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COLD LAKE, Alta.

The formation of the Prim-
rose Lake Air Weapons Range
meant genocide for the people
of Cold Lake First Nations, who
trapped and hunted extensively
on that land.

"Genocide means extermina-
tion of a culture, and that way of
lifehas beenlost,” Ernest Ennow
told a special commission on
Indian claims, which recently
held an inquiry at the band's
administration hall.

Ennow and 20 other Cold
Lake elders told the commission
that the air weapons range,
formed by the federal Depart-
ment of National Defence, meant
the beginning of the end forwhat
wasa self-sufficient trappingand
hunting culture.

"We didn't know what poor
was. We didn't know what so-

cialassistance was. Welived off
the wildlife," said 73-year-old
Genevieve Andrews, who
spoke on the first day of the
hearings.

Ennow, 63, made his living
trapping and fishing with his
grandfather, Jean-Baptiste
Ennow, on the 2.88 million
acres of land northwest of
Grand Centre.

The land was tumed into an
air weapons range by the De-
partmentof National Defence in
1953.

Over the course of seven
years, the federal government
made three compensation pay-
ments to Cold Lake First Na-
tions people for losses of in-
comeand trapping equipment,
which they abandoned on the
range when they left. Those
payments ended in 1960, when
National Defence made its fi-
nal payment of $169,000, on
the condition the aboriginals
sign quit-claims and release the
government department from
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Elders tell a story of g\

By Jon Harding
Grand Centre Sun

any further obligation.

Ennow said he was one of
the original members of a small
committee set up in the late 1950s
to find out why payments for
the 20-yearlease agreement were
hung up.

"We asked questions and
‘wrote letters through Indian Af-
fairs and tried to persuade other
Indians not to sign the quit-
claims,” he said. "The clause of
the sale was never explained.”

Elder Pierre Herman said
many who signed didn't know
what they were signing.

"We signed to get money,
with no explanation or transla-
tion to Chipewyan," he said.

Ennow told the commission
an agreement meant two peo-
ple sitting and discussing a
matter.

"This was not an agree-
ment.”

Many people signed quit-
claims out of desperation for
money or because they thought
they could return to the land

after 20 years was up.

"They (Indian Affairs) said,
'Take it or leave it. You better
take it now or the money will go
back to Ottawa and who knows
how long you'll have to wait
then.' People started signing out
of frustration,” Ennow said.

Ennow and the others went
back in time 40 years for the
benefit of three panel members
of the Indian Claims Commis-
sion, set up by Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney to conduct im-
partial inquiries into land claim
disputes between government
and First Nation people.

Cold Lake filed a $30 million
lawsuit against the federal gov-
ernment in 1990, claiming the
government did not bargain the
20-year Primrose Lake lease
agreement, and further exten-
sions, in good faith.

The lawsuit also claims the
government breached legal ob-
ligations as set out in the Royal
Proclamation of Treaty Six.

Continued on Page 7.
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1992 saw the birth of an Inuit homeland an d

JANUARY

Court battle looms

for Inuit land deal

Northern Saskatchewan's Dene bands
served notice they planned to throw
up legal road-blocks against the larg-
est land claim in Canadian history.
The $580-million Nunavut settlement
overlapped with traditional Dene lands
and threatened the band's develop-
ment opportunities, claimed Prince
Albert Tribal Council spokesman John
Dantouze. A federal judge later over-
ruled the band's request for an injunc-
tion against Nunavut, saying the land
claim did not limit traditional hunting
and trapping in the disputed region.

Hobbema chosen

as site for First Nations jail
The federal government announced
the central Alberta community of
Hobbema will become home to Cana-
da’s first jail run for and by first nation
communities. The $8-million pilot
project is a joint venture between Ot-
tawa and the Samson band. The mini-
mum security jail will house up to 50
inmates and create more than 30 full-
time jobs for area residents. Samson
chief Victor Buffalo said thejail should
be a useful tool for local crime preven-
tion.

FEBRUARY

LaChance inquiry announced
The Saskatchewan government an-
nounced a special inquiry into the
shooting death of Leo LaChance by
Carney Nerland after a year of pro-
tests over the handling of the case
against the racist leader. "There have
been questions raised regarding a
number of aspects of this case,” Sas-
katchewan Justice Minister Bob
Mitchell said. "I want to ensure those
concerns are addressed so people have
faith in the execution of justice."
Nerland received a four-year sentence
for manslaughter after shooting
LaChance, a Whitefish Cree, through
the door of his gun shop in Prince
Albert, Sask. Nerland is the self-pro-
claimed head of a Saskatchewan racist
group called the Church of Jesus Christ
Aryan Nations.

Mercredi calls for

distinct society status
Assembly of First Nations chief Ovide
Mercredi fired the opening salvos of
what was tobecome a year-long drive
towards constitutional recognition
with demands for distinct society sta-
tus. Mercredi said it was unfair to
single out Quebec for extra culture
and language funding without pro-
viding the same programs for first
nations. But other leaders did notjoin
the call, saying Mercredi shouldn't
getintoadebate over words that might
steer away from self-government de-
mands.

MARCH

NWAC launches

first constitutional salvo

The Native Women's Association
started their unsuccessful drive for a
seat at the constitutional table with a
lawsuit attempting to block funding
for the four groups who had been
invited. Spokesman Gail Stacey-
Moore said women's concerns would
not be heard during negotiations if
only male-dominated groups were
directly involved with negotiations.
Whether the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms should apply to

Map of the Boundary for
Division of the
Northwest Territories

self-government was a big issue for
the association. It said charter protec-
tion was essential to ensuring gender
equality at the community level. A
federal court later dismissed the case.
The association wonan appeal, butby
then the deal was finished.

Nepoose freed

as court calls for new trial
Wilson Nepoose, who spent five years
in jail for a murder he says he didn't
commit, was freed after a special in-
quiry and the Alberta Court of Ap-
peal overturned his original convic-
tion. A new trial was ordered for the
47-year-old Hobbema man, but the
provincial government dropped the
case and said they didn't have enough
evidence to win a second time rotind.
Nepoose's fortunes turned around
when one of the star witnesses at his
original trial said she lied in her testi-
mony.

APRIL

Chiefs raise doubt

over self-government proposals
Despite pleas for "one voice" at the
constitutional table from Assembly of
First Nations chief Ovide Mercredi,
treaty chiefs in western Canada raised
doubts self-government proposals
worked in their favor. Entrenching the
right in a future constitution could be
a "trap” to re-open the traditional trea-
ties, Alberta's Beaver Lake chief Al
Lameman warned at an all-chiefs con-
ference in Edmonton. "As a chief of
Treaty 6, I would never want to do
that,” he told more than 1,000 delegates.
But Mercredi said it would take years
to reach self-government if the current
opportunities were not acted upon.

Alberta asks that Riel

be cleared of treason
charges

Following an official recognitionin Par-
liament of Louis Riel's contribution to
the founding of Canada, the Alberta
government asked Ottawa to clear the
19th century Metis leader once and for
all. The province sent a petition to the
federal justice department asking Riel
be cleared of the treason charges for
which he was hanged in 1885 follow-
ing arebellion for Metis rights. Alberta
Metis Nation president Larry
Desmeules said clearing the charges
would help correct a historical misin-
terpretation of Riel's actions.

MAY

Federal report takes
Oldman dam project to task
A leaked copy of Ottawa's environ-
mental review of southern Alberta's
controversial Oldman River dam said
the project raises serious concerns. The
report faulted Ottawa for not uphold-
ing fiduciary responsibilities to the re-
gion's Nativecommunities and warned
of damage to the local trout fishery
and wildlife habitats. While the re-
view recommended decommissioning
the $380-million irrigation project, it
also laid out measures to prevent envi-
ronmental damage if the dam pro-
ceeded.

Ottawa announces $160

million child welfare project
Indian Affairs Minister Tom Siddon
announced a multi-milliondollar child
welfare program to help solve on-re-
serve problems with substance abuse,
suicide, health and after-school care.
But the initiative drew quick criticism
for failing to reach the majority of Na-

tive children. "This package means
nothing to off-reserve kids," said
Conrad Saulis, chairman of the Native
Council of Canada's three-year study
on off-reserve child care needs. Saulis
said the program will only benefit
about one-third of Native children. The
federal government said it didn't in-
clude off-reserve programs because
they are a provincial responsibility.

JUNE

LaChance inquiry

starts public hearings

An inquiry into the shooting of Leo
LaChance by racist leader Carney
Nerland swung into action in Sas-
katchewan with gruesome details of
the shootings and accusations against
local police. During the opening ses-
sion, the three-member task force
learned how Nerland refused to let a
passer-by use his telephone to call an
ambulance for LaChance, who lay
bleeding on a sidewalk. A Prince
Albert police officer testified he be-
lieved some people on the 65-member
city force sympathized with Nerland's
racist views. Police photographs also
showed that Nerland was at the scene
of the investigation outside his store,
a break with normal police proce-
dures.

