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In an attempt to oust
Manitoba Metis Federa-
tion president Ernie
Blais, the organization's
| board of directors com-
mitted political suicide
anddissolved the board.
Thedrastic actionforces
the federation to hold a
new election.
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Journey with some of
our readers down
memory lane as they
share their stories of
Christmases past. The
entries to our story-writ-
ing contest begin on
Page 15.
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Ontario artist Linda Halfhide brings to life the joy of winter recreation during the holiday season in this paintirg, originally
commissioned for the 1994 Arctic Winter Games to be held March 6 - 12 in Slave Lake, Alberta.
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Landmark logging agreement teetérirrg

By D.B. Smith
Windspeaker Staff Writer

VANCOUVER

A so-called landmark agreement
between the B.C. government and
ClayoquotSound Natives overrestricted
tree-harvesting in that region may be
felled before it's even enacted.

The chiefs from the Nuu-chah-nulth
Tribal Council, which represents five
bands on the southwest coast of Vancou-
ver Island, will not ratify the two-year
interim agreement on logging if Premier
Mike Harcourt's NDP government
refuses to give them any decision-mak-
ing power, Tla-qui-o-aht Chief Francis
Frank said.

While thedeal provides Natives with
an advisory role on a joint management
board with the province, it will not allow
them to over-rule governmentdecisions,
he said.

"If the First Nations are left with the
impression that it is an advisory body,
we won't ratify it. It's as simple as that....
There is nothing in the agreement that
makes any reference to it being an advi-

sory body but that is what Premier
Harcourt interpreted it to be. Unfortu-
nately, that's not what the negotiators
agreed to.”

Thedeal, reached Dec. 10after weeks
of negotiations, agrees to establisha Cen-
tral Region Board composed of repre-
sentatives from the Ahousaht, Hesquiaht,
Tla-qui-o-aht, Uclueletand Toquaht First
Nations and the province. The board will
oversee logging on Flores Island and in
the southeast quarter of the Clayoquot
River Valley.

The province will provide $250,000
this year and $500,000 for each year the
agreement is in effect to train Natives in
forestry standardsinspection, park stew-
ardship and other aspects of forestry
management. The agreement also calls
for a combined First Nations-provincial
working group to develop other eco-
nomic opportunities in the region such
as tourism.

Forestry giant MacMillan Bloedel
will be allowed to harvest up to 70,000
cubic metres of trees annually in the two-
year agreement. About 60,000 cubic me-
tres will come from trees in the Clayoquot
River Valley. An additional 10,000 cubic
metres could be harvested from Flores

Island, but only in 1995.

There are, however, no specific cut-
ting areas mentioned in the agreement,
Frank said. The tribal council only iden-
tified areas that theboard could consider
for some continued forestry activity.

Although clear-cutting was virtually
outlawed, the agreement will not affect
the April 1993 deal allowing MacMillan
Bloedel to cut trees in the sound. About
20 per cent of the sound has already been
logged.

"We're not opposed to logging in
general but we are concerned with any
size of clear-cutting,” Frank said. "And if
we can influence and change the way
some companies carry out their practises
through the joint management board,
we intend to do so.”

But so far, the negotiations have not
provided the First Nations with the feel-
ing that theirissues werebeing addressed
seriously, Frank said.

Advisers to the premier have said
the agreement is a powerful argument
against the notion that all of the sound's
old-growth forests must be preserved
for future generations.

One adviser, who did not want his
name used, told the Globe and Mail two

weeks ago that environmental groups
like Greenpeace and The Sierra Club,
which have been protesting against log-
ging in the sound since june, can no
longer use theargument that the Natives
want to preserve all the forests.

That'snot very flattering for the First
Nations, said Frank.

"I'think (the government) would beill-
advised to thumb their noses at anyone."

The tribal council was looking to
preserve 100 per cent of the river valley
from loggers, he said, and the province
should be more careful abouthow it uses
Natives' interests tojustify logging in the
region.

"Wedidn't conclude negotiations on

- the thought that the environmentalist

people had to jump on board. As far as
our First Nations were concerned, we
had to be a little bit more conciliatory
than that."

The council has until the middle of
January to ratify the deal. In the mean-
time, the Tla-qui-o-aht, the Ahousahtand
the Hesquiaht First Nations plan to filea
land claim declaration with the B.C.
Treaty Commission in mid-December.

Their claim will encompass the en-
tire sound.

B.C. bands seek input into Alcan hearings [Sgskatchewan Metis
adopt new constitution

By D.B. Smith
Windspeaker Staff Writer

PRINCE GEORGE, B.C.

The B.C. government may
hold its own talks to address Na-
tive concerns over the expansion
of a hydroelectric project in the
northwestsection of the province.

The Carrier Sekani Tribal
Council boycotted the B.C. Utili-
ties Commission's public hear-
ings over completion of the Alcan
Kemano Project on the Nechako
River.

Butprovincial Native Affairs
Minister John Cashore said the
NDP government may try to get
an agreement to start talks with
the council and resolve concerns
over the environmental and eco-
nomic impacts of the expansion.

Thetribalcouncil hasalready
met with a provincial negotiator
toset up the "government-to-gov-
ernment interim talks,” tribal
council co-ordinator Rick
Krehbiel said.

"There may be hoge for that
process. It remains to be seen.”

Some of the tribal council's
10 member bands, including the
Cheslatta, have registered as par-
ticipants in the public hearings
just to "keep their options open.”

"But there's no representa-
tion at all,” he said. "Some (tribal
council) staff registered just to
get information out of those
clowns.”

The terms of reference for
the commission's discussions,
which began Nov. 7, were too
narrow for the tribal council's
participation to have any affect,
Krehbiel said. The commission
is not addressing the extent of
damage done to flooded lands
and salmon runs on the Nechako
and Fraser Rivers during-the
1950s.

The review process further
ignores the government-to-gov-
ernment protocol signed between
British Columbia and First Na-
tions in the province only three
months ago, Krehbiel said.

Last month, the Assembly of
First Nations executive council,
including Grand Chief Ovide
Mercredi, called on the federal
government to suspend hearings.
The AFN also wants Ottawa to
compensate the Cheslatta for 40
yearsof "inactionand inattention."

Band Chief Marvin Charlie
said the Cheslatta were prepared
to participate "under protest" un-
til the commission announced in
September that Alcan would be

roviding the information base
or the hearings.

"They (the B.C. Utilities Com-
mission) want us to play their
game and as soon as we reluc-
tantly agree, they change the
rules,” Charlie said.

Experts retained for the ben-
efit of registered participants, in-
cluding the band, are no longer
available and now act only as
advisers to the commissioners.

The Cheslatta maintain the
Nechako is the most important
tributary to the most significant
salmon-producing river in the
world. Expanding the project,
originally builtto provide power
for Alcan's aluminum smelters
near Kitimat, B.C., will entail
drilling a second tunnel from
theNechako'swatershed, divert-
ing up to 84 per cent of the flow.

The council has mounted an
extensive public pressure cam-
paigntosway supportaway from
the mega-project, Krehbiel said.
They're concerned that recent
drops in the price of aluminum
means power from the expan-
sion of the project will be ear-
marked for sale to B.C. Hydro
and the U.S.

That could mean taking the
province or Alcan to court over a
breach of license, he said. The
project is currently licenced only
to produce electricity for Alcan's
smelters, not for sale in the U.S.

mmmm NATION IN BRIEF s

By D.B. Smith
Windspeaker Staff Writer

SASKATOON, Sask.

The Metis took another step
towards realizing self-govern-
ment.

Members from the Saskatch-
ewan Metis Nation voted to
adopt a new constitution de-
signed to establish the first Metis
legislative assembly in Canada
at theirDecember assembly.

Metis National Council
Gerald Morin said the assembly
of nearly 700 delegates voted 98-
per-cent in favor of the constitu-
tion that will allow the Metis to
assert their own laws under their
inherent right to self-govern-
ment.

The new legislative assem-
bly would amalgamate the
SMN's currentpolitical structure,
which includes three elected ex-
ecutive officers, 12 regional di-
rectors and 120 local presidents.

Five members of the Sas-
katchewan Metis Women's As-
sociation would also be guaran-
teed representation in the new

government, which will give the
Metis people greater access to
the decision-making process,
Morin said.

Although still in the plan-
ning stage, the constitution
would replace the Non-profit
Corporations Actasthelaw regu-
lating the association. The new
deal would also outline the Metis
stand on land claims, revenue
sharing with provincial and fed-
eral governments, transfer pay-
ments and taxation.

"The new constitution's laid
a solid foundation," he said.

Morin said he expects little
opposition from Ottawa or the
province because both govern-
ments have previously recog-
nized the Metis' inherent rightto
self-government.

Saskatchewan already
signed a bilateral framework
agreement to negotiate on social
programs, Morin said. And Ot-
tawa recognized the Metis' in-
herent right to self-government
during the Charlottetown Ac-
cord talks.

The Liberal government has
alsocome outin favor of an inde-

pendent Metis Nation, he said.

Dene chief happy with Liberals

Bill Erasmus, chief of the Dene Nation, said he's en-
couraged by the attitude of the new Liberal govern-
ment. Erasmus met with Indian Affairs Minister Ron
Irwin last month. The Dene chief said he feels Ottawa
is finally ready foranew relationship with Natives. The
Mulroney government of the last eight years has been
the worst federal government in memory, he added.
Asa sign of good faith, Erasmus asked Irwin to restore
funding to the Dene Nation and all institutions de-
signed to help Natives. Erasmus also stressed the
government of the Northwest Territories has no au-
thority over Natives in the North and that Ottawa can
over-rule any legislation that the NWT puts forth.

Ontario and band set court date

The Teme-Augama Anishnabai and the Ontario gov-
ernment have set a court date to sort out their differ-
ences over land cautions in the Temagami area. The
band and the province are scheduled to appear in
North Bay district court Jan. 16. The provinceis hoping
to get land cautions placed againstall devglopment in

the area removed from about 4,000 square kilometres in
and around the township of Temagami. The band had
agreed toliftthecautionsif the Teme-Augama Anishnabai
Assembly approved the province's latest land claim offer.
But the assembly voted just over 50 per cent against the
deal that would haveseenand end to the cautions plus $15
million dollars in compensation over 10 years for the
band, title to about 300 square kilometres and shared
stewardship of 1,300 more. In addition to the removal of
the land freeze, the province wants the court to dismiss
three outstanding appeals against use of the land.

Cities in trouble unless they act - NCC

Canadian cities will be in trouble unless they attempt to
remedy the wrongs done against Natives in the past, the
head of the Native Council of Canada said. Ron George
said current trends could lead to an explosive situation in
some cities, particularly in western Canada. George high-
lighted recent statistics showing more Natives are mov-
ing to urban centres. Between 1986 and 1991, Native
populations in Canada's 25 largest cities grew by 41 per
cent. There were 42,695 Natives living in Edmonton in

1991. That figure was up 53 per cent from 1986. The
numbers rose 60 per centin Calgary over the same time
period. The NCC is a national organization represent-
ing Canada's 750,000 off-reserve Indian and Metis peo-
ple. Unemployment among non-reserve Natives is
twice that of the national average, George said. The
suicide rate is three to four times higher. He called on
Ottawa to start dealing with the three out of four
Natives who live off-reserve by reaching out and re-
specting them rather than ignoring and denigrating
them the way it currently does.

Police to seize smuggled tobacco

In a move reminiscent of the United States “zero toler-
ance” on drug trafficking, a new Revenue Canada
policy will allow police to seize vehicles if they find
evenasmallamount of smuggled tobacco inside. In the
past 10 days, police in Manitoba have seized cars from
three people caught leaving the Roseau River Reserve
with contraband cigarettes. Police have said cigarettes
arebeing sold on the reserve, not far from the American
border, for as little as $20 a carton.
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Witness intimidation allegations
dog court challenge to Bill C-3 1

OTTAWA

The second half of the trial
challengingacontroversial amend-
ment to the Indian Act wrapped
upina federal courtin Ottawa last
week with further allegations of
witness intimidation.

Bernice Wells, a witness from
the Tsuu T'ina reserve in Alberta,
told the court Dec.13 that she was
scared of retaliation from mem-
bers of her community for testify-
ing in defense of Bill C-31.

"Butitis my reserve and Iwill
die there,"” she told the court.

The case, which first got un-
der wayin Edmonton Sept. 20and
reconvened in Ottawa Nov. 15,
involves a challenge by members
of three Alberta bands to Bill C-31.
The 1985 amendment to the In-
dian Act restored Indian status to
disenfranchised Natives, many of
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Many C-31 Natives were put
back onto band lists by Ottawa
once the bill had passed. But the
plaintiffs, lead by Conservative
Senator and Sawridge Band Chief
Walter Twinn, maintain that only
bandscandeterminemembership.

Twinn, along with fellow
plaintiffs Bruce Starlight of the
Tsuu T'ina Nation and Wayne
Roan of the Ermineskin Band, ar-
gued that uncontrolled increases
in membership threaten the eco-
nomic, social and cultural security
of bands.

So far, more than 150,000 peo-
ple have applied for status under
thebill. Some 95,000 Natives across
Canada have been re-instated.
Approximately 10,000 of themare
from Alberta.

Natives cannot go back to the

old days but they can return to the
values they once held, Wells said,
including the belief noone person
is more important than another.

Wells, who was the last per-
son to testify in the 50-day trial,
said she is not interested in the
wealthy band's financial assets,but
rather in its values and culture.

Witness intimidation is noth-
ing new to this trial. Two weeks
ago, Mary Two-Axe Earley, who
testified from her wheelchair, was
confronted outside thecourthouse
by Kahnawake councillor Billy
Two Rivers. The two got into a
heated exchange in Mohawk over
the dangers the amendment
presents to reserves.

More than 1,800 people are
currently on awaitinglist toreturn
to Kahnawake, Two Rivers told
her, and the government cannot
be allowed to impose its will on

Mohawks in this manner.

Earley said she had also been
pressured by other people from
Kahnawake not to testify as a wit-
ness for the Native Council of
Canada, which is acting as an
intervener in the case.

Meanwhile EdmontonRCMP
are still conducting their investi-
gation into the possible intimida-
tion of witnesses during the Ed-
monton portion of the trial.

Lawyer for the intervening
Native Council of Canada (Al-
berta), Jon Faulds, told the court
Nov. 4 that witnesses Francis
Jensen and Edith Crowchild de-
cided nottotestifyafteratelephone
conversation with the plaintiffs'
counsel of record, Catherine
Twinn.

Catherine Twinn, Senator
Twinn's wife, said she spoke to the
two women but emphasized that

the witnesses called her. Justice
Frank Muldoon, the judge presid-
ing over the case, pointed out that
theconversation still constituted a
breach of client-solicitor privilege.

Two of the three witnesses for
the Non-StatusIndian Association
of Alberta, another intervener in
the case, were also to appear in
court Nov. 4. But the two Tsuu
T'ina women failed to show up
afteratelephoneconversationwith
an as yet un-named third party.

A third woman from that re-
servedid testify, despite being told
by an un-named female telephone
caller that she would "do all right"
not to.

Lawyers for the plaintiffs, de-
fendants and interveners will re-
turn to Ottawa in March to make
their final arguments. The court
has some 150 volumes of material
and fiveexpertreports toconsider.

Document omission stalls Rupert's Land case

By D.B. Smith
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HOBBEMA, Alta.

A court case that could setan important

land claim settlement- precedent for First
Nations across Canada is on hold while the
four plaintiff bands in Alberta find a new
lawyer.
The Ermineskin, Montana, Louis Bull
and Samson Bands dismissed their council,
B.C. lawyer Thomas Berger, because he re-
fused to rewrite the statement of claim the
way the bands wanted, Ermineskin execu-
tive director of external affairs Jim Minde
said.

"Historical facts were incorrect pertain-
ing to the four bands."

The chiefs of the Ermineskin and
Samson bands were both recognized as
chiefs by the Crown before treaties were
signed, Minde said. But the statement of
claim makes no mention of that fact.

"We felt it was a very important fact if
you're recognized as chief prior to signing
a treaty. That's where your strength comes
from in declaring sovereignty."

The bands did not want their history
incorrectly documented, especially if the
court ruled in their favor and the decision
became law, Minde said.

Berger declined commentexceptto say
he has withdrawn from the case.

Thefour central Alberta bands are seek-
ing a declaration from Ottawa to the effect
that, under the 1870 Rupert's Land Order,
the federal governmenthonor a promise to
protect "the interests and well-being" of

Natives. A resolutionof that statementcould
mean compensation for lost resources and
lands that span almost the entire region of
Canada.

Rupert's land comprises all the land in
Canada whose rivers drain into Hudson'’s
Bay. Jurisdiction of the land was transferred
from the Hudson's Bay Company to the
federal government in 1870.

The Rupert's Land Order returned con-
trol of the region to Ottawa and specified
that the federal government was responsi-
ble for the Indians living there.

"The case is a good case,” Minde said.
"The concern we had was putting forward
this historical information and making sure
it was correct.”

The case was to proceed Dec. 14 in fed-
eral courtin Calgary buthas beenadjourned
for six months.

Respect for Aborlglnal rights essential to change

By D.B. Smith
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Aboriginals in Canada will
be further alienated if steps to re-
structure a new relationship with
Ottawa are not undertaken, the
Royal Commissionon Aboriginal
People's latest papers concluded.

Exploring the Options, the
commission's third progress re-
port, warned that many of the
issues facing Indians will not be
resolved without a change in atti-
tude by both Natives and non-
Natives.

The recognition and respect
of Aboriginalrightsrequired fora
new relationship are mutual, the
document stated.

Rene Dussault

"Non-Aboriginal people and
governments must acknowledge

the rights and concerns of Abo-
riginal people that have been ig-
nored in the past. Aboriginal peo-
pleinturnneed to understand the
concerns of the people and com-
munities with whom they share
the territory of Canada."
Tinkering with government
programs or with the law would
be insufficient to achieve real
change in Canada, the report
stated. The new relationship must
be a partnership based on equal-
ity and mutual respect between
Natives and non-Natives.
Commission co-chair Rene
Dussault said that towns and
municipalities must stop resist-
ingFirstNationsself-government.
Fear of Native self-rule has
led many municipalleaderstoput

off acting with Native, provincial
and federal officials, the Quebec

justice added. Getting involved
in the process will prevent mu-
nicipalities from having land-
claimesettlements thrust upon
them.

Ottawa must also honor out-
standing treaty and constitutional
obligations that were agreed to
with Aboriginal peoples but that
have been "frequently ignored,”
the commission concluded.

Released in November, Ex-
ploring the Optlons summarizes
the commission's fourth round of
hearings and the opinions of more
than 2,200 individuals and groups
in 112 communities.

Commission  co-chairs
Dussault and George Erasmus
have hosted round table discus-
sions on issues such as justice,
health, education and economic
development.

Quebec must address Native issues now - minister

By D.B. Smith
Windspeaker Staff Writer

MONTREAL

Quebec must address Native
issues now before tensions be-
tween Aboriginals and non-Abo-
riginals escalate, provincial Na-
tive Affairs Minister Christos
Sirros told the Royal Commission
on Aboriginal Peoples.

"Relations between Natives
and non-Natives are worrisome,

. both for the Quebec government

and for the populationasawhole,"
he said.

"There is an urgent need to
act because the residents of a
number of Native communities
are being held hostage and the
social climate has become intoler-
able.

Moreover, Quebecers are be-
ing bombarded increasingly with
information and are becoming
more and more mistrustful of the
Native people.”

In his presentation to thecom-
mission Dec. 2, Sirros said Na-
tives and Quebecoise areinevita-

bly bound to each other and that
the province must recognize the
conflicts, such as the 1990 Oka
crisis, as they arise.

He also stressed the need to
act urgently on pin-pointing real-
istic solutions.

"We must remain clear-
headed and act in a responsible
manner and avoid unilateral
short-term actions,” he said.

The minister also proposed
the province develop a series of
practical measures aimed at im-
proving living conditions in Na-
tivecommunities, especiallyinthe

areas of health, justice and eco-
nomic development.

A political forum could es-
tablish the scope of Native self-
government, with emphasis on
developing a workable relation-
shipbetween nations, hesaid. The
custodianship that currently ex-
ists under the federal Indian Act
should be abolished once Natives
and the Quebecgovernmentcome
to an agreement.

But there will be limits to any
First Nations government, just as
there are limits to provincial and
municipal powers, Sirros said.
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Government's goal
divide and conquer?!

Last week's interim agreement between the province of B.C.
and Natives in Clayoquot Sound over tree harvesting was called "a
landmark” by some non-Native press and "a political coup by
Premier Mike Harcourt" by others. Coup is perhaps more appro-
priate.

The Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council hereditary chiefs were

presented with the deal two weeks ago. They have yet to ratify it.
Hopefully, they probably won't. The deal is not what the council
wanted. And if they sign it, it could be the beginning of the end for
the Indians and the trees in the sound.

B.C.'s offer manages to fall short of the council’s expectations
onalmostall counts. Thefirst part deals with logging the Clayoquot
River Valley. About a quarter of it will be set aside for harvesting
by MacMillan Bloedel. The council wanted all of the valley pre-
served.

A later section deals with types of harvesting, specifically ;

clear-cutting. The council didn't want great open swathes of barren
ground left behind by the loggers, so the agreement states that
longline-, helicopter-, and balloon-extraction methods would be
used instead of clear-cutting. There's a subsequent clause in the
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deal, however, that says exception to this rule shall be decided on |= '.; ‘

a case-to-case basis by a regional board made up of provincial and
tribal council officials. So clear-cutting is not an impossibility.

A major disappointment in the agreement was the lack of
decision-making power that the council will have. As far as Pre-
mier Harcourt is concerned, the regional boards, working groups
and other provincial /Native panels formed under the agreement
to manage the forests are only advisory boards. They can suggest
things to the government, but have little power to change forestry
management decisions that they don't like. That means the power
- the real power to control harvesting - will be in Victoria, not in the
sound.

But that's not the worst part of all of this. One of the premier's
strategists told a Globe and Mail reporter during a press confer-
ence two weeks ago that the environmentalists who have been
camped out in the sound since June to protest clear-cutting can no
longer claim that all of the rain forests in the region should be
preserved. That argument no longer applies, he said, because the
chiefs' signatures on this deal will prove the Natives don't want to
preserve all of the trees in the sound.

But clearly they do. Tla-qui-o-aht Chief Francis Frank said the
council needs decision-making powers before they will sign. Fur-
thermore, he resented even 25 per cent of the Clayoquot River
Valley being handed over to MacMillan Bloedel, even if it won't be
clear-cut.

One is drawn to the unavoidable conclusion that the province
had a "divide and conquer” strategy mapped out before the nego-
tiations for this deal even began back in October. Once the heredi-
tary chiefs sign the deal, Harcourt can use their signatures as
support for the government's position and tell the environmental
groups to back off. And once the public pressure from the environ-
mentalists has been diffused, he can go after the First Nations.

Frank said there's no way he will sign the deal if the Natives
have only advisory status. He also plans to approach the B.C.
Treaty Commission in mid-December with the Tla-qui-o-aht,
Ahousaht and the Hesquiaht Nations' combined land claim. The
three bands hope to secure all the land within the sound, including
the 20 per cent that's already been logged.

The outcome of those treaty negotiations will, perhaps, be the
key to all of this. Certainly the province, despite its August 1993
commitment to recognize the First Nations as separate govern-
ments, does not want to surrender any decision-making power to
the tribal council. Harcourt's anonymous strategist revealed the
province's real motives when he spoke to the Globe .

It's up to the Tla-qui-o-aht, Ahousaht and Hesquiaht to get
control of what they can while there's still time.
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Love most important ingredient

It's Christmas time again.

Each year, as this time ap-
proaches, I try to plan something
special for my family. This year was
no exception.

As I planned for this special
day, I remembered my own child-
hood Christmases.

In my early school years, as this
time grew nearer, I used to count the
days till Christmas because for me
the holidays meant going home. Be-
inginanIndianresidential school all
year, mybrothers,sistersand Ilooked
forward to being home with family.

However, being in residence at
this time was exciting, too, for the
birth of Jesuswasa significantevent.

But, for me, the most memora-
ble thing about this time was the
wonderful warm feeling that every-
oneseemed to project. Theyallmade
special efforts to be kind and under-
standing.

One year, we almost didn't
make it home for Christmas. Our
family home was quite a distance
from the residential school and my
parents were having difficulty com-
ing to get us.

Although the Christmas spirit
wasprevalentthroughouttheschool,
Iwanted desperately to be at home
withmy mother, fatherand younger
brother and sisters.

That night before Christmas, as
I listened to the angelic sounds of
carols filtering through our dormi-

JANICE

ACOOSE

tory, I cried. I had accepted that I
would not be home for Christmas.

Very early Christmas morning,
my father showed up. After attend-
ing mass in the mission chapel, we
all went back to my grandparents'’
home on the reserve. That was a
Christmas to remember.

All my father's relatives were
present, my grandparents, my aunts,
unclesand cousins. And allmybroth-
ers and sisters were together.

Inlater years,as Christmas drew
near, my mother always made s
cial plans. She started by thoroughly
cleaning our house. The scrubbing,
waxing and polishing rituals seemed
to take forever.

But we always managed to
make it fun. (I made sure thatl was
assigned to help polish the floors.
Polishing the floors meant sitting
on an old wool sweater and having
my sisters pull me around until the
floors shone. We busied ourselves
for hours it seemed, screaming and

laughing all the while.)

Although the presents that
eventually ended up under the tree
must have been important to me
then, I certainly don't remember
them now. What stands out mostin
my mind is the love and together-
ness we shared as a family.

Through the years, as we all got
older, these traditions seemed to
become less important. Certainly,
the deaths of our grandparents, our
father and our brother made these
occasions lessjoyous. And, although
their spirits will remain with us for-
ever, there will always be a certain
sadness and emptiness atChristmas.

So, this year as I planned for
Christmas, I thought of giving tomy
family and friendsa little bit of what
made my Christmases special —my
wonderful memories of family and
thelove and joy we shared at Christ-
mas:

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

EUnda Caldwell [.5 2 Noel McNaughton
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Dear Editor,

Since the signing of the trea-
ties, Native rights have always
been a contentious issue. In an
attempt to clarify some of the
hunting and fishing misconcep-
tions and inconsistencies from
jurisdiction to jurisdiction, the
Chapleau Cree First Nationand
the Brunswick House First Na-
tionhosted aninformation meet-
ing on hunting and
fishing rights of status Natives/
band transfers on Nov. 18.

