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pact alarms spy network

August 11,1989

Defence

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

A A g A

: OTTAWA
5 Canada’s spy agency could reopen a nationwide investiga-
tion of Native groups suspected of subversion if a recently
: signed mutual defense pact gains momentum, an agency
f spokesman said.

Gerry Cummings told Windspeaker the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) is monitoring the development of
the Treaty Alliance of North American Aboriginal Nations.

He said CSIS could step up surveillance of Indian bands
involved in the Treaty if the alliance appears to threaten Ca-

nadian security.
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: % “I can’t comment on when, or where or what investigation
. | the service is going to be involved in,” he said. 3

5 “But if the service suspects there will be politically- 3
3 motivated violence in an area, there’s a possibility an investi- [ 4
= gation could begin.” :

5 Nine chiefs recently signed the alliance, which calls for '

A them torally to the aid of bands protesting government policy. 2
Four Native leaders from Alberta, including Lubicon Lake :
) Chief Bernard Ominayak, have signed the pact. L

Cummings said his department is not formally conducting Y
an investigation, but is monitoring developments through %
newspaper articles. ¥

“You don’t react every time you read something in the &
paper,” he said. 3

“But if there’s something that is sustained over a lengthy : 2

L period of time that could fit See CSIS page 2. R 8
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. CFWE- FM now i
| - ¥

on satellite |

‘ 5

u By Jeff Morrow tor Ray Fox, is no one knows - - I §
3 . : ) < i
' Windspeaker Staff Writer  they can tune it in. -
EDMONTON Four Native communities ;

The Aboriginal Multi- in northern Alberta are being 5
media Society of Alberta sent radio signals on CFWE i-
(AMMSA) has been beam-  89.9 FM via satellite. I :
ing satellite transmissions :
from its radio station in Lac _ FrogLake,ColdLake, and ;
La Biche since July 27. the Conklin and Elizabeth :

The only problem with the Metis Settlements are receiv- ;
operation, says station direc- 1ng the 24-hour, high-tech

: transmissions seven days per 3
f week. :
Fox says more of Alberta’s 18
rural Native communities will 8
r~ N be able to pick up the channel %
= = Sept. 1. :
. << “We should have ten come \
2 pea onstream by then,” he said. 3
S e “We should have ten come :
= E-WE onstream by then,” he said.
a<: TS S The first 10 communities
e : L were selected because they
G ~ LUz — do not currently receive Na-
W el i tive Perspective programing
E:' | ayqilabletoall othercommu-
= = — 2= = nities in Alberta that get CBC [
a A The Native programs will e
@l #Soiz= be broadcast in both the JEFF MORROW, Windspeaker 31
d o - ff ¥y Engr!lilsh tztllnrd Cree languages. 33
ol s ¥ e three-phased project S I \
g e will eventually inchﬁiej32 : Jlngle Dancer 3
3 eerIl]quel;:eonn;munitiesinnonh- Deanna Cardinal, a White Braid Society Dancer, captivated crowds during :
. The next location on the EamonipnsHertaga Days.
schedule is Ft. Chipewyan.
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Natlv'és flock to
Heritage Days
festival

Cradleboards
making a
comeback
See Page 20

Young Native
artist comes
of age

See Page 9

QUOTE
OF THE WEEK

"We're not 100
per cent sober,
but we're not
100 per cent
drunk either.
It's somewhere
in between,"
said Calling
Lake
Addictions
counsellor
Josephine
Beaver.

-----
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Calling Lake treatment centre on aroll

By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CALLING LAKE, ALTA.

Anger and grief stemming
from the early deaths of sey-
eral local residents has
spawned a major attack
against drug and alcohol
abuse in this community.

Calling Lake becomes
only the second-mobile treat-
ment program to be held in
Alberta.

The O’Chiese reserve in
west-central Alberta was the
firstreserve in the province to
hold such a program in 1987.

“Very definitely, they saw
fantastic outcomes on their
reserve in terms of numbers
treated. Their follow-up rates
were extremely favorable,”
said community spokesman
Kris Robins.

“Mobile treatment is an
exciting new wave of treat-
ment for the future,” Robins
said.

“We’re taking the treat-
ment to the people versus
taking the people to the treat-
ment,” she said. “What we’re
endeavoring to do is deliver
an in-patientresidential treat-
ment program for alcoholism
in the community of Calling
Lake.”

The one-time, 28-day
program planned for next
summer, will treat the entire
community rather than just
one pe; son ata time, she said.

“It’s an intensive commu-

OOPS

An error appeared in the
story “Gladue: Treaty
Women want their concerns
heard” which ran in the Au-
gust 4 edition of Wind-
speaker.

The first paragraph should
read: “Alberta’s treaty women
believe their concerns are
finally being recognized,
president of the Advisory
Council of Treaty Women
said.”

In the fifth paragraph, it
should read: “Gladue encour-
ages the treaty women tokeep
up their fight against equality
(as defined) under Sec. 15 of
the Charter of Rights.”

“We are special and unique
through the promises of treaty
6 of 1876, treaty 7 of 1877,
and treaty 8 of 1899.

“The Charter of Rights is
trying to make us equal, and
in due course, it will extin-
guish our treaty rights. That’s
why we, as treaty women,
should fight againstit,” stated
Gladue.

Windspeaker apologizes
for any inaccuracy and re-
grets any inconvenience or
embarrassment the article
may have caused.

nity program with long-last-
ing supportsystems being left
in a mobilized and healed
community,” Robins said.
Up to 30 people can be
treated at once, with courses

offered for the spouses and
children of drug and alcohol
abusers.

