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By Jetff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

SADDLE LAKE, ALTA.

The Saddle Lake band is
shrouded in a cloak of se-
crecy after holding a prema-
ture election of chief and
council Monday.

Nine people were voted in
to succeed Chief Eugene
Steinhauer and his council
after they resigned early last
month.

The election was held one
year ahead of schedule aftera
group of disgruntled band
members rallied to oust the
leadership.

“They’re out because they
neverdidathing,” saidaband
member who wished toQ re-
main anonymous.

“They got the reserve into
a bigger hole. A lot of us here
thought that they never used
the band’s money properly so
we got together to get them
out.”

She said only a small por-
tion of the band supported the
former chief and council and
secret meetings were held to
plot the overthrow.

Forty people were nomi-
nated for the nine positions
July 24.

An unnamed source from
Saddle Lake told Wind-
speaker that the band, located
120 kilometres northeast of
Edmonton, is comprised of
several factions opposing
Steinhauer’s leadership.

“It’s all because of a lack
of performance. Steinhauer
always promised he would
supportthe band, and he never
did,” the source said.

He saidresidents are upset

because the reserve’s roads

and houses are in disrepair.
The source said Steinhauer
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never secured federal funds
to address the band’s needs.

He said opposing band
members are afraid to come
forward for fear of reprisals
by the band’s administration.

Bandemployeesand coun-
sellors would not comment
on the accusations.

Eugene Steinhauer could
not be reached for comment.

Newly-elected councillor
Carl Quinn said he was not
involved with any group
opposing Steinhauer but
agreed there was a feeling of
discontent in Saddle Lake.

He said it’s a feeling band
members can now pull to-
gether.

“Sure, you can dig up old
bones, but it doesn’t do any
good. We have to think about
the future and get on with
things,” he said.

Ron Steinhauer, regional
executive director of land,
revenue and trust for Indian
Affairs, said the federal gov-
ernment has no jurisdiction
over a band operating under
tribal customs.

Under tribal customs a
bandis resposible for holding
and monitoring its own elec-
tions.

Steinhauer said his depart-
ment has not been informed
thatband members were upset
with their leaders.

Elected council members
are Quinn, Shirley Halfe,
Lena Cardinal, Eric Large,
Eli Brertton, Eddie Makokis,
Alex Whiskeyjack, Louis
McGillvery and James
Hunter.
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Remembering the Resistance ..
' A grave site ceremony is held to honor the Metis who died at the resistance 104 yearsago.
This past weekend more than 2,000 Metis from across Canada converged at Batoche, Sask to take
in several cultural events and to remember the people who fou

Riel Resistance of 1885. They gathered for the annual Back to
to witness the-country's best compete in square-dancing, fiddling an

ht for self-government during the
atoche celebrations last weekend

d jigging.
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Battle of Batoche rages anew

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

BATOCHE, SASK.

Canada’s Metis are nego-
tiating with the federal gov-
ernment to gain control of the
historic Batoche site in Sas-
katchewan.

Preliminary discussions
have begun with Minister
Responsible for Metis Affairs
Doug Lewis, the executive-
director of the Metis National
Council told Windspeaker last
week.

“We’re looking at a total
recapture of the land around
there,” Ron Rivard said.
“We're trying to make our
case. They’re listening.”

The site, located about 70
kilometres north of Saska-
toon, 1s an important symbol
to Canadian Metis, because it
was the scene of the final
battle in the1885 Riel Resis-
tance.

Western Canadian Metis
have been gathering at the
location every summer since
1971 for Back to Batoche
Days.

The Canadian Parks Serv-
ice has operated a museum at
Batoche forabout three years,
Rivard said.

Discussions for control of
the land started about six
months ago with the federal
government, he said. The
Metis Society of Sas-
katchewan will also be in-
volved.

If the Metis community
assumes control of the land, it
could develop camping and
tourist facilities to provide
money to cover the operating
costs of the historic site, Ri-

vard said.
“We don’t have the re-

sources to do all these things.
We’re a poor people. We're
trying to get our land back
and adequate resources to
look afterour people,” he said.

Rivard said the council
was optimistic it could con-
vince Ottawa to turn the land
over.

“We want the land for our
people and we’re going to
pursue that goal. It’s a goal
we won’t let rest.

“He certainly didn’t say,
“You got it,” but he listened.”

Lewiscouldnot bereached
for comment at press time.

However, a senior west-
ern Canadian official of the
Canadian Parks’ Service said
he was unaware of any dis-
cussions between Lewis and
the MNC.

“There’s no discussion
with anybody on taking over
the historic site at Batoche,”
said Douglas Harper, direc-
tor general for the Prairie and
northern regions.

“I’m not aware of any in-
tent to have that land turned
over to any Metis group,” he
said.

Rivard said the Metis
National Councilis “notgoing
to talk to any superintendent
in the province when he has
nothing to do with the deci-
sion made at the federal
level.”

Harperadmitted an agree-
ment had been reached sev-
eral years ago to turn over
some land near the historic
Batoche site to the Metis.

The Meus, who lease the
parcel of land for Back to
Batoche Days, wanted tc
develop camping facilities
and a cultural centre at the
site, Harper said.

“The Treasury Board au-
thorized us to transfer it to
them at no cost. It was a fed-
eral contribution to that de-
velopment,” he said.

Butthe process was halted
because of a split in the Metis
community, Harper said.

“With the split in the Metis
organizations, it wasn’t clear

who was going to exercise
those responsibilities,” he
explained.

Meanwhile, Rivard said
the MNC hopes to meet with
Lewis again in September to
discuss several pressing is-

sucs.

In addition to getting rec-
ognition for Louis Riel and
gaining control of Batoche,
the list includes:

« a comprehensive Metis
claims’ policy

- alternative funding arrange-
ments for Metis organizations
» Metis access to national
Native drug and alcohol pro-
grams

» federal participationin Metis
child and family services

» co-management of natural
resources

« tripartite negotiations on the
constitution and Metis issues
» federal participation in Metis
education initiatives

» agricultural development
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Meet the Wayne
Gretzky of the
powwow circuit
See Page 12

r

Back to
 Batoche days

a success

See Page 9

$50 M tourist
resort planned
for Athabasca
See Page 15

OF THE WEEK

"We have

always been
dust under
the carpet
where
nobody will
look,"” said
Susa Creek
resident
Dave
MacPhee.

CLOSE TO HOME

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Assembly of First Nations
Grand Chief Georges Eras-
mus has denounced the crea-
tion of a new northern Al-
berta Indian band as a federal
ploy to destroy the Lubicon
people.

Erasmus charged the gov-
emment is offering the Wood-
land Cree special concessions
while ignoring the pleas of
other Indians who want to be
organized as a band.

The Woodland Cree,
scheduled tobe officially rec-
ognized Aug. 28, will be the
593rd Indian band in Canada.

In a telephone interview
from his Ottawa office, Eras-
mus compared the Woodland
Cree to the the U.S.-backed
Contra rebels who are fight-
ing the communist regime in
Nicaragua.

The Minister of Indian and
Northern Affairs Pierre Cad-
ieux is funnelling money to
dissident band members who
wanttooverthrow the leader-
ship of the Lubicon band,
Erasmus said.

“It would be wonderful if
they really cared about creat-
ing anew band, or they really
wanted new bands. But the
government is in a desperate

situation and is attempting to
reduce the ability of the Lubi-
con band to take a strong
position,” he said.

Erasmus noted that Cad-
ieux will recognize the Wood-
land Cree as a distinct band
just before negotiations are
set to begin between the
Lubicon Chief Bernard Omi-
nayak and Alberta Premier
Don Getty Aug. 9.

“It happened just out of

Goodfish Chief Ernest Houle: Alarmed by federal
backing of Woodland Cree

the blue. They (federal gov-
ernment) are pouring a lot of
money and time into this
thing,” he said.