Manitoba social services

inquiry mushrooms
An inquiry into the 1988 suicide of a

teenage boy from Sandy Bay bal-
looned out into something approach-
ing a full-scale investigation of the
Dakota-Ojibway Family and Social
Services. During weeks of stinging
testimony, witnesses told inquiry
head Justice Brian Geisbrecht several
stories of political interference in child
care delivery by members of band
councils. When Geisbrecht finished
the inquiry, he issued a stinging re-
portsaying the current system of child
care on the reserves and various lev-
els of government were failing in their
missions.

JuLyY

Constitutional deal reached
A blueprint on the agreement that
would later become part of the
doomed Charlottetown accord was
reached between Native leaders and
the provincial premiers. While lead-
ers in the regions said the deal repre-
sented progress, they also served no-
tice it still had a number of hurdles to
clear at the community level. Phil
Fontaine, head of the Assembly of
Manitoba Chiefs, said any deal emerg-
ing from Ottawa would have to ap-
proved by vote from his organiza-
tion. The Native Women's Associa-
tion of Canadaalso criticized the proc-
ess for notdealing with gender-equal-
ity issues.

Mohawks acquitted of Oka
charges

A Montreal jury cleared 37 Mohawks
of dozens of charges stemming from
the 1990 blockade at Oka. The acquit-
tals meant only three people were con-
victed by juries out of the 40 arrested
at the end of the 78-day stand-off
against Quebec police and the Cana-
dian army. "The acquittals mean rec-
ognition, recognition that we are a
people,”said warrior Robert (Mad Jap)
Skidders, adding that the jury agreed
with defence arguments saying the
blockades went with peaceful inten-
tions. About 30 other people pleaded
guilty or were convicted in non-jury
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Dana Wagg

Thejury atthe trial of 37 Mohawks whose charges stemmed from the Oka stand-
off agreed with the defence arguments that the blockade went with peaceful
intentions, as evidenced by this man out for a stroll with his dog.

trials following the land rights crisis.

AUGUST

LaChance inquiry bogs down
over secrecy issues

The RCMP won their appeal in a Sas-
katchewan court to conceal the name
of a secret informant whose identity
became a leading issue at the inquiry
into the shooting of Leo LaChance.
The inquiry attempted to appeal the
ruling to the Supreme Court of
Canada, but were denied the oppor-
tunity to make their case to the coun-
try's highest court. Rumors circulated
by the media said the informant was
racist leader Carney Nerland, who
was convicted of manslaughter for
shooting LaChance. The Prince Albert
Tribal Council later made a public
statement identifying Nerland as the
informantbased onreports from their
lawyer. The issue remains officially
unresolved.

Lubicon get new offer,
but it doesn't look good

Ottawa came out with a new set of
numbers in an attempt to get the 50-
year-old Lubicon land claim in north-
ern Alberta moving again. But after
reviewing the offer, Lubicon chief
Bernard Ominayak said it simply jug-
gled the same old number and didn't
offer anything new. Talks about a
settlement are still bogged down over
whether Ottawa will agree to pay
compensation for resources extracted
from the band's traditional area for
all the years they have lived without
a claim.

SEPTEMBER

Missing salmon fan fishing feud
Tempers reached a boiling point in
the war of words between Native
and non-Native commercial fisher-
men over the disappearance of half
a million fish ftom the Fraser River
in British Columbia. Non-Native
fishermen blamed a pilot project
allowing bands to sell their catch
for the first time in 100 years for the
shortfall. But Native fishermen de-
nied responsibility and claimed Ot-
tawa had mismanaged the resource.
A federally-sponsored inquiry later
blamed over-fishing by all resource
users and recommended changes to
management regimes on the river.

Yes and No referendum
campaigns swing into high
With only a few weeks to get infor-
mation on the Charlottetown ac-
cord constitutional deal out to the
communities, both sides of the de-
bate swung into action on highly
politicized campaigns. Assembly
of First Nations chief Ovide
Mercredi launched the Yes argu-
ments in Regina, saying self-gov-
ernment isaright, nota gift. Treaty
leaders in Canada, meanwhile,
dropped out of the process and in
some cases refused to let Elections
Canada put referendum polling
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stations on their reserves.

Assembly of First Nations chief Ovide
Mercredi led the "Yes" side in the bid
to pass the Charlottetown Accord.

OCTOBER
And the NO's h;ve it

The Charlottetown accord was shot
down in flames by a national referen-
dum after more than a year of negotia-
tions, conferences and round-table dis-
cussions on constitutional change.
About 60 per cent of Canadians voted
against the sweeping package of re-
forms that would have made self-gov-
ernment part of Canada's fundamen-
tal law. Opposition was high in first
nation communities, especially in
treaty communities where the deal was
seen as a threat to the existing agree-
ments. Assembly of First Nations chief
Ovide Mercredi said first nations
would now have to achieve self-gov-
ernment by unilaterally asserting their
authority.

Columbus: First nations

put a twist on anniversary
Native communities across North
and South America marked the 500th
anniversary of Columbus'sarrival in
the West with a series of protests and
demonstrations. In Winnipeg about
400 people rallied outside the pro-
vincial legislature as a reminder of
the devastation visited on first na-
tions by western colonization. Pro-
testers in Edmonton scuffled briefly
with members of the Knights of
Columbus during their annual pa-
rade celebrating the Italian explorer.
An Equadorian Native-rights group
dynamited the Pan-American High-
way in protest of the anniversary.
Meanwhile some U.S. cities cancelled
festivities, fearing disruptive pro-
tests.

NOVEMBER :

Inuit ratify largest land claim
in Canadian history

Inuit voters in the Northwest Terri-
tories voted overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of a massive land claim that will
lead to the creation of the Nunavut
territory. The $1-billion deal was
approved by more than 70 per cent of
people who cast ballots and will lead
to the creation of a self-governing
Inuit homeland by the turn of the
century. "There were tears of joy. . ..
I've been waiting 17 years for this
day," said Jack Kupena, vice-presi-
dent of the Inuit land claim organiza-
tion, as the final votes were counted.
Despite overlap issues with Dene
bands in the western N.W.T, Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba, Inuit lead-
ers said they were optimistic about
the future. N.W.T. Constitutional
Affairs Minister Steve Kakfwi called
the settlement a "lesson for all abo-

arlottetown Accord

riginal people across Canada."

Self-government road

long and expensive

Following the collapse of the
Charlottetown accord, senior govern-
ment officials said the only road now
open to self-government is long and
expensive negotiations. "You can only
be as sovereign as others are willing to
recognize. Legitimacy dependsonyour
ability to govern and that is an expen-
sive process,” said Gordon Shanks, In-
dian Affairs director general of govern-
ment relations. But Assembly of First
Nations chief Ovide Mercredi contin-
ued his calls for communities to de-
velop their own laws based on custom
and tradition. "Rather than waiting for
the constitutional process to be avail-
able to us again. . . we have to take
measures to protect our own jurisdic-
tion," he said.

DECEMBER

Mercredi tones down
self-government message
Self-government will have to be
achieved through co-operation with
the governmentand people of Canada
instead of declarations of sovereignty,
Assembly of First Nations chief Ovide
Mercredi said. "We live in a time of
inter-dependence,” he said in an Ed-
monton speech that stepped back from
his earlier activist calls for unilateral
assertion of the inherent right. "We
have to lift ourselves up and reach out
to other Canadians and their govern-
ments.” Mercredi said self-govern-
ment will have tobeachieved through
a vision of equality shared by all Ca-
nadians.
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‘Dana Wagg

Elijah Harper, seen here at a peace
rally at the Oka stand-off in 1990, is
leaving provincial politics.

Harper leaves provincial politics
Manitoba MLA Elijah Harper ended his
career in provincial politics with hints
he may move into the federal arena as a
candidate for the New Democratic Party.
"When the time comes, if the Great Spirit
is willing for me to run in that forum, I'll
do so," said the 42-year-old Ojibway
Cree, who was instrumental to the col-
lapse of the Meech Lake constitutional
accord. Harper was the first treaty In-
dian to win a seat in the provincial legis-
lature where he represented the
Rupertsland riding for 11 years.
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Self-government
struggle’s justbegun

The constitutional ups and
downs of 1992 stand out easily as
the biggest story of the year. It rep-
resents the first time first nations
havebeeninvited to participateata
fundamental level in determining
their future in the country.

And the failed referendum
vote, therejection of the packageon
the inherent right, showed how
much Ottawa, the provinces and
even national Native leaders have
tolearn aboutbuilding a future for
grassroots communities.