“The entire community is
invited to participate in some
aspect of the program,” she
said.

Mini-courses intopics like
chemical dependency and
surviving sexual abuse are
planned.

“The intention is to treat
the community collectively
so the community becomes a
resource for itself,” she said.

Calling Lake addictions’
counsellorJosephine Beaver,
who was instrumental in ini-
tiating the program, is opti-
mistic it will have a lasting
impact. '

Beaver said someresidents
who are willing to undergo
treatment are reluctant to
leave their homes and family.

“That seems to stop them
from going. And when they
goout for reatment and come

back, they don’t have the
support; they feel out of
place,” she said.

The committee has been
preparing for the project for
three years.

A conference on Commu-
nity Initiatives in Conquer-
ing Alcohol and Drug Abuse
held at Slave Lake last June
was a major stepping stone in
developing the project. The
list of speakers included Paul

Hanki, the founding father of
mobile treatment projects.

Itwas followed by a series
of 21 workshops held in eight
communities this spring.

“It requires tremendous
community commitment,”
said Robins. “The leadership
has to be fully prepared to
encourage and support the
program, including having
some of its leadership as
clients.”

The community of 400
people must also provide
space for the project, a ba-
bysitting service and social
and recreational programs for
clients. Its aim is to reach
total abstinence within the
community during the 28

days.

One-half of the project
team will be brought in while
the other half will be found
and trained locally. In this
way, when the program ends,
trained people are left behind
in the community.

Beaver said resident Fran-
cois Cardinal got the ball
rolling in the fight against
alcoholism.

Six to eightalcohol-related

deaths over a period of 18
months prompted him to
organize a community pot-
luck supper in 1987.
At the gathering, residents
came to pour out their feel-
ings of “grief, lossand anger”
about the deaths.

“It was the community
grieving together,” she said.

Beaver said interest in
sober activities is growing at
Calling Lake and alcohol
abuse has tapered during the
last few years.

“We’re not 100 per cent
sober, but we’re not 100 per
cent drunk either. It’s some-
where in between.”

Gas-sniffing remains a
problem with adolescents on

the reserve.

“It is a concern to me and
the other residents in the
community, especially the
families.”

The $100,000 mobile
treatment project is funded
by Health and Welfare (Can-
ada).

Agencies represented on
the 30-member committee
include the Alberta Alcohol
and Drug Abuse Commission
(AADAC) , the Metis Re-
gional Council, the Alberta
Vocational Centre, the Na-
tional Native Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Program, the
Bigstone Band and Native
Counselling Services of Al-
berta.

Atikameg/Whitefish,
which also submitted a pro-
posal to host a mobile treat-
ment project, is “still very
much interested and we want
very much to encourage their
goal,” said Robins.

“We believe this is a very
viable way of providing treat-
ment in communities and we
want as many communities
aspossible toconsideritasan
alternative.” she added.

Defence pact alarms spy agency

From page one

under our mandate, perhaps
at some point an investiga-
tion could begin.”

CSIS agents conducted an
investigation of Indian bands
they believed may use vio-
lence last March.

Cummings said the probe
was in response to remarks
made by Assembly of First
Nations Grand Chief Georges

Erasmus who said violence

by Natives is likely if their
grievances aren’t taken seri-
ously.

CSIS is responsible for
investigating groups believed
to be engaging in espionage
or threatening violence
against Canada.

CSIS took control of the
spy agency from the RCMP
in 1984 after agents were
accused of using electronic
surveillance devices to ob-
tain information.

Lawrence Courtoreille,
regional vice chief of the
Assembly of First Nations
(AFN), said a potential in-
vestigation comes as no sur-
prise to Canada’s top Native
politicians.

He said Native leaders
believe investigations have
been on going since 1984
when Canadian intelligence
was controled by the RCMP.

“Native leaders are use to
being followed and being
spied on. It is nothing new,

and it probably will continue,”
he said.

Northern Ontario Treaty 3
Grand ChiefRobin Green said
Native leaders are committed
to strengthening Native rights
by combining their efforts.

“It is our right (to have an
alliance). In fact, we have
more of a right than anybody
to pull together,” he said.

“We are Canada’s Abo-
riginal people. The govem-
ment of Canada has no right
to keep us apart.”

Tumbleweeds

By Tom K. Ryan

NO, THE LATESTVIEDIA BLITZ
THE AJAX LINOLEUM (CO.

“)

' WHY, MAYBE EVEN
'EM! SOMEVAY YOU'LL !
PE FAMOUS...




By Dana Wagg
Windspeaker Staff Writer

WABASCA, ALTA.

An outbreak of whooping
cough at Wabasca area has
finally been brought under
control, says the local doctor.

However, it’s been at least
amonth since there have been
any cases of the dreaded,
childhood illness, said Dr.
Vishay Dunraj.

“It’s definitely settled
down,” Dunraj said.

The outbreak had parents
inthe areaand from the nearby
Bigstone reserve concerned,
he said.

“Itcan be very serious and
even fatal, especially to kids
under a year. In the past, when
there was no immunization,
whooping cough was one of
the killer discases among
infants.

“It’s very distressing, es-
pecially to parents. The chil-
dren go into bouts of cough-
ing. They go blue and vomit

o, e

Whooping cough under control

after the coughing,” said
Dunra;j.

He said he gave outa lot of
antibiotics to prevent the
spread of the disease in the
community.