The meeting was attended
by conservation officer Tim
Moody and Native liaison
Charlie Tedesco. These men are
front-line workers enforcing
policy, not making it. For all
their efforts they could not be of
much assistance.

Department of Indian Af-
fairs and Northern Develop-
ment district director Gail
Shawboniquit's representative
was the assistant manager of
lands, revenue, and trusts Gail
Restoule. Not being a policy
maker for her department, she
could not offer much informa-
tion either.

DIAND is surmised as the
governing body responsible for
Indian Affairs and the lack of
tangible decisions made by our
"representative” continues to be
very frustrating.

With the passing of Bill C-
31 there has been an influx of
Native people regaining their
status.Some haveopted to trans-
fer from their affiliated commu-
nity to another.

In July 1987, before my
brother madeadecision to trans-
fer, he wrote to DIAND seeking

Letters

welcome

Windspeaker
welcomes letters to
the Editor. Submis-
sions should be
approximately 300
words or less in
length. All letters
must be signed with
a first and last name
or an initial and last
name. A phone
number and address
must be included,
not for publication
but for verification.

All letters are
subject to editing.

Please send let-
ters to

Linda Caldwell,
Editor,
Windspeaker,
15001 112 Ave.,
Edmonton, AB
T5M 2Ve.

clarification on transfer rights.
In response, the district super-
intendent explicitly states," If
you transfer from one Treaty
area to another you will relin-
quish your treaty rights from
your former band and take on
the treaty rights of the later band
you are transferring to."

In 1993, without consulta-
tion or informing the Native
leaders until they were ques-
tioned, this became DIAND's

sition.

"The legal opinion from
headquarters is that Treaty
rights are inherited from their
direct ancestors and their rights
would stay with the originating
Band from which they gained
status as Indians.” No one at the
meeting could say who's opin-
ion it was, just that it came from
DIAND's Legal Service Depart-
ment and that "treaties were
made with people, not organi-
zations, therefore, a person’s in-
herent rights are not transfer-
able."

Inother cases, peopleIknow
personally attempting to stay
within theboundaries of the law
went to the MNR office for a
map outlining their new treaty
area. They received the maps
indicating thearea in which they
could legally huntand fish. Now
they are told the words spoken
and the maps received then are
no longer valid.

Atthe Nov. 18 meeting, Gail
was questioned on the fact that,
upon looking at a Native status
card there is no indication of
whether or not that person has
transferred from another com-
munity. Up to this pointin time,
it has been DIAND's policy to

Ovide Mercredi
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DIAND flips-flops

on

hunting areas

Dorothy Chocolate

DIAND confusing Aboriginal hunters on non-Native laws of the land.

give band transfer information
to MNR officials without con-
sent from the person who is be-
ing inquired into. Neither are
the chief and council of their
community notified.

Theabovepracticesare only
a sampling of the paternal sys-
tem evident in Indian Country.
Aboriginal people want the situ-
ation rectified. The direct inva-
sion of privacy and continued
changes in opinions is absurd.
These acts would not be. toler-
ated by any other people in
Canada.

On one hand, the govern-
ment is saying to get ready for
self government. On the other

Dear Editor,

Soon after I was elected National Chief, Iwas
given advice by several respected Elders during
a traditional ceremony at Wahpetin Reserve. The
counsel they passed on has helped
my duties and responsibilities. For this Christ-
mas season, I would like to share their advice

with you.

I was advised that my task as National Chief
was to try and heal the divisions that exist in our
society. It was also my duty, Iwas told, to try and
reach an honorable reconciliation between our-

hand, they do not consult or in-
form us on what they are doing,
"for our own good."

If communication is not the
key, how else can Native people
understand thenon-Nativelaws
of the land that directly affect
us, such as hunting and fishing?
We want to negotiate and come
to an agreement on how we can
all live in harmony. We don't
want to have to challenge the
system, but sometimes we are
left with no choice.

What has to happen is that
people in positions of power to
change policy mustmakeacom-
mitment to do so. As partof that
commitment, they must make

themselves available to the peo-
pletheyareempowered toserve.

We can no longer afford to
toleratediversions fromourem-
issaries. We need strong, dedi-
cated people who will take a
stand for the advancement of
all. We need people who are not
afraid to take action. We haveto
voice our opinions. People are
not used to hearing what has to
be said and feel threatened. We
arenotthreatening; wejustwant
to be heard and accepted for
what we are, the original people
with inherent rights....

Pat Tamble
Chapleau Cree First Nation, Ont.

Nation Chief gives Christmas message

each other out - when times are difficult. I know
that it is a tradition of our peoples, whether in

compassion.
guide me in

caring for the needy or helping those in personal
difficulty, to share their knowledge, wealth or

It is our tradition to help each other.
During this season, there will be many people
in our communities who need the care and sup-

port of others. Together, we can make a better

selves as First Nations peoples and the rest of

Canada.

To reach that goal, our respected Elders told
me that we must try to lift each other up - to help

Ovide Mercredi

National Chief

Christmas for those in need.

On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations, my
family and I extend our best wishes and hopes for
ahealthy and happy Christmas seasontoall of you.

Assembly of First Nations

More funding needed for education

Dear Editor:

First Nations students in
present and future adult basic
education programs must keep
up with these times of fluctuat-
ing economy where there is a
continuous shiftinjobdemands.

At the present, a person
who wishes toupgrade his/her
education from Grade 11/12
can expect to be a student for
up to two years minimum, full-
time study.

Most people returning to
school have been out of the edu-
cation system for many years.

Most knowledge acquired
at the secondary school level

has been forgotten.

In a adult basic education
program students normally
progress from lower level (en-
trance) courses to higher (di-
ploma) level courses.

Entrance level courses take
one four-month termtocomplete.

Upperlevel courses, which
are the pre-requisites for most
college entrance requirements,
take up to three four-month
terms to successfully complete.

However, the amount of
fundingallotted toFirst Nations
students by the Department of
Indian Affairs and Northern
Development is in opposition
with the time necessary to com-

plete these studies.

The time limit imposed by
the Department of Indian and
Northern Affairs funding is for
amaximumofeightmonthsfull-
time studies.

This places a lot of unneces-
sary pressureon Nativestudents
whoare makingan effort tocom-
plete their courses with accept-
able grades and meet the dead-
line demands of the funding
policy at the same time.

This brings toquestion how
Department of Indian and
Northern Affairsbased theirde-
cision on the time that First Na-
tions students are allowed to
attend an adult basic education

program in British Columbia.

First Nations students in
these programs at the present
date feel that they are being set
up for inevitable failure by be-
ing required to complete the
program in such a limited
amount of time.

We ask the Department of
Indian Affairs to consider the
student's integrity and confi-
dence and give them a fair
chance to achieve an education
in adequate time!

Arlene S. Winterstein
Capilano College Student Society
Vancouver, B.C.
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Country

Community Events

N _

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE YOUR
EVENTS IN THIS CALENDAR FOR THE
JANUARY 3RD ISSUE, PLEASE CALLETHEL
BEFORE NOON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER
17TH AT 1-800-661-5469, FAX (403)
455-7639 OR WRITE T0: 15001-112
AVENUE, EDMONTON, AB., TSM 2Vé

NATIVE ELDERS SOUP & BANNOCK
Every Wednesday at noon
B8

Edmanton, Al ta

'RECREATION NIGHT FOR YOUTH
Every Wednesday 6 to 8:30 pm,
Edmonton, Alberta _ |
JACKSON BEARDY: A LIFE'S
October 8, 12“ ry 3

ﬁf)ecernber 3- 30 1993
Bdmonton, Alberta

ey

St.;:‘Paul anesota
4th AN NUAL CROS S-CULTURAL CONFEREN CE

Pmcher Creek Al 'berta

PRINCE ALBERT INDIAN METIS FRIENDSHIP

| Prmce Albert Saskatchewan
DOTC WINTER FESTIVAL
January 28 - 30, 1994
Brandon, Manitoba

Oki. Well, it's that time of the
year when everyone bustles
around shopping for presents
and food - you know, the
fattening holiday? Yeah, you
got it! It's Christmas!

This year, Iwillbe travelling
to the south, down to my home
reserve. I have a Christmas
memory of my own (you don't
have a choice but to read on).
Let me tell you a little about my
father's house. He built it many
moons ago.Ithad twobedrooms
and no basement, which means
it never had running water or
heat. Any way, this house was
full of love and joy as well as six
kids and two adults. I don't
remember if it was a problem
living in there, but it wasn't
boring because across the road
waswhere my grandmotherand
many of my cousins lived. They
used to come over every day.
You know how it is. Any way,
after my mother left with uskids,
my father's house did not feel
the joy the kids made for a long
time. A couple of years ago, our
family gottogetheron Christmas
in that old house. It was as if we
never left that place. There was
no sign of hate or hostility in
that place, only the love and joy
it used to have a long time ago.
I'll never forget that Christmas -
it was like going home again.

Book of heroes

Vancouver, B.C. - Many people
gathered at the University of
British Columbia to launch a
book called Courageous Spirits:
Aboriginal Heroes of Our
Children. Courageous Spiritsis
a book of essays, written by
Aboriginal students from all
grade levels and from all over
Canada. It was sponsored by
the Mokakit First Nation and
the Department of Indian
Affairs and Northern
Development. They picked one
winner from each category and
forwarded those entries to the
Mokakit for final judging. The
book is about role models for
Aboriginal children. As said by

NEW YEARS EVE

PEOPLE & PLACES

by Ethel Winnipeg

Mr John Watson, B.C. Regional
Director General of Indian
Affairs, "Courageous Spirits
shows us that heroes are not
only born of myths and legends.
They are our mothers, our
fathers, our peers and our
elders. The students themselves
are heroes, in a sense, for
providing children across
Canada with role models they
can look up to, and for helping
us to recognize the potential
we have within ourselves to
realize our dreams.” So pick it
up and read about heroes to
our children.

Surely, you know Shirley
This woman is one of my
friends. We used to go to school
together at PICSS. I used to say
'hi," but that was about it. We
met up in Bismarck, North

* Featuring ¢

Doors open aat:
supper at:

Dance at:

Dakota about four years ago at
their annual powwow. We
camped together down there. I
never really knew her until
Bismarck, where we became
partners in crime, so to speak.
You know, what young women

do - flirt, ogle the men and

giggle a lot. She let me into her
life like a sister and I did the
same to her. She introduced me
toher family and Idid the same.
Her mother Rosa was just like
her, full of love and pride. She
liked me so much, she adopted
me in her own way. So Rosa,
mom, did youbuy me a present
for Christmas? Justjoking! Any
way, I would like to introduce
you to my sister /friend Shirley
Hill, my mother Rosa, and my
littlebrother. And you probably
know who's on the left side.
Yeah, you got it. It's me.

Friday, December 31,1993

Maria Munro Memorml Hall
Beaver Lake First Nation, Alberta

KELLYATCHEYNUM & THE BLUEWATER BAND

30 p
230 pIn
9:00 P

ADMISSTON
22 IPFPer Person

40 Per Couple

(price includes supper, coffee-tea-punch, party favors and dance)
Tickets available through the Beaver Lake Band office or at the door.

Beaver Lake First Nation is a Dry Reserve, therefore-absolutely no
alcohol or drugs or those under the influence will be allowed.

SECURITY PROVIDED.




Well, it's here. That wonder-
fully perplexing seasonweallknow
and love as Christmas has arrived
for yetanother financially draining
year. And like every year I tell my-
self "Drew, don't get caught up in
the whole buying, giving, getting,
eating, burping, trying to find my
jacketafter the last Christmas party
mess.”

I say this because I don't un-
derstand thiswhole Yuletide thing.
And no, I'm not going through a

-Scroege phase. Actually I would
callit more of a "let's try and ration-
alize the habits of white people and
hopefullyunderstand them" phase.
AsaNative person thisis becoming
more and more a full-time job to
me. I've been reading a lot of
Desmond Morris lately.

OK let's start at the beginning.
Christmas was created to celebrate
the birth of Christ, right? Now
doesn'tthatsound simple? Butmost
historians agree Christ couldn't
have been born on Dec. 25 for some
historical reason but what theheck,

o0t AN
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Christmas another example of perplexing white culture

DREW
HAYDEN TAYLOR

let's celebrate it anyway. Which, in
a way, turned out kinda OK.

Luckily, all the Christmas car-
ols take place in winter. Dashing
through the Snow just wouldn't
have the same effect in June. How
aboutFrosty theMud ManforMay?

And try and find another his-
torian who thinks it's possible that
Christ was born in the year Zero.
Uh uh. Most people thinkaround 7
or 9 B.C. But let's start the first
Millennium off when he's in grade
school. Go figure.

Let's look at it from another
angle. When would it be the most

inconvenient and difficult time of
year tobattletheelementsand travel
the icy roads to come home? How
about the dead of winter?! Oh, that
makes a lot of sense.

Now traditionally, my people,
the Ojibways of this country, usu-
ally broke up into smaller family
groups in the winter when it was
harder to travel and there was less
food to goaround. This provided a
better survival rate. Then they
would merge back together in the
summer when times were good
and itmade sense. Butno, whatdid
we know, we were backward sav-

SEASON'S GREETINGS

FROM OUR FAMILY

TO YOURS

ages. Right, thiscoming fromarace
of people who, every year, wait in
anticipation for some fat white man
in a red suit being pulled by flying
reindeer whotravelstheworld pull-
ing break-and-enters. And they
leave cookies out for him. Now this
is an advanced society.

And there's no use trying to
combine the two different philoso-
phies of winter life. People just get
upset. I will give you an example.
Several years ago I was attending
college in Toronto. I had just ar-
rived backinthecityafter spending
a couple weeks at home for - you
guessed it - Christmas, when I was
invited to dinner with relatives of
my roommate.

The evening wentalong pleas-
antly enough when, curious as to
how Native people spent the holi-
days, they asked me what1did for
Christmas. So I told them of this
strangeadventurelhad.Iwaswalk-
ing home Christmas Eve from vis-
iting friendswhenInoticed,in front
of my house, awhole herd of large

deer milling about something that
looked like it had skis. The kids at
the table started to get excited and
asked me what I did then.

Well, I told them I did what
any self-respecting Indian would
havedonein thatsituation.Igotmy
gun, shot them and ate them. We
had several hearty Christmasmeals,
let me tell you.

I thought it was an interesting
story but for some reason, it had
upset myroommate's family, espe-
cially the kids. So trying to apolo-
gize and get back in the family's
good graces, I held up my duffel
bag and said, "I have some steaks
left over. They're in here. Want
some?” Again I said something
wrong.

Now any self-respecting Na-
tive family would have jumped at
the chance for fresh venison, espe-
cially theseones. They had sucha...
light taste to them. Not heavy like
some meats.

Not like that rabbit I caught
last Easter.

“..Human

| rights is about
fairness and
how people treat
one another”

A Public
Review

of Human
Rights in
Alberta is
underway.

Your opinion is important

We're seeking the views of all Albertans on the

future of human rights in our province and

your opinion matters. Are you interested in

forging and shaping human rights legislation

for the 21st century? Here’s how you can do it.

¢ Written submissions and letters will be
accepted until February 18, 1994.

e If you wish to organize a workshop before
February 1, 1994, we will assist you.

¢ Public hearings are scheduled for February,
1994, in Lethbridge, Calgary, Red Deer,
Edmonton, Hinton, Ft. McMurray and
Grande Prairie.

¢ Group and community meetings with the
Chief Commissioner may be requested until
February 1, 1994.

How to reach us:

Alberta Human Rights Public Review
801, 10011 - 109 Street
Edmonton, Alberta. T5K 0G7

Telephone: For toll free access outside
Edmonton consult your local directory for
the Alberta Government operator and ask
for 422-1936. In Edmonton: 422-1936.

and Deaf or hearing impaired
call Edmonton 427-9999
L&l Other locations 1-800-232-7215

Abeciia

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
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Business structure
a matter of choice

By Heather Halpenny
Windspeaker Contributor

EDMONTON

These next two columns
look atone of the toughest ques-
tions to be thought through
when startinga business on your
own. Who are theowners? What
type of structure will the busi-
ness have? This first column will
look at what choices there are.
Nextcolumn, whichwill appear
Jan. 17, 1994, will discuss the
pros and cons of each structure.

A sole proprietorship is the
easiest form of business to start.
Theonlylegal considerationsare
that the business needs to be
legal, the owner pays taxes on
any profits earned and, where
necessary, obtains a permit or
licence to operate. Itis so simple
to start this form of business
that some sources estimate 60 to
70 per cent of businesses operat-
ing in Canada are sole
proprietorships. Usually a sole
proprietorship is very small with
a modest income. When the in-
come gets past a certain level, it
is changed to a private corpora-
tion for tax reasons.

A business partnership is
more complicated to get going.
A partnership is formed by the
agreement of the partners, ei-
ther verbally or in writing. A
written partnership is called the
articles of partnership or the
partnership agreement.

A standard partnership
agreement would include the
following:

o Name of the business;

* location and type of business;
* duration of the agreement;

» names of the partners and the
amountof each partner's invest-
ment;

» how profits and losses are to
be shared;

e limitations on withdrawing
funds from the business;

e how you can bring on new
partners;

* how a partner can get out of
the business;

» who gets paid whatsalary and
how profits and losses are to be
divided;

e who says what about manag-
ing the day-to-day affairs of the
business.

A partnership agreement
should be registered at the pro-
vincial registry office.

A corporation can be set up
either under the federal Corpo-
ration Actor the provincial Cor-
poration Act. A corporation in-
corporated provincially can do
business anywhere in Canada
but must locate the head office
in the province. A federally in-
corporated corporationcanhave
itshead office located anywhere
in Canada. A business becomes
a corporation by writing out a
document called the articles of
incorporation. These will in-
clude:
¢ The name of the company, if
the company is to be named;

* the locations of the registered
head office;

¢ the classes and total numbers
of shares the company can is-
sue, as well as the rights, privi-
leges and restrictions of each
class of shares;

o the number of the directors of
the corporation;

* the name and address of each
incorporater;

* any restrictions on the types of
business activity in which the
corporation may follow;

e the signatures of the
incorporaters.

There is a registration fee
but once the corporation has
been certified, it has the rights,
powers and privileges of a per-
son.

What's right for you and
your business? Next column we
look at the pros and cons of each:
sole proprietorship, partnership
and corporation. If you are think-
ing of getting into business for
yourself this spring, now is the
time for planning. Call us at no
cost with your questions.

(Heather Halpenny is with
Crocker Consulting Inc. The Ed-

monton phone number is 432-

1009.)

If you can’t find Windspealker
in your band office, ask why.

ALBERTA
PACIFIC

FOREST INDUSTRIES INC

P.O. BOX 8000
BOYLE, ALTA
TOA OMO
PHONE:
(403) 525-8000

NAT IV E (403) F;A;.':BOQQ
AFFAIRS

i
Proud to serve

Saskatchewan's
Aboriginal People

SEASON'S GREETINGS!
Price Waterhouse

Chartered Accountants
Management Consultants
Suite 1250

1867 Hamilton Street
Regina, Sask, S4P 2C2
(306) 757-5917

Telecopier 757-7956

Season’s Greetings from Staff & Management of...

IMI Brokerage Company Ltd.

Group Pension Plans ® Group Life & Health
“An Indian Sponsored Private Company”

Owned by Ahtahkakoop Band, Beardy's Okemasis Band & Wahpeton Dakota Nation
“Protection and Competitive Rates Guaranteed”
Duck Lake, Sask. (located @ St. Michael's College)

Ph: (306) 467-4949 Fax: (306) 467-2275

Ministre des Affaires
indiennes et du Nord canadien

Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development

CANADA

()4 Holiday Message From Minister Ronald A. Irwin

The holiday season is traditionally a happy time — a time for family and friends — a time

for new beginnings.

This year has been an important one for me, for the government, and for the people of this
country. We are about to start out on a new road together, a road that I hope will lead
to a brighter future for all Canadians, those living in the southern part of our great land,

those in the North, Native and non-Native.

The Government of Canada has made a commitment to build a country whose economy
is strong and which respects social justice; a country proud of its diversity —a country that

is honest, campassionate and competent.

Part of this commitment is aimed squarely at Aboriginal people and Northern commu-
nities, and as Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development that is my particular

period. I have already had a number of meetings with key

challenge for the coming pe

Aboriginal and Northern leaders. I have taken part in the opening of the new lchlaturc
ans and

concerns, and toured Native communities to see first hand the progress that has been made

in thc Northwest Tertitories, visited with regional chiefs to hear about their p

and the needs that still exist.

What I have learned so far convinces me more than ever that we face important challenges
— but together, First Nations, Northerners, the Government of Canada, and indeed all
Canadians have the potential to achieve great things. I look forward to working with you

to make that goal a reality.
I wish you all a happy holiday season!
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NOMINATIONS

CHIEF DAVID CROWCHILD
MEMORIAL AWARD

ol
Vin

Nominations are requested for the 1993 Chief David Crowchild Memorial
Award. City Council and the Calgary Aboriginal Urban Affairs Committee have
established the Award to recognize an individual or group of individuals within
Calgary who:

(a) create bridges of understanding, through cross-cultural experiences,
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal cultures;

(b) create, within Canadian society, an understanding of the
uniqueness and value of Aboriginal culture; and

(c) encourages, or supports Aboriginal people in fields of education,
employment and training.

Please forward nominations in writing to:
Office of the Mayor

The City of Calgary

P.O. Box 2100, Station"M"

Calgary, Alberta

T2P 2M5

All nominations should be received by January 31, 1994. Nominations
should include a resume of the candidate and a description of the
contribution for which recognition is being sought.

All nominations will be reviewed by the Calgary Aboriginal Urban Affairs
Committee. If further information is required, contact G.Manitopyes

at 268-5111.

THE CITY OF CALGARY 1o

Season’s Greetings

Hydro-Québec

is committed to
developing resources
in harmony with,

' and respect for,

the people who have
lived on the land

for millennia

Vice-présidence Affaires
amérindiennes et inuit

75, boul. René-Lévesque ouest
Montréal (Québec) H2Z 1A4

Q Hydro-Québec

Illustration by Jacques Newashish
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News

Confusion over tax exemptions
to escalate with new policy

By Susan Lazaruk
Windspeaker Correspondent

VANCOUVER

There is nothing as certain as
death, taxes and, come Jan. 1,
confusionover income taxexemp-
tions for status Indians.

About 150delegates gathered
for a conference on Indians and
taxationatadowntownhotel this
month to sort out the rules gov-
erning Indians' right not to pay
taxes on income in light of a new
policy.

The confusion stems from
differentinterpretations-by some
Native tax experts on one hand
and RevenueCanada on theother
- of the effect the 1992 Supreme
Court of Canada ruling in the
Williams case has on the
Nowegijick case of 1983.

"Under (the Williams) deci-
sion, a decade of tax planning
following Nowegijick is thrown
out the window," Jack
Woodward, a Victoria tax law-
yer, told the conference. "There is
more uncertainty in the field of
Indian taxlaw now than therehas
ever been."

Problems predicted

He predicts "horrendous
problems” when new federal tax
policy resulting from the
Williams decision takes effect
Jan. 1, when Revenue Canada'’s
grace period to allow Indians to
prepare for last year's change
expires.

Ingeneral, status Indiansand

band businesses are exemptfrom

income tax under Section 87 of
the Indian Act. For example, a
reserve resident who works for
an Indian company on a reserve
doesn't pay tax on wages.

In 1983, the Supreme Court
of Canada in the Nowegijick case
ruled that an Indian could also
work off-reserve tax-free, as long
as the employer was based on a
reserve.

This is important for reserve-
based companies that want to
expand theirbusinessesin future.

ay this season b

But the Williams case
changed that.

Case changed exemptions

The test case was intended to
determineif unemploymentben-
efits, in this instance paid to Glen
Williams of the Penticton reserve
in B. C.,, were exempt from in-
come tax under Section 87 based
on the usual criterion, including
that theresidenceof theemployer,
or payer of the income, belocated
on reserve.

But because the payer of in-
come in this case was the federal
government, residency rules
didn'tapply as they would foran
individual or company. And the
court used "sufficient connecting
factors” to the reserve to deter-
mine the income was tax-free.

It concluded for theWilliams
case there were enough factors
connecting the income to the re-
serve, incdluding what it consid-
ered the most important one -
where Williams worked - on re-
serve, to qualify for UL

Judges not specific

But thejudges did not specify
the factors to be used in future
situations.

Vancouver tax lawyer Les
Littlesays that theconnecting fac-
tors used in Williams were sim-
plyintended togive Indians more
leeway than the Nowegijick prec-
edent did in qualifying for tax
exemption.

"The import of the Williams
decision is...that status Indians
who do not fall squarely within
thefactpatteminNowegijickmay
nevertheless be entitled to the
Section 87 exemption if it can be
established on balance the con-
necting factors identified by the
court favor the application of the
exemption,” he says.

But Revenue Canada looked
at it differently. It interpreted the
most important connecting fac-
tor - where Williams worked - to
mean that the "principal factor
connecting income to a reserve
will now be where the duties are
carried out.”

In the tax man's view, this
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overrides the Nowegijick deci-
sion, and is the reason for the Jan.
1 changes.

Effect uncertain

But each case must be deter-
mined separately because of the
lack of hard-and-fast rulesoncon-
necting factors, and it's uncertain
whateffectthenew rulewillhave.

In most cases, as when both
employee and employer reside
on a reserve, the change isn't ex-
pected to make much difference.

Nonetheless, tax experts
agree that the uncertainty sur-
rounding the new policy is trou-
bling, and point to how out-of-
touch the tax man is with Native
tax affairs.

Little recommends that Rev-
enue Canada allow input on the
interpretation of the Williams
decision and how connecting fac-
tors are determined.

Moreover, the tax depart-
ment should ignore Williams -
and interpret the law on
Nowegijick alone - until that con-
sultation is complete, he says.

Separate department

Heisalsocalling forRevenue
Canada to create a department to
deal with Nativetax issues to pre-
vent a repeat of inappropriate
interpretations and to offer more
consistent information.

