last stand. “I
chance for audiences to sec
complexities of cultures, ar
portunity to show skills, t
tions and just the daily live
these people.”

She said the performance
the story of significant events
treaties from the perspectiv
the tribes who lived in the a

The original battle, that
place in 1876, was fought o
Little Bighorn River in rer
southeastern Montana betv
the U.S. army’s 7th cavalry
by Major General Ge:
Custer, and the Cheyenne
the Sioux.

Custer and his troops f
the largest Indian fighting |
ever assembled and v
outgunned by the Indi

Commus

By Sabrina Whyatt
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HULL,

The James Bay Cree of (
bec are aiming to set a prece
for other Aboriginal pe
across the country as they
ceed with new tactics to
serve their heritage.

The Canadian Museu:
Civilization and
Aanischaaukamikw Cull
Institute, anew umbrella g
of James Bay Cree cultural
cies, recently signed a M
randum of Understan
that’s expected to open‘doc
a new level of co-operativ
change.

“This will help us to pror
preserve and protect our
ture,” said centre co-ordis
Kenny Mianscum. “We en
age all Cree nations to fc
our example if they want |
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Custer's last stand performed again

S50 L0

:
&
peated attempts to contact By Sabrina Whyatt . None of Custer’s men survived :?‘
t Cayen, or other members Windspeaker Staff Writer thé battle. = % ;
e Cayen family, were un- onsequently, the Unite i
3ssful}.l One bar}lld member HARDIN, Montana States hu%ted dzwn the tribes ;
did speak to Windspeaker that took part in the battle. Some o
the issue was a little too A re-enactment of the most of the Sioux escaped to Canada, *«%
tive right now for band of- controversial battle in American including Sitting Bull (who did f
s to comment. Indian history is gaining recog- not take part in the battle.) Oth- .
certainty remains about nition from all over the world, ers were killed or imprisoned. i
is currently running the but members say the event de- The Cheyenne were exiled to F
Point First Nation. Indian picts more than just a vicious Indian territory after an attack 4
nuit Services said the sides war. on their villages. /
to work it out by them- “It is a very strong portrayal Out of a performance lasting 3
5, the Thomas family wants of brave people,” said Laura more than an hour, the battle 7
.e their names off the band Lowe, public relations co- scene takes only about 20 min- :
nd the Cayen family isn’t ordinator for the re-enactment utes, about as long as the origi- 4
ding at all. of Custer’s last stand. “It’s a nal. There are other elements to
e thing is for sure, said chance for audiences to see the the re-enactment, including 3
1as. complexities of cultures, an op- scenes depicting Indian tradi- 3
is isn’t over yet, as far as portunity to show skills, tradi- tions, the pioneer way of life, a ]
-e concerned,” she said. tions and just the daily lives of travois scene, and many others. f
hough banishment was these people.” “It is important knowing that y
d out generations ago in She said the performance tells 100 years ago this really did take ¢
iginal communities, Indian the story of significanteventsand  place. Everyone works together «1
s’ Cleary said this is the treaties from the perspectives of as a whole to make the re-enact- -
ime he has encountered it the tribes who lived in the area. = ment real. There is a camarade- ;;
tly. In the past, a person The original battle, that took .rie of one common goal - to make Ty “
St tghlzlito};ngfuiﬁyoéﬁngz ﬂ?tclg lgigzgnwﬁisfgf lgl? trgrr;glg ;t}gp%()&?tﬁhgx gig{agf ;Irllgn;in Thef re-enactment of Custer's last s.tand is getting attention from around the world. The four g
cked out of the community southeastern Montana between  excitement to work together to performances were held near Hardin, Montana at the end of June. 4
'd for himself. the U.S. army’s 7th cavalry, led portray the events and the peo- Luther said the cast members perience. Common interests in  to each performance. :
by Major General George ple,” said director Julie Luther.  often get very involved in the = history bring many from other =~ Lowe said the response tore- i
> Custer, and the Cheyenne and Cast members of the show  show, since many of them are regions to participate as well.”  enactment is so widespread be- 24
> e vOt e the Sioux. meet with people at the end of connected through ancestry. Organizers say the annual cause of the interest in the history P