But it would be wrong to con-
sign the 1992 constitutional debate
to history. Itis not the kind of story
that can be contained as a simple
event. It is one that continues to
shape the future of first nations
development. :

If anything, the constitutional
process, from Meech Lake to
Charlottetown, has been an educa-
tion for the rest of Canada, one that
dispelled a number of myths.

When Manitoba MLA Elijah
Harper used procedural tactics to
help sink Meech Lake, he showed
the rest of Canada first nation con-
cerns could be left on the shelf. It
ended an era that saw Native af-
fairs as a back-burner issue.

Likewise, the defeat of the
Charlottetown Accord, whichdealt
head-on with self-government,

shattered the notion that lobby
groups like the Assembly of First
Nations can act as representative
governments.

Butlooking towards 1993, some
optimistic and useful thinking is
emerging from the constitutional
debris that fell from great heights
over thelast few years.They arethe
renewed efforts to build first na-
tions control over their own com-
munities fromwithin, temperedby
the goals set during high level ne-
gotiations.

If there is one lesson to be
learned from the last year of meet-
ings, negotiationsand round-tables,
it is that self-government emerges
at the community level first.

Self-government can only be
enshrined in the constitution when
people have something in their
hands. Thisdoesn't mean thedevo-
lution of powers must be complete
before another effort is made. But
the leap of faith first nations will be
asked to take will be much smaller
when they know which direction
they are jumping.

1993 is not likely tobe a year of
high-flown rhetoric and powerful
meetings. It should, however, be a
yearinwhichall governments start
taking serious action towards self-
government - one solid step at a
time.

Indian Claims Commiission
takeson Cold Lake dispute

It's hard to think of a com-
munity that can tell happy sto-
ries about land claims. Every

place has its stories of bent

deals, unfulfilled promises and
the willingness of governments
to double-deal on agreements
when there was money to be
made.

That is why the stories
emerging fromland claim hear-
ings at Cold Lake in northern
Alberta hold few surprises.
Witnesses there told stories of
poverty and destruction of a
local economy with the con-
struction of the defence depart-
ment's Primrose Lake Air
Weapons Range.

But this is a set of hearings
with a difference. They are the
first test for the newly created
Indian Claims Commission, a
body set up to deal land claims
rejected by the Indian Affairs

department.

The Cold Lake hearings are
still in progress and it will be
some time before we know the
nuts-and-bolts issue of this
story: Will the commission re-
ally make a difference?

If this commission can
break through Ottawa's often
stony indifference to long-
standing disputes, first nations
may havea genuine tool to gain
a fair deal from a lot bad his-
tory.

Then again, one has to won-
der just how receptive a de-
partment that has already said
"no" once will be to findings
from a set of public hearings.

Windspeaker wishes the
people of Cold Lake and the
Indian Claims Commission the
best of luck. Their work is go-
ing to cause difficult ripples no
matter what happens.
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The new year has arrived.
Now is the time for reflection
on the previous year. I be-
lieve 1992, more than any
other year, allowed Native
people to be involved to a
much greater degree in the
mechanisms that affect this
country.

Of course, the referendum
was the mostimportant event
that took place this year. I
think it was not the result
that made this event so
memorable, it was the fact
that Native people were in-
volved in the discussions that
affected them. For the first
time, the feds were not hand-
ing us a policy that had al-
ready been written and ac-
cepted.

There were spin-off ben-
efits as a result of the high
profile involvement of Na-
tive peoplein the referendum
discussions. The mainstream
media brought the voice of
the aboriginal peoples to the
front page of the nation's
newspapers. The press pre-
sented fairly both yes and no
aboriginal perspectives to the
arguments.

Chief Ovide Mercredi was
one of the nation's top news-
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1992 saw Native peoples
get a say In own government

Pikiskwe
by Connie Buffalo

makers of the year. This in
effect personalized the abo-
riginal position more so than
any other single media event
previously.

Other major events were
not so positive but somehow
they happened. Some mo-
mentum or new experience
will be gained by the aborigi-
nal community. They include
the inquiry into the police
and justice system's handling
of the shooting of Leo
LaChance by a white su-
premacist, the new inquiry
for Wilson Nepoose and the
staying of the sex charges
against Bishop O'Connor.

These events in the abo-
riginal community started a
momentum for change. The
combination of these events
started the aboriginal and
some members of the non-

aboriginal communities to se-
riously question the Cana-
dian judicial system.

Last week, Tony
Mandamin, Native lawyer
and member of the Edmon-
ton Police Commission,
stated it is now time to begin
implementation of some rec-
ommendations made from
the Cawsey Report. In addi-
tion, there have have been a
number of calls for aninquiry
into the staying of charges
against Bishop O'Connor
from both the aboriginal and
non-aboriginal communities.

I feel this momentum for
change is a step towards a
new awareness for both com-
munities and this can only be
seen as a positive develop-
ment.

- From my family toyours,
all the best in the new year.
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Churches,schools lead to verge of extinction

Dear Editor,

Those who missed the re-
cital of the Great Law recently
missed out on an unusual expe-
rience. It was not just another
run-of-the-mill culture confer-
ence featuring the usual lecture-
circuit regulars with their rou-
tine material and predictable
deliveries. This conference was
something special.

Oh, there were a few people
who came with chips on their
shoulders and axes to grind but
in the end the "Good Mind" pre-
vailed - you could feel it - you
could see it.

Those who attended heard
the story of thePeace Makerand
learned something of the politi-
cal nuts and bolts of the Six Na-
tions Confederacybut therewas
more.:

Displaying a surprising
amount of stamina for his age,
Jake Thomas stayed on his feet
for six to seven hours a day pa-
tiently weaving a variety of his-
torical, spiritual, and political
threads together. The resulting
tapestry displayed a general
time-space image of the Con-

federacy but the most promi-
nent part of the scene was taken
up by a very personal picture of
us here at Grand River.

To me, this was the most sig-
nificant part of the conference.
Jake's portrayal of our commu-
nity was honest and frank - he
pulled no punches. He let us
know thatwehereat Grand River
have all stepped out of the circle
by getting Europeanized and that
we are on the verge of extinction
thanks to churches and schools.
(It was good to hear someone
else saying that for a change).

Part of Jake's delivery in-
cluded the prophecy of the dis-
embodied head of the Confed-
eracy rolling aimlessly on the
ground. This prophecy exactly
describes the condition we are
in today. Without a functioning
clan system the people cannot
take part in the decision-mak-
ing process. Because of various
reasons: apathy, ignorance, ge-
ography, etc., there are no meet-
ings at the clan level to discuss
pertinent issues. As a result our
chiefs go to council with empty
bags.

There is no input from the

people (the body) of the Confed-
eracy. The chiefs are effectively
cut off from the people - a head
without a body. And this head
(the chief's council) is rolling
aimlessly around while being
laughed at and kicked.

But, so the prophecy goes,
the chiefs will still have power.
They were still able to stop On-
tario Hydro from coming across
our land. They kept our young
men from conscription. They
havesuccessfully warded off cen-
sus takers and Toronto garbage -
but the Confederacyisstillamere
shadow of what it could be.

Over the years "chief bash-
ing" has been oneof our national
sports. As I've said before, our
current chiefs have inherited a
real can of worms. It wasn't their
fault that so many of our chil-
dren ended up in the "mush
hole," for example. We had
enough money in trust funds
(fromleases and sales of land) to
see us through until we learned
the new farming methods but
when the government took those
funds tobuy up worthless Grand
River Navigation stock from its
desperate white investors, our

people were left to starve. The
chiefs couldn'tfeed the children.
Atleastin thenewly constructed
"mush hole" the kids could eat -
eventhough they had tobecome
Europeanized in the process.

OurancientConfederacy can
become whole only if each of its
membernations becomes whole
and the individual nations can-
not become whole unless they
have functioning clan systems
within them. But the clans can-
not function unless the indi-
vidual clan members forsake the
private property concept and
agree to live in a large family
environment under the loving
care of the women and the pro-
tection of the men. The people
have always been the source of
our strength. By the acceptance
and the acting out of its princi-
ples, the peoplebreathed lifeinto
the Great Law.

If we, the people, arenot pre-
pared to rebuild the body of the
Confederacy and re-attach it to
thehead, then the head will con-
tinue to roll and we will con-
tinue to suffer. But there would
be an even greater loss. Today's
world is in need of the ways of

peace and alternatives to the in-
sane process of destruction that
civilized people seem unable to
control. We are sitting on the

-answer. The great White Roots

of Peaceare waiting tobe spread.
And it would not be the first
time that the Iroquois have in-
fluenced world affairs. The 13
colonies mimicked our political
system and went on to become
the greatest power in the world.
World Communist doctrine
used our social systemasits cor-
nerstone (although theyapplied
it out of context and failed). The
establishment of the old League
of Nations, which evolved into
the present United Nations, took
its inspiration from our ancient
League of Peace. No other group
has had such a universal influ-
ence on mankind and now we
face our greatest challenge. Will
welosefaith,abandonour Great
Law, and allow ourselves to be
swallowed up by the inferior,
immature, unbalanced system
which surrounds us today?