Woodward calls Williams a
backward stepand predictsitwill
lead to 'horrendous problems’
because of the unknown connect-
ing factors.

"Will we become alchemists
of the connecting factors test, al-
ways trying to cook up just the
right brew, combining a dash of
residence on a reserve with a
measure of cultural connection,
avoiding too strong a flavor of
commercial mainstream...?"

He says the Williams deci-
sion needs to be appealed to the
Supreme Court on the basis of
sovereignty, the idea that one
nation can't tax another, because
that has never been tested with
respect to taxation. He also sug-
gested Parliament needs to
strengthen Section 87.

IF
NEWSPAPERS
GREW ON
TREES...

things would be easy. We'd
pick itwhenit's ready and wait
for it to grow back.

But unfortunately, newsprint
has to be made from the tree
itself and because trees play
such an important role in our
environment, recycling news-
print makes alot of sense.

Compared to virgin fiber, the
production of one tonne of re-
cycled newsprint uses half the
fresh water. It results in 74%
less air pollution, 22% less wa-
terpollution, saves 17 pulp trees

and creates additional jobs.

Please
recycle

this
newspaper!
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Metis nurse-practitioner
after wrong organization,
defense lawyer argues

By Dora Wilson
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

A Metis nurse-practitioner

There is a double standard. in
the health careservices provided
to the isolated Native commu-
nities compared to non-Natives
in the south. Medical care in
isolated communities can bepro-

To the Great Spirit at Christmas, a prayer;

That we may touch the earth with kind and gentle
hands. That freedom will be found in this and other
lands & joyous peace shall reign throughout the world.

BUYER & EXPORTER OF RAW FURS

Ken Belcourt Furs

DRESSED FURS « FUR STRIPPING
BEADS « CRAFT SUPPLIES
NATIVE HANDICRAFTS « INDIAN TANNED MOOSEHIDES

MIA BELCOURT

BELINDA BELCOURT

BUS: 425-6440 FAX: 425-3401
424-2822

10416 - 105 Avenue
Edmonton, Alta. T5H 0K6

who is suing the College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons of Alberta
for $75,000 for interfering with
her right to practise is after the
wrong organization, argued
defense lawyer Donald Boyer.

Joyce Atcheson elected to
work with the Thickwood Fam-
ily Medical Clinic in Fort
McMurray, therefore her action
should be against the doctors at
the clinic and not the College,
lawyer Donald Boyer said in the
Court of Queen's Bench.

The College was operating
under the powers of the Medi-
cal Professions Act to deal with
their own members and their
power was paramount to the
agreement made by Thickwood
clinic and Atcheson, Boyer ar-
gued.

Atcheson's case was heard
in court Nov. 10-12. The court
reconvened to hear final argu-
ments from the lawyers on Dec.
2.

The dispute started in May
1991 when the Thickwood clinic
cancelled its contract with
Atcheson. The action was taken
after the College of Physicians
and Surgeons threatened disci-
plinary action against the clinic
for allowing Atcheson to per-
form tasks the college said went
beyond thescopeof nursingand
constituted the practise of medi-
cine without a licence.

While under contract to the
clinic, Atcheson routinely con-
ducted physical examinations,

took blood pressures readings

and pap smears, did breast ex-
aminations and assessed pa-
tients' conditions. She would
also make recommendations for
medication, but prescriptions
were signed by the doctors. She
consulted thedoctors whenever

vided by

wzth the College
and Sur
tivemi,
care has to be provided by a
“physician.

anybody as long as
have a protocol agreement
of Physicians
rgeons. But the non-Na-
leclass society s health

- Joyce Atcheson

she felt it necessary.

She never worked without
atleast onedoctor presentin the
clinic. At the end of each day, a
supervisingdoctor reviewed her
cases.

Atcheson was paid $25 an
hour. Her case load was re-
viewed every three months and
she was to be paid 60 per cent of
the Alberta Health Care billings
made for her work by the clinic.

When the college ordered
the clinic to stop thebilling prac-
tice, the doctors terminated
Atcheson's contract

The college's actions were
in direct interference with
Atcheson's employment with
Thickwood clinic and as a gov-
ernment-sanctioned board for
physicians, it had gone beyond
its powers, argued Janet Dixon,
Atcheson’s lawyer. The college
is not at liberty to restrain the
practice of Joyce Atcheson in a
profession practised under its
own act, she said.

"They have been courteous
in what they said, but most de-
structive in what they have
done," Dixon said. "This action
is taken so this does not happen
again.”

Atcheson, 46, received her
nursing diploma in 1968 and
graduated in 1975 from thenurs-
ing practitioners programat the
University of Alberta. She re-

education

techniques

Mike Mercredi

TR0 ALRZAVASCA WALV
DIZVIZILOIPNIENTE CORIPOIRAILILON

(ANDC)
#209, 9714 Main Street
Fort McMurray, Alberta  T9H 176

WORKING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE INDIAN AND METIS PEOPLE
IN NORTHEAST ALBERTA.
= ANDC promotes the employment of the Aboriginal
people living in NE Alberta
- ANDC helps clients plan a systematic job search
=> ANDC helps clients prepare resumes and helps
them prepare for job interviews
-» ANDC reinforces the need for at least grade12

-> ANDC promotes assertive job search negotiating

-> ANDC encourages community based businesses
owned and operated by Aboriginal people

Aboriginal businesses hire Aboriginal people

For more information contact:
- Executive Director
(403)791-6541

Qiest 'Wzsﬁe.s to everyone for a very Merry Christmas

ceived her master's degree in
health science, with a specialty
in primary health care, from
McMaster University in 1988.

A nurse practitioner is a
registered nurse with special
training in primary health care.
They often work in isolated ar-
eas where no doctors are avail-
able.

Atchesonhas worked in the
northern Alberta communities
of Fox Lake, Assumption and
Garden River. In Garden River,
800 kilometres north of Edmon-
ton, she was the only health-
care professional in a commu-
nity of 380 people. A doctor flew
in for three or four hours every
two weeks.

There is a double standard
in the health care services pro-
vided to theisolated Nativecom-
munities compared to non-Na-
tives in thesouth, Atchesonsaid.
Medical care in isolated com-
munities can be provided by
anybody as long as they have a
protocol agreement with the
College of Physicians and Sur-
geons. But the non-Native mid-
dle class society's health care
has to be provided by a physi-
cian, Atcheson said.

Justice Ellen Picard indi-
cated she willbeorderingacom-
plete transcript for a review of
case before she gives her deci-
sion in the new year.

——

“And I saw that the sacred hoop of my people was o

many hoops that made one circle...and in the centre
grew one mighty flowering tree to shelter all children
of one father and one mother. And I saw that it was

holy.”

Black Elk

PEACE & HAPPINESS

At this special time of the year, may you and yours
enjoy the true feelings of this happy holiday season.
From Chief Allan Houle, Council, Staff & Band
Members

Goodfish Lake, Alberta TOA 1RO
Phone: (403) 636-3622
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peoples.

and hope.
and dreams.
stronger communities.

Sincerely,

Government of
Saskatchewan

On behalf of the Province of Saskatchewan, | would like to
extend Best wishes for a Merry Christmas to all Aboriginal

The Christmas season is a time of thanksgiving, renewal

As we gather with our families and loved ones, it is my hope
that the coming year will see the realization of your hopes

May the peace and goodwill of Christmas continue
throughout the new year and enrich all our lives as we work together to build
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Poitras’ gallery goal to make art accessible

By Kim Heinrich
Windspeaker Contributor

EDMONTON

Jane Ash Poitras regards art
like food.

"People need art to live," says
the Chipewyan/Cree multimedia
artist. "Whichmeansitalways: sells
- despite recession or oppression.”

Her faith in art not only as a
form of expression but as a viable
business led to the purchase of
First Impressions - a gallery situ-
ated inEdmonton’sManulife Place
mail.

Although dominated by
Poitras'famed kaleidoscopic prints
and paintings, her new galleryalso
boasts an eclectic selection by Na-
tive and non-Native artists alike.

Artistswhoseworkisfeatured
at First Impressions range from
Antun, a local Croatian painter, to
Gjoa Haven's Paul Qayutinnuaq,
who carves Inuk sculptures.
There'shand-blownglass, rakuart
and moose antler carvings.

Thegallery's wallsare veiled -
with minimalist landscape paint-
ingsby ClintBuehler -Poitras'com-
mon-law husband and gallery
manager - and lively, folk-style
canvases painted by 86-year-old
Chilean artist Ida Montenegro.

"We're not a pretentious gal-

Kim Heinrich

Jane Ash Poitras points out a detail on one of her works at the First impressions gallery.

lery. We try to show emerging art-
istswhowouldn'thaveachancein
an uptown gallery," Poitras says.
A firm believer that art should be
accessible to everyone, she's tried
to create a quality gallery with a
"country corner store" attitude.

Poitras wants to revolution-
ize the modern art gallery. Any-
one can be an artist, she says. She
talks about having exhibitions of

art by doctors, by nurses - even by
art dealers themselves.

"I'd like to have an exhibition
by artists' grandparents. Or by the
children of artists."

She's already begun. Two
pieces painted by her seven-year-
old son, Joshua, are displayed on
one of the gallery's tables. Poitras
says art by children is more legiti-
mate thanbelieved. Joshua's paint-

WINDSPEAKER IS..NATIVE ARTISTS

ings bring him anincome of more
than $1,000 per month and the
Canada Council once gave his
work serious consideration until it
wasdiscovered how younghewas.

"Picasso said he spent his
whole life trying to do art like a
child." Like Picasso, Poitras be-
lieves the essence of a pure crea-
tive spirit is found in all children.

"And who knows, maybe that

creative spirit is God."

A contemporary Native art
history instructor at The Univer-
sity of Alberta, Poitras says North
America's art scene is exploding
with cutting-edge Native artists.

"We'd like to bring in some

eople Edmontonians don't

now," she says. "Northwest
AmericanIndianartistsare putting
out some powerful stuff. Histori-
cally, it's always seemed so myste-
rious. Well, it's time to let the mys-
tery out of the bag.”

Although First Impressions
willhave consistentrepresentation
from the Native community,
Poitras doesn't want to "shackle”
her gallery to any racial group.

The same goes for herself.

"My life is about freedom,"
shesays. She wasborn "somewhere
on a trapline" near Fort
Chipewyan. Her mother died of
tuberculosisand she was "fostered
out all over the place.

"Iwas once told I was success-
ful because I was an Indian. That
was like telling me my art had no
power."

Artists shouldn't be distin-
guished on the basis of their gen-
der or their race, says Poitras.

"Art is making something
secular sacred. It's everything and
nothing at the same time. It's open
to beauty,awakefulness,truth and
freedom. It's in all of us.’

We wish our friends and customers peace and joy, health and happiness

The Kids’ Store

Telephone: (403) 434-2384

BRENDA HAVLAS

e RESALE CHILDREN'S and MATERNITY CLOTHING
e TOYS and MORE

Edmonton, Alberta T6H 2L3

6525 - 104 Street
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Minister of Aboriginal Affairs

MINISTRY OF PROVINCE OF
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS BRITISH COLUMBIA

@uing this holiday

season, on behalf of
everyone at the Ministry of
Aboriginal Affairs, I would
like to extend my warmest
wishes to all aboriginal
people, their families and

Together we can look
forward to 1994 with hope
and anticipation for more
progress, partnerships and
a greater understanding
among all people in our
province.

friends.

John Cashore

Because friendship and
goodwill of those we serve
is the foundation of our
business, it is a pleasure
to say thank-you and to.
wish you all a
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

from management and staff of the

Drake Hotel

Your Entertainment Specialists for 1993!

3945 - 118 Avenue, Edmonton, AB
Ph. 479-3929

Seasons

Greetings

from

*

Price Waterhouse

The partners and staff of Price Waterhouse 91(
extend our very best wishes for a

happy holiday season to the
First Peoples of Canada.

*

We are proud to be helping aboriginal groups
across Canada create and invest
5 in opportunities for their future.

PRSP
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Art books released in time for Christmas

By Charles Mandel
Windspeaker Contributor

One of the major art events of
this year is a touring exhibition of
Robert Davidson's sculptures,
jewelry and prints. It won't be
seen now in the West, since it
moved to Ottawa after its Van-
couver opening, but readers may
rejoice in the companion book to
the show.

RobertDavidson: Eagle of the
Dawn (Douglas & MclIntyre, $60,
192 pp.) is a lavish tribute to an
inventive and innovative artist
who leads the revival of North-
west Coast art.

Davidson's creative energy
hasled himtoworkwith avariety
of media. Some 150 color plates
show this Haida artist's powerful
work,whichranges fromargillite,
bronze and wood sculptures to
silver and gold jewelry to draw-
ings and prints.

Hisartis stunning. One of the
highlights of the book is a moon
pendant fashioned from gold,
withabalone eyesand ivory teeth.
The face on the pendant is so ex-

ressive it is as if Davidson

reathed life into it. Elsewhere,
readers may marvel over the
elaborate Eagle Transforminginto
Itself mask or theintricate painted
drum titled Raven Bringing Light
to the World.

Further north, we find The
Inuit Imagination: Arctic Myth
and Sculpture (Douglas &

The Eagle of the Dawn by Robert Davidson.

Mclintyre, $65, 224 pp.). Harold
Siedelman and James Turner con-
trast 175 plates of contemporary
Inuit sculpture with traditional
myths and stories to show the
relation between the two forms of
expression. :
The examples of sculptureare
startling. These are forceful and

Windspeaker is What's Happening in Native Communities

(403) 585-2520
(403) 585-2519

Happy Holidays to one & all
from the management

Parts & Automotive Service

Our friendly sales staff will be pleased
to assist in your automotive needs.
& dll your fuel needs.

Box 870
Hobbema, AB

SCHOOL DIVISION

NO. 81
Peace River, Alberta

Wishing you peace,
health and happiness
in this joyous season

and throughout the year!

Thé Board of Trustees
and Administration
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exuberant art works. It would
have been nice, however, if the
authors had documented the size
of the pieces and the materials
they were carved from. Without
that vital information, it is diffi-
culttoputthe worksinto perspec-
tive.

Still, in this authoritative

Y Y Y

work, Siedelman and Turner
show how the Inuit work to pre-
serve their culture through the
creation of their art, even as they
deal with intense cultural up-
heaval. And the artworks them-
selves are as mysterious and as
haunting as the Arctic itself.

From south of the border
comes the aptly titled Grand
Endeavors of American Indian
Photography (Smithsonian Insti-
tution Press; 176 pp.). Paula
Richardson Fleming and Judith
Lynn Luskey have researched a
book that is at once incredible and
moving.

They have collected the work
of a number of photographers
who actively set about to capture
images of American Indians
around the turn-of-the-century.
These photographers werecertain
they were recording a way of life
that was about to vanish forever.

The 129 photos include
potlatch ceremonies, Whale
Houseinteriors,and aHopiSnake
Dance. From the cameras of
Roland Reed and Joseph Kossuth
Dixon come portraits of almost
unearthly beauty.

Finally, just in time for the
holidays comes the paperback
version of Two Spirits Soar: The
Art of Allen Sapp; The Inspiration
of Allan Gonor (Stoddart; $22.95;
134 pp.).

Two Spirits Soar documents
the life and art of Allen Sapp, a
Creeborn on Saskatchewan's Red
Pheasant Reserve, and his friend-

ship with his patron Allan Gonor.
It is a remarkable story.
Gonor, a North Battleford doc-
tor, met Sapp on the North
Battleford streets. At that time,
Sapp was not yet painting his
pictures of life on the reserve.
Rather, he dashed off portraits
for whatever money he could
convince a customer to give.

Gonor saw past Sapp's weak
subject matter and determined
that he was a painter of no small
talent. Gonor encouraged Sapp to
draw on his own experience for
his paintings.

What resulted wasawonder-
ful series of acrylic paintings tell-
ing the story of Sapp's life.

These paintings depictlife on
thereserve. They show everything
from powwows and Sun Dances
to children playing in the snow
and men and women going about
their work.

As Sapp painted, Gonor col-
lected together the work and
helped his friend market it. Their
friendship eventually culminated
in the establishment of the Allen
Sapp Gallery - The Gonor Collec-
tion.

The gallery, founded when
Gonor died in 1985, is housed in
the renovated Carnegie Library
in North Battleford.

"The paintings of Allen Sapp.
The inspiration of Allan Gonor.
Two spirits soar," concludes this
book, "and we have a legacy of
friendship and commitment to
appreciate and emulate."

Nick Taylor, M.L.A.

Native Affairs Critic
Bl LIBERAL OPPOSITION

Room 601, Legislature Annex
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1E4
Telephone: (403)427-2292

Box 478, Morinville-Alberta TOG 1P0O
Telephone: (403)939-3161
Fax: (403) 939-5622

Best Wishes for a healthy & successful 1994.

Season s
Greetings

At the Holiday Season,
our thoughts turn gratefully to those
who have made our progress possible.

It is in this spirit we give our lasting support
in the continued battle against alcohol and

drug abuse.

Greetings from

- NECHI INSTITUTE -

Board of Directors - Executive Directors
Staff - Clients - Trainees

- POUNDMAKER'S LODGE -
- POUNDMAKER'S ADOLESCENT TREATMENT CENTRE -




December 20, 1993 - January 2, 1994

Volume || No. 20

Nisga'a Tribal Council president Joseph Gosnell (right, with plain drum) and fellow councilmen stand by Bishop John Hanen
and clergy during the handing back of Nisga'a artifacts this month in Victoria.

Anne-Marie Sorvin

Mohawk activist, writer mourned

By Dina O'Meara
Windspeaker Staff Writer

KAHNAW AKE, Quebec

He was a great teacher and
patient with the young.

Simple words to describe
Louis Karoniaktnjeh Hall, one
of the greatest Mohawk activ-
ists of this century. But words
that honor the man who strove
for unity among his people,and
all the Indigenous peoples of
the Americas.

Karoniaktnjeh, 76, died sud-
denly of a heart attack at his
home in Kahnawake on Dec.
10. The writer, artist and poet

‘was a guiding force in the
League of Indian Sovereign
Nations and the designer of the
red and yellow unity flag:
Karoniaktnjeh was instrumen-
tal in the establishment of
Ganienkeh territory, in north-

Karoniaktnjeh created the well-known Unity flag.

considered one of his major
achievements.

Karoniaktnjeh had put the
final touches on his autobiog-
raphy Tale of One Mohawk the

ern New York State, which he%‘day? béfore he died; 'said life:

long friend Kahn-Tinenta
Horn. He also had written the
Warriors Handbook and Re-
building the Iroquois Confed-
eracy. P
~  "He was very dedicated to!

~ . |
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the Nation. He spent his whole
life enhancing the life of Indian
people,” she said. "He was a gen-
ius, one of those people that was
sent to us witha giftand he dedi-
cated his entire life to sharing it.”

Karoniaktnjeh was an ex-
pert on the Great Law of Peace,
the Constitution of the Iroquois
Confederacy. Headvocated In-
dians calling themselves na-
tions rather than tribes, lands
as territories instead of reser-
vations.

Hornspentthe previousday
and evening in the Mohawk Na-
tion Longhouse with other
mourners celebrating
Karoniaktnjeh's life.

"He believed in the impor-
tance of dancing and singing as
a way to build the spirit. He
liked watching the young peo-
ple dance - he said it was reju-
venating,” Horn added.

Karoniaktnjeh was buried
with full honors at Kahnawake
Dec. 13.

Lo JB6D0

See the story
of your
community
printed in
Regional
‘Windspeaker.
~ For details,
~ turn to Page
R2.

Artifacts
returned

By Doug Strachan
Windspeaker Contributor

VICTORIA

Swan down feathers, sym-
bolizing peace and reconcilia-
tion, filled the Mungo Martin
Long House in Victoria as
Nisga'a Nation Elders slowly
paraded into the room.

More than 200 Natives,
clergy and Anglican congre-
gation members rose to their
feet on Dec. 6 for the Elder’s
traditional prayers which sig-
nified the start to the ceremony
returning five Nisga'a artifacts
to their Nass Valley home in
northern British Columbia.

"We will move ahead as a
unique people, and negotiate
back our land. We are slowly
healing, and we have no inten-
tion of losing (our) identity or
language,” said John Gosnell,
president of the Nisga'a Tribal
Council.

Over a century ago mission-
aries persuaded the Nisga'a
people to chop down their to-
tem poles, burn their regalia,
and hand over many items of
cultural significance.

Often these items were
given to friends of the church
as gifts, but over time, the An-
glican Diocese came to recog-
nize theimportance of the arti-
facts in maintaining the Nisga'a
people's feeling of self worth,
identity, and history, said
Right Reverend Barry Jenks,
the Bishop of the Diocese of
British Columbia.

Heapologized for mistakes
made by the Church years ago,
and called for support from all
levels in the Nisga'a Nation's
fight for self-government and
self-determination.

The items, valued at ap-
proximately $230,000, had
been displayed at Victoria's
Christ Church Cathedral after
touring Vancouver Island in
1929. Six years ago, the clergy
tried to sell the collection to
raise money to restore the ca-
thedral. A storm of protest
from Native groups forced the
church to abandon thesale,and
officials started overtures to
return the religious and rec-
reational items.

The copper mask, wooden
rattle, dance apron, carved
mask, and gambling sticks that
were returned to the Nisga'a
Nation will remain in Victoria
until the Nisga'a Cultural Cen-
tre is completed in New

_Aiyansh, on Nisga'a territory,
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Human rights activist recognized

By John Favel
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CALGARY

A Cree nurse from east cen-
tral Alberta has been awarded
the 1993 provincial Human
Rights Award.

‘Doreen Spence originally
fromthe Goodfish Lake Reserve,
has spend countless hours vol-
unteering in the field of human
rights.

Shehas been anurse for over
35 years and has dedicated her
time to volunteer for numerous
boards and agencies associated
with the Aboriginal community
in the Calgary area.

Doreen Spence
The award was presented by

Gary Mar, Minister for Alberta
Human Rights Commission at
an awards ceremony at Calgary
City Hall, Dec.10, 1993.

"In working to preserve her

Prairies

Native culture, Mrs. Spence has
pointed the way to the future for
the Native community and for
the larger communities in which
we all have to live.

"It is a future in which indi-
vidual responsibility and com-
munity values reinforce each
other to protect and respect the
rightsand diginity of usall," said
Mar.

Since 1983, Spence has been
the president of the Plains Indi-
ans Cultural Survival School So-
ciety.

"We have 450 young people
in our school. They are people
that have no hope, are depend-
ent upon welfare, have no self-
esteem, and lack direction," said
Spence. "Many years ago, one of

the Elders approached me and
said 'Doreen, I want you to take
over this little school, it's a vi-
sion, it's a dream. I want you to
help me make it come true.’

"I spend 20 years with that
Elder. She's now watching over
us. Shewas my mentor for many,
many years. I took those teach-
ings seriously...

"She said 'honesty, truthful,
respect, integrity, kindness, all
these teaching were the teach-
ings the Ancestors left before.’
And in strengthening the four
corners of the world as we learn
from each other and look to the
future, heal our own communi-
ties and look to breaking down
barriers and walking in the paths
of the Ancestors."

"It'swonderful shewon, she's
deserving,” said Jerry Arshinoff,
principal of the Plains Indians
Cultural Survival School Society.

"I worked with her for many
years...She believes in equality
and she works and fights for it.
She's been doing that quite
awhile. She speaks to many
groups regarding Native issues,
bridging the cap in non-Native
-and Native communities, tryi
to get both worlds to co-exist.”

Spence has been actively in-
volved in various organizations
including Alberta Civil Liberties.
Association, Citizens Against
Racism, Native Employment
Services Association, Rotary
Club, University of Calgary and
Mount Royal College.

| WINDSPEAKER IS NATIVE ROLE MODELS |

Tell C ""nada abouti
your community!

Pje just for You to tell
: t}le rest Of thﬂ COur‘try ;

All pubhshed authors
~ will receive a free sub-
scription to |
Wmdspeaker fora year.

112 ! A Ve, Ker
EEw"’ltton,, Alta.
TSM 2C8

- We're looking forward to
reading about you!

(' Merry éhristma;_and a prosperous New Year. \

ST. PAUL

U VALUE

DRUG MART

IF YOU DON'T KNOW YOUR DRUGS... KNOW
YOUR PHARMACIST.

(403) 645-3063
ST. PAUL, ALBERTA

434-0400

5111 Whitemud Road
Edmonton, AB
T6H 5A5

Y Consultants in; Soil

CAN~ AG

Enterprises Ltd.

Survey, Soil Reclamation,
\ Agricultural Capability,
% Environmental Impact
{/ “Integrating Spirit
/ and Science for Better
Land Use”

Holiday greetings and every good wish for the New Year.

FIRST NATIONS INSURANCE

““\On“ Ofa
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b service

Federation of Saskatchewan indian Nalions
Prince Albert CONTACT:
Suite 201, 1100 First Avenue East Dianne Lafond,
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 2A7 Manager of Administration

Business:306-763-4712

Facsimile:306-763-3255 » ¢ o

Toll Free:1-800-667-4712 First Natwns First

"We assure you the
highest quality

CLIFF STEBBINGS
YOUR ADVERTISING SALES
PROFESSIONAL
for
Northern Alberta
Saskatchewan

Call Cliff today to discover
the many benefits of
advertising with Windspeaker.

Toll Free 1-800-661-5469

Seasons Greetings

MEMENTO
Funeral cll}gpel (1975)

Offices in:
BONNYVILLE & GRAND CENTRE
‘Serving All Surrounding Areas*

PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
MONUMENTS
CREMATION AVAILABLE

(403) 826-3113

5201 Lakeshore Drive,
BonnyviHe -AB-TON 1X7

Deirdre Dally
Owner & Operator

SO 1001101

A Canadian Indian Owned & Managed Business
+Catering & Meats Sales
*Specializing in Elk/Buffalo, Pheasant & Duck
NORTHERN GAME & FOWL

4303 - 104 Avenue, Edm., AB
T6A 022 Phone: (403) 468-0043

Iitaamomahkattoyiiksistsiko!
"Merry Christmas”

Kitahkahsaopih powa annohk

maanaaksstoyiihk
"May you live well in the New Year’

Joyce Goodstriker M. Ed.
Superintendent of Schools

P.O. Box 240
Standoff, AB TOL 1Y0
Fax #: (403) 737-2361 Phone #: (403) 737-3966

BLOOD TRIBE |
EDUCATION

BOARD

To the Great Spirit at Christmas, a §
prayer: That we may touch the
earth with kind and gentle hands,
That freedom will be found in this
and other lands,
and joyous peace shall reign
throughout the world!

fom Chief Al Lameman & family
Council, Staff and Band members of

Ph: (403) 623-4549 Fx: (403) 623-4523

Box 960 Lac La Biche; Alberta TOA 2C0
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Central Canada

Metis federation oust Blais—election in new year

By Don Langford
Windspeaker Contributor

WINNIPEG

Inwhatmightbedescribed as
a reluctant kamikaze mission,
board of directors for the Mani-
toba Metis Federation voted to
remove president Ernie Blais and
stand for re-election themselves
at a Dec. 8 board meeting in the
Pas.