Federal officials have met
with disgruntled band mem-
bers ten times over the last
few months to iron outdetails
of the separation.

Federal negotiator Ken
Colby said the government
has held meetings with dis-
gruntled band members, and
has flown them to Ottawa to
meet with Indian Affairs offi-
cials.

Woodland Cree leaders
MelvinLaboucan and Archie
Cardinal could not be reached
for comment. ’

Colby contends that the
creation of the new band is
not a ploy to undermine
Ominayak’s efforts.

Colby said the matter has
been handled properly by his
department.

“They came to us, we

didn’t go to them. We just
told them they should organ-
ize” if they’re not happy with

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

GOODFISH LAKE, ALTA

GoodfishLakeband Chief
Emest Houle finds the crea-
tion of the Woodland Cree
band of northern Alberta
alarming.

But Lubicon Lake Chief
Bernard Ominayak is taking
it all in stride.

Ominayak told reporters
Wednesday he’s not opposed
to the creation of the Wood-
land Cree as long as it doesn’t
interfere with hisband’s long-
standing land-claim dispute
with the federal government.

“We’ve been in this fight
for 50 years and we don’t
intend to goaway,” Ominayak
said.

“If the federal government
wants to create a new band
outside our membership,
that’s fine,” he added.

Negotiations between

Ominayak and Alberta Pre-
mier Don Getty will go ahead
as planned Aug. 9.

But Ominayak said if the
federal government doesn’t
help to resolve the dispute his
band may stage a blockade of
roads leading on to its land at
Little Buffalo, 470 km north-
west of Edmonton.

Federal negotiators have
not yetaccepted an invitation
to sit in on the meetings.

“If we find they are not
sincere, and Ottawa is trying
to come to our people, it
(blockade) is something we’ll
have to look at,” he said.

Ominayak criticized the
Department of Indian and
Northern Affairs for putting
the Woodland Cree at the
front of the list while other
Native groups have been
waiting years to gain official
status.

Houle said his band has
been trying to obtain official
recognition from the Depart-

US backed Contras in Nicaragua

the way negotiations are federal governmentoverland

going, he said.

The Lubicon Lake band
has been at odds with the

and financial compensation
for the last 50 years.
Ominayak has been bat-

New band alarms Chiefs

ment of Indian Affairsfor113
years and questions the
government’s intentions.

The Goodfish and Saddle
Lake communities are recog-
nized as one band and must
share federal funding.

Even though the bands are
run by two chiefs, Houle said
the process of being recog-
nized federally has been a
slow one.

President of the Indian
Association of Alberta Roy
Louis says he won’t recog-
nize the Woodland Cree as a
distinct band as long as the
federal government has a
hand in its creation.

He said the Lubicon band
settlement must be reached
before the new band is recog-
nized.

“It’s good to have bands
recognized, but it has to be
done properly,” Louis said.

“The federal government
justdid it overnight. We have
otherbands waiting,” he said.

AFN Chief denounces federal ploy

tling with federal negotiators
for the past eight years to re-
ceive an adequate settlement
for his 470-member band.

Negotiations were called
off after Ominayak refused a
final federal package last
January which he called a
“take it or leave it offer.”

Ominayak and Getty reo-
pened talks in July,

Colby said that disheart-
ened band members ap-
proached him with their con-
cerns last January.

He said a 300-name peti-
tion was brought to him
demanding the federal gov-
ernment recognize the new
band.

Ominayak claims that
only 25 per cent of the Wood-
land Cree are former Lubicon
band members.

He said that most of the
petitioners are Metis or other
northern Alberta Indians who
were incited by federal offi-
cials to become a part of the
scheme to divide his band.

Riel statue a 'disgrace’

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

SASKATOON, SASK.

The Metis National Coun-
cil(MNC) saysit’sabout time
Louis Riel’s place in Cana-
dian history was formally
recognized.

“We feel Louis Riel has
not got his just recognition in
Canada,” said MNC Execu-

tive-Director Ron Rivard.

“The history books have
different views; some say
traitor, some say hero. We
feel he made a significant
contribution to Confederation
in Canada,” Rivard said.

The issue is one of several
the council hopes toraiseina
fall meeting with Justice
Minister Doug Lewis, who is
also the minister responsible

for Metis affairs.

Rivard said the council
wants Riel named Manitoba’s
Father of Confederation.

“The Metis National
Council has not formally
made that request before.”

He noted little came of
earlier discusstons in Parlia-
ment on the matter.

But the council intends to
press the issue, he said.

“We’re pushing that.

That’s one of the things im-
portant to us,” Rivard said.

He called a statue of Riel
on the Saskatchewan legisla-
tive grounds hideous.

“It’s not a very good like-
ness andunder his coat, which
is open to the public view, is
a full view of his genitalia,”
he said.

“It’s an embarrassment
more than anything else,”
Rivard said.
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Few Natives hired by
CBC on Prairies

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA, ONT.

CBC would have to add
15 Native people to its per-
manent staff in Alberta to
reflect the number of quali-
fied Natives in the provincial
work force, says a spokes-
man for the Crown corpora-
tion.

There are but two perma-
nentemployees in Wild Rose
Country, said CBC spokes-
man Richard Chambers.

While the Native work
force in Alberta is pegged at
3.1 per cent, there are only .4
per cent Natives on perma-
nent staff with CBC.

There is one permanent
Abonginal person working in
Edmonton (.3 per cent) while
Natives make up 2.6 per cent
of thecity’s labor force. Eight
would have to be hired to
bring the number to an equi-
table level.

Those holding contracts
with CBC aren’t recorded in
the figures. That includes Sas-
katchewan Indian Carol
Adams, Calgary co-host on
Newsworld, CBC’s new all-
news channel and Edmonton

TV reporter Clayton Blood,
said Chambers.

“In that sense, it’s unfair
to judge the CBC by numbers
alone,” hesaid. “It’s certainly
not the total picture.”

The Canadian Human
Rights Commission lodged a
discrimination complaint
against CBC after it was
unable to convince the corpo-
ration to agree to a joint re-
view of its employment prac-
tices.

Statistics indicate too few
Natives; disabled and visible
minorities are working at
CBC, according to the com-
mission.

Chambers said the corpo-
ration has aplan under way to
increase the percentage of the

people from those groups -

working at CBC.

Since December, 10 addi-
tional Aboriginal people have
been hired by CBC to bring
the number on permanent

staff across Canada to 89 (.7.

per cent) out of 10,300 em-
ployees.

“Progress is being made,”
he said. “That’s not bad when
we’re in a situation of down-
sizing.”

Chambers said Statistics
Canada figures indicate 2.1
percentof the Canadian work

force was Native at the end of
1988.

The target is to have 149
natives on permanent staff by
the end of next year.

Seven natives have found
permanent work withCBC in
Saskatchewan. They com-
prise 1.7 per cent of the CBC
work force while 4.4 per cent
of the work force in the prov-
ince is Native.

Manitoba has the worst
record of the Prairie prov-
inces, according to figures.

While 5.2 per cent of the
province’s work foree 1is
Native, only one person (.2
per cent) has been hired.
Twenty-five would have to
be hired to reflect the Abo-
riginal population in the work
force.

The number of permanent
employees in each of the
Prairie provinces isn’t avail-
able, he said.

The CBC also wants to
increase the number of Abo-
riginal people intechnical and
semi-professional jobs, said
Chambers.

“We want to get them into
writing jobs, into office jobs,
into the technical aspects of
producing programs, sound
people, lighting people, stag-
ing people,” he said.

Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Colum-
bia will be “high priority,
hiring areas for the semi-pro-
fesstonal and technical jobs
we have.”

Programs are also being
developed to encourage the
hiring and promotion of
Aboriginal people in all oc-
cupation categories through-
out the CBC.

When hiring and choos-

ing between candidates “the

benefit of the doubt” will go
to Natives, the disabled,
women and visible minori-
ties, said Chambers.

The candidate need not be
equal in qualifications but
only in potential to do the job,
he said.