Custer and his troops faced every performance to answer “It’s very important, because  performance has sparked a tre- of the American West and the o
problems. the largest Indian fighting force  questions. They say many audi- a lot of them are portraying mendous amount of interest mystery surrounding the battle. 5
ambling, alcohol and drug ever assembled and were encemembersare very affected their heritage. No one partici- - around the world, attracting be- “No one really knows for sure D
» are taking place in alarm- outgunned by the Indians. by the performance. pates for the money. Itis an ex- ~ tween 2,000 and 3,000 viewers what happened.” :
mounts. We are trying to ° ™ ‘ 1
with ane thing at atime Community paves the way to preserving culture :
he dcclluilf : h 1 By Sabrina Whyatt the same.” Museum of Civilization Corpo- 2
Ak ebl't at unemploy- Windspeaker Staff Writer Mianscum said non-Native ration, was one of the dozen )
’ %am ing, alcohol ‘and ~ people as well play a vital role representatives to sign the !
abusexare -all,pari;ofan HULL, Que. j, pe preservation process. memorandum and is delighted
B2 cxele, “We need outside people. We  with the accord. 3
e poor people are the ones The James Bay Cree of Que- need the support and expertise ~ “We are pleased and excited 3
?zve alot of time Y their bec are aiming to seta precedent of non-Natives. They are ad- about the possibilities presented H
e eca;Jse theyddon tt‘:’ ork, for other Aboriginal people vancing in these museums,and by this new MOU,” said :
ACFELRlc endulp g across the country as they pro- we’re just getting started. The MacDonald. “For us, this is a 4
s%eptébllg to these addic- ceed with new tactics to pre- Canadian Museum of Civiliza- mutually beneficial partnership, A
,le i },eve QuESame serve their heritage. tion is the most recognized in enabling us to offer technical 4
VY -2 M The Canadian Museum of - Canada. We need to work to- and curatorial expertise, while N
° Civilization and the getherand assisteach other,” he enhancing our own institutional £
)teCtlon Aanischaaukamikw Cultural said. knowledge of, and interaction operation, co-publications on time link, so museum visitors i
Institute, a new umbrella group The recent collaboration has with, the strong and vital com- Cree cultural history, loans, re- can interact with people in Ouje- i
y place now,” he said. of James Bay Cree cultural agen-  already been partly responsible munity of Ouje-Bougoumou. patriation and electronic net-  Bougoumou,” said MacDonald. i
h a petition of nearly 200 cies, recently signed a Memo- for the success of the cultural We view this as a first step to- working. One of the initiatives The museum now has 25 ac- g
tures, members of the randum of Understanding centre, tobelocated in the com- wards increased co-operation currently in place involves link-  tive memoranda of understand- H
vation society are making that's expected to opendoorsto  munity of Ouje-Bougoumou, and interchange in the areas of ing the web sites of themuseum ing with cultural or historical i
tand in a unique manner. a new level of co-operative ex- said Mianscum, adding that research, exhibition develop- with that of the Ouje- organizations. . 3
e past two weeks they have change. public support has escalated. ment and lending between our- Bougoumou community, an ini- Mianscum said Architect 5
d in a tipi on Gordon Av- “This will help us to promote, “It's been very effective in selves and many other Native tiative the museum helped de- Douglas Cardinal hasbeen hired ¢4
n Fort McMurray and will preserve and protect our cul- helping us in terms of funding communities.” velop. and is currently working on the g
n there until the arrival of ture,” said centre co-ordinator to build the actual structure for =~ The agreement is expected to ~ “This is the first time our web  design for the Aanischaau- -
er Ralph Klein, whose visit Kenny Mianscum. “We encour- the institute,” he said. set the stage for a number of fu- ~ site has .been linked so dlrec'tly kamikw Cu}tural Institute. Con-
eduled for June 18 (past age all Cree nations to follow Dr. George MacDonald, presi- ture projects in the areas of ex- with a First peoples community, struction is expected to get ]
peaker press time). our example if they want to do dent and CEO of the Canadian hibition creation, research co- and we hope to create a real- underway in about a year.
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It’s started. ..