Whilehe’s unaware of any
fatalities, there were some
severe cases resulting in long
stays in the hospital. A num-
ber were also sent outside the
community to larger hospi-
tals.

“Wedon’t wait for patients
to get really sick before send-
ing them out,” he said.

P
B

Dunraj said many local
children he trecated weren’t
immunized for whooping
cough.

He attributed this not to
parental neglect but to the
child having a cold or illness
at the time when the vaccines
are given. '

“A lot of them are immu-
nized, but incompletely,” he
said.

Wabasca is located 280
km north of Edmonton.

Experts needed at death scene

By Gord Smiley
Windspeaker Correspondent

STAND OFF, ALTA.

Alberta’s chief medical
examiner says medical per-
sonnel should be involved at
a death scene investigation
though he admits that’s not
always the case, a provincial
inquiry heard Wednesday.

Dr.John Butt told the Rolf
Commission investigating a
series of Blood Indian deaths
he believes a death scene
should beinvestigated by both
police and medical experts.

“Forty per cent of these
death are medically related,”
Butt told inquiry Commis-
sioner Carl Rolf. “There are
only five per cent of the deaths
that are generally of interest
to the police because they are
pursuing an investigation
under the Criminal Code.”

However, Butt told the
inquiry, sitting at the Senator
Gladstone Hall just outside
of here, about 90 km south-

west of Lethbridge, otten a
medical examiner is unable
to attend a death scene and
must rely on police.

In this case, he said the
police officer acts as an in-
vestigator for the medical
examiner’s office.

Buttadded the medical ex-
aminer will also rely on his-
torical information about the
victim, circumstances of the
death and any anatomical
findings before concluding
cause of death.

However, he wamed of
police providing too much
information to the
pathologist’s when conduct-
ing an autopsy and vice versa.

“They (police) shouldn’t
give conjecture as to the the-
ory,” Butt said. “It’s impor-
tant to have factual informa-
tion.

“It’s important to keep
conjecture away from it until
the pathologist has some
anatomical information.”

However, he said oftenit’s
difficult to determine the

cause of death because of
several outside factors includ-
ing alcohol and drugs.

“If you add things in the
realm of drugs and alcohol,
then you bring in further
possibilities that don’t give
us the clear answers as to the
mechanics involved in the
death,” Butt said.

Butt said alcohol is pres-
ent in at least 40 per cent of
unnatural deaths in Alberta.

Alcohol is also the only
common denominator in the
seven deaths already investi-
gated by the inquiry.

Testimony has revealed
alcohol abuse by the victims
which ranges from alcohol-
ism to week-long binges and
delirium tremens.

Relatives of the victims,
however, believe the deaths
have notbeen properly inves-
tigated and have accused
RCMP and Lethbridge city
police of racism.

Earlier, Butt couldn’t
explain to the inquiry why
Bloodreserveresidentsdon’t

Expressions

always hear from his office
concerning the death of a
relative.

Buttsaid a possible reason

is the General Delivery ad-
dress is the one most reserve
residents use.

He said, however, the let-
ters aren’t intended to notify
relatives of the cause of death
but simply to inform them of
the cause of death.

“It gives no specific infor-
mation,” Butt said. “It tells
them where to write and gives
them a brochure which helps
them to understand why we
became involved and the
consequences of what our
involvement might be.”

Butt said the letter is usu-
ally sent three days after an
address can be obtained for
next of kin.

The inquiry was called in
June 1988 by Premier Don
Getty afterarequest by Chief
Roy Fox for an investigation
into what the band believes is
s series of violent Native
deaths.
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DANA WAGG, Windspeaker

Captivating: These smiles belong to Corey - Ann Pruden, 20, and Tina Lameman, 19, both
of Beaver Lake. Tina is the daughter of Chief Al Lameman.
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NEW LAWSUIT

FACES OLDMAN

Environmentalists have set up another potential road-
block to stop the Alberta government from building the
Oldman River Dam.

In a new lawsuit, the Friends of the Oldman
group alleges the Crowsnest River is being ruined by
related efforts to improve fishing.

They claim the provincial Public Works De-
partment s fouling the southern Albertariver with a fish
enhancement program to offset losses expected when
the Oldman Dam floods three river valleys downstream.

Spokesman Martha Kostuch said the group will
argue the province is putting silt into the river.

Man-made structures and boulders are being
dug into the river to provide cover for trout and white-
fish. At the same time, huge backhoes are working goug-
ing out holes for this purpose.

The province will spend $4 million to try to
offset fishing losses from the Oldman dam.

NATIVES SEEK
QUEEN’S HELP

A group of Manitoba Native leaders presented
a letter to Buckingham Palace last week, urging the
Queen to get involved by helping to bring post-secon-
dary education to Canada’s reserves.

“We, the first nations of Manitoba, together
with our breathen first nations across Canada urgently
request Her Majesty the Queen...to join us in protection
of our sacred treaty rights,” the chiefs wrote in the letter.

They were in London for a brief visit while
attending a United Nations convention of Aboriginal
leaders in Geneva, Switzerland.

The letter was personally given to one of the
Queen’s aides at her official residence in central Lon-
don.

A Buckingham Palace spokesman, who spoke
anonymously as is customary in royal tradition, assured
the delegation the Queen would receive and read the
letter.

The letter said the treaties signed with Indian
bands across Canada during the last century guaranteed
education on the reserves.