“Thisisthe only way we’re
going to be able to increase
andreach the targets assigned
tous,” Chamberssaid. “We’re
very committed to this whole
EXErcise.

“What we havetodointhe
CBC is we’ve got to act. We
don’t have to study the situ-
ation any more,” he said.

“We can’t afford to pro-
vide them (the commission)
with all the numbers and
documentation they require
at this time,” Chambers said.

Ommayak takes land flght to UN

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Lubicon Chief Bernard

Ominayak is taking his 50- [

year-old land claim to a
United Nations subcommit-
tee on Native rights.

‘Ominayak flew to Geneva
this week to tell the Working
Group on Indigenous Popu-
lations that the Canadian
government is using subver-
sive tactics to undermine his
efforts to build a future for his
people.

Ominayak told Edmonton
reporters Wednesday that the
department of Indian and
Northern Affairs has resorted
to enticing rebellion within
his band.

He views federal recogni-
tion of the Woodland Cree as
a “divide and conquer” tech-
nique and a way to uliminate
compensation for his 400-
member band.

“We want an adequate set-
tlement to help our people
build a future,” he said.

Indian Affairs Minister
Pierre Cadicux recently an-
nounced he will officially rec-
ognize the Woodland Cree as
the 593rd Indian band in
Canada.

Ominayak chrages that the
federal government will use
the new band to discredit the
Lubicon people of Little

NEWS BRIEFS

R

Chief Bernard Ominayak: We want an adequate settlement

Buffalo, located 470 km
northwest of Edmonton.

He said the Canadian
government has left him no
other choice but to take his
plea to the world organiza-
tion once again.

In 1984 Ominayak filed a
complaint against Canada
with the United Nations
Human Rights Committee.

Last May Lubicon coun-
cillor Larry Ominayak at-
tended an intemational con-
sultation meeting on Aborigi-
nal rights sponsored by the
World Council of Churches
in Australia.

The meetings were at-
tended by delegates from Fiji,
Guam Thailand, Tasmania
and the Philippines.

Ominayak called for an
international lobbying effort
by countries to put pressure
on Canada to honor Indian
treaties and negotiate land
claims in good faith.

The UN subcommittee on
Aboriginal rights makes its
recommendations to the
meetings in New York City.
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PARENTS SETTLE CRADLE
BOARD SUIT

WINNIPEG - The Native parents of a baby in a
cradle board who was put through a baggage X-ray
machine by airport security guards at the Winnipeg
International Airport have received a $15,000 out-of-
court settlement.

Bruce Sakakeep of Big Trout Lake, Ont. reached the |
deal with Metropol Security Ltd. of Winnipeg last week.
Sakakeep said his baby does not appear to have
suffered any physical or mental trauma from the January,

1988 incident.

CARDINAL MAY SUE
ARCHITECT

OTTAWA - Celebrated architect Douglas Cardinal is
considering a law suit to prevent another architect from
building an addition to his design for St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic church in Red Deer.

Cardinal, acclaimed for his unique, curvilincar
designs, believes he is the only architect qualified to
design a parish hall for the church, one of his most
famous works.

The Metis architect designed the Canadian Museum
of Civilization in Hull, Que. which has transformed the
skyline of the nation’s capital.

Cardinal said he considers the chosen dcsign for the
parish hall, submitted by Bearden Engineering, inappro-
priate.

However, a spokesman for the building committee
said Cardinal was not selected because his fees are too
high and the Red Deer native has moved his office to

Ottawa.
NWT POLITICIAN
RESIGNS

YELLOWKNIFE - A member of the Northwest
Territories Legislature who faces sexual assault charges
has turned in his resignation.

Michael Angottitauruq, 38, who represents Na-
tilikmiot, gave no reason for his resignation in a state-
ment to the assembly.

His political status has been in limbo since sexual
assault charges were laid last month.

Last year, Angottitauruq said he would resign for
personal reasons. He later changed his mind but admitted
to the Legislature that he had an alcohol problem.

NATIVE PROBE HEARS OF
GIRL’'S MURDER

THE PAS, Man. - Seventeen years ago, RCMP
knew the identities of four men involved in the slaying of
a Cree teenager, an inquiry heard.

Keith Duncan, a former RCMP officer who investi-
gated the murder, said one of the suspects, Lee Colgan,
was arrested on another charge months after the 1971
murder and plea-bargained for immunity from prosecu-
tion if he’d confess.

Helen Betty Osbome, 19, was stabbed 56 times with
a screwdriver and sexually assaulted on Nov. 13.

Police said the four men were not suspects until after
the receipt of an anonymous letter in May, 1972.

Obsorne was assaulted and slain after being ab-
ducted from a street in The Pas by four teenagers who
were cruising the town looking for sex.

Charges were not laid for another 16 ycars and
resulted in only one conviction. The casc has unleashed a
storm of controversy about whether the trail of the '
murder was allowed to grow cold because of racism.

EXILED U.S. INDIAN
ACTIVIST FALLS FROM GRACE

The Indian activist who once wined and dined with
U.S. presidents now lives an exile’s life on the seedy side
of Vancouver.

Robert Satiacum’s fall from grace began after being
convicted of 70 racketeering and embczzlement charges
in Washington State.

He won political asylum in 1987 when the Immigra-
tion Appeal Board found he had a legitimate fear of
assassination if deported to the United States.

The ruling has since been overturned by an appeal.
He plans to appeal the decision.

Satiacum faces another court battle this November,
after being charged with sexually touching a 10-year-old
girl in 1988. The trial was postponed after suspected
heart attack pangs landed him in hospital.

Satiacum is the great grandson of Chief Seattle, after
whom the American city is named. He is also the Chief
of Chiefs of Indian nations, an honor American Indians
last bestowed on Sitting Bull more than a century ago.
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Native inmate pleads for help

Tansi!

I read an article from the June 16 Windspeaker and I want to respond
to it to give the readers a different point of view.

I must say that if people really cared about Native spirituality and our
culture, then people will step out and help us during our incarceration.

My name is Gerald Skani and I've been serving time in several
institutions across Alberta for the past seven years.

I have encountered many situation in which my brothers were denied
access to their cultural rights but things are gradually changing.

The administrations are working with NCSA and elders, with the
cooperation of the Native Brotherhood Society, to implement more pro-
grams about the high proportion of Natives in Alberta prisons.

We are learning to deal with some of our problems. Let me tell you a
story about someone who was close and very special to me.

My mother died in 1985 and is sadly missed by the family.

At a very young age, my mother was sent to a residential school near
Onion Lake, Saskatchewan.

She was there for a number of years until my father took her out of there
and married her.

Until then, she was in the school taught by Catholics priests and nuns.

These people were very strict and my mother was not even allowed to
speak her Native language.

For example, if she spoke to another, she would be strapped and locked
in her room for a day or two.

She was very bitter toward the Roman Catholic Church for many years
but even so, as I grew up my parents would still encourage me to go to
church.

- She was a person who would never call down the church even though
she despised how they treated the Native people in those terrible residential
schools.

However, today people are starting to rcalize how much the people
living in these schools were adversely affected.

Our Native spirituality is important to all people who want to gain the
knowledge and understanding of our culture.

I feel repelled by those who tried to brainwash our parents and loved

ones who suffered in these schools.

I want to say that before many of us ended up in here, we have practised
our cultural beliefs.

We made a terrible mistake but don’t you think we have a mind, body
and spirit?

I must admit that some of us will make itand yet some of us won’t; that’s
the sad part.

Being in Grande Cache Correctional Centre and being the President of
this Native Brotherhood Organization was a challenge indeed.

With the help of our liaison officer, we have really gained a great deal
of cultural activities, such as a two-day cultural awareness workshop in
November, 1988, pipe ceremony in February, 1989, annual powwow in
May, 1989 and a recent workshop in July, 1989.

The administration has allowed us to seek our roots and they have been
just wonderful.