Having unsuccessfully tried
to remove Blais last month for
misconduct, board members
voted almost unanimously to put
their seats where their mouths
were and dissolve the politicized
board, as Blais had earlier chal-
lenged.

While the decision to return
to the polls comes only two
months after the last general elec-
tion, all parties agreed a new
mandate was neces to end
thehigh-pitched political in-fight-
ing.
gGeneral manager John
Morrisseau will now formally ask
the chief electoral officer of Mani-
toba to conduct the new election,
which he estimates will not take
place until early April.

In an interview conducted
two days before the board meet-
ing in the Pas, Blais attributed the

T8Y 6H7

CAT.-B-LOU HAIRSTYLING

'EXCLUSIVE BUT NOT EXPENSIVE'

2 Southview Shopping Centre
Crande Prairie, Alberta

federation's political problems to
a dispute over the board's role.

"Isee the board as policy mak-
ers and I think that's what the
board's supposed to be doing -
policy making," he said. "Some of
the board members see them-
selves as administrators having
control over the federation and
everything else, but they don't.
Board members are not adminis-
trators and they shouldn't have
been trying tobe administrators.”

In the past, someboard mem-
bers became de facto administra-
tors through individual commit-
tees, Blais said.

The recent political conflict
erupted, according to Blais, when
he began to talk of restructuring
and removing these powers.

David Chartrand, who put
forward the motion to remove
Blais for misconductand the sub-
sequent motion in the Pas, disa-
greed with Blais' assessment.

Chartrand accused theformer
presidentofrefusing tomeetwith

-l
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Christmas Blessings to one & all.

PURPOSE:

REFERENDUM:
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LONG PLAIN FIRST NATION TRIBAL MEMBERS

Registration for Treaty Land Entitlement Ratification Vote

The Council of Elders, Custom Council, Chief and Council anticipate a land
-claim settlement in the very near future. Inanticipation of this settlement,
tribal members who reside within and outside the provincial territory of
Manitoba are requested to register with the Tribal Government office.

the registration process is to obtain current addresses
of family members and relatives in order to include the
majority (I8 years and older) tribal members approval of
the settlement.

this approval procedure by tribal members will be
conducted by voting and mail-in ballot (secret ballot).

i “What we'reafterisal
| going to be a leader, not a boss.”

- David Chartrand

board members, share financial
information or consult the board
before making controversial
agreements with the Metis Na-
tional Council.

"What we're after is a leader
that's going to be a leader, not a
boss," hesaid."We're there to rep-
resent our people and represent
our regions. He's got to under-
stand there's two different things
here-he'snotrunningacompany
and we're not paid members of
his staff."

Thevotetodisband theboard
followsa Nov.24 Courtof Queen'’s
Bench decision restraining some
MFFboard membersfromremov-
ing Blais.

Blaisapplied toManitoba pro-
vincial court Nov. 16 for an in-
junctionrestrainingcertainboard
members fromcontinuing todeny
himthe presidencyafter theboard
voted 13 to 9to impeach him and
locked him out of the Metis' Win-
nipeg offices.

Board members Chartrand,

VVVVVVVYVYY
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Denise Thomas and Dianne’

Henryand federationmember Bill
Flamand wanted Blais removed
from the presidency under Sec-
tion IX (1) of the MMF Constitu-
tion. Thatarticleallows the board
to remove “any officer" from of-
fice for behaving contrary to the
federation's best interests.

The four argued the Metis
board of directors had the right to
remove Blais under the MMF
Constitution and that the court
had no basis on which to inter-
vene.

ButJudge]. Monninruled that
there was no proof Blais violated
the article. Although that section
can be used to remove the presi-
dent, itwas incorrectly applied in
Blais' case, he said.

In his decision, Monnin also
suggested if there was a serious
policy dispute, the board or the
president should "have the cour-
age and integrity" to use Sections
IX (2) or X (5) in the Metis Consti-
tution to disband the entire as-
sembly and call for a new elec-
tion.

Although Blais stated he in-
tended to run for re-election in
the event he was removed from
power, he also pointed out that
such a contingency was a prob-

ment, [ thinkwe haveabigflawin
our constitution when 13 people
can take you out,” he said. "Per-
sonally, I think wehaveto change
our constitution.I don't think it is
appropriate that board members
have the power to over rule the
people.”

According to Morrisseau, ex-
isting social programs operated
by the federation will continue to
operate normally,

While he regretted the deci-
sion of board members to force a
new election, he acknowledged
the result was probably inevita-
ble given the respective positions
of the board and president.

In a more recent interview,
Blais vowed to lead a new elec-
tion to restore power to the peo-
ple and that he will be working
toward constitutional change be-
fore thenew election, and warned
thatreformwasnec toavoid
a repeat of what happened in the
Pas

The MMFisnottheonly Metis
society in political turmoil. The
Metis Nation of Alberta was also
in tatters this fall after some of its
board memberstried tooustPresi-
dent Gerald Thom over allega-
tions of political misconduct dur-
ing the election.

lem with the federation’s present RCMP say they are currently
constitution. investigating several individuals
"When we talk self-govern- associated with the MNA.

DURING THE HOLIDAY
SEASON OUR CHILDREN
NEED LOVE & SUPPORT -
SHOW THEM YOU CARE
AND HELP GIVE THEM A
HAPPY CHRISTMAS .

TOALL NATIONS.

S

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

3700 Awdersowe Road

Clyary, Abberta

NELSON HOUSE
EDUCATION AUTHORITY INC.

NELSON HOUSE SCHOOL BOARD

2l

REQUIREMENTS: |

upon initial contact.

number below:

An information package and registration form will be forwarded to you

If you know a tribal member who has difficulty reading, please inform
them of the content of this advertisement or give them the telephone

Chief Peter Yelilow Quill & Council
LONC PLAIN FIRST NATION, EDWIN, MANITOBA ROH 0GO
Telephone: (204) 252-2731

All tribal members who are over the age of I8 are
entt:itled to vote and must be registered in order to
vote.

Prior to disbursement of a ballot form (for those
living away from the community), tribal members
are required to submit a copy of their signed
registration form and a copy of identification with
a signature (e.g. SIN, valid Driver License, Treaty ID).

PLEASE NOTE:

Fax: (204) 252-2012

| WINDSPEAKELRR 1S ..NATIVE SPOIRRTS

another year draws to a

close, we thank you for your
friendship and sincerely wish you
happiness, health and prosperity
throughout the year.

H

General Delivery
Nelson House, Manitoba
ROB 1A0

~For further.infogmation please.call collect:

(204)484-2095 -or fax(204)484-2257
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WISHING YOU...

The spirit of
Christmas which is
PEACE.

The joy of
Christmas which is
HOPE.

The heart of
Christmas which is
LOVE.

Box 65, Enilda, AB
Phone: (403) 523-4426
Fax: (403) 523-3111

May you and yours enjoy the fun and friendship

that makes this time of year so special.

Chief Terry W. Lavallee
Council Members

Hubert Gunn
Walter Stevenson
Harold Lerat
Randy Pelletier
Dean Tanner
William Tanner

Chester Agecoutay
Ken Delome
Malcolm Delorme -
Bonnie Lavallee
David Sparvier
Lionel Sparvier

For information on
TREATY LAND ENTITLEMENT
Please call: Terrance Pelletier
(Treaty Land Entitlement Co-ordinator)
1-800-665-2520

and The Band, Staff and Membership of...
Cowessess First Nation §

Box 607 :_
Broadview, Saskatchewan B

May the spirit of the season,
Harmony, love and understanding...
grow and become a way of life from

the Board and Staff of

BLUE QUILLS
FIRST NATIONS
COLLEGE

............... Box 279
St. Paul, Alberta
TOA 3A0
Ph: (403)645-4455

SRLYEEN)

MERRY CHRISTMAS
please don't drink and drive this holiday scason
& have a safe and happy New Year

SIKSIKA NATION
POLICE SERVICE

Box 459, Gleichen, Alberta T0J INO
Phone: (403) 734-3815 Fax: (403) 734-5110

.......
\\\\\\\\

Happy Holidays to one and all from...

Serving the Investment
Needs of Western Aboriginals

* Heritage Funds
* Minor Funds

* Pension Funds
* Income Funds

A Member of the
CIBC Group of

PARTICIPALTION
9 Companies

Dave Klyne - Hugh McGillivray 1-800-665-6864 (toll free)

e .
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PEIGAN NATION UNITY CELEBRATION
DECEMBER 31, 1993- JANUARY 1, 1934

COMPETITION IN ALL CATEGORIES
GRAND ENTRY: Friday at 7 pm.,Saturday at 1 pm & 7 pm
muncty @ W Memorial Dances, Tributes, Ceremonies and Giveaways.

First 8 Drummers will be paid.
ﬁea;ﬁé’e Metéa $10.000 in Prize Money for the Dance Categories:
trouides a healthion PREINUNE TEEN & JUNIOR:
Men's & Ladies Boy's & Girl's
communcty cucnead- Fancy & Traditional Fancy & Traditional
Men's Grass Boy's Grass
(g auwanenedd “t{ 774 Ladies Jingle Girl's Jingle

SENIOR: (50 +) Men's & Ladies Buckskin

relationslit & re-
! E '4 g: >y a{
Aboriginal people.

Registration open at 5 pm Friday for Dancers and
Drum Groups. Registration closes at 1 pm Saturday.
Committee not responsible for travel aid, accidents or

lost articles.

N0 BOOZE OR DROGS ALLOWED ON PREMISES.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (403) 363-2166/365-217] PETER OR FARBN
i SPONSORED BY SWAG ENTERPRISES. .
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Family blocked in attempt to adopt teens

By Gina Teel
Windspeaker Correspondent

SADDLE LAKE, Alta.

A family from Saddle Lake blames the
reserve's Child Welfare Services for the sui-
cide attempt and self-inflicted wounding of
two teenaged children that they have been
struggling to adopt.

"The reason child welfare is set up is to
help these kids," said Miranda Delver. "So
far, these kids haven't been helped.”

Mirandaand Kenny Delver, whorunan
accredited foster parent home on the re-
serve, have been trying to adopt a 15-year-
old female for the past eight months. A
ward of the province since birth, the teen
has agreed to the adoption. But the Delver's
claim CWSignored the teen's wishesas well
as their attempts to adopt her, causing the
suicide attempt. They are also upset that
CWS refused to return a 15-year-old male,
who had lived with the Delver's for 2 1/2
years, to them after he left the residence
because of a fight. They claim that the de-
partment's insensitivity drove the teen to
self-inflict wounds on his arms. "Both these
children were given up at birth and have
spent their lives in and out of foster homes,"
said Miranda, a former CWSemployee. "All
their lives, no one has cared. Now they have
peoplewho care and they can't reach them."

The Delver's, who have a five-year-old

son of their own and an adopted six-month
old, say their real troubles with CWS began
in September when their attempts to adopt
the female were ignored and the teen was
sent to a placement in Fort McMurray in-
stead. The teen ran away from that place-
mentand soughtrefugeattheDelver's, later
causing Kenny,aCWSemployee, tobe fired
for harbouring a run away. The Delver's
claim that when CWS retrieved the girl
from their home, itignored her pleas to stay

with them, which lead to the suicide at-

tempt. The girl was then detained ina Youth
Assessment Centre before being sent to a
group home on the reserve. "She wanted to
be with us, her family, but no one would
hear her," Miranda said.

That same weekend, the male teen left
the Delver home. Stressed from the week-
end's events, the Delver's later took him to
their social worker and asked if CWS could
take him for a month for a cooling off pe-
riod. When they went to get him back, the
Delver's claim CWS wouldn't let the teen
leave the group home. "They accused me of
using the group home as ababysitting serv-
ice,”" she said. Miranda claims the CWS re-
fusal to release the teen from the group
home lead the teen to injure himself. "He
was torturing himself to get their attention,"
she said, adding that CWS threatened to
have the teen committed to a psychiatric
ward in St. Paul.

Inaletter obtained by Windspeaker, the
teen articulates his desire toleave the group

May Christmas joy and cheer be yours throughout the year.

Qu'Appelle Valley Fnendshlp Centre

Fort Qu Appelle, sk Phone: (306) 332-5616
| S0G 1S0 Fax: (306) 332-5091
We at

OReeaNg

Box 810
La Ronge, SK.
S0J 1L0
(306) 425-2612

v N
SEASS
wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a
prosperous 1993.

The office will be closed
for the Holidays beginning
December 24, 1993 and will
open for business again

on January 3, 1994.

home to CWS: "I want to move into Kenny
and Miranda's because I don't like the way
I'm living. I'm not used to living without
anybody caring, being leftalone, never hav-
ing clean clothes. The reason why I want to
move back in is because they care and they
don't want anything to happen to me. I
consider them my family. When I moved
out, we both needed abreak. Even though1
don't live there, I still want to talk my prob-
lems out with them. If I'm to move back, I
want to go private guardianship. Ifeel these
are people I want to stay with instead of
having a third person to report in to. I'm
tired of people messing with my life."

The teen AWOL'd to the Delver'sshortly
after the slashing incident. Several meetings
with the tribal council and CWS later, the
Delver'swere finallygiven thegreenlight to
submitanapplication for permanentguardi-
anship. Meanwhile, the fate of the female
teen, due to be released from the group
home next week, remains up in the air.

While the Delver's have accomplished
half of their battle, they are concerned that
these two traumatic incidents happened
under the direction of CWS. They charge
that the department is not acting in the
children's best interest and question why
kids have to resort to injuring themselves
before action is taken. "They don't give a s-
—aboutthosekids,"Mirandasaid. "Theyare
sending kids to Fort McMurray when they
could haveahomerighthere." Theyarealso
insensed at the band council's suggestion

Newman Theological College

15611 ST. ALBERT TRAIL

EDMONTON, ALBERTA CANADA T5L 4H8
PHONE: 447-2993 FAX: 447-2685

We would like to thank our members and the
community at large for the support & efforts

given to us this year.

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

that they are using the children for personal
gain. (Miranda is a student, Kenny is cur-
rently unemployed.)

Inaddition, she claimsrecentchanges to
the running of the group home has turned it
into "a residential school," where kids are
denied things like emotional support, phone

calls, junk food, clean clothes, and are left

alone on weekends. "I also don't agree with
a system where nobody listens to the kids."

While Saddle Lake Director of Social
Services TheresaSteinhauser admitted there
have been a"number” of changesregarding
the running of the group home, she de-
clined to discuss the matter further. She also
declined to discuss the specifics of the chil-
dreninvolved for reasons of confidentiality.
However, when asked about the Delver's
returning the male teen to CWS, she said
that the Delver's didn't take him to CWS,
rather "they practically dumped him off on
the front steps."

Tribal council member Carl Quinn also
declined to comment. He said the band
council was unwilling to discuss the matter
over the phone, although a conference call
had beenarranged by Steinhauser. "Thereis
probably more here than meets the eye," he
said.

Current group home manager Darlene
Berlinquette refused to return phone calls.
Asfor theMinistry of Social Services,spokes-
man Bob Scottsaid the matterhasnothing to
do with it as the band is responsible for the
delivery of its own Social Services.
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ABORIGNAL WOMEN'S COUNCIL OF
- SASKATCHEWAN INC.

#206 - 1311 Central Avenue
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 4W2
PH: (306) 763-6005
FAX: (306) 922-6034
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May your hearts be

peaoe may grow
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SIS ASS=N
Sherwood Park, Alberta Ph: (403) 467-4646

Counselling

ASSISTING CLIENTS WITH:

« Personal Problems ¢ Marital & Family Problems
« Depression & Low Self-esteem ¢ Bereavement/Grief Therapy
Alcohol and Drug Abuse ¢ Sexual Abu

‘_'_Chlld and Adolescent Issues. _‘4

openatC}u'istrrwssothatthea)'cIeoflove&
& continue to grow through the New Year.

Services

se/Assault

Micromedia
Limited
Canada’s Information
People

20 Victoria Street,
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2NS
(416) 362-5211
1-800-387-2689
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Tournament
a success

SQUASMISH NATION, B.C.

The North Shore Indians Squamish Nation mixed basketball
tournament was more popular than anticipated, say organizers.

Nine men's and seven women's teams participated in the three-
day tournament, slightly higher than anticipated, said Chrsandra

acobs.

I The touament took place Nov. 26-28, at the Squamish Nation
Recreational Centre in North Vancouver. In the men's division, Bella
Bella took first place in a xxx game against the Nanaimo Native Sons.
Third place went to the Vancouver Indian Centre.

In the women's division, the Vancouver Breakers scooped first

place in a xxx against the Pt. Alberni Renegades. The Sa-Cinn
from Nanaimo placed third in the tournament.

Men's All Stars Women's All Stars

Nanaimo Native Sons Pt. Alberni Renegades

Mike Reid #10 Lana Plante #21

Abe Brown #11 Jackie Williams #12

Vancouver Indian Centre Sa-Cinn - Nanaimo

Quinn Boulette #12 Louisa Housty #14

Jason Parnell #5

Bella Bella Breakers

Thomas Housty #33 Jessie Doney #22

Mitch Martin #5 Monica Sampson #12

Musquean Hesquiat Lady Braves

Kyle Grant #12 Michelle Reid #15

Wayne Sparrow #5

Most Insprirational Men's Most Inspirational Women's

Nanaimo Native Sons Lady Braves

Justin Parker #6 Connie Charleson #23

MVP - Men's MVP - Women's

Bella Bella Vancouver Breakers

Cliff Star #23 Krissy Jacobs #21
vl ;
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AN OLD STYLE INDIAN TRADING POST

éemam 'ﬁmﬁz’ﬂgJ

A MOST UNIQUE PLACE FOR:

Moccasins, Mukduks, Mitts, Rock Watches,
Jewellery, Lamps, Printed Sweatshirts & Much more.
PLEASE SEND $4 FOR CRAFT SUPPLIES CATAIL.OGUE

NOTE: We do not approve of imports being sold as
"GENUINE INDIAN MADE’ and we do not
knowingly sell items from Protected Birds and Animals.

274| Dewdney Avenue, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. S4T 0X6

o,

Leah Pagett

Budding hockey enthusiast A.R.J. Fell lives up to his name during a friendly game of shinny
at an Edmonton community rink.

a N
Box 10 Phone: (306) 467-2102
Duck Lake Saskatchewan Fax: (306) 467-2275
SOK 1J0

St. Michael’s 100th Anniversary
1894 - 1994

Hockey is one of the biggest sports programs at St. Michael’s College, we compete in
the Centre four Hockey League, one of the best “AA” Hockey Leagues in Saskatchewan.

Jason Redhead, who comes to us from Chetwynd, B.C. was named the tournament
M.V.P. at the St. Michael’s Cup Tournament with 6 goals and 7 assists in 4 games.
To date Jason leads the team in points. Jason is 5’6" and plays like he's six feet tall, way
to go Jason keep up the good work.

The Bantom team will be travelling to Kamploops in March to participate in an
international tournament on the weekend of March 28 - April 3, 1994. Anyone interested
in watching, we hope to see you there, come over and say hello to the guys.

Phone: 306-525-1880 Fax: 306-522-2474

EARROORR

from the Chief & council of the -

MOHAWKS
OF THE

BAY OF .
QUINTE

\ Until the next report, have a safe and enjoyable holiday season. J

5% “SIFC CUP 94
X, FIRST NATIONS SENTOR HOCKEY TOURNAMENT

16 TEAM LIMIT 2 A4boriginal Imports Per Team)
ENTRY FEE: $600.00 Payable to: SIFC Athletics

PRIZES 1st: $6000 2nd: $3500 3rd: $1500 4tk $1000
AWARDS All Star/Player of the Game
Defending Champs ‘93: The Pas Blues Runner-up: Winnipeg Tobins

SEND ENTRIES TO:
SIFC - Athletics, Rm 118, College West, University of Regina, Regina, Sask. $4S 0A2

ABORIGINAL OLD TIMERS INTRODUCING
HOCKEY TOURNAMENT ABORIGINAL WOMEN‘S HOCKEY
ENTRY FEE: $300 8 Team Limit Entry fee: $300

6 TeamLimit Payable to:SIFCAletics  pprpeyer $1000 2nd: $800 3rd: $500
PRIZES Ist $1000 20t $800 318500 oo oo woLLEYBALL afo TBA

AWARDS Contact: Allan Pratt at (306) 525-2148
All Star/Player of the Game Youth Unlimited

For more information call: Glenn Pratt, Athletic Coordinator:
Ph: (306) 779-6256 Fx: (306) 584-0955

ABORIGINAL CURLING BONSPIEL
* 32 Rink Limit * Entry Fee: $200
(8 Qualifiers) All qualifiers receive $300
1st: $1800 2nd: $1200 3rd: $600 4th: $600
5th: $300 6th: $300 7th: $300 8th: $300

Official Hotek Chelton Inn, 1907- 1ith Avenue Regina, Sask Phone: (306) 569-4600

(Committee not responsible for loss, damage or accidents)

AS 'VNIDIYH TULNI) VNIHV AO0MYIHS

MARCH 18,19 AND 20,1994
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Blood boxer waiting for bout

By R. John Hayes
Windspeaker Correspondent

CALGARY

Heather Black, a 19-year-old
novice boxer, has in some ways
made it without throwing a
punch.

She's been on the cover of the
Showcase section of the Calgary
Sun, for example, but she has yet
to step into the ring in anger.

Black,bornin Lethbridgeand
raised in Standoff, Alta., moved
to Calgary more than six years
agowithher family.Intheirnorth-
east Calgary home, she explains
how an attractive, slight woman
came to take up the "sweet sci-
ence.”

In the summer Black decided
to work out at the downtown
Calgary Indian Friendship Cen-

tre. Ginnie Brown, aboxingcoach.

for 13 years, explained to herhow
boxing can build character in an
individual, and talked her out of

ing and into fighting. Black
had watched her brother Theron
and others in the ring. She's been
training ever since.

In a martial sport with few
women practitioners, training has
meant sparring with the boys in
the CIFCboxingclub. They modi-
fied the amateur fighters' head

RN AR A AR AP S AN AT A
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Novice boxer Heather Black

gear to protect Black's face while
she gets used to being hit. She's
learned to stand in there, most
times,although Blackadmitswith
a laugh that there are still mo-
ments when she turns away.
"I'm not used to getting hit,

Seasons Greetings & prosperity to everyone in the New Year

ATHABASCA NATIVE

FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

P.O. BOX 1770, ATHABASCA, ALBERTA TOG 0BO
PH: (403) 675-3086 FX:(403) 675-3143

is enthusiastic about Black's
chances because she came to her
as a complete novice:

"Heather had learned no bad
habits, so she didn't have to un-
learn any of them. I go her from
the very beginning.

"Heather is a great competi-
tor.Shehasadesiretowin, throws
good, straight punches,hasagood

right and a long reach, and has
developed a three-punch combi-
nation. She doesn't back out and
knows enough to take advantage
of an opponentwho's in trouble."

High praise for the young
woman who has yet to face up to
anybody in earnest. But Black did
spar with Calgary's Fern Yee on
Dec.9at the CIFC. At28yearsold,
Yeeis theSeniorOpen class world

'kick-boxing champion.

"Ilearned alot,” enthused the
youngercompetitor."Sheshowed
me that I have to keep learning.
And I got the feeling that, you
know, she could hit me anytime
she wanted."

ButBlack didn'tback off even
when she got hit a few times.
That's what her coach likes.

"There aren't many men who
would like to take a punch from
Fern,” said Brown. "At least no
around here. She's a really solid
fighter.Itwasagood opportunity
for Heather to get into the ring
with her."

From sparring with a world
champ, Blackhopes to meetsome-
one her age and with her experi-
ence in the near future to spar
with. Brown is trying to set up a
bout with a 115-pound, 18-year-
old woman fromSaskatoon. Black
stands 56" and weighs in at 115
Ibs., so the two would match up
well, atleast physically. Black has

Best wishes to all our friends and customers.
May Christ be with you always.

Standoff Supermarket

Located at In Shat Both Sides Building

Standoff, AB

JANUARY 14, 15, 16, 1994
PRINCE ALBERT COMMUNIPLEX
14 TEAM DOUBLE KNOCKOUT DRAW

IST PLACE $6000.00 ENTRY FEE: $700.00

“ Trophy & Jackets NON-REFUNDABLE

2ND PLACE $4000.00 ENTRY DEADLINE:

Trophy JANUARY 5, 1994
3RD PLACE $2000.00 Teams Registered with FULL ENTRY FEE
4TH PLACE $1000.00 Paid by January 5, 1994 will be eligible for
*PLAYER OF THE GAME an early bird draw.
- Cap Each Game SEND ENTRIES AND ROSTER TO
*AWARDS

- Hockey Bags for All Star Team
- Coaches Bag for Best Coach

*WAYNE KEMP AWARD
- Plaque Presentation by Kemp Family

*GENES CYCLE AWARD
- | Pair Hockey Skates - Best Forward
= | Pair of Gloves - Best Defenceman

——PRIZES

1409 Ist Ave. East
Prince Albert SK

Phone: (306) 764-3431

Fax:

For more information call
Frank Carriere or Brenda Sayese

PAIMFC

(306) 763-3205

L AALNHA----

DEFENDING CHAMPS
PRINCE GEORGE LUMBER KINGS

GATE ADMISSION -
EVERYONE PAYS

ADULTS $6.00 per day
CHILDREN

$3.00 per day (12 & under)
PENSIONERS WITH CARD Free

SAHA SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT

COMMITTEE NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR DAMAGE, THEFT OR INJURY.