A political party which calls itself Reform tried desperately last
month to find ways to keep the status quo. Leader Preston Manning
wants to allow politicians to overrule courts which follow the rule of
law in Canada.

Why?

Canadian courts have ruled that if you move onto someone else’s
land uninvited, ignore their existence because it’s inconvenient take
action to terminate that existence if it gets really inconvenient, and
assault them and their children with your own cultural values and
beliefs in the name of racial superiority, you're wrong.

When you reduce Delgamuukw and the June 5 B.C. Supreme Court
decision on vicarious liability for Indian residential schools to their
most basic form, that’s what they say, and that’s what the Reform
Party is against. :

Reform is against such “militant” judicial thinking, because it af-
fects the status quo. Small “c" conservatives want to keep things the
way they are, to conserve the present state of affairs.

“Hey, we're winning in this game. Don’t change the rules,” Re-
form is saying.

But the rules have been changed. When British Columbia’s pro-
vincial government ignorgd Delgamuukw and continued with busi-
ness as usual, the north west coastal Kitkatla band went to court for
an injunction against provincially licensed logging on their tradi-
tional territory, and won. Logging stopped. The court ruled that the
province and the company must include the Aboriginal title hold-
ers. It could be the beginning of the end of the marginalization of
Indigenous people in Canada.

Is that what the Reform Party is against?

First Nations governments are flexing their muscles. Chief Joe
Norton and his Kahnawake Mohawk Council are ready to charge
tolls on everything that crosses their territory if Quebec won't stop
treating them like colonial subjects. You might want to get out the
map and find the long way around if you plan to visit Montreal this
summer. And forget about using the St. Lawrence Seaway.

The time when politicians could get away with bullying Indig-
enous peoples appears to be over. If Canada accepts this and plays
fair, the change will be smoother.

If Preston Manning’s methods are employed . . .
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Reconstructing Aboriginal history

By Richard Wagamese
Windspeaker Contributor

At a recent conference on In-
digenous knowledge, I heard
speaker after speaker refer to the
tremendous spiritual heritage
from which Aboriginal people
spring. While, as an Ojibway,
such sentiments raised feelings
of pride, self-esteem and self-
worth, I was left troubled, both-
ered not so much by the more
Aboriginally-evangelical of the
speakers, or by what was said,
but rather by a sense of the
value of the unspoken.

As Aboriginal people, we are
taught by our Elders, academ-
ics and each other that our pre-
settlement lives were guided by
a profound sense of the sacred.
I have no argument with this,
and, in fact, would defend it rig-
orously.

However, we have become
somewhat spiritually self-right-
eous through the years and of-
ten over the fact that pre-colo-
nial Canada was not all
sweetgrass, sweat lodges and
sunsets. Life was hard. Diffi-
culty brings its accompanying
ills, so that no matter how much
we espouse the view of our-
selves as staunch spiritual tribes
and entities, it could not have
been possible. Or, at least, con-

trary to what we tell ourselves

— a perpetual condition.

In any human group there are
always those less traditional,
tribal or true. Our circles at that
time, just as now, included
thieves, liars, back-sliders, mur-
derers, the immoral and the dis-
believing.

There were territorial con-
flicts, wars, civil disputes, argu-

ments and resentment. There
had to be. The day in, day out
life among a kinetic group of
people virtually predicates the
presence of minor or major in-
ter-personal strife of some kind.