However, the Mulroney government argues it
applies only to primary school education. Education,
usually a provincial responsibility, falls under federal

"CANADIAN INDIANS APPEAL
TO JESSE JACKSON

Canadian Natives will run from Manitoba to
Illinois to deliver a petition to Reverend Jesse Jackson.

The Run for Human Rights is scheduled to
begin in late August and participants will arrive at
Jackson’s headquarters in Chicago on Sept. 17.

Run coordinator Terrance Nelson said the run
is planned to promote the fact that the United States and
Canadian governments are exploiting Native lands and
resources and still fail to recognize Aboriginal rights.

Soviet Union and European joumnalist will

accompany the runners to publicize Natives’ plight.
The Pembina Anishinabe band chose to deliver

the petition to Jackson because of his record on human
rights.

PAS CHIEF SAYS DEATHS
IMPROPERLY HANDLED

Five or six Native deaths in The Pas area were
improperly handled by RCMP and local police, The Pas
Indian Chief Oscar Lathlin told a Manitoba inquiry.

Lathlin repeated earlier statements that the
murder of Helen Betty Osborne, unsolved for more than
15 years, would have been handled differently if she had

been non-Native.
RCMP lawyer Hymie Weinstein accused the

chief of being prejudiced against non-Natives.

In other testimony, the police officer who fi-
nally cracked the Osbome case said after joining the
investigation in 1983, he realized that the main suspects
and their friends had entered a pact of silence.

Osbome was abducted off a downtown street
by four drunk non-Native youths, who were looking for

sex.
In 1987, one of the men was convicted of

second-degree murder.
The case was finally solved after the constable
appealed for tips from the public in the local newspaper.
The inquiry is examining allegations of cover-
ups, racism and bungled police investigations.
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Dear Editor:

In 1876, an agreement was made
between the non-Natives and the
Treaty Indians of that time.

Littde did the Indians everrealize
that the agreement they were sign-
ing would become a very emotion-
ally-triggered document known
today as Treaty 6.

Theagreement contained “prom-
ises” that the non-Natives had made
to the Indians in those days.

He even went as far as to kneel
and cry, before the Indian saying: “I
will give you what you want, when-
ever you are in need. But lend me
some of your land.”

So the kind-hearted Indian could
not say ‘no” to his fellow man,
since he thought that he would keep
his word. Since living was difficult
at that time, the Indlans agreed to
the signing.

However, before any of them
signed, they first gathered all of
their spiritual needs and possessions.

For sevendays and seven nights,
they prayed with the use of the peace
pipe. Each night and day’s prayer
was quite different than the other

Dear Editor:

Iam writing to you on the issue
of Native educational rights.

This very emotional issue has
had a very tremendous effect on
other Native students, not only on
myself.

Where does federal Indian Af-
fairs Minister Pierre Cadieux get off
saying he’s doing his best for us
Native students, by cutting our
school pay, ignoring us and leaving
us out in the cold.?

Istrongly believe that we, as full-
blooded Treaty Cree Indians, should
receive as much attention as the
French-Canadians, that is, the gov-
emment should take our position
into consideration as they did with
the French Canadians, plea for lan-
guage rights.

So why can’t Mr. Cadieux listen
to what we have to say on Native
human rights.

Furthermore, it was not Non-
Natives who landed in Canada first,

Dear Editor:

I am just a secretary at a televi-
sion/radio station here in White-
horse.

The company I work for broad-
casts the Native television show,
Nedaa, which mean “Your Eye” in
the almost defunct Tagish language

I* of the Yukon.

There is only one elder left who
can speak the language and it won’t
be long before she, too, is gone.

This afternoon, on my
lunchbreak, I sat downonthe hardly-
ever-used couch and picked up the
July 21 issue of your paper.

I was very pleased to see that
your newspaper is so well put to-

gether and that the topics examined

--------------
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prayers before. As a result, most of
the elders and chiefs had not eaten
during those seven gruelling
days of prayer, just to know from
our Creator if this agreement was
the right one for His very first Chil-
dren of this very, very sacred land.

Now close t0 200 years have past
since that historic date in our Native
Cree heritage and background.

The “promises” that were made
at that time, are now being broken,
by the same people who pledged
them, the Non-Natives

Letus take our land, forinstance.
They cancome and actlike we don’t
even exist.

They always try to pretend that
they were the first people to settle
on Mother Earth.

Boy, are they wrong! Do they
even know what Canada means?

I bet you that they don’t even
have a clue to what it really means.
The only people whoknowisus, but
we’re not telling.

Ever since that agreement was
made, some of qur own people have
turned their backs on the Indian way
of life.

Cadieux leaves
students in cold

it was the full-blooded treaty Cree
Indians before him. We should be
treated with honor and respect just
like the Non-Natives.

Iknow alot of treaty Indians who
are attending high school, Univer-
sity or college, but their rights have
been violated, thanks to a very well-
known Minister of Indian Affairs.

Mr. Cadieux is an excellent ex-
ample of how and what the govern-
ment really think about Indians.

The only difference is that, we
are people 100, and yes, we do have
rights for a better future, and not just
the other colored races in Canada.

Also, Natives are just as con-
cemed about education as the rest of
society.

So now, where do we draw the
line over human rights and preju-
dice?

Sincerely,

Loreen Crier, 17

of Hobbema

A full-blooded Cree
Treaty 6 Indian

Windspeaker read
in Whitehorse, too

cover such a wide range.

Iam glad toreport that we here in
Whitehorse read it, too.

I'wouldlike toinvite you to watch
out for Nedaa, which will soon be
broadcast national (except for in the
North) on Friday nights in a pri-
metime slot on CBC Newsworld.