FRIDAY - $10.00
‘P.A. PLACE /] MUSIC BY: JUST THE BOYZ
PICTURE I.D. IS REQUIRED

DANCES
NIGHTLY
SATURDAY 10.00

(403) 737-3742

To advertise in the

WINDSPEAKER'S
CAREER SECTION
call toll-free at

1-800-661-5469

O.Q.‘..OQ.O0.0..O..OQ000.......0..

Jacqueline N. White
(Adoptive last-name)
Born June 16, 1970 at the

Charles Camsell Hospital, Edmonton, AB

Was given up at birth and
adopted at the age of four (4) years old.

* 23 years
old

REXEEEEXEEEXEEXXEEN E N RN N N N N NI BN BN B N R N N N N R J

Is looking for relatives

If anyone has any information, please contact
Pamela Cardinal, Saddle Lake First Nations
Child Welfare Department, Saddle Lake, Alberta
(403) 726-3829 ext. 125 (403) 428-0866

‘»‘C....."....‘.,Q...Q’....CC..C..

followed a training regimen since
starting in the programsix months
ago.

Women'sboxing hasonlyone
rule difference from the more-
familiar men's sport: competitors
must wear a mandatory chest
protector. Both coach and boxer
are trying to design a more com-
fortable version than theoneBlack
currently uses.

Black is working hard out-
side the ring, too. When she's not
running, she's pursuing a career
in sports administration (al-
though she laughs and says "it
changes every time] talk to some-
body new"), first by upgrading
her Grade 12 at the Plains Indian
Cultural Survival School. She
plans to begin attending Mount
Royal Collegein1994.Meanwhile,
she's working at Drinkmaker, a
local soft drink manufacturer.

"Boxing will help her every-
whereshegoes," said Brown."Itis
agreatone-on-onesport.Itteaches
personal responsibility, careful
and thorough mental and physi-
cal preparation. In many ways, it
is probably the toughest sport to
compete in."

Fornow, though, Blackis con-
cerned with getting into thatcom-
petition and leaming how to box
well. Her coach is convinced that
she can and will do very well
when she gets her chance.

Paﬁﬂflpal% , ®
NG Fordiny -Every V4

* Mother is
a Saddle
Lake First
Nations
Band
Member.
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Val d'Or event attracts thousands Teams enter

By Alex Roslin
Windspeaker Contributor

VAL D'OR, Quebec

There weren't enough hotel
rooms in Val d'Or to hold them
all. A record 3,500 fans attended
the 13thannual Val d'Or Hockey
and Broomball tournament,
Dec.2-5.

And they weren't disap-
pointed. The two-day tourna-
ment was jam-packed with ex-
citing games played by 41
hockey and 16 broomball teams.
In all, 900 players from across
the province, with several teams
from Ontario, took to the ice.

"It was one of the largest
tournamentsI've ever seen," said
Walter Hester Jr., tourney presi-
dent. There were a few minor
scheduling misunderstandings,
but overall the event was a suc-
cess, and a big hit with the
crowd, Hester said.

Fans watched Class A to C

games, plus an Old Timer's di-
visioninthehockeyside,as well
as the women's broomball tour-
nament.

Four of the five final playoff
games went into overtime, with
all five winners taking the titles
by one point.

"People said it was one of
the best tournaments they've
ever seen,” said Hester, who has
been involved for 10 years. "We
worked hard onit. The directors
did a good job setting it up.”

Headded thatif all goes well,
tournament goers can expect
some new events next year, in-
cluding square dancing, basket-
ball and volleyball.

John Boudrias, tourney co-
ordinator, said the event is im-
portant because it helps bring
Crees together.

"When it started, there
wasn't too much communica-
tion between the communities.
It's a great opportunity for the
communities to communicate."

Boudrias has been working

PRAIRIE LE&THERCRAFT

BEADS
SUEDE

LEATHER

OTHER CRAFT FUR

SUPPLIES
224-2nd Ave. South Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1K9

encs (30618341004

on. to Sat

May your hearts
be open at Christmas

8o that the circle of love & peace may grow
& continue to grow through the New Year.

from the...

Head Smashed-In Buffalo Jump

Box 1977
Fort MacLeod, AB

Abeiia

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

BEST WISHES FOR THE

HOLIDAY SEASON AND THE
NEW YEAR '

Hutchins, Soroka & Dionne

Avocats - Barristers & Solicitors

Suite 400, 245 St-Jacques,
MONTREAL, Que. H2Y 1M6
Telephone: (514) 849-2403
Telecopier: (514) 849-4907

Peter W. Hutchins
Paul Dionne
Anjali Choksi

Diane H. Soroka
Franklin S. Gertler

Conseil - Counsel
Carol Hilling

. .. Preferred Areas of Practice:
Aboriginal Peoples, Edvironmental Protection, Congtitutional Law, Human Rights

on the tournament committee
since 1980 and is confident it can
only get better.

"It's well set up now. Before,
there was a different committee

each year. Now the recreation
directors in each community
have a mandate to do (the tour-
nament). It will continue for a
long time."

Hockey
Class A
Mistissini Trappers 3 (OT)

Class B

Class C (ages 27 to 35)

- Chisasibi Ex-Hunters 4
Old Timers
Mistissini Truckers 3 (OT)

Val d'Or Re

aniwaki Algonqwﬂnﬁ{ﬁtayes 3 (OT) Lac Simon Devils 2

Waskaganish Starlites 2(OT) Lac Simon Lakers 1

Moose Factory Scrappers 2

Waskaganis Ex-Wings 3

Old Factory Islanders 2

2|st century

The Miami University of
Ohiois considering changingits
teams' names from Redskins to
something a little more modern.

The university received
some flak over the traditional
nickname of the teams when
people at a campus forum sug-
gested the term was racist. Now
the board of trustees is consid-
eringaname change, perhaps to
the "Miami Tribe."

The Miami Nation origi-
nated in Ohio but were relo-
cated to Oklahoma during the
1800's. In 1972 the Miamis
adapted aresolution stating they
were proud to have the Redskin
name carried with honor by the
university's teams. But this year
the Miami Nation backed calls
to discuss changing the name.

School president Paul Risser
doesn’t recommend dropping
the nickname, however he con-
ceded to referring to university
teams as the "Miami Tribes."

| WINDSPEAKER IS REGIONAL NEWS |
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Seasons greetings
and prosperity to everyone in the New Year.

Grande Prairie Friendship Centre

10507 - 98 Avenue Gran
Phone: (403)532-5722

de Prairie, AB T8V 4L1

A

Fax: (403)539-5121

December, 1993

To our Friends and Neighbours:

1993 was a very memorable year for Windspeaker.
We celebrated our tenth anniversary by realizing our
goal of making Windspeaker “Canada’s National
Aboriginal News Publication”.

All that has been accomplished in 1993 would not
have been possible without the assistance and support
of many people — especially our readers.

We thank you all for your support in 1993 and over

the previous ten years, and we look forward to servicing
you in the years to come.

During the Holiday Season, Windspeaker will be
closed December 24th through to January 3rd, 1994.

We wish you all a safe and joyous Holiday Season.

The Board, Management & Staff at Windspeaker
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Ranch fur sales on the rise again

By Kerry McCluskey
Windspeaker Contributor

YELLOWKNIFE

Fur is the topic up for dis-
cussion this year.

The most recent talk sur-
rounding the fur industry has to
do with a 38-per-cent increase
in Canadian fur exports during
the first half of 1993.

According to Alison Beal, the
executive director of the Fur In-
stitute of Canada, the increase
occurred when the number of
ranched mink peltson theworld
trade market dropped

"There were a series of bad
judgements. Scandinavian fur
ranchers wanted a bigger slice
of the pie, so they produced more
mink and now they have
stopped producing such
amounts. In the early 1980's,
there were an average of 22 - 25
million mink pelts on the mar-
ketbutby the mid-to-late 1980's,
there were around 44 million
ranched mink peltsand the mar-
ketplacewould not re-absorball
of them.

"And mink is like gold in the
dollar market, sowhenyouhave
anexcess, the pricedrops. We're

CARLY EVENT Bonanza 2
LATE NIT€ Bonanza

EARLY EVENT Bonanza @
LATE NITE Bonanza

€ARLY EVENT Bonanza ?
LRTE NITE Bonanza

DECEMBER 31, 1993

$2000 Full Card  $200 Consolation
$1000 Full Card  $200 Consolation

JANUARY 1, 1994

$2500 Full Card
$1000 Full Card  $500 Consolation

PALMS

seeing firmed-up prices now
because not as many minks are
being ranched and the excess
has been reabsorbed into the
market,” said Beal, from her Ot-
tawa office.

She pointed to the strength
of theJapanese yenas another of
the factors in the price drop.

Beal said the Japanese de-
mand left some Canadian fur
manufacturers at the high tide
point.

"Part of it was self-inflicted
wounds," shesaid. "As the prices
wentup,Canadian manufactur-
ers boughta lot of mink by bank
finances. And when the prices
down-turned and the Japanese
had bought what they wanted,
the manufacturers had leftover
invento

Ysabel Trujillo, the commu-
nications director for the Fur
Council of Canada in Montreal,
agrees with Beal.

"Fur is a cyclical industry
but this last cycle was too much
for the world fur market. The
value of coats was down by 40
per cent and it was a slow turn
around of all the factors. For
example, apart from the over-
production of mink, therewas a
change in climate. The winters
got more mild and there was a

ANNIVERSARY .37/

27 Waa
SPECIALS SPECIALS SPECIALS SPECIALS
DECEMBER 30, 1993

$1,500 Full Card  $200 Consolation
$1,000 Full Card  $200 Consolation

$200 Consolation

SANDMAN INN - 178 ST. & STONY PLAIN ROAD,

EDMONTON

483-1151

lack of snow. This correlated to
fur buying. The October 1987
stock market crash also affected
furbecauseincomelevelisasso-
ciated to the ownership of a fur
coat. And then there was the
animal rights phenomenon. A
number of people think this is
the biggest reason for the de-
cline of fur, but this is not so,"
Trujillo said.

"The market was glutted by
ranched mink in the 1980's but
minks are now down below 20
million pelts. At a recent fur
auction - which are like stock
markets in trading - the price of
minks rose 20-40 per cent be-
cause of the scarcity and the re-
newed demand.”

Trujillo added that colder
weather and an increase in ex-
ports to the United States have
helped push up the price of fur.

"Ithasbeena U.S.-led recov-
ery - they took 75 per cent of
Canada’s furs."

This translates into $21 mil-
lion in fur going across the bor-
der during the first half of 1993.

Jerry Jacob is the president
of the fur council, and a manu-
facturer of fur coats. Hebelieves
theincrease in ranch furs means
good news for trappers across
Canada.

JOANNE THIBAULT
YOUR ADVERTISING SALES
PROFESSIONAL
for
Southern Alberta
USA
British Columbia

Joanne would be delighted to
show you how Windspeaker
(can improve your sales potential.

and wolverine.

Although the businessmen
in the industry predict good
things coming from the rise in
ranch fur prices, on-the-land
trappers are more cautious.
When asked, two trappers, one
for each region, were unaware
of the increase in fur exports.

Both said they would have
to wait until next year before
being paid for their pelts, or ex-
periencing the benefits of a rise
in fur prices.

And time may be running
out for the 50,000 to 60,000 Abo-
riginal trappers across Canada .

European countries by 75-
80 per centof Canada's wild fur,
but by 1995, the European Com-
munity will ban the importa-
tion of all wild fur from coun-
tries that still use leghold traps
or do not comply with interna-
tional humane standards.

Aboriginal organizations
like the Indigenous Survival In-
ternational, and Aboriginal
Trappers Federation of Canada
are currently assessing the im-
pact the European regulations
will have on the Aboriginal trap-

"I think the trappers will be
able to get more money for their
skins. The increase in mink and
fox, I mean ranch furs, creates a
demand for wild furs. In the last
few years, mink was as cheap as
wild fur and now mink is ex-
pensive, so wild fur is more
popular, like raccoon. There's
more diversity in wild fur and
this is good for Native people,”
said Jacob.

Joe Neigo works as a re-
source development officer at
Renewable Resources in
Yellowknife, NWT. Neigo
agrees that the increase in ex-
ports means an increase for the
trappers in the Northwest Terri-
toriesand other parts of Canada.

"The prices were way down,
SO some trappers even gave up
and that'sbad becausethey don't
have other jobs; trapping is the
only thing they make money on.
The rise is a real good thing, it
means they can eamn a living,"
Neigo said.

Trappers in NWT have two
main trapping areas. Fox, wolf,
wolverine and polar bear pelts
come from the Eastern Arctic,

said Neigo. ping community, especially
TrappersintheWestern Arc-  where quick-kill traps and hu-
tic also cull mink, muskratand mane trapping methods have

marten, in addition tofox, wolf not been adopted.

THE TRADING POST ————

MILE 3 ON THE ALASKA HIGHWAY

Handmade Mukluks & Moccasins, Pure Maple Syrup
Indian & €skimo Handicrafts, Jade and lvory,
Moose Hair Tuftings

Christmas Blessings to one and all
BEATRIX WARD (604) 782-4974

Toll Free 1-800-661-5469

Wind -
speakerii

We at Cansafe inc. would like you to
know that we are strongly committed
to Native education and remind you
that your education is an investment
in yourself and the First Nations.

We offer pre-entrance industry training in the Transportation of Dangerous
Goods, WHMIS, First Aid, CPR, H2S, as well as many other courses suited
for those already employed.

We have locations in Elk Point and Lloydminster to train individuals who are
seeking an advantage in today’s competitive job market.

We are also fully equipped to provide hands-on training at your location

wherever that may be.

For more information, contact:

Tony Wentworth

Cansafe Inc.

Box 279, Eik Point, AB TOA 1A0
Phone (403) 724-2780 or Fax (403) 724-2822

1 (X%
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WANTED

Moose, Deer & Elk Antlers

WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR
(403) 478-1988

INUIT TAPIRIIKSAT KANATAMI
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' INUIT TAPIRISAT OF CANADA
SN

President Rosemarie ‘Kuptana, the Execu-
tive Committee and the Board of Directors
ofthe Inuit Tapirisat of Canada would like 1o
| wish you and your families the very best of
il the holiday season.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEARI
EXECUTIVE
President Rosemarie Kuptana
Vice-president Chesley Andersen
Secretary Treasurer Martha Flaherty
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Labrador Inuit Association Tony Anderson
Makivik Corporation Chartie Wait
Baffin Regional Inuit Association  Pauloosie Keyootak
Keewatin Inuit Association Louis Pilikapsi
Kitikmeot Inuit Association Joe Allen Evyagotailak
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation  Roger Gruben
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated James Eetoolook

<y roeeyn (acting) e ey
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Wolf management plan suspended until | 995

By Andrea Buckley
Windspeaker Contributor

WHITEHORSE

The Yukon government has
shelved the Yukon Wolf Man-
agement Plan until at least 1995,
Renewable Resources Minister
Bill Brewster said.

The delay puzzles interest
groups because the plan has
gained widespread support
throughout the territory and is
being used as a guideline by the
department.

Brewster, a hunter and
former outfitter, said First Na-
tions have not been consulted
sufficiently to pass the plan as
policy in the cabinet.

But members of Champagne
and Aishihik First Nations disa-
gree, saying they included their
concerns this summer and en-
dorse the strategy.

The management plan was
developed by a team of
Yukoners last summer in re-
sponse to the government go-
ahead on an aerial wolf kill in
the Aishihik area, northwest of
Whitehorse. The management
plan set strict guidelines on

when and how such kills could
take place. It set prerequisites
for a kill, including establishing
low calf survival numbers, col-
lecting scientific data, public
consultation and a moratorium
on hunting in the kill area.

Brewster stalled approval of
the planin cabinetfollowing this
year's aerial kill, saying more
consultation was needed.

Lawrence Joe of the Cham-
pagne and Aishihik First Na-
tions is disappointed.

"We've always recognized
(the plan) as a useful tool that
lays out some important rules,"
he said from Haines Junction,
approximately 190 km north-
west of Whitehorse. "This is a
disappointment for me."

A group of Firstnations who
reviewed the plan this summer
came up with an implementa-
tion plan tobe included with the
original strategy. They then en-
couraged Brewster to pass the
document through cabinet.

Joeacknowledged there was
limited consultation with First
Nations. But the plan should be
passed immediately and then
reviewed once the federal gov-
ernment proclaims their land
claim and self-government leg-

BOX 130
HAYRIVER, NWT XOE ORO

BASSETT PETROLEUM

Serving the Communities
of the South MacKenzie

Gas & Diesel & Heating Oil

DISTRIBUTORS LTD.

PHONE (403) 874-2562
FAX (403) 874-2732

PUBLIC

NOTICE

4th meridian.

Municipal Offices and Libraries:

Town of Stavely

Stavely Municipal Library

M.D. of Willow Creek,
Ciaresholm

Carmangay Municipal Library

Champion Municipal Library

High River Centennial Library

Village of Longview

Regional Libraries:

Legislature Library, Edmonton
University of Alberta Library
Edmonton Public Library
University of Calgary Library
PWSS Library, Edmonton
Environmental Protection
Library, Edmonton/Lethbridge

6th Floor, Oxbridge Place
9820 - 106 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 246

Alberta for listings.

Deaf or hearing impaired
cail 1-800-232-7215

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

In accordance with Section 50 of the Alberta Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act, Alberta Public Works,
Supply and Services filed an Environmental Impact
Assessment report with the Director of Environmental
Assessment on December 10, 1993, for its proposed Pine
Coulee Project. This project is in the Municipal District of
Willow Creek No. 26, approximately 6 km southwest of
Stavely, in Townships 13, 14 and 15, Range 28, west of the

Anyone interested may obtain a copy of the Environmental
Impact Assessment report or a summary free of charge from
Alberta Public Works, Supply and Services, by contacting
Jim Bariishen, Director of Environmental Branch, 15th Floor,
College Plaza, 8215 - 112 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T6G 5A9,
Ph: 427-7850, Fax: 422-9594. The Environmental Impact
Assessment report and summary are also available for
Inspection at this address. Other inspection locations are:

The Environ_mental Impact Assessment report and summary
are also available for inspection at:

The Registry of Environmental Information
Alberta Environmental Protection

Ph: 427-5828 Fax: 422-9714
Outside of Edmonton, call your local RITE operator for toll free

access to provincial government telephone numbers. Consult
your local directory under Government of

L T ‘ '+ Ty -

Claresholm Public Library
Granum Library

Village of Cayley

Nanton Municipal Library
Ft. Macleod Public Library
M.D. of Foothills, High River
Vulcan Municipal Library
PWSS Office Stavely

Alberta Environmental

Centre, Vegreville
Lethbridge Community College Library
University of Lethbridge Library
Lethbridge Public Library
Public Affairs Bureau, Edmonton
Okotoks Public Library

Aberia

. PUBLIC WORKS
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"We've always recognized (the plan) as a useful tool that lays
out some important rules. This is a disappointment for me.”

- Lawrence Joe, Champagne & Aishihik First Nations

islation, he said.

Thegovernment will use the
wolf plan as a guideline this
winter, said Brewster.

Last winter, 60 wolves were
shot in the area in an attempt to
increase caribou numbers. This
year, the wolf kill will continue,
butbiologistdon'tknow yethow
many wolves will be killed.

The caribou calf survival rate
in the Aishihik herd has risen
more than five-fold over thelast
year, said caribou biologist Rick
Farnell.

Thirty-nine calves per 100
animals survived this year, com-
pared to just seven out of 100 in
1992.

But Farnell won't credit last
year's wolf kill solely with the
increase.

"Wehaven'tchosen todo that
(link the increase with the kill),"
said Farnell. "The technical de-
partment sat down and said it's
too early to jump the gun onany
cause-effect conclusions.

"We want more data. The
(wolf) plan gives us two years to
evaluate whether survival has
concurred.”

Approximately 30 animals
in the 556-head Aishihik herd
arefitted withradio collars. This
enables biologists to track their
movements over the 20,000-
square-kilometre range.

Meanwhile, environmental
groups from southern Canada
are in Whitehorse preparing to
intervene in this year's wolf kill.

"We have a team staying in

- Whitehorse who have rented a

house for a couple of months to
provide a stable base for activ-
ists coming up from the United
States, B.C. and Ontario," said
Bill Hipwell, of Friends of the
Wolves in Ottawa.

The group has a budget of

about $30,000 thanks to an
anonymous "five-figure dona-
tion,” he said.

"We feel the objective of the
program is to exterminate the

West End Bingo

50 Games 2 Bonanzas Odd Even

wolf from the Yukon. Bill
Brewster has produced an
agenda to eliminate the animal
hehatesso much," said Hipwell.

"We have an ace up our
sleeve.”

Hipwell came under fire in
the local media after an article
appeared in the Ottawa Univer-
sity newspaper The Fulcrum, in
which he accused the Cham-
pagne and Aishihik people of
not knowing how to live off the
land.

But Hipwell says he was
misquoted in the article.

"I was just wickedly mis-
quoted. I related to (the re-
porter) an anecdote about one
white guy who came to me and
told me about seeing four Na-
tives come back with 12 cari-
bou, but it came out in the arti-
cle that this was the actual situ-
ation,” he said.

"I said when we met with
(theNatives) wetalked abut tra-
ditional denning (of wolf pups)
and some said they didn't know
how to do that any more.

"I'm not willing to say be-
cause they're Natives they have
this wonderful touchy-feely
thing with the land because not
all of them do."

17304 - 105 Ave
Ph: 484-7228

EDMONTON
ALBERTA

1/2 Price Family Bingo

"Star of the Night"

DOORS 5 P.M. EARLYBIRDS 6 P.M.
PRE CALL 6:30P.M. REG. GAMES 7:00 P.M.
Senior's Discount
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1/2 PRICE BINGO

SATURDAY, SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
DOORS 11:00 a.m., EARLY BIRDS - NOON

50 GAMES - 2 BONANZAS
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50 GAMES 2 BONANZAS ODD EVEN
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FIRST SUNDAY
OF EVERY MONTH
Second Bonanza

| Guaranteed $4,000

Discount Bonanzas
10 - $7.00
3-%1.00

$649 CASH
PLAYOFF

EVERY
WEDNESDAY

The set includes:

Send order to:

ANISHINABE (OJiBwaYy) HISTORY
PLACE YOUR ORDER TobDAY

THESE INFORMATIVE BOOKLETS WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT ADDITION
TO NATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

Fish Clan
Bear Clan
Marten Clan
Bird Clan
Deer Clan

Visions of Sitting Eagle
Ogitchita Society

ORDER A SET OF 9 BOOKLETS FOR ONLY $24.00

Rosa, Manitoba
ROA 1INoO

PLEASE SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER TO THE ABOVE
ADDRESS. PLEASE ALLOW SIX WEEKS FOR SHIPPING AND DELIVERY,

Anishinabe Clan System Functions
Loon Clan & Crane Clan

Golden Eagle Clan Development
General Delivery
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:I'rapper's group angry at Fur Institute

CORNWALL, Ont.

The organization repre-
senting Aboriginal trappers
was given the financial cold
shoulder when the organiza-
tion wasn't funded to attend a
recent meeting on fur trap-
ping.

The Aboriginal Trappers
Federation was also noticeably
absent from the Commitment
to Progress meeting held Dec.
5 -6 in Winnipeg by the Fur
Institute of Canada. Federal,
provincial and territorial gov-
ernmentrepresentativesdid at-
tend the two-day meeting,

"We're tired of being puton
the back burner when it comes
to fundingand being paid only
lip service by both Native and
non-Native politicians, bu-
reaucrats and fur industry of-
ficials when it comes to assist-
ance for our local trapper har-
vesters. We haven't been
funded to attend,” said Bob
Stevenson, executive director
of the federation.

The Aboriginal Trappers
Federation of Canadadidn'tat-
tend the meeting because they
don't believe the government
representatives are honorable
or sincere with Aboriginal trap-

"We're tired of being put on the back burner when it comes
to funding and being paid only lip service by both Native and
non-Native politicians, bureaucrats and fur industry offi-
cials when it comes to assistance for our local trapper

Court date delayed

The president of Nunavut
Tungavik land claim organi-
zation will appear in territo-

"The Department of Indian
Affairs is totally irresponsible
for funding this meeting when
they have been warned by us
not to do so because we know
that the provincial and terri-

Quassa will gotocourt Jan.24
to answer charges of aban-

riaicourtinthenewyear.Paul ||

harvesters.”

- Bob Stevenson, Aboriginal Trappers Federation

pers harvestersacross Canada,
said Stevenson.

According to Fur Institute
of Canada documents, the pri-
mary purpose for having the
meeting is to plan and imple-
ment programs that relate to
fur bearer management.

The government repre-
sentatives and the fur industry
officials have all discouraged
the Aboriginal Trappers Fed-
eration and Aboriginal organi-
zations from becoming in-
volved in those issues, said
Stevenson.

The Aboriginal delegates
that attended the meeting
didn't represent themselves
adequately enough because
they didn't have accurate in-
formation to contribute about
their local trappers nor did
they have the resources or the
time to prepare, hesaid. They
were there on a token basis

for the government and Fur
Institute of Canada.

"Provincial and territorial
governments claim how well
they're trying to work with
trappers but we all know just
from media reports how hard
they're treating Aboriginals...
Wealso know that Agriculture
Canada assist fox and mink
farmers."

In 1990 and 1991 about $20
million was allocated through
subsidies and capitol funding
to what used to be Hudson's
Bay Fur Auction.

"For the last ten years, the
federationand Aboriginal trap-
pers didn't even receive close
to one million dollars,” said
Stevenson. "Population figures
used by the industry and gov-
ernments show that there are
50,000 Aboriginal trappersand
5,000 fox and mink farmers in
Canada.
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torial governments don't rep-
resent our trappers nor they
have accurate information
about us. They cannot even
come up witha correctnumber
of Aboriginal trappers and not
toinvolve usis totally wrong,"
said Stevenson

As far as funding goes, the
federal bureaucrats are trying
to keep their control and to
continue their manipulative
ways of divide and conquer
tacticsover Aboriginal harvest-
ers said Stevenson

The federation is optimis-
tic that the new federal gov-
ernment will make major
changes in the Department of
Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada that will favor Abo-
riginal trappers and the First
Nations People.