That is not to disrespect the
traditional values on which our
cultures thrive today. Nor is it
to denigrate the incredibly em-
powering teachings tribal
Elders and wisdom keepers
continue to pass on to new gen-
erations.

And it is certainly not an at-
tempt to down play the role of
ceremony, ritual and spiritual-
ity in our homes and communi-
ties. Rather, it’s an effort to re-
direct the way in which Aborigi-
nal people regard themselves
and their histories. Because de-
nial is a degenerative disease
that, in the end, results in a dis-
torted reality, a false perspective
and a less than spiritually en-
hancing condition.

For us to continue to roman-
ticize our past is to create grave
dangers for the generations to
follow. As long as we continue
to perpetuate the belief that we
were perfect spiritual nations
until the invasion of North
America, we continue to incul-
cate the belief amongst our-
selves that we need to be per-
fectly spiritual today.

Such idealism has provided
us with a foundation for the es-
tablishment of powerful healing
circles, centres, practices, and
organizations, but it has also
created a potentially harmful
cultural mythology, a mythol-
ogy that states that anything less
than purely traditional is not
traditional at all.

To deny the fact that our pre-
settlement lives were often less
than perfect creates the illusion
that in order to truly be Aborigi-
nal today we need to assume the
same emotional, intellectual,
physical and spiritual personas.

Such is not the case.

You do not need to wear
braids to qualify as Aboriginal.
You do not need to be able to
dance powwow, drum, sing or
make a dreamcatcher to qualify.
You do not need to own a tradi-
tional name. In fact, because of
history and its effects, you do
not even need to be able to
speak your language, to know
your tribal lineage, or to have
been to a sweatlodge, sundance
or pipe ceremony to count ei-
ther. More importantly, you do
not need to completely under-
stand the traditional underpin-
nings of your particular culture
to be an Aboriginal person. All
you need is the belief. Being In-
dian, like being Sikh, Maori,
Serb or Canadian, is an inside
truth you carry with you al-
ways.

When we insist our tribal lives
were models of purity, morality,
dignity and the profound, we
place pressure on our contempo-
rary lives. We create a deep sense
of cultural guilt. To fall short of
the ideal, to make mistakes, tonot
know certain things, to not know
how to do certain things, raises
feelings of unworthiness, defen-
siveness, anger and guilt.
Behaviors arise that are less than
culturally positive.

We create disillusioned youth.
We create ambivalent commu-
nities. We create politicians mo-
tivated more on proving their
Aboriginality than the political
agendas they are elected to
carry out.

We create a professional elite
more intent on networking and
displaying themselves
Aboriginally than effecting
change in their neighborhoods
and communities. We create cul-
turally embarrassed individuals
who display culture and spiritu-
ality more than actually
practicing them.

(see History page 18)
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More sensitivity needed in dealing with culture

Dear Editor:

After reading the letter written
by Ms. [Buffy] Sainte-Marie and
reading the response by Mr. Bell,
I felt the need to respond.

I found Ms. Sainte-Marie’s let-
ter to be quite appropriate in ad-
dressing a concern. Mr. Bell
stated in his response that Buffy
needs to relearn the first teach-
ing of “Native 101", that being
respect. I feel that Mr. Bell is con-
fused in his approach. As tradi-
tional educators, we always try

to show respect for the person,
but, at the same time, sometimes
we have to respond to a person’s
actions. I believe that Ms. Sainte-
Marie tried to do that, while still
addressing what she saw as a
concern.

I have had similar experience
with the staff that works with Mr.
Bell. I was one of many
Haudenesaunee protesters who
spoke against using the false face
masks, long before show time
ever approached. I was some-

Dear Editor:

Ijust received my first issue of
Windspeaker. It’s great to see a
newspaper such as yours regard-
ing Aboriginal culture and
what'’s going on in other reserves,
their problems and highlights. To
me, it’s a very happening paper.
You’ve got news from all over
this continent.