The whole company of Northern
Native Broadcasting, Yukonis very
proud of the expansion.

You may find that the show is
very well assembled and that our
coverage of issues that affect Yu-
kon Natives is like an umbrella for
most Yukoners’ concemns.

Thank you very much and keep
up the good work.

Gloria deVilliers
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Non- natlves breakmg promises

This is especially important for
Native youths of today who seem to
have lost their beliefs, culture, heri-
tage, and language all to the Non-
Native way of living.

Some even hate their own people
and pretend as if they are truly non-
Natives. Too bad they were bomn as
full-blooded Indians to begin with.

Today, our people are dying,
thanks to the people who created all
of these idiotic drugs like cocaine,
heroine, angel dust, and marijuana.

But alcohol is the most common
substance consumed by Indians,
which also kills them frequently,
either in caraccidents or other tragic
violence.

Thank you Non-Natives for cre-
ating such dumb substances, telling
us they will make us feel “good”.

But, no, they didn’t make us feel
they way at all. Instead they and us
feel guilty of ever listening or copy-
ing Non-Natives, thinking that it
would do us some good; talk about
stupidity. Never again will we be
fooled, at least not me.

For I know what’s going to hap-
pen if I was to lose my identity, it
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would mean that] am no one. Noth-
ing. And I don’t want that to ever
happen to me, for I will never be
forgiven by the Creator if I do.

Now the Non-Natives say it’s us
who’s killing us, well who the heck
made those drugs?

By the sake of God, please don’t
point at us, because it was not us
who did. Look at the person with

the different colored skin.

Also,in 1981, Canada introduced
a document known as the Canadian
Charter of Rights & Freedoms. It’s
for all of the other ethnic Canadian
citizens, not just Natives.

So now I ask you, since we can-
not have our treaty rights, then why
should Canada have the Charter of
Rights? After all, it’s only fair,
don’t you think?

Truly,
Loreen Crier

P.S.

I wish I don’t offend anyone due to
this. I just want to express my
opinion on this issue,

Time to get on
with land claim

Dear Editor:
Idon’twantto appearas a prophel

or some kind of person that can see

into the future.

But I am starting to become con-
cerned about our land claims.

It seems there is no end to the im-
migrants that are coming into Can-
ada.

In time, these immigrants are
going to start moving on to the land.

Ibelieve thatmany of them come
here with money or capital to buy up
property. How long will it be until
they start buying land from the
Government in large quantities?

I will use China as an example.
These people are over populated in

their own country, so what are they
going to do?

I think that Canada must look
pretty inviting to them. They have
started fighting amongst themselves
already so they will want to move
someplace.

I wonder if my nephews, nieces
and my younger relatives are going
to end up working for these people,
working for peanuts, no doubt. Not
being able to have land of their own,
they will have no choice.

Solet’s getmoving on these land
claims.

Stan Gladstone

Samson member
questions chief's
support for pact

Dear Editor:

I am writing in regards to your

July 28, 1989 edition.

I congratulate you and your staff

writers for doing a great job of re-
porting on the 46th Annual Indian
Association of Alberta Assembly.

The reports were very informa-
tive as to the positive steps the elected
Indian Association of Alberta ex-
ecutives are making toward the fu-
ture of all Native people of Alberta.

I'hope to see more of this kind of
unity in working toward having the
federal and provincial governments
live up to their responsibilities of
honoring our treaty rights.

The Panee Agriplex also did a
great job of hosting this year’s as-
sembly and trade show.

There is one article in that edi-
tion I will comment on and it is
entitied Bands to Join Defence Pact
by Gary Gee.

As a member of one band men-
tioned, I feel like I’m being repre-
sented by some dictator and the
reason is this.

Not all the council of Samson
Band and no band members were
consulted with before this defence
pact was signed.

I do not believe that this was
necessary and I wonder which of
those 8,000 band members our chief
represents, those who agree with
confrontation or those with the non-
confrontational approach.

Perhaps the title chief should be
changed to Ayatollah or general.

I hope you understand my point
of view; but this is supposed to be a
free country and there is such an act
called the Bill of Rights.

Sincerely,
Melton C. Louis
Samson Band #1133
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Police liaison teaches city youths

By Jeft Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Jim White says he was
one of the lucky ones.

He doesn’t feel lucky
because he found his way off
the dead end streets of Ed-
montons skid row district, or
because he was abletorealize
he was killing himself with
alcohol before it was too late.
He doesn’t feel lucky because
he landed a good job with the
city.

White says he’s lucky
because he found a way to
direct other Natives away
from same problems that
almost destroyed his family.

He is now helping Native
children understand there’s

Band

By Jetf Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

DRIFTPILE, ALTA.

Raging rivers caused the
evacuation of more than 100
Driftpile band members from
their homes Saturday during
a weekend of heavy rainfalls.

The incident was reminis-
centof last year’sdevastation
which left one band member
dead, said Driftpile Chief
Clifford Freeman.

The river has receded and

_

more to life in Edmonton than
they think.

The Native liaison for the
Edmonton Police department
says his story isn’t unique,
but it’s one that never gets
heard.

Like many other Natives
in Alberta, White, 37, came
to Edmonton secking a dif-
ferent way of life he couldn’t
find on his reserve.

But unlike most others, he
eventually found a future off
the beaten sidewalks of skid
row.

“They come in off the
reserve, for whateverreasons,
and get caught up in the life-
style.I ended up on the streets
as an alcoholic t00,” he says.