"The Fur Institute of
Canada doesn't represent our
interestbut should we be given
equal opportunities and rec-
ognition, we're willing to work
with them on a new partner-
ship basis," said Stevenson.

The place to stay when in Calgary.

v’ Comfortable Rooms
v Friendly Service

¢ Reasonable Rates
v’ Coffee Shop

v Dining Room

9030 MACLEOD TRAIL, CALGARY, AB/253-1101

doning a child and resisting
arrest. The charges stem from
a Nov. 8 incident in Iqaluit
during which a child under
the age of 10 was left in a car
running outside the local Le-
gion. Quassa stepped down
temporarily from his position
at the land claim organiza-
tion.

Abuse inquiry set

Complaints of sexual abuseat |

the hands of a residential

school staff are being investi- |

gated by the RCMP in the
NorthwestTerritories.Former
students of theJoseph Bernier
Federal Day School in Ches-
terfield Inlet say they were
abused physically and sexu-
ally by the staff during the
1950's and 1960's. The RCMP
investigative team will be
based out of Yellowknife,with
a branch at Rankin Inlet as
well. Lawyer Katherine
Petersonisexpectedtorelease
a report on the complaints in
the new year.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

& prosperity to everyone

in the New Year.

Ample Free
Parking!
Entertainment
Nightly!

{a 31
for $22.50

NORAM INC.,
BOX 243,
KAHNAWAKE, PQ
JoL 1Bo

(514) 635-0923

FAX: (514) 635-8693

Hear the Elders speak on the
“GREAT LAW OF PEACE”
in English & Mohawh
8 Hours on 4 VHS Video Tapes,
An INlustrated Book and Teacher's Guide
for $105.00

The widely acclaimed book
“WHERE EAGLES DARE TO SOAR
Indians, Politics and AIDS”
the memoirs of Kevin White
ar old Cree dying of AIDS}
a 45 minute video featuring.,.
Kevin telling his story for $22.50

Mini album “Mohawk Blood” singing “Have |
you ever Seen the Dawn” and “Can you

! Hear the Eagle’s Cry” for $7.50.
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Windspeaker is what's happening in Native communities

Throughout the world, in every nation,
from every heart, one prayer...

That all people live in freedom and
peace reign everywhere.

A Christmas wish for you

and all the world...PEACE

From the Board of Directors & Staff of the

HIGH LEVEL TRIBAL COUNCIL

Box 1889,
High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0
Phone: (403) 926-3446 Fax: (403) 926-4075

Let your Christmas
be filled with
tender memories,
warm friends and

happy moments.

from the Board, Staff
and Students

Ahtahkakoop School
Box 190
Shell Lake, Sask.
S50J 2G0O

CTETeTeLeeeTe

To the Great Spirit at Christmas, a prayer;
That we may touch the earth with kind and gentle hands,
That freedom will be found in this and other lands,

and joyous peace shall reign throughout the world!

BEST WISHES FROM. ..
- GRAND CHIEF JOE RABESCA,
BAND COUNCILLORS & STAFF OF THE

DOGRID RAE BAND

{ R0.BOX . RAE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES X0 01
L DUONE: 403130 38U/ PAY: 40 392,150
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Wiishing a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all our Indian
brothers and sisters across the land.

from Chief Gordon Auger,
Council, staff & band members
General Delivery
Desmarais, AB TOG 0TO
Ph: (403)891-3836 or fax 891-3942

May this season bring to all the world the peace & joy
which is the real meaning of Christmas - and may it last
throughout the New Year.

from Council, Staff and Members of the

Gift Lake Metis Settlement
and Gift Lake Development
Corporation

General Delivery,
Gift Lake, Alberta
TOG 1B0

PH: (403) 767-3894
FX: (403) 767-3888

......................................................

Y4
MEMBER OF THE AB "lsz t AL RADIO NETWORK :
December, 1993 : "
S Tk 77548,

To our Friends near and far:

On behalf of the Board, Management & Staff

of CFWE - FM “The Native Perspective” we wish
our listeners across Canada and the United States
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

As our gift to you, we invite you to share in our ' %F

special holiday programming:

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day g

Thank for your letters and calls of suppoyt

throughout 1993. ¢ ,
Desiprbis \)

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day
Qq-— )
@. The Board, Management & Staff at CFWE w
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Arts and Entertainment

Cardinal-Schubert retrospective spans 20 years

By Gina Teel
Windspeaker Correspondent

EDMONTON

Internationally renowned art-
ist Joane Cardinal-Schubert likes
to call her work "gentle finger
painting,” and anyone taking in
her exhibition at the University of
Alberta's Fine Arts Building is
bound to notice a lot of pointed
fingers.

"People say my work is po-
litical," Cardinal-Schubert says.
"But to me, a work of art is about
life."

The first retrospective exhi-
bition of Cardinal-Schubert's
work to be shown in Alberta, Pas-
sage to Origins features 30 "loosely
collected" works spanning the
pastdecade. Working withmixed-
media installations and paintings
on canvas or paper, Cardinal-
Schubert's poignant works ad-
dress the historical repression of
Natives, the impact of Euro-cen-
tric sensibilities, and the relation-
ship between people of Native
heritage around the globe.

"The way we are perceived in
Europeand points faraway; what
has happened since 1992 with the
500th year of Christopher
Columbus celebration that back-

‘s

May your hearts be open at
Christmas so that the circle of Love & Peace
may grow & may you have a prosperous New Year
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

BEARDY'S & OKEMASIS BAND #96 & 97
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|~ People say myworkis political. But
to me, a work of art is about life.”
- Joane Cardinal-Schubert

fired; the Year of Indigenous Peo-
ple designated by the United Na-
tions in 1993 but not acknowl-
edged by our own government
right away; all these things are in
the work that I do."

Considered one of the most
significant Native artists in the
world, the eclectic Cardinal-
Schubert bluntly confesses that
she has no respect for art history
and rejects traditional artistic val-
ues. She prefers to look at art in
another way.

"If you take a knife and put it
on a table beside an apple or an
orange, that's cool. But if you put
ababy on a table next to a knife, it
has a totally different meaning. I
like to juxtapose the meanings."

Her fondness for juxtaposi-
tions is obvious in her mixed-me-
dia installations. Her paintings,
on the other hand, are a blending
of the classic and the modern.
Guestcurator Jetske Sybesmasays
the two very different art forms
express radically different per-

>

B

Box 340
Duck Lake, Sask.
S0K 1J0

Phone: (306) 467-4523 Fax: (306) 467-4404

spectives of Cardinal-Schubert's
perception of her Native roots.

"What makes her work so in-
teresting is that she goes back to
the ancient images, like tipi poles,
and hangs things on them that
lets the political activist in her
point out the hurt Natives have
had in the past. At the same time,
she shows a beautiful aspect of
Native art."

The installations, presented
as "anti-art" by Sybesma, articu-
latelong-standing discrimination
against Native people. Injustice
and anger are emotions thatcome
to mind when viewing the more
graphic of Cardinal-Schubert's
installations; such as the hide of a
warriordraped over adrying rack
besidebeaver skins. or ascale fash-
ioned out of a lamp base that
shows a Christopher Columbus-
era clipper ship on one side out-
weighing a Native infant in a
Christian-style bassinet on the
other side.

Using blackboards, white

T 00277 5 1 2 5 e 2 0 A 2 75 52 2,
WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU AND

YOUR FAMILY A MERRY CHRISTMAS &
A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAK.

Aboriginal Nurses Association of Canada
55 Murray Street, 3rd Floor,

Ottawa, Ontario KI1N 5M3
S B R R R B R R B R R B B R B R R B B

chalk and props, Cardinal-
Schubert expresses deep-seated
rage in bold hand-printed ac-
counts of the senselessness of the
Oka crisis; the arrogance of engi-
neers carving up traditional Na-
tivelands; residential schoolsand
archaeological digs that procure
Native artifacts and remains. Her
feature piece, Preservation of a
Species: The Lesson, is a full-scale
remake of a school room from a
Native perspective.

The artist graphically dem-
onstrates the injustices and hard-
ships imposed on Natives by resi-
dential schoolsthroughalive per-
formance where ex-students stand
up and tell of indignities they suf-
fered there.

"It's not fun stuff," she says.

On the lighter side are Cardi-
nal-Schubert's paintings, through
which she explores the historical
meaning of Native values. Rich
with traditional Native symbol-
ism and culture, the artist uses
bold primary colors and earth
tones to paint everything from
primitive symbolism and animal
images, similar to cave paintings,
to those with an Emily Carr look
and feel.

While much more subtle than
herinstallations,some still deliver
a nagging sense of discontent.
Powwow Dream, one of Cardi-

nal-Schubert's more entrancing
paintings, is one such work.

As it's her first retrospective
show in Alberta, Cardinal
Schubert is pleased that the exhi-
bition allows her the opportunity
to show a broad range of work.

"I've been painting for 20
years.I'm not comfortable having
three pieces on a wall as a repre-
sentation of my work."

The range of works, includ-
ing installations, paintings and
papier-mache figures, may con-
fuse people.

"Because these spana 10-year
period, theylooklike they've been
done by a lot of different people.
But they're all done by me."

In addition, the exhibition's
paintings provide her with a rare
opportunity to revisit her work.
Most of them had to be "borrowed
back" from galleries, national col-
lections and private owners.

"It's a great experience to see
these paintings in context of your
new work and your new work in
context with the old. It's a great
connection because some paint-
ingsarekeyto your development.”

Passagesto Originsis the first
of aseries of annual exhibits dedi-
cated to exhibiting the artwork of
First Nations artists. It runs to
Dec. 30. For more information,
call 492-2081.

LESSER SLAVE LAKE
COMMUNITY FUTURES
COMMITTEE AND BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

" Because friendship and gooduwill of
those we serve is the foundation of

our business, it is our pleasure to say

thank you and to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

For more Iinformation
please phone 849-3232 or 849-4519.
slave Lake, Alberta
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Happy holidays to you and
yours. May Christmas fill your
hearts and homes now and
throughout the coming year.

from the Staff & Management of...

Gleichen Clinic Pharmacy

Box 307
Gleichen, Alberta
TOJ TNO
Phone: (403) 734-3389

Windspeaker is a bi-weekly
newspaper bringing you
news from around Indian
Country.

If you would like to subscribe
to Windspeaker, send us a
money order or cheque of $28
or $40 (foreign) to:

Windspeaker
15001 - 112 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

T5M 2V6
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IF

{ NEWSPAPERS
GREW ON
'TREES...

things would be easy.
We'd pick it when it's
ready and wait for it to
grow back.

But unfortunately,
newsprint has tobe made
from the tree itself and
because trees play such
an important role in our
environment, recycling
newsprint makes alot of
sense.

Compared to virgin
fiber, the production of
one tonne of recycled
newsprint uses half the
fresh water. It results in
74% less air pollution,
22% less water pollution,
saves 17 pulp trees and
creates additional jobs.

Please

A5 wother yenr Arancws b . dlose, vve thank yon for
your frieshiy and Sincerdly voish yn hagpiness, g
Renlth mnd prosperity thromghont the ey Year VAN

from

Grand Chief Tony Mercredi & the Chiefs, Elders and Staff

of the...

Grand Council of Treaty 8 First Nations

Suite 1050 - 10060 Jasper Avenue,
Edmonton, Alberta T5] 3R8
Phone: (403) 424-8504
Fax: (403) 424-8614

THE
MEANING
OF
PEACE

or people in the Ethiopian

province of Tigray, and in so

many parts of the world,

peace means some very basic

things. It means a secure,
reliable supply of food. It means having
uninterrupted access to fresh water,
and materials to build proper shelter. It
means educating children instead of
training them for war.

The United Steelworkers -
Humanity Fund understands because
we are there. We have relief and
development projects in Ethiopia,
Angola, Mozambique, and in Central
and South America. We know that, in
areas of conflict, the job of providing
relief is difficult. Development might be
impossible.

The Humanity Fund was
initiated in 1985. Participating
Steelworkers negotiate into their
contracts a deduction of one cent an
hour that goes into the Fund. Today,
the Humanity Fund has become a
model for other unions in Canada to
follow and learn from.

For Steelworkers, it means that,
when we go to the bargaining table, we
take the World with us.

And when we do, we go in peace.

Steelworkers
Humanity Fund

recycle
i this
newspaper!

"To advertise in Windspealker, call 1-800-GG1-54GO

United Steelworkers Humanity Fund,
234 Eglinton Avenue East,

Toronto, Ontario. M4P 1K7
416/487-1571




The next pages carry the entries for our
Christmas Memories story-writing con-
test. The winners will be announced in our
Jan. 3, 1994 edition.

By Daniel Beatty Pawis
CALGARY

There are a lot of things I remember
about Christmas when I was a little boy.
The memories seem to sit in the back of my
mind like a box of decorations just waiting
to be dusted off so they can add to the
festive Christmas atmosphere.

As far back as I can remember, Christ-
mas always meant tons of snow, and the
possibility that just maybe, this would be
the year that I would find my favorite
presentunder the tree, no matter how much
it might cost. I always found a little more
room for dreaming during Christmas time.
All of those flashing lights and glittering
tinsel decorations added to the potential
for magical things taking place.

I grew up in northern Ontario after
being adopted off of my reserve when I
was 12 days old. Since I only had one
stepbrother who was never home, I began
to observe the bigger families that we vis-
ited during the Christmas season. I started
to wonder what it would be like to live in
a family with a bunch of brothers and
sisters. It became a secret wish that I nur-
tured for quite a few years and I never
thought that it would come true.

Once 1 started thinking about it, the
possibility thatI may have come from abig
family prior to my adoption became a fan-
tasy. I imagined what it would be like to
open presents along with my brothers and
sisters on Christmas morning. I pictured a
big turkey in the middle of a table sur-
rounded by my family. Each year at Christ-
masI'dlook at the staratthe top of our tree
and silently wish that my dream would
come true.

As the years passed I started to realize
that the probability of finding my real fam-

ily was fading. I had already begun treat-
ing theissue as a sensitiveoneand itwasn't
long before my identity crisis led to alco-
hol and drug abuse. I started drinking
when I was 13 years old and by the time I
was 181 was attracting the attention of the
police on a regular basis. Somewherealong
thewayIlost my dream of ever finding my
family.

I had to find out the hard way that
when you live in the fast lane, you crash
and burn a lot faster. too. In 1982, I was
sent to Collins Bay Penitentiary for killing
two people when I broadsided their car at
an intersection during a high speed chase.
Iremember my fear as I was being led into
one of the most violent prisons in Canada.
I thought my life was over.

I didn't know it then, but a year later
the wish of finding my natural family
would come true. After an altercation in
which I was nearly stabbed, I began talk-
ing with this Ojibway guy from Shawanaga
reserve. He asked me where I was from
and all I could tell him was thatI was born
somewhere around Parry Sound, too. From
the information on my adoption certificate
I was able to tell him that Pawis was my
natural family name. I recall his laughter
ashecorrected my pronunciation, "It's pro-
nounced paywiss," he said, and it turned
out that his wife was a Pawis.

Two weeks later I was give the phone
number that would allow me to talk to my
natural mother for the first time in my life.
I was 25 years old. I'll always remember
her first words to me, her voice sounded
like music through that telephone receiver
when she said, "It's about time you called
home, son!"

From that momenton, itwaslikel had
been transferred into another person's
body. I left behind a bitter and hopeless
shell of a man that day, and life started to
regain its colors again. As I began to con-
sume the details of my newfound identity,
I experienced a strange sensation called
pride. No longer would I have to dodge
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Christmas Memories

I'll be home for Christmas

questions about my background, for I was
Anishinabe. No longer would I have to lie
about where I was from, and no longer
would I have to dream of having brothers
and sisters. I found out that I had eight of
them!

Ilearned thatI was the oldest of seven
brothers and that I had two beautiful sis-
ters. I spent the next two years writing and
receiving letters and exchanging photos
that helped all of us get to know each
other.Iremember one particular letter from
my little brother Dave when he asked me
when I was coming 'home.’' I think it was
about that time that the word 'home’ took
on a whole new meaning.

It was 1985 before I was finally able to
say "I'll be home for Christmas." After al-
most 27 years I was able to live out the
Christmas dream that had finally come
true. The flight from Calgary to Toronto
didn't seem to take long at all, and I came
down the escalator at the airport to find
my younger brother Danny (yes, I found
out there were two of us!) standing there
with this tremendous smile waiting for
me. After the initial nervous greeting, we
got along like we'd always known each
other. It was like we'd just been separated
for a while. I can still hear Phil Collins
singing Take Me Home on the radio as we
cruised towards Fort Erie in that old
Thunderbird.

That Christmas turned out to be the
best one that I've ever had. Walking into
that cozy home on Gilmore Road was like
slipping into my favorite moccasins with
the hole in the toe. We did all the things
that I used to imagine when I was a child.
We opened presents and sat around the
Christmas tree, and one of the first things
that I noticed was a picture of me on top of
the TV with all the family photos.

When we gathered around that tur-
key for my first Christmas dinner at home,
the childhood memory of me looking up at
that star and making my wish time and
time again came back to me in full color...I

realized that my dream had finally come
true. For the first time in my life I actually
thanked God for being in my life and help-
ing me locate my family

The biggest present that I received was
love. It came to me in as many different
ways as those who directed it towards me.
Whether it was my mother's hugs, the old
photos and stories, my little brother Billy
Joe asking to ride on my shoulders, or play-
fully washing my sister Cindy's face in the
snow as we were shoveling the driveway. 1
recall seeing the joy on my mother's face as
she watched us from the living room win-
dow, laughing along with us as we tried to
catch up on all the years we had missed.

Although I wanted it to last forever,
that special Christmas finally came to an
end. The day that I left for the airport to
return to Calgary was filled with hugs and
kisses, and many tears, mostly the tears of
a family saying good-bye again to a long-
lost son and brother. As we parted at the
crowded airport in Toronto, it was my
tears that washed onto my brothers’ shoul-
ders, and those tears I know were tears of
gratitude for finally being able to know
the feeling of 'family’ and the true magic of
Christmas.

It's been eight years now since that
special Christmas, and I've been back to
visit several times. Each time brings some-
thing new but nothing can compare to the
feelings of that very first one. It was that
year that my understanding of Christmas
changed. My family helped me learn an
important lesson, very simply, it's not the
present under the tree that counts, or how
much they cost, it's the love we share with
each other that's important. That's the true
secret to happiness at Christmas.

I also learned that wishes and dreams
can come true, and for that reason, visitors
to my home will always see a star atthe top
of my Christmas tree. I always pray that
somewhere...someone's Christmas dream

‘will come true the way that mine did....
Merry Christmas Everyone!

W MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
from everyone at AMMSA.

e

Season'’s

As another year draws to a close, we thank you for
vour friendship and sincerely wish you happiness,
health and prosperity throughout the New Year.

from the Staff and Board of Directors of...

Rae-Edzo Friendship Centre

P.O. Box 85,
Rae, NNW.T. XO0E 0Y0
Telephone: (403) 392-6000
Fax. (403) 392 6093
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Rm 130, Legisiatur

Bet wishes for a happy holiday season & New Year on behf |
of myself, my family and my staff: May the peace & joy of the season be yours.

Pearl Calahasen, MLA

Lesser Slave Lake C

nstituency

Building,
Edmonton, Albert<. TS5K 2B6
Ph: (403) 427-2 180
Fax: (403) 427- 321
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May this season brmg to all the

world the peace and joy which is the
real meaning of Christmas - may it
last throughout the New Year.

FORT
INDIAN
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RR. #1, MILE 293, ALASKA HICHWAY,
FORT NELSON, B.C. YOC 1RO
PHONE: (604) 774-7257 FAX: (604) 774-7260

ot W

S N N TR S

o ACTEE S

o R gl

P L LRy b Lo b Sl PRy e T 1 e - A = W [T ¥ %



ol

\Q,Y

PAGE 16, DECEMBER 20, 1993 - jANUARYZ 1994, WINDSPEAKER

Christmas Memories

The Gift

'IheChnstmas spiritin our
tiny galle was as bleak as the

dowlooked aftentscross—
town ride on the transit
from the shore and city

omhopmanddrea:msu)&\e
- Gods.

| The silent old man was a

familiarsightinhiswombluejeans
and faded jacket as he shuffled
along in ill-fitting work boots to-
ward the mission’s supper line.
His long grey braids tidy beneath
ana capswayedwith
the rhythm of his step. He never
spoke, they said, b:fuse he had
lost his tongue to a knife in a
drunken brawl long-ago
Pausing in his trek, he peered
at the tree in the window. A cau-
tious smile eased across hls gnz-
zled face as he gaveaiﬁ.é{;;{ mbs up.
nalled whxle un-

cnspmdofhxs wead confir

his acceptance of the token I

handed him from the doorway.
Removing his cap and with

reverentconcentration, he tied the

feather to the top of his cap and

pulled it back over his braids.

ders straightened. earing a
long-ago song, the old man
danced. With precise steps, the

}nmthm)\,lghawamorsdance

Theoldmanwasconveyed from
thedreary city streetstothePlains
of‘hxs youth and | was carried

backmﬂxepment.l-ladmeai_ly
happenedorwasitadream?Th
smﬂxghtbroke wough

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

We wish you all the best for a happy holiday season.
Remember good friends with kind words and sincere
sentiments during this festive seasomn...

From Chief Toni Mercredi
Councillors:
Fred Marcel
(Big) John Marcel
Julie Mercredi
Staff, Management
and Athabaskan (Denesuline) Members

g.. ATHABASCA
~— CHIPEWYAN

BAND 201

-

P.O. Box 366 Fort Chipewyan, AB TOP 1B0

Ph: (403)697-3730

Fx: (403)697-3500

My sister, my friend

By Deanna Mitchell
EDMONTON

I came out to Edmonton in
June of 93 from North Vancou-
ver, B.C. I lived there 18 years
so I feel the cold of the winter.
Darlene, my sister, asked me to
come live with her and her
daughter, Donna. I said yes. I
raised my last and she is now
18. My other daughter is 21 and
my son's 24. They are all grown
up and on their way into this
world.

I came out here because in
1989, I had a severe stroke. 1
say severe because my right
side doesn't work nearly as
good as my left side. That is
like starting all over again. Boy,
is it hard!

Icameherebecauseitis my
home. My home because
Darlene raised me, my home
alsobecause she taught meright
from wrong. She is by far the
bestsister any person could ask
for.

Darlene isalone now.Ithad
been her second marriage and
as she putit, "it was a mistake."
She is a very hard worker; she
helps and supports me in every
way she can. She is not my sis-
ter but my very best friend.

This is bound to be the hap-
piest Christmasever.I'mhappy
we're together. It's been a long,
long time since we were that.
Christmas is a time to be all
together. Although I feel com-
plete, there is still a part of me
missing: my children.

| Wz’skiﬂg you. ..
the spitit off Cheistmas, which is peace,
the joy of Christmas, which is hope,

and the heart of Cheistmas, which is love.

PATHWAY 'I'O HEALING

33
NATIVE WOMEN'S SHELTER
Calgary, Albherta

531-1970

Indian Owned and
Operated Since 1970

Retail, Wholesale,
Layaway

TRADERS

gty éu& égmcn‘{o«: s

Baskets, Dolls, Leather Goods, Indian Greeting Cards, Rugs,
Moccasins, Bead Work, Novelty items and much more...
(Complete Jewelry and Silver Repairing)

All major credit cards ® Nationwide Shipping Available e Open 7 days * Mon-Sat. 10-6 * Sun Noon-6

414-434-6777

1090 Sunlite Drive, Oneida, Wisconsin USA
In Oneida on Hwy. 29, 4 miles West of Green Bay

AUTHENTIC
SUUTHWESTERN
JEWELRY

Sue features a complete line of Turquoise, Pendleton Blankets,




The stories on this page, with the exception of Longing
to be home for Christmas, were written by Grade 7

students from Pelican Rapids, Man.

By Michael, Grade 7

WhatChristmasmeanstome
is thatitis going tobe awonderful
time for everybody. Let's hope
more of our friends are gone to
spend Christmas with someone
elseliketheir grandpa.They prob-
ably went and spent time with
them because he was with his
parents most of the time. I just
wish his parents most of the time
would stay with me, because we

What Christmas means to me

will drive the ski-doo around. He
and I might even get each othera
present so we could be happy
with each other. He is a great
friend tome.Thopeeveryonegets
thebest Christmasever. LetChrist
be with them and let them stand
for God. It is lucky that people
have their birthday on Christmas
day. Jesus was born on Dec. 25
and that's why we celebrate - for
him. That's all I have to say. God
give people hope for a new year.

Christmas is for visiting

By Natalie Genaille '

Christmasis very great tohave
on December 25th, 1993, I wish. It
will be fun on Christmas day if
SantaClauscomestomyhouseand
puts our Christmas presents under
our beautiful tree. Hewill think it is
thebest Christmastreein thewhole
world. And I hope we will live in
Dauphin, Man. for the rest of our

Christmas is special

By Letitia Kematch

Christmas reminds me of Je-
sus' birthday, a time to remember
joyfulthings,and happy thoughts.
Sometimes I would like to meet

lives. Wearegoing tosee our aunty,
uncles, and cousins, my grandfa-
ther and grandmother and all the
rest of my family. We will get to see
our whole family and we can visit
them. Then we could go and see
Santa at the North Pole. Santa has
nine reindeers named Rudolph,
Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, Blitzen, and
Donder. And two little elves.

God when I'm alone somewhere.

Christmas is special to me be-
cause we get together with our
families, friends. It's special to me
because it is Jesus' birthday and
my granny's birthday.
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Christmas a time to love

By John Leask

I think Christmas is a time to
love one another. It is a time to
believe in Santa Claus. Christmas
isaboutJesus'birthdayandbeliev-
ing about the spirit of Christmas.

How did Santa go through
all the chimney's to give
presents to everyone? I always
think that Santa is true. I still
believe in Santa because he's
the one who makes children

happy on Christmas mornings.

OneChristmasnight Ithought
I heard reindeer on my roof. They
werejust stepping on the roof and
Iwentandlooked attheChristmas
treeand IthoughtIsaw Santa.Igot
excited and he said to me, "Don't
be so loud. You might wake up
your brothers and sisters!" So I
wentback tomybedroom, Ilooked
outand I saw Santa flying with his
reindeers. I hope lots of children
still believe in Santa Claus.