My heart goes out to the Tsuu
T’ina First Nation and, especially,
to the family of Connie and Ty
Jacobs, for they will be sadly
missed by everyone who lives on
and off reserves.

I would like to know the
whereabouts of a Rochelle and

OTTER

ALRIGHT GRANMA }
LOOK WAAT T WON | WHUT.

Looking for old friends

Sam. I don’t remember their last
name, but they moved to Ed-
monton, Alta. in 1992. They used
to live in Scarborough at Kington
Road at the Gabriel Dumont
duplexes. I used to go to school
in Toronto. My cuz ].D. and I al-
ways used to hang out with
them. I would like to get in touch
with old friends and correspond
with them out west, so can some-
one pass this information on to
them?

They can write me at
Brampton, Ont., Box 1888, L6V
2P1.

All my relations.
Darren Cheezo

|
AT ’\?S(HOM.

what impolitely told that Mr. Bell
isa credit to his race and, as such,
if I have a problem with his us-
ing the masks, I should approach
Six Nations Reserve, because that
is where the masks came from.
It sounds to me a bit like, if I
have a problem with a man us-
ing drugs at work, rather than
approach him, I should go after
‘the drug dealers who sold him
the stuff. Mr. Bell is not known
to be a person who is involved
in following our traditions, so, in

that context, I can see him hav-
ing little regard for the sacredness
of some of these dances and sa-
cred items. I believe there were
people who tried, on numerous
occasions, to address these issues,
only to be shut up by non-Native
staff who work for Mr. Bell and
are so proud of him being a credit
to his race.

I have to congratulate Mr. Bell
on his career. He has done a fine
job. I1believe he justneeds tobe a
little more sensitive, culturally.

As a man, he deserves a lot of
credit and respect. I offer that to
him, graciously. I would only ask
that, if he has cultural advisors
who work with him to plan his

shows, that maybe he adds a few

more who have a little more
knowledge of Aboriginal tradi-
tions and culture. Idon't wish Mr.
Bell any ill will, only the best. I
hope we will continue to see even
better productions in the future.
Terry Widrick

Selkirk, MB
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Community EVENTS |

To include your event in this calendar,
please call (403) 455-2700 or

1-800-661-5469 or fax: (403) 455-7639 or
Email: edwind@ammsa.com

25TH ANNIVERSARY POUNDMAKER'S LODGE POWWOW
July 3- 5, 1998 St. Albert, AB (403) 458-1884

RED PHEASANT FIRST NATIONS COMPETITION
POWWOW
July 3 - 5, 1998 Red Pheasant, SK (306) 937-7717

| AABITA-NIIBING POWWOW

July 3 - 5, 1998 Cass Lake, MN (218) 335-8289 or (218) 335-6960

CALGARY STAMPEDE
July 3-12, 1998 Calgary, AB 1-800-661-1260

7TH ANNUAL ABORIGINAL ROLE MODELS HOCKEY
SCHOOL
July 6 - 11, 1998 Lloydminster, SK/AB (306) 825-7443

BANFF ARTS FESTIVAL
July 9 - 12, 1998 Banff, AB (403) 726-6301 or 1-800-413-8368

RED RIVER WEST METIS CULTURAL FESTIVAL

| July 10 - 13, 1998 Bright Angle Park, BC (250) 537-5755

HIGHWAY OF LIFE
July 10 - 19, 1998 Gimli, MB (204) 783-2976

KANEHSATAKE TRADITIONAL POWWOW
July 11 - 12, 1998 Kanehsatake, QC (514) 479-8881

SECWEPEMC DAYS 1ST ANNUAL ALL INDIAN RODEO
July 11 - 12, 1998 Williams Lake, BC (250) 440-5765 Irene

ALEXIS FIRST NATION 20TH ANNUAL POWWOW
July 16 - 19, 1998 Alexis Indian Band, AB (403) 967-2225
see ad page 4