On a few occasions, we’ve been denied but we are learning that we’re

‘in jail and we need more support from the communities, cities and resource

people out there.

Your article stated that before incarceration, we hardly knew what we
necded and why should we practise now?

In other words, you are saying that we will never change and we will
always be convicts?

We need support from the people out in society and somehow show
them we care about each other and not just ourselves.

If I've somehow hurt someone’s thoughts and opinions, I’'m sorry. I
didn’t write this article to hurt anyone.

I care about the non-Native inmatcs, Native inmates and society as a
whole.

This is my opinion and maybe, as years go by, we will start to realize that
anybody’s concerns should be your concerns.

Thank you,
A Concerned Brother
Gerald Skani,

Reader supports defence pact

Dear Editor:

I write this letter in support of the defence pact signed by some of our
leaders in Quebec.

This defence pact is asign of unity among our people and all our Nations
of Red People should come together and sign it.

We as Red People of this land have been in a political war since the white
people have brought their governments to this land. Itis a form of genocide.

I firmly believe our people must fight our wars with these Canadian
governments by going to war in their political and legal arenas, but first we
must educate ourselves in their ways and ours. We need to learn both ways.

However, I believe we must also show the Canadian politicians that we
are together as one people by supporting our nations.

Because of the love for our ancestors, our people, our next generation
and our Creator, we will defend our right to be with whatever it takes.

If the Canadian politicians send their police or armed forces against our
people, I believe we must then show our power as warriors; then we can

justify political violence.

I do pray to our Creator that it never comes to a war that will leave

Inmate denied visit

Dear Editor.

On the mormning of July 27, I was called to the dome area of the
Saskatchewan Penitentiary, where I was told by a visiting correspondence
staff member that my sister was denied entry into the institution.

The reason “she did not comply with an order given to her to submit to
a search”.

Although she was suspected of smuggling in contraband, no mention
was made to the specific of the alleged contraband.

Later on in the afternoon, when mail was brought around a pamphlet
stating the correctional services “mission” was put on my bars.

It is titled “Mission of the Correctional Service of Canada”.

I read through it.

On page eight under value 1, it has its guiding principles and lists various
principlies.

One is that the “rule of Law” is respected, another states “we recognize
the value of family and community relationships”. Yeah, right.

My sister was slandered and told not to visit until further notice. Where
are my principles?

I can not even recognize her since no local calls are allowed. This is the
only institution that I know of where there is such a rule.

These people played judge and jury and dictated their own form o
justice. Where is the justice for my sister and 1? |

In conclusion, I would like to say when you are doing time, do not hold
your breath waiting for non-native justice.

Yours sincerely,
Donald Morin

Mother Earth with stains of bloodshed.

But I believe we must realize in our hearts, someday it may happen
unless the hearts of the Canadian politicians are opened to deal fairly with
our people by honoring and respecting our inherent rights and our treaty
rights as Aboriginal peoples of this land.

We are merely asking the Canadian politicians to honor and respect
what the Creator has given to the Red Nations and what our ancestors
agreed to by the signing of the treaties to stop the bloodshed of all people.

So I say to the warriors of the First Nations, let us advise our leaders to
join the unity of the defence pact for the good of our people.

We must also continue to pray to our Creator for the strength of our
warriors’ spirits and his strengths.

In the spirit of Crazy Horse,

Larry Carlston

Lakota warrior

Interim President, National Native
Brotherhood / Sisterhood Council

Indians too modest |

Dear Editor:

I wondered why the Indians don’t honor their outstanding and notable
people.

Are the Indians too modest and humble to acclaim their commendable
individuals?
Non-Native people have made a virtual industry out off honoring them-
selves

They have bestowed upon themselves plaques, trophies, cyations
awards statues and monuments in nearly every field of endeavor and pro-
fession. Are the Indians less estimable?

Tom Prince, Canada’s most decorated Indian soldier, isn’t well known
while his American counterpart, Ira Hayes is immortalized in bronze.

I’'m sure that there are Indians from the past and present who are worthy
of honorable mention for their accomplishments and contributions to their
people and society.

Sincerely,
Michael Gallant
High Level, Alberta




By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA, ONT.

The CBC admits it’s not
happy with its progress in
hiring Natives and other vis-
ible minorities.

But it’s been tough to find
openings for them, because
thousands of jobs have been
lost to corporate belt-tighten-
ing over the last five years,
said CBC spokesman Rich-
ard Chambers.

The Canadian Human
Rights Commission filed a
discrimination complaint
against the CBC and Bell
Canada last month after both
failed to meet a deadline for

agreeing to a joint review of
their employment practices.

“We’re not happy but our
record has been good. We
have not consciously gone out
of our way to discriminate
against the targeted groups,”
said Chambers.

“The results are not as
satisfactory as the targeted
groups would like, as we
would like, as the Human
Rights Commission obvi-
ously would like. We recog-
nize work has to be done.
We’re not happy with the
bottom line statistics,” he said.

Plans are under way to
increase the percentage of
people from minority groups
working at the CBC, he said.

“The CBC is committed

to the hiring of groups desig-
nated by the government for
employment equity,” Cham-
bers said. “Where there’s dis-
agreement is on what should
be done next.”

ButChambers believes the
solution must be viewed as a
two-way street.

“If people, who are mem-
bers of those groups want to
work for us, but haven’t ap-
proached us or knocked on
our doors or made themselves
known to the managers, who
do the hiring, and have ex-
pressed no interest in work-
ing for us, how are we sup-
posed to hire these people in
the first place?” he asked.

Commission spokesman
Sally Southey said Statistics

Dam site monitored
for mercury level

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OLDMAN RIVER DAM

Mercury levels of mem-
bers of the Peigan Reserve
will be closely monitored to
ensure their health isn’t en-
dangered by the construction
of the Oldman River Dam.

Damis can lead to mercury
pollution as happened in
Quebec when giant dams
were built at James Bay and
in northern Manitoha.

Health and Welfare offi-
cials will take hair samples of
Peigan Indians before the
Oldman area is flooded to
measure mercury levels in
their bodies, said Dr. Harold
Hodes, the department’s as-
sistant regional director of
community health programs.

Further studies will be
conducted after the dam is
completed to see if there’s
been an increase.

Maurice Aked, regional
director of the medical serv-
ices branch, said he doesn’t
believe there’ll be a “terribly
significant” increase.

Whether there’s consider-
able pollution depends on if
there’s a substantial amount
of mercury in the rocks and
sand in the area of the dam,
Hodes said.

“It (construction of adam)
frees up the natural mercury.”

Mercury poisoning 1S
“extremely rare,” he said.

“You need very high lev-
els to get that,” he said. “It
can cause nerve damage, it
can cause skin conditions and
it can cause blood condi-
tions.”

DANA WAGG, Windspeaker

The Oldman River: Mercury no problem
Everyone has a certain  Health and Welfare.
amount of mercury in their Alberta Environment stud-

bodies already, Hodes ex-
plained.

A nutritional study by
Health and Welfare is also
planned to determine what
role fish play in the diet of the
Peigan.

“The general logic is if
mercury has increased in the
fish population and people eat
the fish, the mercury will build
up in the people,” said Art
Murphy, regional environ-
mental health officer for

ies indicate mercury pollu-
tion won’t be a problem, said
spokesman Janice Richter.

“We’re going to be skim-
ming all the top soil in the
reservoir to eliminate some
of the possible problems with
mercury,” to take extra pre-
cautions, Richter said.

The Alberta Research
Centre isexamining the envi-
ronment department’s stud-
ies, she said.

Canada figures indicate 4.1
per centof the Native popula-
tion in the prairie provinces is
available and qualified to
work in semi-professional and
technical jobs at the CBC.

But only .1 per cent of the
people working for the cor-
poration in those jobs on the
Prairies 1s Native.

“We have reason to be-
lieve there are problems. Until
we go in and look at the stats
(in more detail), we can’t say
anything about it,” Southey
said.