Gawitrha’
Six Nations - Grand River
Hagersville, Ont.

Story needs
clarification,
corrections

Dear Editor,

I'would first like to state that
Ienjoy reading Windspeakerand
findittobeentertainingand very
informative. Unfortunately,ithas
come to the attention of myself
and a number of my peers and
acquaintances thata misinterpre-
tation by one of your reporters
has occurred. This happened in
the Dec. 7 issue of Windspeaker.
The article to which I am refer-
ring wastitled Artist remains true
to culture and was based on an
interview with myself and your
reporter. Although the majority
of this story is accurate there are

afew points thataremisinterpre-
tations and misquotations that I
feel must be corrected.

The firstinaccuracy is a state-
mentconcerningself-sufficiency.
Thearticle stated thatweeventu-
ally hope to grow our own food
to cut costs. Cost was only one
consideration in our gardening.
Other reasons included having
control over how our food was
produced. Our production of or-
ganically grown food started
seven years ago. Now a 70-by-90
foot garden, two small outbuild-
ings and a number of bird runs
produce a good quantity of veg-
etables, herbs, fruits, game hens

and other foods.

Secondly the "smallshed" that
has been turned into a studio is
actually a small house. Although
the outside of it could use a bit of
painttheinteriorhhasrecentlybeen
renovated. It is fully serviced and
has a floor space of about 900
square feet. This building is con-
sidered by myself and a number
of other artists to be a pleasant
space in which to work. Finally in
the article I was quoted as saying
"My workisreally political.” What
I really said was "My work, in
most cases, is not really political.”
Although some of my works may
be socially or politically moti-

vated, most of them are based
onthe positiveaspectsfoundin
Native culture. Examples of this
would be myths, legends, an-
cient stories, etc. I feel that so-
cial comment is important, but
Ialso feel that peopleshould be
given a chance to see what a
living and vibrant culture that
is closely tied to Nature has to
offer.lappreciate this opportu-
nity to clear up these misun-
derstandings. They may seem
small to some but I feel they
need to be corrected.

Thank you.
Sam Warrior

Being Indian means seeing with different eyes

Tansi, ahnee and hello. An
old Native woman and a young
man were walking through the
woods one winter morning. The
young one was seeking the
elder’'s company for those things
he mightlearnabouthimselfand
his Nativeness. The old one was
making herself available for the
questions.

As they walked they came
upon a small grove of trees sur-
rounding a small snow-covered
meadow. The old one stopped
and looked around, squinting
her eyes and nodding her head
slowly and respectfully.

"Lots goin' on here," she said
to the surprised young man.

"What - do you mean,
gokum?"heasked, notbeingable
toseeanythingbutasilentsnow-
covered meadow.

"Lots goin' on here,” she re-
peated.

"I don't see anything," the
young man said again.

The old one pointed to the
very edge of the meadow. There
asmall spruce sapling was grow-
ing in the shadow of a tall pop-
lar. Its tiny top was barely vis-
ible through the small drifts of

snow that had collected at the
poplar's base.

"You see that?" she pointed.
"You stand here and when you

start to see what's happening
around you here you come tell
me about it."

The old woman walked off
inthedirection of her cabin, leav-
ing a very puzzled young man
standing in the ankle-deep snow.
Looking as hard as he could, he
wasunableto seeanything other
than one small tree poking
through the snow. He stood
there a long, long time.

Finally, in the middle of the
afternoon the young man ap-
peared at the old woman's door.
She poured him a big mug of
strong tea and sat him down by
the pot-bellied stove to warm
himself. He seemed happy de-
spite the frosty edges.

"I saw it," was all he said at
firstand the old woman smiled,
happy to share his victory.

"And what did you see? "
she asked.

"I saw what was happening
there," he said and then wenton
to explain his experience while
the old woman sat with her tea
and her pipe and watched him
tell his story.

He stood there a long time
looking at thatsmall spruce tree.
Pretty soon, the young man ex-
plained, he began to feel himself
as being a part of that small
meadow. When he began to feel

Richard
Wagamese

that way he began to see.

The spruce tree wasn't just
growing in the shadow of the
pine tree, it was being nurtured
by it. As the snow fell the pop-
lar's branches would deflect it
so it wouldn't land on the tiny
spruce and crush it.

Thentheyoung mansaw that
in the springtime the poplar's
roots provided solid ground for
the small tree to grow in. When
strong winds came the spruce
tree was rooted in solid soil and
couldn't be blown over. When
rains came that same solid
ground prevented the small tree
from being washed away or
drowned.

Because spruce trees love
the coolness and shade when
they're growing, the poplar tree
provided great stretches of
shade during the heat of the
summer. The poplar was help-
ing the spruce tree grow and

get strong all through the sea-
sons.

But that wasn'tall the young
mansaw. Hetold theold woman
thathe saw the spruce tree grow-
ing to great heights as spruce
trees do. As it grew it no longer
needed so much nurturing from
the poplar. Soon it was taller
than its friend.

By thattime, the young man
said, it would be time for the
old poplar toreturn to the earth.
OId trees love the coolness and
shade and the spruce tree pro-
vided that. Old trees need solid
ground for their fragile roots
and the spruce tree offered that.
When those strong winds blew
the poplar wouldn't be blown
over nor would the rains wash
away the soil covering its old
roots. The old poplar would be
nurtured by the spruce.

Then, the voung man said,
when it came time to go to the

earth the spruce tree wouldn't
allow the old poplar to crash to
the forest floor. Rather, it al-
lowed it to pass through its
branches until it settled with
dignity on the bosom of mother
earth.

But still there was more.
When that old tree surrendered
its body to the earth it provided
a source of rich soil as it de-
cayed. Soon, in the fertile soil it
provided, ayoung poplar would
emerge and be nurtured in the
same way by the branches of the
spruce tree. The circle of life
would continue in that small
snow-covered meadow.

When the young man fin-
ished the old woman smiled and
gave him a big warm hug. He'd
learned.

"Learning to be an Indian is
learning to see with different
eyes. When you see yourself as
part of it all, you'll see stories
and teachings in everything.
You're the only one who can
close your eyes and you're the
only one who can choose toopen
them again. Them stories and
teachings are always there for
those who choose to keep look-
ing," she told him.

That young man was meand
this story is my New Year's gift
to ail of you. Happy New Year.
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IF YOlI WOULDLIKETO INCLUDE YOUREVENT
IN THIS CALENDAR FOR THE JANUARY 18
ISSUE, PLEASE CALL ETHEL BEFORE NOON
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6TH AT 1-800-661-
9469, FAX 455-7639 OR WRITE T0 : 15001
= 112 AVENUE, EDM., AB., TSM 2V6.

Every Tuesday; doors open 6:30 p.m., calling at 7:15 p.m.;
Slave Lake Native Friendship Centre, AB

BEING METIS MAKES YOU SPECIAL

every second Wed., 7 p.m.; 7903 - 73 Ave.;

Edmonton, AB.

NATIVE ELDERS SOUP & BANNOCK:

noon Wed.; 11821 - 78 St.;

Edmonton, AB.

WEEKLY A A ‘MEETINGS

St Paul’ s Treatment'CEﬁtf'e,‘Ca_rdﬁ't'on-‘, AB
'NATIVE AWARENESS CLASSES
H beginning September 14,

Canadian Native Friendship Centre, Edmonton, AB
METIS CULTURAL DANCE CLASSES

-l'jF'r'Og' Lake, Alberta :
;‘,:WINTERFEST 93 f ‘

Oki, how areyou? Sowe’reacouple
of daysinto the New Year and have
you broken your resolutions yet? 1
can’t tell you what my resolution is.
Every time I tell people what I'm
going to do, this or that, it becomes
an obsession. Sorry, my pen is dry
on this subject. Thisis the year of the
rooster in Chinese astrology.
Ummm, ummm, yours truly is a
rooster. Also, this is the Year of the
Indigenous People. Wow, a whole
year of celebrating aboriginal peo-
ple of the world. Anyways, I hope
this is your year and best wishes to
everyone in 93.

Here is the first People and
Places of 1993.

A Veteran’s Calling. ..