“ButI learned from it. We

~have to learn something from
the negative points.”

He said he leamed a lot
about the importance of fam-
ily unity.

White said. his turning
point came after seeing Na-
tive families being pulled
apart by alcohol and drugs.

“I knew I had to do some-
thing to keep it from happen-
ing. It was the same things
that almost broke my family
up. It starts with thechildren,”
he added.

White said he overcame
his own addiction and was
hired by the Police depart-
ment in 1976 to show other
Natives in Edmonton know
where they can go for help.

-“And now I’'mhere to help
work with families and refer
them to the resources avail-
able. There are services and
health agencies that are there

to help,” he said.

White said there were
many Natives who came to
Edmonton and became doc-
tors, lawyers or other learned,
white-collar professionals.

“But those aren’t the ones
you hear about. It’s always
the ones who are down on
their luck that you hear
about,” he said.

The greatest myth is that
Natives get caught up in a
skid row lifestyle and have
nowhere else to turn, said
White.

“But the truth is”, he said,
“they just don’t know help is
there.”

He said the problems af-
fecting Native families in the
skid row area can be improved
with education.

There are alternative life-

flees flood In fear

the people have now returned
to their homes.

“But now we have to look
at what kind of flood preven-
tion can be done,” Freeman
said.

He said his band suffered
more than $1 million in
damages in last years flood
and is still waiting for
$400,000 from the provincial
government for repairs.

“We also want them to
evaluate the damagestosome
homes and one of our schools
and hopefully have them say

it’s irreplaceable,” he said.

“We also want them to
relocate some of our people
where it is safe.

Band elder Sam Isadore
died of a heart attack during a
similar flood last July after
wading through treacherous
streams from his house to
higher ground.

High water advisories
were issued for the Pembina
and Athabasca Rivers Satur-
day.

“Everything is back to
normal now,” Freeman con-

firmed.

Driftpile islocated 300km
northwest of Edmonton and
has 400 band members.

The heavy rains also af-
fected other northern Alberta
communities and caused
flooding in low-lying areas.

Freeman said his band
plans to collect money from
the province for damages and
lodging for the evacuatedresi-
dents.

Band members, fleeing
from the flood, stayed in
motels in Grand Praire.

He visits schools in the
Boyle-McCauley area to tell
students about what social
services are available to them
if there’s a problem at home.

“Children learn at home.
They learn from their par-
ents. They also need role
models,” he said.

styles parents and children
just aren’t exposed to.

“Families need to know
someone cares,” White said.

White, who hails from
Marlboro, 130 Km west of
Edmonton, comes from a
large family of 13.

JEFF MORROW, Windspeaker

Native Liaison: Jim White

Telephone (403) 455-2700 to put your
w| community happenings considered here
| free of charge...no news is too small.

DROPPIN'IN

By Jeanne Lepine

Hello.

some for next issue.

get through.

dog team.

I sure have a lot to tell you this week. I might have to keep

I have just returned from the north country. But, I regret
I was not able to make it to all the communities in the area.

Iwouldneed atleasta month tocover the area. AndIdon’t
think my boss would let me go for that long.

To the communities I missed, I will be back. In the
meantime, please keep in touch.

When travelling it would make it easier if I can get some
contact numbers from the communities, so I'll be able to
meet with residents in those areas if I am travelling in the
evening or on the weekends.

While in Fort Vermillion area, I planned to go to the Tall
Cree reserves, but with all the road construction I couldn’t

Next time, I will definitely make it, even if T have to go by

Thumbs down to the person in the red pickup who scraped
the door of my van and dented my rear wheel guard and
hubcap while I was parked at the Vermillion Lodge.

My advice to this driver is to be more careful in the future
and to practice backing up, but not in a crowded place.

Bouquets to the communities that made be me feel so

welcomed. It was like being home. I only wish there was
more time to meet the friendly people in these communities.
Calling Lake: There will be a recognition dinner and sober
dance to celebrate three pcople who have been sober for a
year. The event will be held at the community complex with
dinner at 6 p.m. and the dance begins at 9 p.m.

Advance tickets can be purchased for $5 from Addiction
counsellor Josephine Beaver. At the door, tickets will be $7.

— -

e

Promises,

Proceeds will go to Santa Anonymous.

Happy Birthday to all and many more years of sobriety!
Sturgeon Lake: If you ever need a bottle of pop, stop at the
Sturgeon lake band confectionary & see Marilyn Hamelin
for advxse

Opening pop: Marilyn Hamelin and Rosalyn
Goodswimmer hold the pop.

BERT CROWFOOT, Windspeaker

-

Promises

High Level: The wall paintings at the friendship centre are
finally finished. The paintings by artist Roy Salopree are
simply beautiful and well reflect the mandate of the centre.

The friendship bingos are still held every Tuesday and
beginning Sept. 16, bingos will be held every Saturday.
Proceeds are used to purchase equipment for the centre.

The friendship center is arranging a bursary and scholar-
ship in arts which will be available next year, Director Bev
Boone reports.

Grouard: The community has raised $2,600 for a much-
needed community hall. As members of the Bingo Associa-
tion of High Prairie, they sponsor two bingos a year.
Little Red River: The 10th annual pilgrimage held at the old
settlement will take place August 11-13. The people will
meet for three days of mass, prayers, camping and visiting.
Desmarais: The Improvement District 17 East is sponsor-
ing an introductory class in karate Aug. 22 at the Desmarais
Recreation and Cultural Centre. The registration fee is $5.
Edmonton: The 1989 Scraper Capers summer camp pro-
gram for children aged 9-12 years has a few programs left
before summer ends.