“We’re not saying these
companies are discriminat-
ing. We’re saying we have
reasonable grounds to believe
there are discriminatory prac-
tices. These reasonable
grounds are the employment
equity stats,” she said.

All federally regulated
companies arerequired to file
annual reports on the number
of workers from the four tar-
get groups (the disabled, vis-
ible minorities, Natives and
women) they employ.

“Almost everybody has
problems” with having a low
percentage of employees
from those groups, said
Southey. “There are few who
don’t.

“You can’t say CBC and
Bell Canada are worse than
the others,” she added.

CBC and Bell were the
only two companies of 19
major employers, which the
commission said it was “‘not
able to persuade to take a hard
look at their employment
practices and policies.”

By filing a complaint, the
commission can now investi-
gate whether the CBCis guilty
of discrimination on the
grounds of sex, race, nation-
ality, ethnic origin or color.

“The target groups won’t
benefit as quickly (as they
would have) through a coop-
erative venture,” Southey
said.

“But it’s clear we were
nowhere near an agreement
with them (the CBC) after
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CBC 'not happy' with hiring record

negotiating for more than
seven months.”

Human Rights chief Max
Yalden said he discussed the
issue with CBC president
Pierre Juneau and there had
been many contacts with the
CBC in attempts to reach an
agreement.

Juneau, 66, stepped down
as president last month after
seven years in the position,

citing the frustrations of con-
tinual budget cuts as a reason
for his retirement.

“We don’: go looking for
legalistic, confrontational
approaches. We’d prefer to
proceed ina cooperative way.
But we were not making any
headway with CBC,” Yalden
said.

“We felt obliged to act as
we said we would,” he said.

Ignorance blocks
job hopes

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA, ONT.

Ignorance remains the biggest obstacle for Natives,
the disabled and visible minorities who are trying to get
ahead in the work force, says the head of Canadian

Human Rights Commission.

“The biggest obstacie is lack of awareness of the
nature of the problem, simply the realistic appreciation
that there is a problem,” said Chief Commissioner Max

Yalden.

“If you recognize you have a problem and determine
you’re going to do something about it, you’re better than

halfway there,” he said.

The commission is stepping up efforts to help Natives,
visible minorities and the disabled have a better shot at
finding a job. It’s hoping to knock down some of the bar-
riers that keep qualified people from these groups from

getting work.

‘“They’re not represented as they should be, including

at the CBC,” said Yalden.

It will take time to make substantial progress, he said.

“It’s a long and difficult process but it’s one I think
Canadians are perfectly capable of carrying out.

“It’s extremely tough since society at large over the
years has tended to ignore groups like those we're talking
about. It’s built into our way of operating. And to change
that is not something you can do overnight or in a

decade,”-he said.

Nor will it happen “by forcing people through the

courts,” Yalden said.

“You’re going to do it by getting the top management
of these institutions to take that kind of thing as seriously
as the other elements of their operational requirements.”

The commission filed discrimination complaints last
month against CBC and Bell Canada after failing to get
them to agree to joint reviews of their employment

practices.

Statistics reported by CBC and Bell under the Em-
ployment Equity Act show women, visible minorities
and Natives may not have enjoyed equal opportunities for

advancement and promotion.

Yalden said the commission would prefer to reach
agreements rather than having to take legal action.
He said it’s a myth the commission wants employers

to hire unqualified people.

“Nobody will ever be asked to hire anyone, who can’t
do the job,” Yalden maintains.

- Tumbleweeds

By Tom K. Ryan
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FLAILING FROG.. WHEN
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Helping Hands: Edmonton policé tend to a victim of inner city violence

GARY GEE, Windspeaker

Most murder victims Native

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

More than half the people
murdered in Edmonton this
year were Native, said the
head of the Edmonton Police
Department homicide divi-
sion.

The stabbing death of John

Bennett Thrasher, a 25-year-
old Indian from the North-
west Territories, was the third
skid row murder in over a
month and the 10th murder
victim of 1989, Murray
Barker said.

Barker said six of those
killed were Native.

Thrasher died in hospital
from a single stab wound to
the chest after being stabbed
by an unknown attacker.

He was found bleeding
outside a downtown bar last
Sunday.

Edmonton’s last slaying
occurred in the same area,
outside the York Hotel Tav-
ern at 10401 96 St.

Barker said 25 homicides
occurred in Edmonton in
1988, and five were on skid
Tow.

“Ofthose victims, only one
was Native,” he said.
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"CEREMONIAL PROCESSION" BY
LAUREN WUTTUNEE

A FESTIVAL OF ART BY ALBERTA NATIVE ARTISTS

JULY 28 -SEPTEMBER 2, 1989
TUESDAYS - SATURDAYS, 10:00AM - 5:00PM

THE FRONT GALLERY
12302 JASPER AVENUE, EDMONTON

TELEPHONE: 488-2952

THIS SHOW AND SALE IS PROUDLY
PRESENTED BY THE ALBERTA INDIAN ARTS
AND CRAFTS SOCIETY

Barker said there 1s a cur-
rent rash of alcohol-related
stabbings involving Native
people in the Edmonton skid
row area.

“Weare finding a lot more
people are carrying knifes,”
he said. :

Barker said most of the
murder victims knew or were
associated with their attack-
ers.

There were 16 murders in
Edmonton at this time last

year, Only one native was
killed in 1988, Barker said.

Detectivesdonot have any
suspects in Thrasher’s slay-
ing.

Anyone with information
about the murder is asked to
call the police complaint line
at 4234567 or Crime Stop-
pers at 422-8477 (TIPS).

Native volunteers

sought by police
to help victims

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Police recruitment of Na-
tive volunieers met  with
both skeptism and praise
during a victims services
meeting downtown Wednes-
day.

Native social service rep-
resentatives were on hand to
hear of the Edmonton Police
Department’s newest initia-
tive to attract area Native’s to
its multicultural division.

The victims services
branch needsmore volunteers
io help console crime victims
during in-home visits, said
sgt. John Warden.

Warden said Native repre-
sentation is lacking in Ed-
monton.

“We feel we are not doing
all we could for the Native
communities,” he said.

Barbara Budesheim, out-
reach worker at the Boyle
Street Co-op, commended the
idea but questioned the proc-
ess.

New

“Buthow are they (Native
volunteers) going to get to
these places. Many of them
don’t drive,” she added.

She said the reason more
Natives haven’t volunteered
in the past is because they
don’t know about the service.

Warden said his depart-
ment 1s working to get the
word out to surrounding Na- -
tive communities in Edmon-
ton that Native participation
is required.

“Our focus is on the vol-
unteer. We are offering train-
ing in the whole realm of

vicums services and hope
Natives will take advantage

of the opportunities,” he said.

He noted that a real need
for Native volunteers is evi-
dent in the city’s skid row
area because of the large ratio
of Natives who live there.

Victims services operates
a 24-hour crisis hotline, per-
sonal support system, follow-
up assistance, and victim’s
information service.

For more information on
victims services call 421-
2213.

IAA

board elected

There are five new direc-
tors on the board of the Indian
Association of Alberta.

BarbaraLouis waselected
by the membership of the IAA
at the recent 46th annual
meeting to join John Samson
and Peter Bird as the Treaty 6

Angust 19 - 27 1989
Jack Smger
Concert E all Foyer,

For further information contact
(403) 251-3826 or Calgary Tourism
& Convention Bureau Information
FUNN Line (403) 262-3866

in Co-operation
with Alberta Tourism

representatives. She replaces
Louis Wayne.

Alex Crowchild and
Howard Beebe Jr. were
elected Treaty 7 directors,
joining Frances Weaselfat.
They replace Regena Crow-
child and Floyd Smith.

And Fred Duranger and
William Beaver were elected
Treaty 8 directors, replacing
Charles Beaver and Robert
Cree. Also serving Treaty 8
are Bernard Meenen and Pe-
ter Joyce.