Mark Joseph Sark is having it
rough with life in general. He is an
ex-marine and US Army veteran.
He served in the Cold War and the
Gulf War. He is having a hard time
adjusting to civilian life. He would
liketogetintouchwithPatrick Spot-
ted Wolf. Heneeds to be with some-
one who is Native and is a veteran.
They can relate better than most of
us civilians. If you, Mr. Spotted
Wolf, happen toread this,could you
give me a call and discuss this man.

Mark would alsolike tomeet or
write to some ladies from the north.
Ifyou think thisisa humble request,
then give me a call, Don’t be embar-
rassed to call.

Season’s Greetings from An Old
Friend

Edmonton -Iwent dancing over the
weekend. I met up with an old
teenaged friend of mine, Lloyd
Yellowbird. We talked for awhile.
He was telling me about his life and
the way it has been going for him. If
you have never met a world travel-
ler, now you have. He dances with
the American Dance Theatre, a
popular dance troupe. He is one of
the original dancers of the troupe
He travels all over the world pro-
moting Native culture in different
countries, whether it be in China or
Denmark. He comes back to Ed-
montontovisitforamonthorsoand
he’s off again. For the next two or
threemonths, hewillbegoingall the
way down the west coast starting
from Alaska. Then hell tour Aus-
tralia for five weeks. A life of a true

PEOPLE & PLACES
by Ethel Winnipeg

entertainer. Can we change places
for Australia?

Besides performing, he loves to
give his knowledge to the younger
generationbyshowing themhowto
make outfits or gives presentations
ondifferentsocialissues Nativesare
facmgtoday Hetold methatpeople
receive their calling at different
times and he was lucky to get his
calling early in life.

Stars shine for food

Calgary - Tom Jackson, the star of
North of 60, will always be a
friend to food banks. Since he had
seen a man on Winnipeg street
who was unable to walk or talk.
People ignored him. He took the
man to hospital. He found out
that the man had a heart attack

and broke hiscollarbonewhenhe
fell. It occurred to him after that
incident that we shut our eyes to
people who need our assistance.
He had made two albums for the
Salvation Army and food banks.
He has donated his gift of enter-
taining.

This year, he had given a
show in Calgary called the Huron
Carole. Back in his hometown of
Winnipeg, it is an annual event.
This year, he brought together
many different talented groupsto
give this concert. Graham Greene
of Dances With Wolves fame, was
the host of the evening. All the of
proceeds went to the Interfaith
Food Bank in Calgary. My hat is
off to you, Mr. Jackson for having

a heart of gold.

Wa! Jessica Grandbois steals aiss from "King" Wilson Moccasin
at the Legoff School Christmas Concert in Cold Lake.

NEW POWWOW LOCATION — Hockey Rink on Main Streer.

DANCE COMPETITIONS IN ALL CATECORIES Cuaranteed Pay-our $10,000.
DRUMMING COMPETITIONS (Drumviers Resporsible for P.A. systems).

REGISTRATION OPEN: %pm FRIDAY
FIRST GRAND ENTRY 7 pm, FRIDAY.

CRAND ENTRY TIMES: 1 pm and 7pv SATURDAY & SUNDAY

DRUM ROLL CALL AT 12:50 pw and 6:50 pw.

In conjunction with The Deigan Nation Winter Festival.

Dance Category &pecials © Arts & Crafts dale & Show e Napi
Master of Ceremonies: Farl Old Derson e Leonard Bastien © Deter Strikes

HOST

DRUMMERS
ASSINIBOINE JUNIORS
Long Plain, Manitoba
BLACKSTONE

Sweet Crass,
Saskatchewan

cant '93

Queen D
ith A Gun

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE NAPI FRIENDSHIP CENTRE AT 627-4224

?’lﬁ

(Y MANV OENEFITS

SPONSORED BY

@ Pincher Creek & Peigan Nation

 ©
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Coppermine Eskimo
oor) Co-op Ltd
e Groceries ¢ Hardward e Crafts
Box 279, Coppermine, N. W. T. Phone: (403) 982-4231
Best wishes to you and your family in the New Year!
~
KAPOWN CENTRE
Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre SRl
.. Chemical dependericy treatment services directed toward | g o | o
people 16 years of age anc older : ' gt
+ Minimum 6 week residential program
« "Total Person" Concept utiized il
+ 24 hour in-patert care
+ Continuous intake = W
il -General Delivery Bert Crowfoot
Grouard, Alberta TOG 1C0 Isabel Martial listens to translator Lionel Francois at the Cold Lake inquiry.
Coming asnote (403) 751-3921
| Government
’ A R Row F Ax o Come and see us in our newly renovated premises b ro ke tre at)l
4810 - 49th Avenue Phone: 352-9151 Corntinued fror Pagel
Wetaskiwin, Alberta ARIE BROUWER ,
«« ABORIGINAL DIRECTORIES »» v e
e NATIONAL ¢ (acTess I ANEREIEl=ie 7 Indians and the Crown going
« REGIONALS in the CO-OP building) back to 1763.
John Janvier, who teaches
Dene language and local his-
tory at LeGoff School, ob-
«« ARROWFACTS DATABASE » BASSETT PETROLEUM served some of the hearings
UPDATED DAILY ¢ with his students. The federal :
DISTRIBUTORS LTD. government broke an interna- i
tional treaty, he said. |
Serving the Communities Y "Tr?atYISix 8uafante?flth;t
R T TT R IT & T B - aboriginal people will be
CALL US TOLL-FREE TO ORDER & FOR INFORMATION of the South MacKenzie treated with respect and com-
pensated if the crown lays
] = e Gas & Diesel & Heating Oil claim to their lands or threat-
‘ BOX 130 PHONE (403) 874-2562 en.S their livelihood," JanVier
Arrowfax Canada Inc. HAYRIVER, NWT XOE ORO FAX (403) 8742732 |  said. ,
— - Commissioner Daniel

Bellegarde, an Assisniboine/
Cree from Little Black Bear
First Nations in southern Sas-

‘katchewan, asked Ennow
what, in his opinion, would be
adequate compensation to re-
& ® ® place the way of life he had

known.

"We don't want to be mil-

awar -W CO ler lionaires but we do want to be
I I l I l I I I self-sufficient. Future genera-

o , tions should be able to get es-

tablished on the reserve

through job creation and eco-

Ennow quit schoolin 1944,

after grade seven, and went to

f ]1 work trapping. A portion of

the year (fall and winter) was.
spenthunting and trapping in
the areaaround Primrose Lake:
and that, in turn, supported a
e small farming operation.
_ . ‘ - —— Once the compensation

Canon’'s new NP6000 il Series copiers come with a ;

brand new option: A new Stapler Sorter that can fin-

Ish up to 20 fifty-page documents. Combine this with

a fast 50 copies per minute and automatic duplexing

(the new 6630 Il), and you've got a copier that means

business. Call for details.

payments stopped coming,.
Canon~NpPe66sorm/67500

around 1960, cattle and farm
machinery that people had in--
| vefsted money in had to be sold

off.

"In 1952 we had to give up
our rights to the Department:
of National Defence for the: :
common good of Canada.. ;
They wanted it for 20 years,, ‘
and now its been 40 years. In--
dian Affairs were the great: {
white father and we trusted!| {
them," Ennow said. >

The Indian Claims Com-

EDMONTON - RED DEER - GRANDE PRAIRIE mission will now gather more
lion PH: 462-5859 = FORT MCMURRAY = LLOYMINISTER evid.ence and tesﬁmoniesl in-
business FAX: 463-7772 - PEACE RIVER - FORT ST. JOHN cluding more hearings at Cold

mRchioy Lake in February.




By Cooper Langford
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Alberta's eight northern Metis
settlements are looking into start-
ingan oiland gas exploration com-
pany after signinga ground-break-
ing resource development agree-
ment with the province.

"If we are going to participate
withindustry, we are going to need
a vehicle to do it," said Garry
Parenteau, vice-president of the
Metis Settlements General Council.

"It will be like any other com-

ALEX SHEARING
YOUR ADVERTISING SALES
PROFESSIONAL
for
Northwestern Alberta
British Columbia
Quebec

Alex would be delighted to
show you how Windspeaker
can improve your sales potential.

Toll Free 1-800-661-5469
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Metis to control resources

pany that has a right to go in and
extract resources fromour land. . ..
Wearelookingforavehicletogetas
muchaswecanoutofourresource.”

Consultants are working on a
survey of oil and gas reserves on
Metis lands and will submit a re-
portattheendofJanuary, Parenteau
said. Once thereportisin, the settle-
ments willdecidewhethertoinvest
in a company.