KLONDIKE DAYS '98
July 16 - 25, 1998 Edmonton, AB 1 888 800-7275

25TH HONOR THE EARTH POWWOW
July 17 - 19, 1998 Lac Courte Oreilles, WI (715) 634-8924

MEE-GWITCH-MAHNOMEN POWWOW
July 17 - 19, 1998 Cass Lake, MN (218) 335-8331 Bruce

17TH ANNUAL SKWLAX POWWOW
July 17 - 19, 1998 Squilax, BC (250) 679-3203

QWESQI'S 2ND ANNUAL SLOWPITCH TOURNAMENT
July 18 - 19, 1998 Williams Lake, BC (250) 440-5799

TSUU T'INA CELEBRATION EVENTS
July 23 - 26, 1998 Tsuu T'ina, AB (403) 281-4455 see ad page 31

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES: ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY
HEALTH PLANNING WORKSHOPS
July 23 - 24, 1998 Winnipeg, MB (204) 896-3449 see ad page 5

THUNDERCHILD FIRST NATION 33RD ANNUAL
COMPETITION POWWOW
July 24 - 26, 1998 Thunder Child, SK (306) 845-3316 Leonard

DENESOLINE GATHERING '98
July 24 - 31, 1998 Lutsel K'e, NWT (867) 370-3051 see ad page 13

1998 NUU-CHAH-NULTH TLU-PIICH GAMES
July 24 - Aug. 3, 1998 Port Alberni, BC (250) 724-5757 Sherri

HAZELTON YPAA 25TH ANNUAL SOCCER TOURNAMENT

July 31 - Aug. 3, 1998 Hazelton, BC (250) 842-5499 or 842-2248
see ad page 20

BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE
July 31 - Aug. 2, 1998 Camrose, AB 1-888-404-1234

WIKWEMIKONG 38TH ANNUAL POWWOW
Aug. 1 -3, 1998 Wikwemikong, ON (705) 859-2385

WHITEFISH LAKE FIRST NATION 9TH ANNUAL YOUTH
CONFERENCE

Aug. 3 - 6, 1998 Atikameg, AB (403) 767-3914 see ad page 17

PEEPEEKISIS FIRST NATION - FOLLOW YOUR DREAM
ARTS FESTIVAL

Aug. 7 - 8, 1998 Regina, AB (306) 585-8450 see ad page 11
WABAMUN LAKE ANNUAL COMPETITION POWWOW
Aug. 7 - 9, 1998 Wabamun Lake, AB (403) 892-2691

19TH ANNUAL KAMLOOPA POWWOW
Aug. 14 - 16, 1998 Kamloops, BC (250) 314-1535 see ad page 18

FOUR BANDS (S.0.C.K.) P.1.R.A. RODEO
Aug. 21 - 23, 1998 Ochapowace First Nation, SK (306) 696-3540

NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE OF MONTREAL 17TH
ANNULA POWWOW

Sept. 12 - 13, 1998 Marché Bonsecours, QC (514) 499-1854
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Order of Ontario medal for
first female band councillor

By Bryan Phelan
Windspeaker Corntributor

Kitchenuhmaykoosib, Ont.

An 84-year-old Kitchenuh-
maykoosib (Big Trout Lake)
woman believed to be the prov-
ince’s first female band council-
lor received the Order of Ontario.

Marion Anderson was one of
21 “exceptional individuals”
recognized with medals by Lt.-
Gov. Hilary Weston in a May 27
evening ceremony at Queen’s
Park, the site of the provincial
legislature. The Order of Ontario
is considered the province’s
highest honor.

“She has shown great leader-
ship through her involvement in
local politics, voluntarism, mid-
wifery and through her contin-
ued effort to improve working
conditions for her people,” the
provincial awards advisory
council, headed by Chief Justice
Roy McMurtry, noted in recog-
nizing Anderson.

Now retired, she first became
a band councillor in 1950.