FOLLOW
THE
CROWD

The Canadian
Red Cross Society
has been involved in
the training and
teaching of basic
swimming and water
safety for over forty
years.

Foliow a Canadian
tradition and register
in a Red Cross Water
Safety program today.




GRASSROOTS

August 4, 1989, WINDSPEAKER, Page 7

:::):;’:‘ LR

e "‘ ,._‘;.-. e

A IR e 3.55 R AR

Edson flooded by requests for help

ing of the Alberta Native

By Gary Gee Friendship Centres Associ-

Windspeaker Staff Writer

ation, the Edson centre pre-
sented a proposal to join
the provincial group, which
has 14 members. Without
membership in the group,
the centre has been told it
won't receive any federal
funding.

But the provincial asso-
ciation's board of directors
stipulated that any friend-
ship centre president must
work as a volunteer and the
positions of president and
executive director be two
separate positions held by
two different individuals.

Edson's board of direc-
tors rejected that position
because Johnstone would
have to resign one of her
positions. She earns a full-
time salary as executive
director ‘but was elected as
president.

The association's stand
jeopardizes the centre's
chances of receiving feder-
al funding to hire paid staff,
claims Johnstone.

Despite 40 letters of rec-
ommendation from local
agencies, Johnstone says
the federal Secretary of
State rejected an earlier
funding request because it
does not belong to the
provincial association.

~ Karen Colliqs, the asso-
ciation's executive director,

says while there is no
clause in the association's

EDSON, Alta.

A dispute between the
Alberta Native Friendship
Centres Association and the
Edson Friendship Centre is
leaving the town's Native
community without ade-
quate support services, the
centre's executive director
charges.

"People are in desperate
situations. I have case files
three feet high. The need is
here. The people are here.
They are in crisis," says
Sharron Johnstone, who
also serves as its president.

Johnstone says the cen-
tre, which runs on volun-
teers, is overloaded by
requests for help. The ser-
vices include family and
job counselling, handling
queries about the justice
system, unemployment
insurance and welfare as
well as helping the poor
and hungry.

The centre, which
opened in 1984, serves
more than 800 people from
eight communities around
Edson.

Since Edson's Native
Outreach office closed last
November, the centre has
now taken over its job
referral function, Johnstone

said.
At the annual June meet-

Edson cultural centre: Volunteers are keeping the centre running

constitution that states one
person cannot hold both
positions, the association
did not want to set a prece-
dent by allowing Edson to
be an exception.

Association president
George Maillot says there
would be a conflict of
interest if one person held
the position of executive
director and president.

"We do not have any
president of friendship
centres in Canada as paid
positions. The executive
director is the only paid
position. The president

Helen Gladue: /AA ignoring treaty women concerns

must be a volunteer. When
it comes to voting, which
one is she (Johnstone) rep-
resenting? It must be one
or the other," he said.
Johnstone says she has

offered to resign one of her

positions.

"If I'm in the way of my
community, then I can go,"
she said.

But the ‘membership
voted unanimously to ask
her to stay on in both
capacities.

Her contribution was
too important to kecp the
centre running, Val Find-

Gladue:

lay, the centre's vice-presi-
dent claims.

"She's a good president
and runs it well as an
administrator. We wouldn't
accept her resignation.
Why should she resign just
because a provincial orga-
nization wants to tell us
what to do in our communi-
ty?"

Without federal or
provincial funding, the cen-
tre will rely. on volunteer
fund-raising as it has done
for the last four years, said
Findlay.

GARY GEE, Windspeaker

Johnstone says volun-
teers at the centre have
logged over 2,100 days in
the past year to keep the
centre operating.

"Everything we do is a
real struggle. It would be a
lot easier if we had some
kind of funding. The people
who are really suffering are
the Native peopie in Edson.

"We are trying to be
self-sufficient. But every-
where we turn, we've been
running into dead ends and
brick walls for the last
year," she said.

Treaty Women
want their
concerns heard

By Jeanne Lepine
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Alberta’s treaty women of
Albertabelieve their concerns
were ignored at the recent
Indian Association of Alberta
assembly, says the President
of the Advisory Council of
Treaty Women.

Helen Gladue said poor
communication from boththe
federal and provincial gov-
ernments, and lack of written
reports from various leaders
are of great concem to the
organization.

“Without proper commu-
nication it is difficult for the
organization to meet its man-
date, whichistoinform treaty
women on the issues that
affect them,” she said.

The treaty women pre-
sented the IAA with a sum-
mery report on their involve-
ment with treaty Indian con-
cerns and problems that they

encounter on a daily basis.

Gladue encourages the
treaty women to keep up their
fight for equality.

“When treaty Indians get
the runaround from Social
Services, we advocate on their
behalf. There is a big prob-
lem in the area of social serv-
ices,” Gladue said.

“The lack of interpretation
of the provincial and federal
regulations contribute tosome
of the problems that treaty
Indians encounter with social
services.

“We have submitted rec-
ommendations to the execu-
tive of IAA , to develop a task
force for the purpose of re-
viewing the welfare manual,”
Gladue said.

Gladue urges

Native leaders to be
more dedicated to the cause
of treaty rights.

Other areas of concern
Gladue would like to see
addressed by the chiefs and

council are:

e Treaty Indian veteran’s
rights including the policy
pertaining to widows.

» The lack of reactions by
chief and council to govern-
ment movement on treaty
rights.

 Treaty rights incorporated
into agriculture, hunting, fish-
ing, trapping, and Indian
Health Care Commissjon.

» Child care cases.

Gladue recently received
acertificate of meritinrecog-
nition for her work with Na-
tives in their struggle for self
determination and her dedi-
cation to the IAA.

“Gladue says she has been
involved with the Indian
movement for 23 years.

During that time she has
never missed an annual as-
sembly.

Sherecallshaving to hitch-
hike to a few of the assem-
blies, because she was
strapped for cash.
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Helloooooo, out there. I know where I am, but do I know
where you are?

Of course not, I have trouble keeping track of myself.

I wish I did know where you were so we could sit down,
have a cup of tea and shoot the bull.

So, why don’t you help me out and give me a call or drop
me a letter. Just remember, don’t send your dog after me.
On with some of the happenings.

DROPPIN' IN

By Jeanne Lepine

Telephone (403) 455-2700 to put your
community happenings considered here
free of charge...no news is too small.

Native elders and children, traditionally held in high es-
teem in Native culture, were the focus of the July 19 Indian
Association of Alberta meeting at Hobemma.

Westaskiwin MP Willie Littlechild was presented with the
1989 Ralph Steinhauer Memorial Award for his outstanding
contribution to Native leadership.

The IAA presented lifeime achievement awards to a num-
ber of individuals who have dedicated their time, talent and
energies to improving lives of Alberta Indians.

Lifetime achievement awards were presented to Harry
Chonkolay, chief of the Dene Tha’ band, John Samson from
the Samson band, Frank Cardinal from Sucker Creek band and
John Testawits from the Duncan band.

Chonkolay, Canada’s longest serving chief, also received
the David Crowchild award for his dedication and distin-
guished service to the Indian Association of Alberta.
Certificates of merit were presented to both Native and
non-Native individuals who worked for and with Natives in
their struggle for self-determination.

For outstanding achievement and dedication to the Indian
Association of Alberta, Emest Crane of Saddle Lake band,
Sylvia Arcand of Alexander band, Raven Lawrence Macki-
naw of the Ermineskin band and Helen Gladue of Beaver Lake
band won certificates of merit.

Certificate of Merits for compassion and services towards
treaty- Indians were presented to Native Services Unit consult-
ant Louise Hayes and RCMP Native Policing co-ordinator
Tony Mahone.

Carolyn Janvier was presénted with an award named after
her for outstanding leadership for Native women. She has
been a foster mother to 151 native children.