Last fall, the settlements inked
adeal with the province thatallows
them to control development on
Metis lands. While the province
retains ownership of the resources,

velop in settlement areas must ne-
gotiate agreements with the com-
munities thatcanincludeextraroy-
alties, trainingand hiring clausesas
well as environmental protection
and conservation agreements.
Interest in a resource develop-

HELPING YOU LEARN A LIVING

With two campuses in Fort McMurray, and one in Fort
Chipewyan, Keyano College offers a wide variety of
programs and job preparation in the following areas:

ment company has been helped . Academic & Career Programs
glongbyconcems thgttheabilityto " Trades & Technology

impose extra royalties may deter e  Heavy Industrial Training

companies frominvestingonMetis 3 Nursing

land, Parenteau said.

giveﬁﬁiecgtﬂp::\n};}lstssit ;‘S}'ﬂ‘ctl:'g l;"‘or more information on any of these programs, or to
negotiatewithotherdevelopersthat ind out what Keyano College can offer you, contact

can offset some concerns about the Keyano's Native Services at

communities controlaccesstotheir  cost of doing business on Metis (403) 791-4969,
lands. Companies wanting to de-  land, he said. Or write to
- Attention: COUNSELLING
Happy Holidays from. .. 8115 Franklin Avenue,

M h k ‘ Fort McMurray, Alberta .

onaw T9H 2H7

t\ Crossroads Service
ConvenienceStoe EYHaN\D COolesSe
MOHAWK Lottery Ticket Centre
Try our Environmentally

(403)352-5225

Friendly Premium Plus Unleaded Gas
100% Canadian Owned

3915 - 56 Street, Wetaskiwin, AB
(24 Hour Full Service)

ABORTION
RECOVE

24 Hour Helpline - Call Collect
Lompassion, Non-judgement Support.

o

e

qHo Y

Fned Chicken
Chicken Village

“Itta Kameyo Nokwatami Michichesa"

« CHICKEN - BURGERS - SALADS
- FRENCH FRIES - DAIRY PRODUCTS - CATERING

Grimshaw, McKenzie Hwy.

332-1300

High Prairie, 5100 - 53 Ave.

523-3233

Peace River, 9501 - 100 St.

624-2141

Grande Prairie, 9918 - 108 Ave.

532-4526

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

The place to stay when in Calgary.
Book Now! 1-800-661-9566

Comfortable Rooms
Friendly Service
Reasonable Rates
Coffee Shop

Dining Room

£

Ample Free
Parking!
Live Entertainment
Nightly!

v,

£ 9030 MACLEOD TRAIL (403)253-1101
B Fax (403)259-2414

Rabbit Skins, Fox Tails,
Racoon Tails, Coyote Heads,
Skins efc...

Go into business with our
$100 Minimum order.
Free Catalog.

Do Powwows, fairs etc...

STRIPS INC. 207 W. 29th St.
NEW YORK, NY 10001
PH: (212) 947-0171
FAX: (212) 947-4197

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL CHIEF

ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS/
NATIONAL INDIAN BROTHERHOOD

Intimes ofgreat challenge, the human spirit responds with generosity, respect and kindness. By lifting
each other up, our common values of community will strengthen our peoples' ability to overcome any
adversity.

This past year, First Nations were confronted with one of our greatest challenges: to define our place
and secure the recognition and respect of our collective rights in Canada. Together, we made historic
progress by changing public and governmental percetions andfears by pursuing the restoration of our
nationhood in the spirit of peace and reconciliation. The struggle to restore our Treaty rights, land
rights, language rights and self-rule continues with the highest of hopes and expectations. We will find  §
Justice in our time.

At this time of year when families come together to share the joys of Christmas, we are reminded that
nationhood carrieswith it the heavy responsibility of ensuring that every one of our children has access
to an education, to the benefits of a healthy life, to the love of family and to the warmth of community.
That is our way.

The new year will have special significance for us. It is the International Year of Indigenous Feoples. It
will be a year where our First Nations can say with pride to our brothers and sisters from around the
world: "We havefacedgreat challengestooursurvival. We have retained our strength as a people. Todzy
after centuries and decades of resistance, our distinct future as Nations will no longer be denied by
dominance and exclusion. We are awake to our responsibility for ourselves.

Our journey has made us stronger and we will never regress from where we are today. We will reach our
goals of self-determination and well-being.

I thank you for giving me the honour of playing a small part in our journey together. | wish each and
everyone of you a very happy and loving holiday.

PEACE AND GOODWILL,
Ovide Mercredi

National Chief , :
OTTAWA OFFICE: 55 MURRAY ST., 5TH FLOOR, OTTAWA, ONT. K1N 5M3 TEL: (613) 236-0673 FAX: (613) 238-5780 '
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Business Profile

Altruism motivates Fort McMurray entrepreneur

Desire to help
ledtoformation
of new business

FORT McMURRAY, Alta.

Conventional business
thinking paints a basic pic-
ture of the entrepreneur.

A bright individual sur-
veys the marketplace, finds
a product or service that
looks salable, rustles up a
bit of money and settles
down to some hard work.

Traditionally, the
scheme is based on the no-
tion of self-interest. Entre-
preneurs take to their tasks
for the money and the chal-
lenge of seeing a personal
venture grow.

But Doreen Janvier, head
of DM] Enterprises, has put
a new twist on that think-
ing, one that could pave a
new road in attitudes to-
wards business develop-
ment among first nations.

For the 29-year-old
former resident of the
Janvier reserve, south of
Fort McMurray, the desire
to go into business stems
directly from concerns
about the health of her com-
munity.

The vision for DM] En-
terprises started to materi-
alize about two years ago,
when Janvier's sister invited
her to a weekend alcohol
abuse workshop in her
home community. It was
there that she started think-
ing about ways to help mem-
bers of her community find
self-esteem and a brighter
future.

With a bit of time and
some consultation with her
supervisors at Syncrude,
where she was employed in
the wash bays, Janvier's con-
cerns materialized into a
clear vision. Theidea was to
start a business that would
employ the people she
wanted to help and give
them brighter futures.

"I know I wouldn't feel
good aboutmyselfifIwasn't
working," says Janvier, who

runs a company supplying
workers for the oilsands gi-
ant Syncrude's heavy equip-
ment wash bays.

"Those people who are
working will have self-es-
teem. They'll feel good
about themselves. That's
where all this started.

"I wanted to helpmy peo-
ple butIdidn't know how to
do it. So when I came back
from the workshop I talked
to my supervisor Mike
Mullins about what I had
experienced.

"We talked about Native
employment and why peo-
ple were suffering so much.
From there we started brain-
storming. When I first ap-
proached him, I didn't think
it would end up with me
starting my own business."

The good news is that
Syncrude Canada Ltd. is
very supportive of Native
business development, ena-
bling Janvier and Mullins to
get senior management en-
dorsement for the project
fairly quickly.

Despite Janvier's lack of
business experience and
unusual starting point for a

business idea, DM] Enter-

prises was launched in 1990
with 14 employees, all from
Janvier. The company now
boasts an all-Native, 25-
member staff hired out of
Janvier and Fort McMurray.

But like all new ventures,
there was some tough going
at the start, like dealing with
banks.

DM] Enterprises was
started with a $10,000 in-
vestment from Janvier's
ownsavings. But she needed
another $30,000 to make the
payroll during her first three
months while waiting out
Syncrude's standard 90-day
delay on paying invoices. To
get over this first bump she
put up her house, truck and
skidoo for collateral to en-

sure help from the banks.

Janvier says a lot of peo-
ple helped her through the
difficult start-up period. She
is especially grateful for
supportand advice from the
Athabasca Tribal Corpora-
tion and her contacts at Syn-
crude, who all wanted the

venture to succeed.

"The first six months
were different because I
didn'thave any business ex-
perience. But I was deter-
mined I was going to be suc-
cessful," Janvier says.

"New business must

have a lot determination.
There are going to be a lot of
obstacles they'll have to
face. There are going to be
times when you don't feel
like working. But you have
to go because your employ-
ees are depending on you.
You've got to be proud and
you've got to be comfort-
able with what you are do-
ing."
Dennis Love,Syncrude's
general manager of mining,
says success stories like
Janvier's go a long way to-
wards opening doors in the
formation of new Native
business.

DM] Enterprise's con-
tract was not a give-away,
Love says, adding that
Janvier and her employees
have significantly improved
the operation of the large
equipment wash bays at the
mine.

Bert Crowfoot

Doreen Janvier took a look around her on the Janvier reserve
and decided the way to help her people was to put them to
work.

Bert Crowfoot

DoreenJanvier's company, DMJ Enterprises, supplies workers for Syncrude's heavy equipment

wash bays.

'SYNCRUDE CANADA LTD.

_ PO. Bag 4009, M.D. 0050, Fort McMurray, Alberta, Canada, T9H 3L1 Telephone: (403)790-6111
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Buying a House

By Ward Mallabone

Buying your dream home
can be a very exciting time. Al-
ways remember, however, that
you are spending tens and per-
haps hundreds of thousands of
dollars which may be at risk.