Christmas means sharing

By Waylon

Christmasisa day of joy and
happiness, where everybody gets
together and talks about things.
When the time comes to openthe
presents, they slowly unwrap
them, not to spoil their surprise.
They get something that they al-
ways admired. They keep going

CHRISTMAS

By Tanya

Cis for Christmas day.

H s for a holiday.

R is for the ringing bells.

Iisfor theicing ona Christmascake.
S is for Santa Claus.

T is for our Christmas tree.
Misfor memorieswehadlast year.
Ais for the angel on top of our tree.
S is for singing songs outside peo-
ples' houses.

until they open present by
present, person by person. After
they're done, they all go to the
table and eat dinner, laugh, talk
and do things with each other,
play around, telljokes. And when
it's all over, it's like nothing ever
happened. Youhad too much fun
on Christmas day.

Peace on earth
By Sherona Thelma

On Christmas, not everybody
has a family, clothes, or food. In
most of the countries, peopledon't
have things like we do. It is so sad
that some people have no peacein
their country.

On Christmas, I wish that
every city, every country, every
reserve, every valley, every prov-
inceand everylivingplaceon Earth
has peace, love, family,food, cloth-
ing, money and shelter.

ILOUIS RIEL CAPITAL CORPORTION

24-1635 BURROWS AVENUE
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2X 3B5
PHONE: (204) 589-0772
FAX: (204) 589-0791

R.R. #1 _
¢ o Gibbons, Alberta _Mall Order Outlet
’“’é/?‘" TOA 1NO For Native Crafts

x

May the Great Spirit warm your lodge with friendship
and love during the Christmas Season...

BERTHA'S CRAFTS & GIFTS
Phone: (403)942-4277

MIKISEW CREE
FIRST NATION

7

A
A
5

EASON'S GREETINGS

With all good wishes
fora Mety Christmas and

a Happy New Year!

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND MANY FRIENDS. A MESSAGE
FROM THE CHIEF, COUNCIL, STAFF AND MEMBERS OF THE:

MIKISEW CREE FIRST NATION

BOX 90, FORT CHIPEWYAN, ALBERTA TOP1BO
PHONE: (403) 697-3740 FAX: (403) 697-3826

Did you know
Windspeaker has
been publishing

since 1983.
LAl RIS Tt s |

Longing
to be home
for Christmas

By Bryan Brule
FORT SMITH, NWT

Aboutthistimeof theyear
I long to be home with my
family, especially at Christmas.

Right now I can picture
the scene at home. My mother
will be busily baking her fa-
mous pies, cakes, cookies, not
to mention her delicious
bannock. As a kid I would of-
ten glance into the oven win-

dow.Ijustcould not wait until

the bannock was done.

Finally, when they were
done I would always be the
first to grab one.

"Hmmm," there was no
word that could describe the
unique taste. There would be
the aroma of freshbaked goods
lingering throughout thehouse
for days. A few days before
Christmas my father would al-
ways getatree. My father hated
artificial trees and would often
say, "For a real Christmas you
need a real tree."

We, the children, would
decorate the tree with fuzzy
garlands, foil tree balls, tree or-
naments, candy canes and tin-
sel. The tree was not complete
withoutastar, whichmyyoung
sister did the honors of placing
the star on top of the tree.

On Christmas Eve, we
would all get dressed up and
go to themidnight mass, which
lasted for two hours.

I'will miss the many rela-
tives that come on Christmas
morning,exchanginggiftsand
greetings. The table and food
would be set perfectly, fit for a
king.Christmasdinnerwasnot
completed untilgracewas said.

Yes, I can see everything
clearly, the banner over the
threshold that read, "Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year."

I know this year I will not
bewith them, but Iwill bewith
them in heart and soul.

and customers e

z ;a all our jzz’m&

rwant to thank you for a

rwonberfull yeae. . . 2we wish

you all peace, foy, good

hrealth and mauch haypiness in 1994."

NAVAJO TEXTILE MILLS, INC.

40 W. Brown Rd. Suite #201,
Mesa,AZ 85201
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The Phoenix
of Christmas

By Bonnie Shulman
EDMONTON

Christmas is special for me
becauseIdon'tknowhowIwould
get through the winter withoutit.
And yet, Christmas is not a reli-
gious holiday which I personally
observe. Thereasonissimple.I'm
Jewish!

I don't like winter. I'm afraid
of the dark, I don't like the cold
andIshudderatthesightof snow.
I shiver when I hear the lonely
howl of the glacial wind at my
window. When a ghoulish gust
pounds frantically on my pane
like some madman trying to get
into my room, and when millions
of snowflakes tumble frantically
down from the black hole that is
the winter night sky, I pull the
blankets over my head and shud-
der in distress.

Christmas brings a break in
all this meteorological torment.
Christmas is not just a holiday
celebrating the birth of Jesus, it is
a spiritof hope, hope for each one
of us and for the entire human
race. Christmas cheer puts a star
in the sky and lights a beacon that
points the way towards longer
days, higher temperatures, and
the rebirth that is destined to fol-
low the death of the winter chill.

How odd. It is just when the
weather is at its most cruel that
people are at their most warm. Is
this our ancient instinct for sur-
vival rising up through the gen-
erations?

Christmas generates warmth
by bringing everybody together

in acommon purpose, whether it
be to celebrate ina church or con-
gregateinamall. Tome, theactiv-
ityitselfis less significant than the
wonderful feeling of being with
people, lots of people, in a festive
place when outside, the tempera-
ture is at rock bottom and life
seems to have ground to-a halt
under a thick mantle of ice.

The aspect of Christmas that

_isespeciallyimportantto mesince

I have no family in Alberta and
must spend the holiday season
by myselfisthatthereareno stran-
gers come mid-December. Peo-
ple are eager to be cheerful, no
matter what their circumstances,
perhaps because they sense the
hope in the air, the hope that
makes Christmas a human event
and notjustareligious one.Christ-
mas provides a buzz of excite-
ment that energizes us to see be-
yond the poverty of our day-to-
day thoughts and reconstruct our
inner framework on a richer,
grander scale.

AtChristmas, weredefinelife
and see how wonderful and mi-
raculous it can be. Can we not
retain this sense of wonder
throughout theyear? Each Christ-
mas brings the promise that we
can. We can restore faith in the
universe and in ourselves.

The true glory of Christmas
is the rich inner experience it pro-
vides for everyone who opens
their heart to its larger message,
whichis:Whenlifeisatitsgloomi-
est, thatis when we mustrekindle
the flame and have faith in know-
ing our phoenix will rise again.

804 - 16 Avenue
COLD LAKE, Alberta TOA 0V4

“Best Wishes to all our friends & customers this Joyous Holiday Season”

YOUR ONE STOP STORE WITH A LITTLE BIT MORE

D & B CONVENIENCE
STORE LTD.

639-3289
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By Lucinda E. Smyth
Native News Network of

Canada
ST. CATHERINES, Ont.

Last October, our lives ap-
peared to be taking a positive
direction. Even thoughmyhus-
band and I had jobs that fi-
nanced our meagre existence,
wesuccumbed to pressurefrom
friends and moved into a big-
ger and more expensive house.
Wedid this under the pretence
thattheirlodging withus would
ease theburdenof thehhighrent.
We looked forward to one day
owning that home.

On Nov. 19, 1991, at 10:25
p-m. my husband, Joe, quietly
rolled forward out of his chair
and sprawled flaton his faceon
the floor before my very eyes.
He had been speaking at the
time, when suddenly he said
"Excuse me, but I feel really
dizzy."

He turned to look at me. I
looked at him in time to see his
eyeballs roll upwards beforehe
collapsed. And there he lay ex-
periencing what appeared to
be a convulsion.

Approximately one hour
later my worst fear had become
a reality. A CAT scan revealed
that Joe had suffered a brain
aneurysm. My immediate

Christmas memories after brain surgery

thought was death. I prepared
myself for the worst. H e
was wheeled upstairs to the in-
tensive careunitwherehelayina
coma. From what I could under-
stand, Joe's brain was as tightas a
knot. In technical terms,
vasospasm. There was nothing I
could do to help my husband in
his fight for his life. I felt helpless.

Approximately 30 hours
later, Joe opened his eyes. He
looked directly at me and said,
"Hi honey." I cried with relief but
Joe had no idea just how sick he
really was or that he was near
death. He was nowhere out of
danger. He still had to undergo
surgery, which happened nine
days later.

He survived. Recovery was
slow and lengthy. On Christmas
Day, I brought Joe home for the
first time since the aneurysm. He
had no recollection of living there
althoughhereco theentire
family as they arrived for dinner.
Wewatched himin sadness ashe
seemed to find solace in a fishing
pole, the only gift that rang of
familiarity. Itbrokemy heartto
see him this way. I wanted so
desperately toreachhim, toshake
him and say "Wake up Joe, wake
up.” Itwasthemostheart-wrench-
ing experience in our 17 years
together. Generosity, kindness
and goodwill toward his fellow

man was his way of life. With-
outhimthere wasnoreasonfor
the festive season.

I brought him home again
onNew Year's Day and shortly
thereafter for good. Convales-
cence was tiring - often very
trying -and progress was slow.
At times his new behavior was
difficult to accept, yet as the
months went by Joe bounced
backnearly tohis old self which
is nothing short of a miracle.

My family and I have suf-
fered many setbacks but we
have forged ahead and held
together - despiteanother seem-
ingly hopeless situation. My
recovery took longer because I
functioned on automatic. Joe
did what came naturally.

This Christmas, my family
issimply thankful forhealthand
happiness. Our life is rich with
desire for and appreciation of
thesimpler things inlife, suchas
waking up to a new day.

Our lives have changed.
Some things have gone forever
butsome things arehere to stay
- such as the love that bonded
our family. This Christmas we
will celebrate the birth of anew
lifebound by the tie that nearly
separated us - life as it was
meant to belived, in peace and
harmony and goodwill to-
wards man.
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89 9 FM Throughout Northern Alberta

ALBERTA’S ABORIGINAL VOICE

Because friendship and goodwill of those we serve is the
forndation of onr organization, it is our pleasure to say
thank yon and to wish yon all a Merry Christmas.
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On behalf of the Board: of Dlre tors and Staff at the

GCanadian ONative grienv’slzip Centre .

11205 - 101 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5G 2A4
Phone: (403) 479-1999
Fax: (403) 479-0043

May love and peace light your way this Christmas.

The Guest
guse

111

‘The GuestAouse”

- 4 Aoenue, Edson, Alberta
‘WHEN IN FOX CREEK STAY AT

(403) 723-4486

TO THE GREAT SPIRIT AT CHRISTMAS, A PRAYER:
THAT WE MAY TOUCH THE EARTH WITH KIND AND GENTLE HANDS
THAT FREEDOM WILL BE FOUND IN THIS AND OTHER LANDS!
AND JOYOUS PEACE SHALL REIGN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD!
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Council & Staff

Swan River
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Council & Staff

Sawridge
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Walter Twinn
Council & Staff

Sturgeon Lake
Chief:
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Council & Staff

Whitefish Lake
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Eddie Tallman
Council & Staff

Sucker Creek
Chief:
Jim Badger
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Ray Dupres — Chief Executive Advisor
L.S.L.I.LR.C. Administration Staff
Slave Lake, Box 269, Slave Lake TOG 2A0
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The spirit of Christmas

By Laurie Pasqua
PASQUA RESERVE, Sask.

Danny walked downthe dirt
road which led to his house from
where the school bus had let him
off. He longed for summer as his
road was not dirt in this season. It
wasn't even snow-covered. Win-
ters seemed to give less snow and
more cold, slushy days. His feet
practically froze on this short walk.
He lived with his Kokum and she
couldn'tafford theinsulated boots
andjacketsneeded for these North-
ern winters. He never told Kokum
of how the cold numbed his feet
and hands or how the wind
whipped inside his coat and gave
him chills. He never told her, but
he knew that sheknew.

When he was younger, Danny
would beg his Kokum for all the
things some of the other kids at
school had. He was often made
fun of because of the clothes
Kokum got at the Salvation Army
store. As he got older he realized
Kokumjust didn'thave the money
tospend on "fancy things." He was
grateful for the food and warmth
Kokum spent her money on in-
stead.

Dannylooked upasheneared
his home and saw his little sister,
Nora, smiling at him from the liv-
ing room window. He smiled and
waved. Nora was five and only
wenttokindergartenonodd days.
Sometimesshewasa painbutmost
of the time she and Danny had fun
together. He loved his sister and
was very protective of her. Nora
still asked Kokum for things that
were too expensive. She wanted
every kind of toy she laid eyes on.
Now that Christmas was close all
she talked of were toys and Santa.
Danny had also learned that there
was no Santa. He knew it was
Kokum who scrimped and saved
for the few toys they did get.

Kokum often told Danny and
Nora stories of when she was
young. Shedidn'tgotoschool with
white people. Instead she was
taken toa residential school where
she stayed most of the year. She
considered herself lucky because
she got to go home for part of the
summer. She said some other kids
lived too far away and couldn't go
home at all.

In her school Kokum learned
some math, writing and English.
She wasn't allowed to speak her
own language and most of her
time was spent learning to cook,
clean and pray like the nuns who
taughther. Going homeevery sum-
mer saved her knowledge of her
own language and traditions.
Kokum's mother had been hidden
from the Indian Agent every year,
so she never went to school and
never lost touch with her culture.
With special prayers she even
taught Kokum about the Trick-
ster. At first Kokum would get
confused about what the nuns
taught her and what her mother
taught her. She soon realized that
there were good things both at
school at home.

On cold winter nights when
the fuel for heating the house was
low, they would all sit around the
wood-burning stove and Kokum
would tell them of her childhood
and the trickster.

Danny knew this evening
would be one spent around the
stove. There would be a nice, hot
cup of tea and honey waiting for
him, though. Supper would prob-
ably be fried hamburger and
bannock. He hoped there was
ketchup.

When Danny came into the
house Nora was right at the door
waiting for him. She chattered
away while Danny removed his
coat and shoes. As he had sus-
pected, Kokum was at the stove
frying hamburger. She smiled and
pointed with her chin toa chair by
the stove. Danny sat and listened
to Nora tell of her day and about a
rabbit that had hopped through
their yard.

When Nora had finally
stopped talking Kokum asked,
"How was your day, Danny?"

"It was good,” he replied. "We
were given homework to write a
story. It was cold so I finished it at
recess and lunch.”

Kokum handed him his tea
and asked, "What was your story
about?"

"Twrote about how there used
to be lots of trap lines around and
how you used to use the furs of
animals to make warm clothes. I
said how mostanimalsare gone to
other places now because the trees

have been cut down and that rab-
bits have sores on their skin and
we can't eat them anymore. I said
we don't make warm clothes out
of skins anymore because it costs
too much money. Is that right,
Kokum?"

Kokum turned away so
Danny didn't see the hurt look on
her face.

"It's a good and true story,
Danny."

Danny smiled and sipped his
tea. There were a few moments of
silencebefore Nora started tochat-
ter again.

The next day the teacher read
Danny's story to the class. Danny
felt proud and shy at the same
time. Later, the other Native kids.
talked of things they had heard
from their Kokums.

When recess came Danny de-{
cided towork onmorehomework.
Everyone else was gone when
Danny turned and saw Kara
watching him from the coat closet.
"Oh,oh, hereitcomes,"he thought.
Karawas oneof thekidswholiked
to tease. Her father owned the
Trading Post and she made sure
everyone knew she could get any-
thing she wanted. She would al-
waystalkaboutIndians being lazy
drunks. Kokum told Danny it
wasn't her fault for talking like
that. She was only repeating what
she heard the adults around her
saying. He was very surprised
when Kara sat right beside him
and asked,"Could you tellmesome
more stories of your Kokum?"

Danny had only to think for a
minute before -Kokum's stories
came to mind. Kara sat through
the whole recess and didn't inter-
rupt Danny once. He finished his
story just before the bell rang and
Kara went to her seat.

After math the teacher said it
was free period and asked what
the children would like to do.
Kara's hand shot up and she asked
if Danny could tell more stories.
Danny felt a moment's panic. He
couldn'tstand in front of the whole
class and speak. His teacher made
him feel better when she told the
children to put their chairs in a
circleand whoever wanted totella
story could.

Danny was surprised when
his friend, Ironlance - who was

usually pretty shy - decided to tell
a story first. His voice was very
quiet to begin with but Danny no-
ticed it got strongerashe told them
of Wesakichak and the chickadee.
Other children followed with leg-
ends, Kokum stories or just funny
things that happened to them at
home.

Danny went home that after-
noon feeling very good. He told
Kokum and Nora what had hap-
pened. She reminded Danny that
stories of the trickster would have
to stop when the winds turned
warm.

It was around the beginning
of December when Kokum, Danny
and Noracamehomefromatripto
town and found a large box on
their step. Kokum took the box
inside and opened it on her coun-
ter. Danny and Nora couldn't see
inside the box but they did see the
huge smile on Kokum's face.

"Whatisit? Whatis it?" yelled
Nora.

Kokum looked at both chil-
dren and smiled. "It's a surprise,"
she said. "You will find out whatit
issoon enough. Now runand wash
up for dinner."

Danny knew it was no use
questioning Kokum. She would
tell them in her own time.

Danny was still curious when
school let out for Christmas. He'd
noticed Kokum stayed uplaterand
would run to hide something when
he and Nora caught her by sur-

rise when they came inside the'

ouse.

Christmas holidays came
quickly. Danny felt different his
year. He usually couldn't wait for
Christmas to spend with his cous-
ins at Uncle Joe's. This year he'd
miss the kids at school. Everyone
got along much better. While
Danny knew it had something to
dowith story hour he didn't know
that by sharing stories of them-
selves the children now under-
stood each other better. They knew
why others dressed and acted dif-
ferently now.

Christmas Eve, Danny, Nora
and Kokum packed someblankets
and pillows into Uncle Joe's car
and headed over to his house. To-
morrow they would opengiftsand
wait for the rest of the family to
come. Everyone would bring food

Happy Holidays to one and all from...

Phone: (403) 926-7000

Holiday greetings & every good wish for the New Year

Dennis Callihoo

Barrister & Solicitor

Serving the Native community with a full range
of professional legal services

Box 900, Hobbema, AB TOC 1NO
Ph: 585-3037 428-6778 (Edmonton Direct)
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"LINFA HAS GIVEN
ME BACK MY BODY,
MY ENERGY AND
I MY CONFIDENCE"
L.J. RYAN
Products & business

opportunity to achieve a
healthy & wealthy lifestyle

Call WAYNE SAVAGE
(403) 272-9648

or toll free 1-800-363-2702
Quote Distribution #1266

WEIGHT LOSS

with ORIENTAL HERBS...

The Linfa Lifestyle we Care

Independent LINFA Distributor

VRS

... WHERE CARING
IS MORE THAN
A NAME

Mer, Cristinas to.ane & ol

and they'd feast, play and laugh.

Danny thought Nora would
talk his ear off that night. Finally
she fell asleep and Danny listened
to the quiet voices of the adults in
the kitchen until his eyes also got
heavy.Hedrifted intoacrisp, white
world where snow sparkled on
trees in the bright sun.

Nora woke Danny up in the
morning. She and their young
cousin were waking up everyone.
Whentheadultsfinallyagreed and
gotout of bed, the unwrapping of
gifts began. Kokum brought out
two boxes and handed them to
Danny and Nora. Inside were
mukluks lined with fur, leather
mitts and leather jackets to wear
under their small winter coats.
They were sewn and beaded with
Kokum's loving care and Danny
was so happy he just about cried.
He and Nora tried on their new
things for the family and walked
around in them until Kokum said
it was time to put them away.

"Wheredid you getthemoney
for the hides to make these?" he
asked Kokum.

"Ididn'tgetthemoney, Danny.
The hide, fur, beads and thread
wereallin theboxwefound on the
porch. It might be your story that
brought these gifts to us. What do
you think?"

He thought about it. Could it
be that someone who heard his
story had done this? His teacher?
Butshe had abig family too, Danny
knew, could she afford this? What
aboutKara? Butif shelearned how
to tease other people from the
adults around her, would her fa-
ther allow her to give all of this to
his family?

Danny thoughtalldayabout
their gifts. He thought back to
the day they had found the box.
He didn't remember seeing any
tire marks or foot prints in the
yard. It wasn't until after supper
as helooked out at the night sky
that he had a crazy thought. He
watched as a star traced a light
through the clear, winter sky and
thought of how much his people
believed in the power of thespirit.
Could it be? Was there really a
spirit who answered ple's
needs? Was there really a "Santa
Claus?"....He sure hoped so.

Rabbit Skins, Fox Tails,
Racoon Tails, Coyote Heads,
Lynx Tails, Fur Hats, Skins
etc...

Go into business with our
$100 Minimum order.
Free Catalog.

I Do Powwows, fairs etc...

STRIPS INC. -
PH: (212) 947-0171
FAX: (212) 947-4197

Walpole Island First Natlon

- THE COUNCIL OF THREE FIRES

o

(located in Southern Ontario)
wishes all First Nation Communities & Families
the best of Health, Peace & Friendship

o

during this Holiday Season
and in the New Year!
o .

. ... B
If you would like a
subscription of
Windspeaker, send a
cheque or money order
of $28 ($40 foreign)
to:

Windspeaker
15001 - 112 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

T5M 2V6
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This page contains stories from students at the
Ermineskin ElementarylJunior High School in

Hobbema, Alta.

My Best Christmas Ever

By Courtney Deschamps

This is a true story. One
Christmas morningwhenIwoke
up, all the kids went to ask my
mom if we could open our
presents. She said go ahead, so
we went to open our presents. I
gotnew skates, Nintendo,and a
little puppy, heis abigdognow.
My sister got a Walkman and a
jacket and a tape. My brother
got an automatic control truck
and GI Joe toy. My other sister
got a Barbie, a doll house and
little people to play with. My
younger brother got a stuffed
bear and a rattle, my younger

sister got a blanket and doll
clothes. Wewereallhappy, even
my mom and dad got some stuff.

Wehavedinner at my cous-
ins', my auntie would roast tur-
key, stuffingand potatoes. Then
when people start to leave, we
take some of our cousins to our
house. I love to skate. When we
go skating we always take hot
chocolate. We put Christmas
lights up on our roof. They shine
brilliantly. There were lots of
different colors, red, yellow,
green, purple and blue. When
my dad put on the lights they
looked so beautiful. I was so

happy.

Bright lights of Christmas

By Neil Montour

OnChristmas Ilikethebright
lights on the Christmas tree. I
like to go outside to play in the
snow. I wentto go inside to open
my presents. After we went to
my friend's house. There is a
brightly lit tree, too.

After Christmas we go skat-
ing with my brothers. We play

hockey. I went to go play with
my Gameboy. My friend and I
wentto myhousetohaveasnow-
ball fight. My brother and I won
the fight. My friend and Iwent to
goskateagain. Weplayed hockey
again, my friend and Iwonagain.

We went home, the homes
werebright withlights. Wewent
to a dinner at my friend'’s house.
I like Christmas.

Outdoor fun the best

By Warren Whitecalf

On Christmas Day, I like to
open my presents. My family

went to a dinner. We went to

skate at the pond. After Christ-

mas I went to play outside. I
made a snowball as big as a car.
Today,I'mgoing to my cousin’s.
We will make a big snowball. I
like to go skating on Christmas
Eve. I will play hockey on ice.

Seasons Greetings & prosperity to
everyone in the New Year!

Mike Cardinal, M.L.A.

Athabasca / Wabasca
#104 Legislature Building
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6
Ph: (403) 427-2606

Box 130
Hobbema, Alberta
TOC 1NO

May the stars shine brightly on you and yours as we
celebrate the wonderous miracle of Christmas

From Chief Herman Roasting

Council, Staff and Band Members

| LOUIS BULL TRIBAL
ADMINISTRATION
HOBBEMA, ALBERTA

EDMONTON DIRECT: (403)423-2064

Councillors AN 0y, Departments
Jonathon Bull Administration
Theresa Bull Finance
Solomon Buli Band Enterprises
Winnifred Bull Recreation
George Deschamps § Education
Henry Raine Community Services
Clyde Roasting & Police
| Donna Twins Economic Development
Public Works

Housing

Ph: (403)585-3978
(403)585-3860
(403)585-3967
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Christmas Memories

Christmas fun

By Ramona Thom
ERMINESKIN RESERVE,
Alta.

My dad and my brother
went to go putthe Christmas
lights on the house. We help
my momand my dad putthe
Christmas stuff on the tree
and before Christmas wehad
hot chocolate at my uncle's.
Wewenthomebefore Christ-
mas because my dad woke
us up in the morning. He
gaveus presents. We opened
the presents. We had a lot of
fun.

We watched the nice
Christmas tree and we ate
turkey. It got me full and be-
fore Christmas we went to
go shopping in town with
my mom and dad and we
sing a Christmas song. We
went to put candy canes on
the Christmas tree and we
wentoutside to makeasnow-
manand weplay in the snow
because we love to play in
the snow. We madeanangel
on the paper. We help my
mom and my dad to go get
the presents in town. We
went to go shopping with
my momand my dad. It was
Dec. 25, we made jelly and
turkey at my house.

Wehad funoutsidewith
the sled. It was so much fun.
We sing songs. My family
loves to buy Christmas
presents. I love to help my
mom make hot chocolate at
my house. We went to my
uncle's and my sister's house
on Christmas. We give them
their presents. We had fun
on Christmas day and thank
mom and dad for the
presents.

Rodeo the best Christmas

By Garrison Deschamps

My best Christmas was
when I went to the National
Finals Rodeo in late Novem-
ber. My two uncles won third
place in the team roping and
split the money with $1,500
each and came home with
happy faces and with stun-
ning celebration.

The rodeo took place in
Tingley Coliseum in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. It
was a real cool rodeo, my dad
and late mom and me came
home after three weeks in
New Mexico and the states.

When we got home we
hugged everyone and I even
hugged my dog, Mike. She
was jumping all over me and
after she jumped off of me,
she got a good hearty meal.
She loved it when I made her
a doghouse. She came sliding
with me and my little brother.
We had lots of fun, because I
missed my dog and I could
tell she missed me, too. When
it was time to open presents,
my dad opened his first. It
was a hand drum. I opened
mine, itwas alittlehand drum
from my dad and he made it
for me.