On Aug. 16-19, participants will have the opportunity to
learn about and practice basic excavation procedures and
techniques in the simulated dig pits.

They will go on a tour of the boardwalk and have the
chance to observe and question the archaeologists excavat-
ing the site.

There will be a games and storytelling program on Aug.
23-26. After a site tour, children will go on a scavenger hunt
designed to test their knowledge of archacology and skill
with some stone tools. The participants will also play some
Native children’s games and attend a storytelling session.

For more information or to register, phone 431-2368.

Birthday greetings go out to everyone celebrating birth-
days and congratulations to all the young wedded couples.

Well its time for me to say “God Bless till next time.”
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Metis Cultural Youth Dancers: with caller Jennifer Kootenay, 14.

Heritage Days

Dancers Dazzle Multi-ethnic Crowds

By Jeff Morrow
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Arecord crowd 0f410,000
visitors turned out for the 13th
annual Heritage celebration
in Hawrelak Park last week-
end.

And Martha Campiou-
Zarutsky says she wouldn’t
be surprised if they all passed
by the Canadian Native
Friendship Centre booth to
ask questions.

The Native pavilion was
one of the most popular in the
park, and Campiou said she’s
going to request an informa-
tionbooth for next year’s mul-
ticultural extravaganza.

“It was busy all the way

through,” she said. “It feltlike
every one in the park stopped
by to ask questions.”

The White Braid Society
traditional Cree dancers and
Meitis Cultural Dancers kept
the crowds in awe, she said.

Campiou, White Braid So-
ciety president, believes the
response was due to a genu-
ine interest in Native heri-
tage.
She said the beef and buf-
falo bannock burgersalsokept
people coming back to the
Native pavilion.

The Native arts and crafts
booths were surrounded ev-
ery moment, she added.

“And a lot of people came
by to tell us we had the best
spot in the park. It has been
the best year ever,” Campiou

beamed.

Ann Anderson, president
of the Native Heritage and
Cultural Centre, was on hand
to distribute pamphlets and
booklets explaining Cree and
Metis culture.

She said it was inspiring to
see SO many ethnic groups
asking about Native history
and lifestyles.

“Many people care about
the survival of Native cul-
ture. They don’t want to let it
die, just like they don’t want
their own culture to die off,”
she said.

It’s hard to keep track of
the numbers, says festival
association general manager
Dennis Fahlman, but it’s
likely everyone who came to
the park saw the Native enter-

tainers.

“I would say they got most
of the people by their tent
because of where they were.
They were by the buses,” he
said.

There was a record 45
pavilions set up in the park,
Fahlman said.

The mercury climbed to
28 C Sunday, during the last
day of the event, Canada’s
largest mulitcultural festival.

Photos by
Jeff

Morrow

Natives shine
at Edmonlton

cultural Bestival

Traditional Dancer: Vernon Cardinal




By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

HULL, Quebec

Three prominent Alberta
Native artists are receiving
plaudits for the artistic con-
cepts which they have per-
fected in their work.

Artistic ideas being used
by artists Alex Janvier, Jane
Ash Poitras and Joane Car-
dinal-Schubert are parallel-
ing current artistic: issues in
international art circles,
says the curator of Canada's
Museum of Civilization.

Gerald McMaster cited
the three as artists whose
approaches to Native
imagery in their work are

By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

It was an idea just wait-
ing for the right moment.

Six years ago, members
of the Alberta Native Arts
and Crafts Society decided
to establish a program to
help budding artists of
Native heritage get a foot
into the door of the compet-
itive art scene in Alberta.

A Native arts festival
was proposed and ASUM
MENA which in Cree
means 'once again, was
born.

In that first year, a young
31-year-old Edmonton Cree
artist by the name of Jane
Ash Poitras won the first
prize scholarship of $5,000
and promptly used the
award to complete a mas-
ter's degree in fine arts at
Columbia University in
New York. Poitras, now 37,
has since garnered an inter-
national reputation for her
art.

Back in 1983, there were

30 artists entered in the

competition, according to
Lois McLellan, general
manager of the non-profit
society.

At this year's sixth annu-
al juried festival, 74 artists
applied to the competition,
of which 54 were accepted.

A total of 239 works were
chosen by the jury for a
one-month exhibition and
sale at the Front Gallery in
Edmonton.

The first prize winner
was 31 year-old artist Lau-
ren Wutteunee who won
the $5,000 scholarship for
her entry, '‘Ceremonial Pro-
cession." Wuttunee plans to
return to finish her masters
in fine arts at the Instituto

also ideas being discussed
within the international art
world.

"Janvier is one of the
first abstract artists who is
Native. His work hasn't
influenced anybody to his
style of painting because it's
so unique," said McMaster.

"Two other artists,
Poitras and Schubert, are
extremely exciting. Their
works deal with various
ideas of modernism and
take a very interesting

approach to Native
imagery,” he said.
McMaster says the

artists' use of ancient sym-
bols with contemporary
ones are ideas being incor-

& A

In Me
porated in artwork outside

of Canada.
He also said the use of
collages using various con-

temporary and traditional

mory of Bobtail: by George Llittlechild

materials and forms has

had considerable impact on
their peers.

"They are certainly suc-
cessful in doing that.
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They're dealing with sub-
ject matter that has ancient
roots, put in a very contem-
porary context.”

"I would say they're the
most looked at artists in
Alberta today," he pro-
nounced.