Unlike most other con-
sumer transactions, you have
little protection regarding the
quality of the product. There
areno money-back guarantees.
When buying a re-sale house
the vendor only warrants that
the house will be fit to live in. It
is truly buyer beware. Inspect
thehousecarefully before sign-
ing theoffer. Theremay belittle
your lawyer can do after the
offer is signed.

Whether youwillbeobtain-
ing new mortgage financing or
not, it is wise to have the prop-
erty surveyed to ensure that it

- complies with municipal plan-
ning by-laws. If, for example, a
'~ detached
- within the property bounda-

garage does not fit

ries you may have problems

- when you go to sell the house

years later. At best, you may
have to spend hundreds of dol-
lars to obtain a Relaxation Per-
mit from the city. At worst, the
city has the power of force you

' to demolish the building.

Before you signan offer, be
sure you understand. the hid-

- den costs in purchasing a

home, which can add up to

thousands of dollars. Price may
be increased by adjustments
such as taxes and interest.
There may be mortgage appli-
cation fees, appraisai fees,
mortgage insurance fees, per-
haps deposits to be made on
the utilities, fire insurance pre-
miums and, of course, legal

fees. If you sign and decide
that you cannot afford to pro-
ceed you will likely forfeit your
deposit and the vendor may
have a cause of action to sue
you in damages.

Lastly, if the price includes
chattels, such as a fridge, stove
or built-in vacuum, insist that
they are adequately described
by make, model and serial
numbertoavoid nasty disputes
after you have paid your
money, moved in and discov-
ered them missing or replaced
with items of inferior quality.

Next month we will look at
some items to consider when
selling your home.

This legal column is for in-
formation purposes only and
should not be construed as le-
gal advice. If you require ad-
vice on a similar matter you
should talk to your legal ad-
viser.

(Ward Mallaborneis alawyer
with Walsh Wilkins, a full-serv-
ice law firm that has carried on
an extensive Native practice for
more than 25 years. The Calgary
telephone number is 267-8400.)

|phone 466-7511

|CLAUDINE

{ PSYCHIC SPIRITUALIST

removes evil influences
reads cards, palms and auras

Helps in all problems of life

i
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NOTICE OF
TEMPORARY
GUARDIANSHIP TO:
Stella Cardinal

Take notice that an
application for
Temporary Guardianship
of your child, born on
September 15, 1984, will
be made on January 18,
1993 at 9:30 a.m., court
room #441, Edmonton
Family Court.

Contact: Donald Brekkan
Alberta Family and Social
Services: Edmonton
Telephone: 431-6834

| ARDIANSHIP TO:
CARLENE COREN
| NEPOOSE

NOTICE OF
TEMPORARY

Take notice that an
application for Temporary

suardianship of your
children born on September
5, 1986, October 13, 1988,
September 18, 1981, will be
made on January 13, 1993 at
9:30a.m., Wetaskiwin Family
Court.

Contact: Janet Sanchuk
Alberta Family and Social
Services, Wetaskiwin
Telephone: 361-1276

NRE3

NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION BOARD

PRELIMINARY NOTICE
OF APPLICATION

APPLICATION NO. 9201

VACATION ALBERTA
CORPORATION RECREATIONAL
AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
WESTCASTLE - PINCHER CREEK
AREA

WHEREAS the applicant for the project, Vacation
Alberta Corporation, has filed an application with
the Natural Resources Conservation Board to obtain
an approval in accordance with section 5 (1) of the
Natural Resources Conservation Board Act for an
expansion of the existing downhill ski facilities and
new tourism and recreation facilities, including two
18 hole gotfcourses, overnightaccommedationand
staff housing to be located southwest of Pincher
Creek, and

WHEREAS the Natural Resources Conservation
Board considers it appropriate that preliminary no-
tice of the application be given to potentially inter-
ested persons aven though the application is not a
completed application until the material filed has
been reviewed and deficiencies suppiemented.

THEREFORE TAKE NOTICE THAT:

1.The application is not a completed application;

2. Copies of the application including information
and particulars filed in support thereof may be
obtained by persons with an established interest in
the matter (the Board will provide direction in the
avent there is a question as to whether a person has
anestablished interestin the matter) trom the appli-
cant, Vacation Alberta Corporation, 10940 - 166A
Street, Edmonton, Alberta.

3. Copies of the application are available for
viewing at municipal libraries in Pincher Creek,
Lethbridge, Crowsnest Pass, Calgary, and Edmon-
ton and by appointment at the Natural Resources
Consarvation Board offices in Calgary and Edmon-
ton.

individuals who have an interest and wish to
receive ongoing notices respecting the application
are asked lo advise the Board by calling 297-8303
(collect calls will be accepted).

DATED at Calgary, Alberta on 11 December 1992.

William Y. Kennedy - Board Solicitor , Natural
Resources Conservation Board, 10th Floor, 640 -
Fifth Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4, Tel-
aphone: (403) 297-8303

CFWE

Aboriginal Radio
89.9 FM

FSIN hosting fish and wildlife conference

The Federation of Saskatchewan
Indian Nations will be hosting the
11th annual Native American Fish
and Wildlife Society Conference next
summer in Saskatoon.

"We are expecting more than 700
delegatesfromacrossNorth America,
including many Canadian First Na-
tions People," said FSIN Chief Roland
Crowe.

American representative Don
Sampson of the Fish and Wildlife So-
ciety says the theme of the conference
will be Unity of First Nations: Protect-
ing Traditional Rightsand Resources.

"Wewant FirstNationsacrossthe
continent to recognize their unique
relationship to the land. We hope this
conferencewillbe partof the develop-
ment of a new vision for managing
fish and wildlife resources, as well as
other natural resources," said
Sampson, theSociety'snorthwestrep-
resentative on its board of directors.

Keith Annis of Montana and
plainsregiondirector stressed thatthe
conference will help first nations de-
velop expertise and experience and a
professional approach to resource
management based on traditional

culture and knowledge.

"FirstNationshaveatremendous
contribution to make in resource
managementbecause theyhavelived
in harmony with nature for thou-
sands of years," he said.

ChiefCrowenoted thatSaskatch-
ewan First Nations have a unique
approachtotraditional resourceman-
agement.

"Our people, especially our
Elders, know how to co-exist with
Mother Earth and we hope this con-
ferencewillbeaforumforsharingthat

traditional wisdom," he said.

PEDAHBUN, - DANWN,

First Nations Petroleum, I td.

Suite 505 - 338 Broadway, Winnipeg, Man.,

R3C 0T2

Ph. 944-8976 Fax. 944-8977 Cellular: 981-4440

BRANCH OFFICE
North Battleford,
Saskatchewan
Box 1229
SOM OEO
(306) 937-7785

also be used for water storage.

HEAD OFFICE

Brokenhead Ojibway Nation

Scanterbury, Man.
ROE 1WO
Toll Free #
1-800-665-7381

We've arranged excellent financial packages to suit
our people's needs (75% financing on Tank).
The above ground storage system can

Water treatment packages are also available
Excellent return of investment opportunity
available with gas bar ventures.
Areo-Power Tank System designed to respect strict
regulations of the Canadian environment protection act.

BRANCH OFFICE
Nisku,
Alberta
Box 24

TOC 2G0
(403) 955-2233

B, b

NAME:

vyHVBEI.
‘ R

)
Y]

=
‘

&

DON'T BE LEFT OUT
ON ALLTHE NEWS, INFORMATION AND
ENTERTAINMENT

BECOME AWINDSPEAKER SUBSCRIBER

HERE IS MY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER FOR 328 (INCLUDES G.5.T.), PLEASE
ENTER MY NAME TO WIN A TIPI AND SEND MY NEW SUBSCRIPTION TO?

Ol.l'l'\'.’

)

ADDRESS:

CITY:

PROVINCE:

POSTAL/ZIP:

SEND TO:

15001 - 112 AVENUE

WINDSPEAKER SUBSCRIPTIONS

EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5M 2Vé

$40 FOR ALL FOREIGN
SUBSCRIPTIONS

THERE WILL BE A $10 CHARGE
ON ALL N.S.F. CHEQUES

TO GET INFORMED AND AVOID DELAYS
CHARGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO YOUR VISA BY CALLING

TOLL FREE 1-800-661-5469




By Cooper Langford
Windspenaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Inaseriesof ceremoniesacross
the country, members of Canada’s
first nations set the stage for the
1993 International Year of the
World's Indigenous People.

Assembly of First Nations chief
Ovide Mercredi and former Inuit
CircumpolarConferencepresident
Mary Simon were on hand at the
United Nations for the interna-

tional kick-off on Dec. 10.