Nine young people were presented with Willie Littlechild
Achievemeént Awards in recognition of their outstanding
academic, athletic achievements and the contributions they
have made to their communities.

From the treaty 6 area, Deanne Rain, Reginald Cardinal
and Dale Raine were the recipients. From the treaty 7 area the

and Tammy Dodging Horse. From the treaty 8 area, Margo
Yellowknee, Boyd Kiyanasew, and Glenda Gladue were the
recipients.

Congratulations to all the winners.
EDMONTON: If you would like to find out more about

archaeology and prehistoric Native technology, why not at-
tend the Junior Archaeologists’ summer camp. You must be
between the ages of 13 and 17.

On July 28, participants learned the basic procedures and
techniques of archaeological excavation and data analysis.
On August 11, the focus will be on prehistoric technoiogy.
The participants will have the opportunity to make a weapon
or tool from bone and stone. They will also be shown how to
identify artifacts from different periods and technology devel-
opment.

The session costs $5. The program is offered by the
Strathcona Archaeological Centre. For further information,
call Wendy at 431-2368.

The White Braid Society is hosting their A p?gust bingos on
Augast 9 at the Westend Bingo Centre and August 19 at the
Fort Road Bingo hall. The White Braid dancers will be
performing at the upcoming Edmonton Folk Festival and
Hentage Days.

WHITEHORSE: Louise Profit-Leblanc, co-ordinator for
the 2nd annual Northemn Native Storyteller Festival, reports
the Whitehorse festival was a success, with storytellers from
across Canada.

There were several different workshops on the art of
storytelling. Tents were set up with different themes, such as:
Mask and Drum, Wives, Old Ones (where old legends were
told), song and dance, and last but not least, there was a tent
for children only.
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Jr. archeologists dig camp

One of the main attractions was the Northern Tent. This
was what one would call a swapper s tent, where one could
spin a yarn or pull a leg, as the saying goes.

FORT CHIPEWYAN: The community held a potluck sup-
per by the lake in Father Casterman’s honor last Friday.

After serving the northern communities for the past 30

years, he has been transferred to Ottawa, where he will work
with the bishops.

The weather and food was commendable for the supper.
The Cree, Chip, Metis and locals presented Casterman with a
number of gifts. He will be missed.

En route to Ottawa, Casterman commented that he would
miss the North and its beautiful people.
~ Father Casterman was the chairman for the Fort Chipey-
wan bicentennial committee. The committee are putting the
finishing touches on one of their final projects: a brand new
museum. It’s hoped the building will be completed in time for
a grand opening in September.

The Fort Chipewyan exhibit presently on display at The
Provincial Museum in Edmonton to return to Fort Chip once
the winter road is opened.

HIGH PRAIRIE: Heritage Days will be held Aug. 7in High
Prairie’s Civic Park, across from the swimming pool.
The Eagle Day Program at the Rocky Native Friendship

Center is still under way until Aug. 31. So, there’s still time for
children ages 5-13 to attend.

LAC LA BICHE: Native Perspective reporter Doris Bill will
be leaving the radio station to work in her own community of
Whitehorse, Yukon.

Doris and I took the Native Communication course to-
gether in Edmonton five years ago. I enjoyed studying and
later on working with her before the radio station relocated.
Our loss will be the Yukon’s gain.

Keep in touch, Doris.

DRIFTPILE: The annual powwow and sports day will be
held Aug. 11-13. Wilson Okeymaw will be master of ceremo-
nies.

The powwow will feature many traditional dancer compe-
titions and the sports competitions will feature archery, horse-
shoes, Native -handgames and other favorites. There will be
something for everyone.

ST. PAUL: The Metis Association of Alberta’s 61st assem-
bly, Aug. 11-13, will be holding comprehensive workshops
on the new framework agreement with Alberta.

There will be a variety of activities such as a fiddling
contest,.a parade, a Miss Metis Alberta Pageant and a slow-
pitch tournament.
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There will be a sober dance Aug. 12 and an elders banquet
on Friday and Saturday night. Traditional foods will be
featured.

I haven’t received any requests for birthday, wedding,
anniversary or birth announcements as yet, and I know there
has to be a celebration every day.

Icame acrossallittle brown dog the otherday, and I thought[
for sure someone was sending me a message by their dog.

Y ou should have seen me in the park, checking the collar
and ears of this little animal.

He didn’t hang around too long, I can tell you that. He was
so scared he was trembling. And I had a feeling he knew I
asked that you not send your dog after me.

Till next ime; God bless.

.............

s
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Doris Bill: ‘Going home to the Yukon'

recipients were Vincent Lee Breaker, Cynthia North Peigan,

Blackfoot reached cash deal

"It establishes a new

By Dana Wagg
financial and administrative

Windspeaker Staff Writer

relationship between the
tribe and the federal gov-
ernment. It is also an
encouraging step for all
Indian governments in
Alberta," Turbayne said.

CALGARY
The Blackfoot Band has
reached a unique funding
agreement with Ottawa.
The deal, which is the

first of its kind in Alberta,
will give $6.6 million to the
southern Alberta band in
1989 under an Alternative
Funding  Arrangement
(AFA) with the federal gov-
ernment.

"This agreement is a
stepping-stone towards
developing an Indian self-
government framework
before Dec. 1989," said

‘Chief Strater Crowfoot.

"This agreement, which
is for one year, allows the
tribe to work things through
before a multi-year agree-
ment is signed in April
1990," he said.

Indian Affairs
spokesperson Elizabeth
Turbayne said the Black-
foot tribe was being given
as much authority as possi-
ble under current legisla-
tion.

It's a sign Ottawa is
committed to giving Indian
governments increased
control over their affairs,
she claims.

The AFA gives the
3,700-member Blackfoot
Tribe responsibility for
social development, com-
munity services, band
membership and economic
development.

Since the program's
inception about three years
ago, 32 AFA agreements
have been signed with a
total value of more than
$334 million.

Alberta is the last of the
10 provinces to sign an
AFA with Ottawa, said Jim
Fleury, Jr., acting program
director for the province.

The agreement signed
with the Blackfoot is "prob-
ably one of the larger one-

year agreements.

"The Blackfoot Tribe is
a very progressive tribe.
They have a very responsi-
ble council and a very com-
petent administration,"”
Fleury said.

"The prospects arc fairly
good for a couple more
AFA agrecments (to be
signed) this year," he said.

But Bigstone Chief
Chuckie Beaver said he's
not intercsted.

“It would be a long time
before we go into an
AFA," he said.

Existing funding is not
adequate, he said.

Beaver said he also
doesn't like the strings
attached to an Alternative
Funding Arrangemcnt.
He'd prefer to be given a
lump sum of money, which
the band could decide how
to spend.

"We can establish our
own policies and programs
to develop our own pco-
ple," he said.

University of Alberta -
Native studies professor
Michael Asch said Ottawa

and Natives strongly dis-
agrec on what type of self-
government is acceptable.

The signing of an AFA
"is a significant step but
it's not a sure step towards
self-government. Hopeful-
ly, it is,” he said.

But there docs seem to
be a willingness by Natives
to accept what the federal
government is willing to
offer within existing legis-
lation, he said.

"The danger of not
accepting what the fedcral
government is offering is
you still have the Indian
Affairs regime, which
everyone wants to get rid
of," Asch said.

However, he said, it
seems clear from Crow-
foot's remarks that AFAs
and similar arrangements
are seen as steps towards
self-government.

The danger of accepting
Ottawa's offers is the feder-
al government can cancel
the programs, he said.

"They (the Blackfoot)
have decided to take that
chance," Asch said.
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By Lyle Donald
Windspeaker Correspondent

BATOCHE, SASK.

With temperatures soaring
over 30 F, an estimated 2,000
Metis people from across
Canada gathered here to cele-
brate the annual “Back to
Batoche Days” last weekend.

And although the turnout
wasa disappointment, organ-
izers still consider the week-
end a success.