“I'm very grateful,” Anderson
said in her native Oji-Cree lan-
guage, just before leaving home
for the trip to Toronto. “It makes
the sacrifices I've made seem
worth it.”

Anderson’s son-in-law, 73-
year-old Daniel Cutfeet, said she
has always been a person oth-
ers turn to for advice and help.

Outside of
Kitchenuhmaykoosib,
Anderson was an Elder advisor
at regional chiefs meetings and
for the Northern Nishnawbe
Education Council.

BRYAN PHELAN

Order of Ontario recipient Marion Anderson with husband
Mike get ready for the trip to Toronto.

“Those are just some of the
importantroles she’s filled, but
she’s also one of the people
cooking at community
cookouts or helping with home
care,” said Cutfeet. “And when
the church burned, she used to
take women out to get lumber
that was needed.”

Anderson’s physical strength
and skills in trapping, hunting
and fishing are legendary
among those of her generation
in Kitchenuhmaykoosib, a fly-
in community 440 km northeast
of Sioux Lookout.

“She had the strength and
stamina of a man,” said Eliza
Childs, 76, Anderson’s niece.

“Marion used to leave early
in the morning to walk to Bear-

skin Lake and get there when
there was still daylight.” It’s a
75-kilometre trip between the
remote communities.

“She had no fear of anything,”
Childs added. “I would be
afraid to chase her across the
lake during break-up and
freeze-up, but she knew the
land, waterways and ice. She
fell through the ice several
times, but I would just throw
her a rope, like a cowboy with a
lasso.”

Anderson, married to Mike,
gave birth to 10 children, and
involved them in her work as a
midwife when families in
Kitchenuhmaykoosib still lived
in tipis and tents.

(see Anderson page 18)
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HOST DRUM:
CO-HOST DRUM:
INVITED DRUM:

HEAD DANCERS:

ARENA DIRECTOR

I MASTER OF CEREMONIES:

Plpestone Creek Smgers (Onion Lake, Saskatchewan)

iBlackstone Smgers (Sweetgrass Saskatchewan)
Fly-In Eagle ( Cutkmfe, Saskatchewan)

Er1c Robmson (Mamtoha)
Archll Cheecho ( Ontario)

Ben LoveJoy ( S;sseton South Dakota)
Della Lovejoy- ( Stsseton South Dakota)

" Full Honorarlum for first 5 drums to register (N o Call Ins)
Eance Specmls for Men's & Women's ALL CATEGORIES
k| "’ Honorariums available to all dancers
- Trader Fee: $150.00 for the weekend

For further information
Larry House (819) 855-2717
Tommy Bobbish (819) 855-2420 (Eveninds)
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Lexicon of Aboriginal trivia from A to Z

With the growing interest in
all things Native, a few small
but interesting details about
everyday (or not so everyday)
Aboriginal life sometimes fall
through the cracks. The follow-
ing are tidbits of trivia for the
consumer to do with them what
they please.

Apache: In the movie Rambo
II, Sylvester Stallone’s killing
machine character is reported as
being half-German and half-
Apache. One government agent
in the film sums it up by saying
“God, what a mix!”

Break a leg: In reference to the
two famous confrontations that
happened in Wounded Knee,
South Dakota, Native actors
hoping for a good show, instead
of “break a leg”, use the term
“Wounded Knee.”

Crum: George Crum, a Native
cook working at the Saratoga
Springs Resort in New York ac-
cidentally invented the potato
chip in 1853. When a customer
complained the fried potato
wedges he was served were too
big and not salty enough, Crum
retaliated by serving the gentle-
man wafer thin slices covered in
salt, as ajoke. Evidently the joke
took off.

Dartmouth: This top notch

American Ivy League Univer-
sity located in New Hampshire
originally started out as a semi-
nary for educating American
Indians. Instead of an institute
for bluebloods, it was for red-
skins.