Governmentofficialsand com-
munity leaders meanwhile
marked the occasion with
speeches, traditional festivitiesand
appeals for action to correct his-
torical wrongs.

"Itis encouraging to know that
the international community is
beginning to recognize the rights
of our people,” said Indian Asso-
ciationof Alberta presidentRegena
Crowchild at the Edmonton
launching.

In Ottawa, Indian Affairs Min-
ister Tom Siddon unveiled a com-

memorative poster and officially
opened a new museum exhibit
featuring 18 modern aboriginal
artists.

Among the projects Siddon's
department announced to coin-
cidewithinternational celebrations
are: a$50,000 fund to support abo-
riginal film-makers, distribution
ofacalendar showcasing thework
of Native artists and the launch of
a new magazine featuring draw-
ingsand essaysby Nativechildren
about people they admire.

"1993 will be a pivotal year in
increasing the appreciation and
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1993 a special year for indigenous people

understanding of the importance
of indigenous people to our coun-
try's past, present and future,"
Siddon said.

In a media statement, Native
Women's Association of Canada
spokesperson Sharon Mclvor out-
lined a list of legislative changes
the government should make to
better the lives of aboriginal
women.

A UN-sponsored year is an
excellentbackdrop for endingdis-
criminationagainst women under
Bill C-31 and in Canada's human
rights laws, she said.

Metis Senator Thelma
Chalifoux leads a prayer atan
Edmonton ceremony.

BRIAN
MORRISSEAU

Real Estate Consultant

*Residential *Commercial
*Office Lease

*Invest wisely, Invest in Real Estate.”

Calgary Board of Education

requires

SPECIALIST, ABORIGINAL EDUCATION

Works with school administrators and staffs to meet the learning needs of
Aboriginal students. Raises awareness throughout the system of the needs of
Aboriginal students and their position as a "distinct community". Provides
leadership to policy development addressing Aboriginal issues. Liaises with
City agencies and the Calgary Catholic School Board. Develops networks with
the Aboriginal community to identify available resources. Consults with and
uses expertise of Aboriginal communities through Elders and other Aboriginal
leaders. Evaluates programs and initiatives. Develops parent and peer support
groups for Aboriginal young people. Develops a network of educational districts
for the purpose of sharing successful processes with attention to transitional
needs through Aboriginal communities and educational districts. Facilitates the
development of relevant programs.

Sutton Group-

north east real estate
AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER BROKER
#305, 435 - 36 Street N.E.

Calgary, Alberta T2A 6K3 Fax: 235-5901
"'Specializing in Alberta’s Native Real Estate Needs"'

Office: 272-0033
Pager: 230-4922 |
Mobile: 680-1527

Let's make our community a better place to live.
We pledge our support and we need your help.

From Chief Herman Roasting

Qualifications: . : . . Councillors AWBAL - g, Departments
A Bachelor's degree or equivalent. Experience with curriculum and JenathonBall Adrrrlar A
understanding of the school system. Administrative experience an asset. Larry Bull Finance
Require current knowledge of and relationship with the Aboriginal Solomon Bull Baihd Erlerbae
communities of southern Alberta. Ability to speak an Aboriginal language an Winnifred Bull Recreation
asset. Ability to relate well with others. AR AR Education
Reply to: Henry Raine Community Services
Jon Ed, Superintendent Clyde Roasting : & Police

Division of Human Resources Donna Twins Economic Development

Calgary Board of Education Public Works

515 Macleod Trail S.E. Housing

Calgary, AB T2G 219

| Council, Staff and Band Members
Closing Date: Friday, January 15, 1993

LOUIS BULL TRIBAL
ADMINISTRATION
HOBBEMA, ALBERTA

SHOW YOUR TRUE COLOURS

Box 130 Ph: (403)585-3978
SHOW OFF YOUR COLOURS Hobbema, Alberta (403)585-3860
~ WEARYOUR FAVORITE T0C 1NO (403)585-3967

WINDSPEAKER OR NATIVE PERSPECTIVE EDMONTON DIRECT: (403)423-2064

CLCTHING

® 0 000000000000 OCOEOGCOOSOEOSIOSLOSEOEOSOEOSOEOSINDOOSOOEEOSEOSOSOESTISTIPODS

SWEATSHIRTS: 27.50 each
T-SHIRTS: 17.50 each
12.00 each

7.50 each

SPECIFY WINDSPEAKER OR NATIVE PERSPECTIVE LOGOS
SIZES AVAILABLE: M, L, XL
ALL PRICES PAYABLE IN CANADIAN FUNDS
AND INCLUDE GST AND SHIPPING/HANDLING

PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
©0 000 000000000000 O0CO0CCCRORTOOIOEOEONONOIOOOTOTOTS

MAKER LODGE ALUMNI
proudly presents... i 3

)
Country
&
Roclk 'm’ Roll

BOXER SHORTS:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

PROVINCE:

POSTAL/ZIP:

PHONE:

VIsA ]
CARD NO.

EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE:

SEND YOUR ORDER TO: WINDSPEAKER - NATIVE PERSPECTIVE CLOTHING
15001 - 112 AVENUE, EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA T5M 2Vé

DON T WAIT ANOTHER MINUTE
CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR CREDIT CARD BY CALLING

TOLL FREE 1-800-661-5469

Dance

Music by
Robert Johnson
Music Services

(no rap music mid-month)

Admission:

$7.00
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May 7993 bing G very beSt to gou and yours
0"'0’”’ te... e |
NaTIvE ALLIANCE oF QUEBEC|| LITTLE RED-AIR SE VICE LTD.
JeanetteRacetter @ || = Box 58 ili ]
President/Grand Chief
Provincial Office - 21 Brodeur Street « Hull, PQ * J8Y 2P6 Fort Vermilion High Level

Blackfoot Bingo World presents another... (403) 927-4630 (403) 926-4631

$15,000 Special fax 927-3667 FUEL: fax 926-2711

sunday Evenmg .lunuury 17 I993 FLOATS-
10 NICKLES . -MAINTENANCE-
» 100% NATIVE OWNED BY LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION «
» NORTHERN ALBERTA'S AIR AMBULANCE SPECIALIST «

19931

wapacxost s || HAPPY NEW YEAR
EVERYONIE!
e I
% I}

Wishing you a year of
We wish everyone a Dppy and

fromi...

THE ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS OF QUEBEC

and LABRADOR

430 Koska
Village des Hurons
Quebec GOA 4VO0

prosperity and health
prosperous N

Phone: (418)842-5020
Fax: (418)842 2660

from Chief, Council, Staff and Band Members of 2
Whitefish Lake Band #459 2 5 " M : 2 5
General Dellvery “’teft.dé @ o YEARS OW]NNIPEG 3 YEARS

Akameg, Albere UNDERSTANDING COMMUNITIES:

TOG 0CO
Phone: (403) 767-3914 DIALOGUE ON ABORIGINAL POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Fax: (403) 767-3814

elebratin

RBand #459

THE PARTICIPANTS: THE PURPOSES:
Educators * To explore issues in post-
secondary education from
Students h sl
Community Members G perspenies 8
; p Aboriginal educators and
University and Coll.ege community leaders
Representatives » To discuss an agerida for
Federal and Provincial the long-term participation of
governments the Aboriginal community in
Business, Industry post-secondary education,
Organized Labour with a particular focus of
self-govemment
1. Public Policy and Institutional Conditions * 6 Keynote Speakers
2. College and University Student Services » 21 Workshops
FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 3. Education and Career Development * 60 Panel Presenters
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 4. Aboriginal Community-Controlled Post-Secondary Education « Cultural / Traditional Events
and Self-Government » Exhibit of Aboriginal Artists' Works,
IS BOOKlNG APPOIN.IMENTS FOR: 5. Education and Economic Development Crafts Sale and Display Area

GENERAL DENTAL TREATMENT
492-5182

COMPLETE DENTURES CHILDREN
492-5182 (AGES 5 - 15)
492-4448

TEETH CLEANING ROOT CANALS
492-4458 492-5182

8:30 - 4:30 n
MONDAY - FRIDA

CONFERENCE AIR TRAVEL e

Air Canada is the official conference airline. Save up to 50%, pending
availability, with minimum guaranteed savings of 15% on the full
Hospitality and Executive Class services. Air Canada also offers an

additional 5% reduction on its Excursion FAres, with the exception of
seat sales fares.

\ Event Number CV93317 and Reference Code UV-2 J

THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG
February 18th, 19th, & 20th, 1993

For more information, call: (204) 786-9190

Wind-e=>

g speaker

speaker

TO ADVERTISE IN WINDSPEAKER CALL: 1-800-661-5469 OR FAX: (403) 455-763