Holiday time is play time

By Shane Nepoose

This is a true story that
happened to me on Christmas
day. I got a hockey stickand a
video called Mystery of the
Million Dollar Puck. I watched
itevery day, justkidding, once
a day and a super Nintendo
game called Streetfighter II. I
had dinner with everybody
than I went skating and we
played hockey with my
brother and my cousins. All of

By Ryan Whitebear

It was the night before
Christmas and all through the
house, not a creature was stir-

ring, not even a rat..
I heard bells, I think they

were St. Nick's.

l He came down the chimney

with a big red sack on his back.

the boys played against the
girls, but the boys won. Shane
scores, he wins. Girls lost. We
got a ride to the store. Then
we played hockey again. Af-
ter we lost, the girls won. But,
I shot it too hard at the goal.
We won right through the
goal. Then we got new metal
sticks, Easton sticks. Then we
will win, their names are Car-
men, Toni, Pammy, Dane,
Jody, Jonathon, Misty, Clinton
and Shawn.

The Night Before Christmas

He filled the stockings with
candies and toys.

He put presents under the
trees.

He went up the chimney
with big whistles.

He said "Sleep well and to
all a Good Night!"

I opened my presents and I
got a new hockey stick.

Ermineskin
Tribal Administration

ERMINESKIN TRIBAL ENTERPRISES
BOX 219, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA, TOC 1NO

May the blessings of Christmas,
The peace, joy and cheer,
Remain With you always,
Each day of the year.

'From the Chief, Council,

Staff & Tribal Members

PHONE 585-3741

e EDM. LINE 420-0008

o FAX 585-2580
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Christmas Memories

Prairie Chrlstmas memories a beacon from home

By Yvonne Wuttunee
EDMONTON

As a child living in Battleford,
Sask., Christmas was always my
favorite time of the year.I have two
brothersand foursistersand alarge
assortment of aunts, uncles and
cousins who knew they would be
invited to our house for Christmas.
In our home the motto at any time
of the year was always: The More
the Merrier. During Christmas sea-
son this motto rang very true.

Gilbert, my father, owned his
own business as the Water Man in
Battleford. Which meant he would
go from house to house with his
waterwagon, and histeamofhorses,
selling water to fill u&aﬂ'\e barrels
that people kept for that purpose.
Therefore, family fromall overknew

that at the Wuttunee's there would

be plenty of fun, food and happi-
ness,soeveryone would eventually
find their way to our house.

Lillian, our mother, always
made sure the pantry was lined
with many shelvesand she spentall
summerand fall p allkinds
of fruits, pickling relishes, preserv-
ing and making head cheese, get-
ting all types and kinds of foods
ready for the long winter ahead.
Also baking bread, cookies and the
most memorable of all was her fa-
mous fruit Christmas cake. She
would makefour to fivelayersinall
and whenever anew family arrived
at the house to visit ,they would be
fed the minute they walked in and
mother would finish off the meal by
serving the wondrous Christmas
cake that took the whole day to
bake.

It was a very slow cake to bake
as the oven had to be on a very low
setting. And in those days, the fire
had to be watched constantly be-
cause it was a wood stove. We, the
children, would be dancing all
around her singing "Mommade the
cake...mom made the cake.”

After the meal of turkey, cran-
berries,home-baked bread, mashed
potatoes, squash, carrots and Brus-
sels sprouts, she would serve the
Christmas Pudding. Thiswas made
by boiling it on the stove in a big
square of cheesecloth and when
ready she would open it up in the
middle of the table and it would be
big enough for 25 people.

Our family lived the belief of
the traditional extended family.
Caring and loving everyone was as
simpleasloving theimmediatefam-
ily and as children we never knew
any different. Our home was a lov-
ing place for anyone who choose to
enter.

I remember after dinners,
Winston would play his drum set
and my sister Amy would sit down
to our beautiful grand piano, my
uncle Georgie would play the gui-
tar, uncle Oliver along with my
mother's father would play the fid-
dle. All the latest tunes would float
outourchimneyand overtheharsh,
cold prairie nights.

Christmas time at school was
always very exciting for me as 1
would try outfromtheleadingroles
at the Christmas concerts. I always
got the part I wanted as Winston
and Amy would spend hours help-
ing me memorize my lines. If that
year it happened to be a musical,
they would teach me songs. Then
they would spend hours singing
with me.

Christmas Eve on the prairies
held some absolutely enchanting
fairy-tale moments in my life. My
youngest brother and sister Loretta
and Ken and I would turn off all the
lights, inthe part of thehousewhere
the Christmas tree was, lie under
the tree and sing carols and talk
about the wonderful s Santa
Claus would be bringing usand the
excitement of opening our presents
in the morning.

Even more exciting than that
would be the arrival of my sisters,

Elsie and Mary, who were both in
the Air Force, and stationed in dif-
ferent parts of Canada. They would
arrive home Christmas Eve with
their cars packed full of gifts. We,
the youngest children, would be
allowed to open one gift, then the
adults would put us into our
snuggly beds.

So went my Christmases until
the magical age of 21, when I meta
handsome young Norwegian Air
Force Pilot, who was training in
Canada with NATO (North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization). We metin
London, Ontario. I was studying
law at the University of Western
Ontario. He was training as a jet
fighter pilot and as a Lieutenant
and officer just a few miles north of
London at an Air Base called
Centrailia.

Sobegan thefairy-taléromance
- a handsome officer thousands of
miles away from his country and
family and a young Indian maiden
full of love, happiness and wonder-
ment.

We were married a year later,
just before he was sent back to Nor-
way. He had to receive special per-
mission from the Norwegian gov-
ernment to take back a Canadian
bride.

My family gave me a big wed-
ding with all the wonderful things
making the day so special and with
all that, we had an Honor Guard of
Norwegian Pilots in full regimental
dress,and my sistersasbridesmaids.
After a wonderful wedding recep-
tion weset off onour honeymoonto
Norway.

It was then my husband in-
formed me I was to live with my
mother-in-law who couldn’t speak
aword of Englishand made it clear
at the beginning she hated me. His
orders had arrived, he was being
sent to the northern tip of Norway
to guard the Russian border from
the Russian submarines coming
downinto the'free' waters. The cap-

tain of the surveillance aircraft had

‘been given sealed orders: If any of

the submarines tried to out-ma-
noeuvre the aircraft, they were or-
dered to shoot first and ask ques-
tions later.

Heleft me for two weeks of the
month to do his surveillance and
the remaining two weeks I spent
locked up in the house with the
mother who kept the skeleton key
in her apron pocket and was my
guard. This was to keep me in be-
cause]lwasanIndianand shedidn't
want her neighbors or anyone to
see me. I could not speak the lan-
guage,andI was twomonth's preg-
nant.

I began to understand the ef-
fects of hatred - his mother threw us
out of her house two weeks before
my first Christmas in Norway. My
husband started physically abus-
ing me because his mother didn't
like me and he continued the abuse
until six years later, when I could
leave the coun

AsIwas aCanadian brideand
had nowhere to go, the Royal Nor-
wegian Air Force gave us a beauti-
ful log house that was reserved for
the new commanding officer of the
base. This house was set apart from
thebase,and was onthe shore of the
north Atlantic Ocean. This would
indeed be wonderful except for the
fact I grew up on the prairies of
Saskatchewan and Norway is the
land of the Midnight Sun in the
summer but in winter it is dark all
winter long. There is lots of fog in
Norway and upand down thecoast
all night and day you hear the fog
horns blasting.

My first Christmas was one of
total loneliness, unhappiness and I
was fast learning to be a complete
recluse. As my language was very
stilted, I was in complete culture
shock and my heart was broken by
the abuse I was receiving from the
only person I knew in the whole
country. Therefore, heartbreak and

loneliness found a struggling survi-
vor in a little Indian girl whose
maiden life had been surrounded
by a happy, loving family.

The custom in Norway is
Christmas Eve is the time you have
Christmas dinner and open your
gifts. My mother sent me a beauti-
ful, red velvet dress with silver trim
around the neckline. When I lived
in Norway they didn't havecentral
heating in the homes. We had a
wood stove for heating; I was cold
so I moved back closer to it and
when I did my dress got a big hole
in it. My husband flew into a blind
rage and started beating me.

Therel was thousands of miles
from home STUCK!! for six years.
Finally, my husband allowed me to
come back to Canada for Christ-
mas. I arrived back in Canada, at
Toronto International, with two
baby boys who spoke only Norwe-
gian. The airport was full of travel-
lers, but I only had eyes from my
family, with their dark brown eyes
full of tears and shining with love
and happiness.

This was 22 years ago. I never
went back to Norway, even though
my husband flew from Europe in
February of that year to take his
family back. I stayed home. I raised
my two sons alone through good
times and bad. I have three beauti-
ful granddaughters whollove very
much and they call me the Cree
name Nookum, Cree for grand-
mother.

Christmas time is here again. I
shall spend all my remaining Christ-
mases in the land of my ancestors
and I send my prayers that my ex-
husband will spend his remaining
years in the land of his ancestors.
No one ornothing will ever take me
away from a Canadian Christmas
again. I have found that to me, spe-
cial means the love and happiness
one can find in one's own family

and love of one's country surpasses
all!

py holidays to you and yours. May the joy of
Enstmas fill your hearts and homes now and
throughoutr the coming year...

Ouellette & Hajduk

Barristers & Solicitors, Trade Mark Agents
Vital O. Ouellette, B.A., L.L.B.
Richard B. Hajduk, L.L.B.

4713 - 50 Street, St. Paul, Alberta TOA 3A0
Tel: (403)645-5202 Fax: (403)645-6507

CFWE
Aboriginal Radio
89.9 FM
up to the minute
community
events

VVabaseemoong

INDEPENDENT NATIONS
OF ONE MAN LAKE, WHITEDOG, SWAN LAKE

HEAD OFFICE: P.O. WHITEDOG, ONTARIO POX 1P0
PHONE: BAND OFFICE (807) 927-2068

CHIEF ERIC FISHER AND COUNCIL WISH YOU
WONDERFUL HOLIDAY MOMENTS PLEASE

DON'T DRINK & DRIVE
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SEASON'S GREETINGS

JUDITH DUMONT (nee Parenteau)
METIS/NATIVE WOMEN SOCIETY

We Provide Counselling For:
*VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE", SPOUSAL/RELATIONSHIP
ASSAULT, SEXUAL ASSAULT OR SEXUAL ABUSE

Services available:
* One on one counselling
* Outreach/Crisis Counsellor
* Groups Sessions
* Two 10-Week structured group sessions
» Metis/Native Cultural Healing
¢ Punjabi Hindi, and French Interpreter available

PH: (604) 597-4741-B. C. Free Services
Funded by: Ministry of Social Services & Housing,
Women's Equality, First Nations Wellness Council

ALBERTA
PACIFIC

FOREST INDUSTRIES INC.

Wishing you a very happy holiday.

Dr. Morley Johnson
OPTOMETRIST

Serving Slave Lake, High Prairie & Area

523-4617 -

For Appointment Call
849-4410 - SLAVE LAKE

HIGH PRAIRIE

OLD RCMP BLDG - 403 - 3RD Ave N.E., P.O. Box 834,
Slave Lake, AB T0G 2A0

GROW WITH A
FORESTRY LEADER

Albenrta-Pacific is how accepting applications for its
$1.3 billion, world class, 1500 tonne-per-day kraft
pulp facility, located in the Athabasca-Lac La Biche
region of Alberta. The mill incorporates the world’s
best proven production and environmental technolo-
gies, including the elimination of molecular chlorine.

LAB TECHNICIANS

Educational requirement:

Applicants must have successfully completed a
two-year program at NAIT or SAIT in the Chemical
or Sciences field, or possess a university degree,
preferably in the Sciences.

Resumes mustbe received atthe address below no
later than December 31, 1993.

Alberta-Pacific offers an excellent compensation pack-
age . Mail or fax your resume in confidence to:

Human Resources Department
Alberta-Pacific Forest Industries Inc.
Post Office Box 8000

Boyle, Alberta TOA OMO

FAX: (403) 525-8099
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Happy Holiddys to you and your family -
may Christmas fill your hearts and homes
now and always and best wishes in the

_:. | coming year. . <2
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jils Y‘;ﬁ;ﬁ,‘;’vﬁﬁgﬁéﬁﬁﬁ Advisory Committee and Staff ¢ DRUG AWARENESS
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| ’ ) : Nggil;(eal;:htw:;m May your hearts be open at Christmas so that the circle of love and

peace may grow and continue to grow through the New Year.

Business Hours: Monday to Friday
8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon, 1:00 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Tel:(604)788-3932 Fax:(604)788-2353

» Family Support Program (604) 788-2397
» Tansi Alcohol & Drug Counselling  (604)788-3932

>

Call CIiff today to discover
the many benefits of
advertising with Windspeaker.
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%  Tansi Family Violence Program (604) 788-2969
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<55 CARING AND EFFECTIVE CLASSROOMS
Pt CLASSES ACCUEILLANTES ET EFFICACES
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: CREE LANGUAGE TEACHER REQUIRED
CAERY CaPS Career Fair 1994 for St. Paul Regional High School District #1 for the period of February 1, 1994 until June
\; 53 Wednesday, January 19, 1994 | 27,1994 t0 provide instruction in Cree 15 and Cree 25 for two periods per day. Additional
3 . . °1: duties will include: providing Native students with tutorial assistance, participating in
i Universiade Pavilion (B ULEEL dome) case conferences, act as liaison with parents/school, participating in Native Education
8 Project meetings, participate in school functions, and other duties as assigned by the
\ principal.
$: Deadline for application is Monday, January 10, 1994 at 4:00 pm. Interested candidates
e should submit their curriculum vitae to the undersigned as soon as possible. For more
bis . . information on this position, please contact the principal, Mr. Dale Bischoff at 645-4491.
1y For more information Carey Castillo at 4’921—;;‘.?91 %
and Placement Services, Universi. eria  \e: :
s ACzreetf;g Your% A 2y - = Mail to: Mr. Paul Cayer
L Deputy Superintendent of Schools
Pered St. Paul Education
t¥ Box 5000
et St. Paul, Alberta TOA 3A3
ot
fiik 'S A Fax: (403) 645-5789
i CHILDREN'S ADVOCATE -
R
2oh JOB OPPORTUNITY
Aty GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA
4 jie The Saulteaux Band is accepting applications for the position of
s
]
If you are committed to keeping Alberta’s children safe, PREVENTION CO'ORDINATOR I
protecting their rights and interests; believe in the concept of
; holding parents accountable for the care of their children; and to work under the direction of the Community Wellness Co-ordinator.
e have a strong interest in reshaping delivery of children’s '
jitss services in today’s rapidly changing environment, then this
R i challenging role will appeal to you. RESPONSIBILITIES:
i35 Reporting directly to the Minister of Family and Social » The candidate shall be responsible for administrating and directing a community
g Services,. the Children’s Advocate is responsible for based alcoholism/chemical abuse program.
e representing the rights, interests and viewpoints of children e Ref 1 .
: ‘ who are receiving protection services under the authority of ¢ CF clients to ?.ppropnate treatment.. a .
¥ the Child Welfare Act. You will ensure that legislated  Provide prevention/after care counselling with groups and one-to-one basis.
& advocacy services are provided on a province-wide basis by
it investigating complaints or concerns about these children L -
Fiid directly, or through a staff of 20. You will also be working Q_UA_IEI_QAIIQNS_. .
i closely with the Commissioner of Children’s Services to Five years continuous SObnely-
g i?;elr(t)rj anglgnplement new initiatives in service delivery for Proven administrating ability, supervisory experience & public communication skills.
- erta’s children. ; : . hy ) L i
il i : . Certification - minimum three years counselling experience, client therapy.
ok The position requires an indepth knowledge of the normal Diploma in a human services discipline, Nechi training would be an asset
{1l growth and development patterns of children and of p. : ) 2 P 7, 1 gw .
Fpaty child/family /community social environments. Proven Valid driver's license and personal vehicle
14307 management and leadership skills; experience with an Cree language an asset
: . : advocacy role; professional and community credibility; and a
309 knowledge of child service agencies are required. A post- .
‘ L graduate degree in Social Sciences plus extensive experience in SALARY & BENEFITS: Negotiable
g services to children and families or an equivalent combination
WERL . of education and experience is also required. Knowledge of J CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: i
T H current aboriginal issues and cultures would be preferred. PLICA Indefinite
P " To apply or receive further information, please reply in
{ confidence by December 31, 1993, quoting Competition PLEASE SUBMIT RESUME TO;
S i Number 93MMD81-003 to: Executive Search, Alberta
g Personnel Administration Office, 4th Floor, Kensington Place : 1 i i
1 ’ ’ - ’ -
. _: 10011 - 109 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, T5] 3S8. Telephone: AllStlll TOOtOOSlS’ Commumty Wellness CO ordinator
(403) 427-7891, Fax: (403) 422-0835. Box 159,
Cochin, Saskatchewan
: Abera Lt
5 ‘ GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA
PLE 5 Ryt~ B WINDSPEAKER I1S... 1ATIVE RPEVYELEOPRIERNY
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CAREER SECTION

Regina Police Service

CAREER

COMMUNITY AIDS COORDINATOR OPPORTUNITIES

for Calgary (and Southern Region) TRANSCRIPTIONISTS: enter police reports into a
computer system or transcribe from dictation.

This position is responsible for developing Native communities to mobilize themselves Candidates must have typing skills of 50+ words per
against the spread of AIDS. minute and be willing and able to work shiftwork.

Salary: $24,586 to $29,832

Responsibilities will include; working with Native communities to establish on-going

education programs that will lead to sustained behaviour changes thereby reducing HIV COMMUNICATIONS OFFICERS

transmission. Feedback and evaluation to support programs development, statistical data | | (9-1-1 Operators): handle emergency calls for

collection and report writing are also an important part of this position. Police, Fire and Ambulance Services, dispatch calls
r for police assistance and complete police reports.
! : a knowledge of human behavior, good written/verbal communication | | Candidatesmust type 40 words per minute and pass
skills, organized, ability to travel extensively, a knowledge of Native traditions s necessary, | | intelligence, psychologicaland 9-1-1 skills tests. You
and an ability to work with a diversified range of human beings. must be willing to work shiftwork.
Salary: $31,842 to $41,290 per annum

Preference will be given to those with experience in human sexuality, the effects of i
substance use on behaviors, and those with a Community development background in Interested applicants should forward a resume to:

Native communities.

i Chief of Police
Salary: $24,000 per year. Regina Police Service
. 1717 Osler Street
Closing Date: Open Regina, Saskatchewan
L Submit applications to: Executive Director MG
| Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS Prevention Society For further information, call the Human

#201, 11456 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5X OMI s

Or fax to: (403) 488-3735

Res_ources Ofﬁcer at (306) 777-9737.

@p to the minute news with CFWE 89.9 Aboriginal 'Radi@

.‘;7\ i

Overseas Opportunities

e e ~ g e = =l e &

Afl‘ica ® Fundraiser for Sierra Leone — with a university degree and

experience, preferably with a nongovernmental organization.

e Community development worker for Tanzania — with a degree
in business administration and experience with small scale projects
and training.

e Environmental and gender advisor for Mozambique — with a social
sciences/environmental studies degree and experience in curriculum
development.

Caribbean e Librarian for Dominica — with 3 years experience, in part with
community groups, and knowledge of information collection related
to museums. Previous work with indigenous people an asset.
® Social worker/Program Administrator for Jamaica — with skills in
research, group development, counselling, administration and training.

Latin ¢ Economist or lawyer for Colombia — with a strong knowledge of

- political economy and social and cultural rights.
America ¢ Rural Development Project Administrator for Bolivia — with a
degree in economics or administration and 3 years experience with rural
development projects, preferably with indigenous peoples.

Are you interested in living in a different culture, in sharing your skills with people striving to
improve their lives? CUSO offers trained, experienced Canadians challenging positions and the -
chance to work in partnership with individuals and communities. Postings are for two years.
Salaries are modest, but cover overseas living costs. Transportation and benefits are provided.
5 To apply, send your resume to: Cooperant Programming Unit, CUSO GE-2, 135 Rideau St,
‘ Ottawa ON KI1N 9K7.

Join others: working for change. Join CUSO.
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The pffeét Christmas, United Nations-style

By Raymond Moskowec
MEADOW LAKE, Sask.

The sun beat mercifully down
on the small corrugated metal shack
surrounded by waist-high sand-
bags. The United Nations blue flag
hung limp in the midday heat, and
although it was the month of De-
cember, it was still humid and
warm.

A tiny trickle of perspiration
crept down the small of the young
soldier'sbackas he stepped outinto
the street from the UN duty post.
He gazed slowly towards the row
of old dilapidated unoccupied mud
and wooden houses on both sides
of the dusty street, partly demol-
ished by bombing and partly
wrecked by the UN forces. The
forces controlled the houses along
the street known as the Green Line
that separated the warring Greek
and Turk Cypriots in the city of
Nicosia on the tiny island of Cy-
prus.
"Well, only two hours to go
and my shiftis over.Itwill benice to
getoff shift, havea showerand than
go to the Mess Hall for the planned
Christmas Dinner held the day be-

ADVANTAGE

Start taking advantage...
requestyour free copy today
call toll free 1-800-661-5469

AAAAAAAAAL

fore Christmas. Just think! Turkey
and trimming, presents and letters
from home, singing Christmas car-

"Oh, Oh! What's this? Why is
that Turk soldier putting his maga-
zine on his weapon? Wait! I know
him, that's Attila, I'd better go and
see what's happening! He knows
that's not allowed.”

The soldier stepped back into
the UN postand picked up thehand-
set on theradio set, keeping analert
eye on the Turkish soldier. "One
Two, this is Oscar Papa Six, I have a
weapons magazine infraction at
Tango Three Two, am going to in-
vestigate, over."

"One Two, roger, I will notify
Rover Onetocometo yourlocation,
be careful, out.”

The soldier again stepped out
of the box and slowly crossed the
streetapproaching the sandbagged
wall and bunker approximately 50
yards from the street. The Turkish
soldier Attila had stepped out of his
bunker, his weapon cocked, and
was advancing to the front of the

Turk Cypriot soldier. As he ap-
proached, a movement at the cor-
ner of his eye drew his attention to
the area where the Turk soldier's
attention was focused. Two small
children, about five or six years old
and wearing ragged and dusty
clothes, were playing in the yard of
one of the unoccupied UN houses.

"Oh, Dear God, no!" thought
the UN soldier and quickened his
pace. A few more steps put the Ca-
nadian soldier directly in front of
Attila. Speaking softly so as not to
alarm or scare the other soldier, the
UN soldier said, "Attila, what are
you doing? Your magazine is on
your weapon and that is not al-
lowed."

Attila spoke just as softly with
a trace of subdued panicinhis voice:
"Those children are in a forbidden
area.”
"Yes,butwhatare yougoing to
do, Attila, shoot them? Your maga-
zine is not supposed to be on your
weapon!”

"Those childrenare in a forbid-
den area,” replied Attila.

the hot sun, one pointing a sub-
machine gun at the navel of the
second soldier, who stood with his
rifle over his shoulder. Both spoke
to each other in hushed tones.

"Attila, remove your magazine
from the weapon. Besides, it's
Christmas and those children are
not doing any harm.”

"The children, it is a forbidden
area!” Attila's voice became slightly
shrill.

TheUN soldier's gazedropped
from the face of the Turk soldier to
the pointed weapon. Hls finger was
white from the pressure of pulling
on the trigger!

Thoughts raced like lightning
through the UN soldier's
mind..."Gee, I only turned 19 three

onmy shoulder, so doI drop it? My
Goodness! My magazine is still in
my pocket! Those old Thompsons
are so old, they just go off by look-
ing at them...did I write my girl-
friend a letter recently before
Christmas...where is...

"Attila! Remove the magazine

sub-machine gun magnified itself
in the ears of the UN soldier. Attila
abruptly turned and walked angrily
towards the bunker, removing the
magazine from the gun.

The UN soldier watched in si-
lence until the Turk soldier disap-
peared into the bunker. He walked
wooden-legged back to the UN post.
He reached for the handset; in a
shaky weak voice, he stated:

"One Two, this is Oscar Papa
Six, weapon magazine infraction,
incident report. Time: 14:10 Loca-
tion: Tango Three Two. Turkish
soldier, magazine on weapon. Rea-
son: Upset, two children in yard of
sector three. Matter has been dealt
with, no casualties, over."

"One Two, roger, has Rover
One arrived 'in your location yet,
over?”

"OscarPapaSix, negative-wait,
I see them coming now, over”.

The soldier wearily picked up
his rifle, slung it over his shoulder
and stepped out to meet the jeep.

As the jeep came to a halt in
front of the UN post, the driver shut

sandbagged wall. "Attila! Please remove the from the weapon right now!” off theengineand greeted himwith
The Canadian soldier contin- magazine from the weapon!” Theclickingsound ofthesafety "My what a beautiful day, just per-

ued his walk towards the armed Thetwo soldierssquared offin  catch being put on the Thompson fect for Christmas...."

L Rl A Mo i UNITED NATIVE NATIONS FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

20% Off AIcohol/Dmg Out-Patient Counselling Services
Alcohol & Drug Perventive Program
.ﬂ\ obh T;Pi & Dahve Hanc}icraﬁs m&mlab!g; Y —
N Y : - Individual/Family Rights ol
é- Ktunaxa Tipi Co. (1991) - Qu-Patien s
Call or write for our new brochure : S;?cig:‘, Services Available

BOX 5, SITE 7, R.R. #1, CRESTON, B.C. VOB 1G0
Phone 604-428-4582 Toll free: 1-800-565-9811
Wilfred Jacobs

2902-29th Avenue, Vernon B.C. VIT 1¥Y7 Phone: 542-5311 Fax: 542-3707
SEASON'S GREETINGS

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year - may
we serve you now and in the coming year.

The Traditional Banker of Aboriginal Peoples

Cameron R. Brown
Regional Manager, Aboriginal Banking

CIBC Regional Office

400 Burrard Street-Fifth Floor
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3A6

(604) 665-1254

Fax: (604) 665-1114