Education: Having an MBA
now stands for having Mixed
Blood Ancestry. Or Me Big Abo-
riginal.

EB.I.: Amongst Native Na-
tions in ‘America, FB.I. stands
for Full Blooded Indian, while
in Canada, DIA (Department of
Indian Affairs) now stands for
those “Damn Indian Agents.”

Grey Owl: While known as a
famous Aboriginal impersona-
tor, this Englishman claimed to
actually be half Jacarilla Apache,
not Ojibway or Cree as his Ca-
nadian mythology would sug-
gest. He may even possibly be
related to Rambo.

Hui Shun: A Chinese Bud-
dhist priest and explorer who
supposedly “discovered”
America in 458 A.D. and tried
to convert local Indians to Bud-
dhism. Allegedly he named
Guatemala in honor of
Gautama Buddha.

Indian Summer: The politi-
cally correct now refer to this
time of fall as “First Nations
Summer.” I kid you not.

Jobs: Though Native people
in the United States make up
less then one per cent-of the
overall population, they are,
however, calculated to be
more than 10 per cent (a lot of
them Iroquois) of the high iron
workforce, building skyscrap-
ers, bridges and the like.

Kemosaabe: Kemosaabe is an
actual word in the Ojibway lan-
guage. It means “to peek or look
through i.e. a mask”. A liberal

You found it where"

Outfitter Wall Tents

White 110z Poly/Cotton Canvas
waterproof and mildew resistant
rear window with screen and flap

6" asbestos stove pipe ring with flop,
outside ridge ties & ropes included,

1 foot sod cloth tent carry bag

included

I— Used Outfitter Tents Available

translation might also include a
peeping Tom.

Little Bighorn: The only non-
Native survivor of Custer’s Sev-
enth Cavalry was a horse ironi-
cally called Commanche, ridden
by a Capt. Keogh. The horse
suffered seven wounds, three
of them serious. Treated as a
war hero, the horse lived un-
til 1893 when he died at the
age of 30.

May, Karl: One of Hitler’s
favorite authors was Karl May
who, at the turn of the century,
wrote a series of books roman-
ticizing the American Indian in

-the old West. May’s books are

still in print and popular in Ger-
many. Many put them at the

root of German pre-occupation

with Native people.

Names: Pocohontas was not
her real name. It was actually a
nickname given to her by her
father. It means “playful one.”
Her real name was actually
Matoaka.

Ouch: The translation of this
word varies from community to
commumty In Curve Lake you
would say “owe-ee,” where as
on Manitoulin Island the pro-
nunciation would be “eye-yow,”
and in at least one reserve in
southwestern Ontario it would

FAMILY » FRIENDS » YOUR HOUSE © YOUR CAR ¢ YOUR HEALTH

How much are you
willing to lose before
your luck changes?

If Gambling has become a problem
call us. We provide in-treatment as
well as mobile treatment for
GAMBLERS in your community.

“eee-yow”. Tyendinaga uses the
term “agee” and claim the word
hockey is derived from it; when
white people saw Mohawks be-
ing slammed against the boards,
they could cry out “agee” in
pain.

Pool: These days, in playing
the game of pool, after sinking
the first ball, instead of calling
stripes/highball, or colors/
lowball, trendy Natives now call
“halfbreeds or fullbreeds.”

Quipu: Elaborately knotted
strings with which the Incas re-
corded virtually every impor-
tant aspect of their civilization.
The position and number of
knots on each individual string
had a precise meaning. It was
their form of writing and ac-
counting.

Recreational Vehicles: The
Winnebago Nation, located
along the shores of Lake Supe-
rior, have officially changed
their name to Hocak Wyijaci.
Put that on an RV.

Saugeen: A Native reserve in
Ontario that is investigating the
possibility of unionizing the
band office, a first in First Na-
tions — Saugeen local 001. Only
problem — who would care if
the band office went on strike?

(see Lexicon page 17.)
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