“Even though it was one
of thelowest turnouts we have
had in a while, it was still a
big success,” said organizer
and Metis National Council
president Ron Rivard.

“Most of all, we made a
profitand we never fell into a
deficit.”

Beauvel’s annual jambo-
ree and the North Battleford
powwow drew much of the
crowds from Batoche, which
has hosted 20,000 for the
celebrations in recent years,
Rivard said.

Batoche Days are well
known for their high-calibre
Metis square-dance, jigging,
and fiddling competitions.
And this year was no excep-
tion, with competitors com-
ing from across the country to

3,000 people

LYLE DONALD, Windspeaker
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take part in the three-day Tuning in: Reg Bouvette , one of Canada's top fiddlers provided some of the music for the dance competition

event.

Three of Canada’s top fid-
dlers, Reg Bouvette of Mani-
toba, Calvin Vollrath of Al-
berta, and Johnny Arcand of
Saskatchewan, provided the
music for the dance competi-
tions.

“I come to Batoche every
year and enjoy competing in
the different events,” said
Rose Boyer of Saskatchewan.

“This is my culture and I am
going to make sure my grand-

children have the same pride
in their culture as me and my
children.”

Other cultural events such
as the bannock:making con-
test and the traditional Metis
dress contest, add=d a lot of
extra color to the weekend
event.

Make room in the kitchen
ladies, because whenitcomes
to making bannock, George

George Lafleur of Sled Lake made the best and

|

fluffiest gravy soaking

Lafleur of Sled Lake, Sas-
katchewan made the best and
fluffiest gravy-soaking bis-
cuits around.

Lafleur not only won the
bannock-making contest, but
he also took first place in the
traditional dress in his buck-
skin suit.

Another major highlight
was the procession to the mass
grave site, commemorating
the 1885 Riel Resistance.

LYLE bONALD, Windspeaker

biscuits around. His buckskin suit also took first place in the traditional

dress category.

One group left on the
march after mass services at
the grounds, lead by British
Columbia Metis Federation
President Norm Evans and
Father Doucette, who walked
behind an RCMP escort.

The procession featured
speeches by Metis leaders of
the Prairie provinces.

A second group lead by
Maria Campbell did not want
an RCMP escort.

A traditional pipe cere-
mony was held, not only to
recognize the men who fought
for the land, but also their
wives, mostly treaty women
who stood by their sides
throughout the battle for Metis
rights.

Unlike the firstceremony,
there were no scheduled
speakers, but anyone who

wanted to speak was given
the Eagle feather.

“Next year, we will be
getting together with the other
groups so our dates will not
conflict with their events,”
Rivard said.

Contest Winners:

Square Dancing-
Ist: Chief Burly Memo-
rial Dancers (Sask)
2nd: Pegus Riverside
Dancers (Manitoba)

Senior Jigging (male) -

1st: Tim Cote
2nd: Mitch Miller
3rd: Harry Lawrence

Senior Jigging (female) -
1st: Thereasa Desjarlais
2nd:Josephine Whitehawk
3rd: Eliga Lawrence

Junior Jigging (male) -

Ist: Richard Whitehawk
2nd: Wescott Sutherland
3rd: Wendall Sutherland

Junior Jigging (female) -
1st: Pamela Whitehawk
2nd: Tamara Cameron
3rd: Camillia Bragent

Junior Fiddling -
Ist: Randy Hamilton

Senior Fidding -
1st: Dean Bernier
2nd: Alf Peterson
3rd: Paul Olson

Bannock Making (Senior)-
1st: George Lafleur
2nd: Eliga Lawrence

Buckskin Parade -

S L)
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1st: George Lafluer
2nd: Rose Boyer

Horseshoe Toss -
Ist: Don Hershy

2nd: Dustin Quewezanze
3rd: Tom Fiddler

Tug-o-war (Women’s) -
Ist: Hawkeye Team

Tug-o-war (Men’s) -
Ist: Hawkeye Team

Talent Show -
Ist: Peggy Vernette
2nd: Amold Renier
3rd: Justin Cash

Mr. & Mrs. Batoche -
Gil Cardinal
Peggy Vemette
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‘The community of Susa Creek: A new beginning around the corner

| By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

SUSA CREEK, ALTA.

From the Smoky and Kawka Rivers north
towards Grande Prairie to the Berland River
south towards Jasper National Park lie grave-
yards and old campsites which only local Indi-
ans can find.

Marked by wooden crosses, the graves serve
as a ghostly reminder that an indigenous group
of nomadic people roamed that vast expanse of
prairie at one time, beginning more than one-
hundred-cighty years ago.

Historians say the area was inhabited by a
group of Freemen and Iroquois Indians who
came west from Eastern Canada with the fur
traders in the early 1800s.

By1819, and possibly a decade earlier, the
group were hunting and trapping in the moun-
tainous regions near the upper waters of the
Smoky River, according to research compiled
in a doctoral thesis by University of Alberta
graduate student Gertrude Nicks.

Seasonal trapping and fur trading forced a
nomadic lifestyle where the group came into
contact with other Native groups in a large
expanse of territory in west-central Alberta,
resulting in intermarriage and economic part-
nerships.

Nick’s research also indicates that nine-
teenth century fur trading accounts refer to
Freemen and Iroquois in the area between
Jasper House and the south side of the Peace
River as if they were members of the same
regional band.
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Many of the Iroquois remained and settled
in the area. They also had strong ties to the
Roman Catholic church and the pilgrimage to
the tiny hamlet of Lac Ste. Anne every sum-
mer, beginning in 1889, became a significant
part of their summer activities. Some Iroquois
also settled there.

Nick’s research shows thatby 1911, alarge
area around Jasper was set aside as a national
park and with the arrival of the Grand Trunk
Railroad, the Iroquois people who had settled
there were deemed tobe “squatters” and evicted.
The dispossessed families were promised the
freedom and right to settle anywhere outside
park boundaries.

Some moved to the community of Entrance
just outside the park and others moved further
north to the Grande Cache area and settled
there.

Today, 79 years later, the descendants of
that indigenous group near Grande Cache are
attempting to resurrect their claim to aborigi-
nal title of the area based on their lengthy
occupation of land in the area.

People in the Native communities of Susa
Creek, Muskeg Seepee, Kamasak Enterprises,
Wanyandie Flats, Victor Lake and Joachim
Enterprises, which lie just outside the town of
Grande Cache, have applied to the federal
department of Indian Affairs for status as treaty
Indians.

The communities are situated within the
boundaries of Treaty 8, but claim their groups
were forgotten when that treaty was signed in
1899.

“We were missed, basically left out of the
treaty signing. We plan to finally challenge

A SPECIAL INVEST

Treaty 8 status soug

Dave MacPhee:
Leading the fight

that,” declared Susa Creek resident Dave
MacPhee whe is leading the fight to gain treaty
status.

Four years ago, a genealogical study was
begun to determine the heritage of the esti-
mated 350 Native residents living in the six co-
operatives around Grande Cache.

According to MacPhee, the findings deter-
mined thata majority of the inhabitants were of
Cree Indian heritage.

Using church records, family documents,
Hudson’s Bay fur trading records, and archival
material, they discovered at least 80 per cent of
all residents were of Indian descent.

The rest, said MacPhee, are non-status
Indians and Metis.

Summer recreation: Horses still roam wild in the Susa Creek community
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In 1972, the Alberta government awarded
the communities near Grande Cache 4,150
acres of land to settle claims to aboriginal title
for the area. In addition, they were granted
temporary hunting and trapping rights.

MacPhee said the agreement, which created
the co-ops, is considered too inadequate by the
residents.

Time is running out on the communities, he
said. With no mechanism for economic devel-
opment, the communities are stagnating, he
said.

In addition, the land is subject to property
taxes but MacPhee said a majority of residents
have not paid taxes in three years because most
of them cannot find employment.

“It’s just a matter of time before the govern-
ment does something,” he noted.

Life in the co-operatives has always been
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