Elizabeth Kidd, chief
curator of the Edmonton
Art Gallery, says that a
general debate in art circles
about whether art caters
only to the elite few in
society has been paralleled
by similar concerns in art
made by Native people, led
by artists like Janvier,

" Poitras and Schubert.

"It's questioning art's
role in society. Why should
it be separate and why

Six vears of artistic excellence
ASUM MENA art festival celebrates success

ASUM MENA festival: (L) Contemplation by Jacinta Wostenberg (R) Fred Attacked With Bone-Crushing Fury
by Lauren Wuttennee

Allende in San Miguel de
Allende.

Providing a training
ground for emerging artists
through educational studies.
has been one of the primary
aims of the program, says
McLellan.

"Most Native artists that
we came across then did
not go to school. Almost all
of them were self-taught,”
she said.

Today, McLellan says a
good majority of Native
artists who are serious
about a career in art are fin-
ishing a formal arts educa-
tion at a post-secondary

institution.

One interesting result of
the program is that a net-
work of artists has been
established through the fes-
tival where more mature
artists are helping newer
emerging artists.

"We're really lucky to

have that interest by the
senior established artists

with the newer artists,” she
said.

McLellan says festival
organizers aren't interested
in what artists should do.

"There's not a school of
thought. We try to promote
artists as individuals.”

"The people I admire the
most are the artists from
isolated communities who
can't come in and see what
their exhibit looks like.
They're doing it all on
faith,” noted McLellan.

Another successful
aspect of the festival is the
amount of artists' work
which has been commer-
cially successful.

Last year's $32,000 in
sales for the festival is
expected to be surpassed
this year, said McLellan.

Many artists like
Poitras, Joan Cardinal-
Schubert and George Lit-

tlechild are usually expect-
ed to sell-out now.
"If they sell well at this

show, it's a very good
monitor.”

Artists receive 100 per
cent of the sales.

That's a far cry from six
years go, when Native
artists were knocking on
the society's doors, lament-
ing the difficulty. of getting
their works even. seen in
local galleries.

"We didn't know how
many artists were out there.
Until we did this, we didn't
know how many needed
help.”

shouldn't it be part of
everyday life?"

Kidd says now is a good
time to talk about these
kind of issues.

"I believe Native artists
are also agreeing with the
current philosophy in the
art community. That art is
not just something for a few
separate people to make
and appreciate. That art
should be a part of every-
day life."

"I think that's what
Native artists are also say-
ing,” she suggested.

"Art should mirror soci-

ety. Art should be what we
are doing, what we (as a
society) care about.”

"Five years ago, people
thought of Benjamin
Chichi and Norval Mor-
riscau as what Native art
should be. Audiences are
now much more sophisti-
cated about Native art,"”
noted McLellan.

Success stories are
ommonplace now with
many Native artists who
have seen their careers
takeoff in the 1980s, par-
ticularly former winners of
the festival.

Three former winners of
the festival - Poitras, Schu-
bert and Littlechild - have
their work permanently dis-
played in the Museum of
Civilization.

Poitras and another for-
mer winner - Faye Heavy-
shield were two of nine
Native artists selected to
exhibit their work at the
prestigious Heard Museum
in Phoenix, Arizona this
October. Competition came
from artists all over North
America.

"The artists are being
watched all over the coun-
try,” said McLellan.

"Other provincial gov-
ernments have contacted us
to see how we do our festi-
val,” she said, noting that
Alberta has the only emerg-
ing Native artist festival in
Canada.

But for all the success of -
the festival, McLellan says
it is the consistent high
quality of the work from
artists which makes it suc-
cessful.

"Year in year out, they
have put in good, solid
work. If it wasn't for the
excellence of the work, the
festival wouldn't be suc-
cessful.”

"It's the artists who do
it."
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Exposure needed for Natl ve an‘lsts — curator

National Native art gallery first for Canada

By Gary Gee Native art gallery has
Windspeaker Staff Writer opened and will send a sig-

nal to gallery owners across
HULL, Quebec

the country that art made by
Native artists should be

Canada's first national given more serious consid-

SUPER A FOODS

suser] Your Home
& Town Food
FOOD'S Store!"

High Level Super A

P.O. Box 1080
High Level, AB TOH 120

Telephone: 926-2231

Abortion Stops
A Beating Heart

PLEASE...
Love and Let Live

Will you join us in promoting re-
spect for human life?

Lethbridge and District

Pro-Life Association
410-1412-9 Ave. S.

Lethbridge, Alberta T1J 4C5
(403-)320-5433

eration.

That's the view of Ger-
ald McMaster, curator of
the Museum of Civilization
which opened its doors to
the public in June 26.

The museum, located in
Hull, Quebec, houses the
Indian and Inuit Art
Gallery.

McMaster says this is
the first opportunity for
Native artists across Cana-
da to exhibit their work
nationally on a continuing,
rotating basis.

"It will provide tremen-
dous exposure for them. We
will bring in Native Canadi-
an art, both Indian and
Inuit, contemporary and tra-
ditional. It's the only space
devoted to Native art exclu-
sively," said McMaster.

"It's kind of exciting for
us because we've been
working on this for a num-
ber of years," he said.

McMaster says art pro-
duced by Native people in
Canada has historically,
found difficulty being dis-
played in mainstream art
galleries.

"Native artists are still
disgruntled that there are
not more exhibits and gal-

The Museum of Civilization: Houses the first national Native art gallery.

leries across Canada that
devote space to exhibiting
Native art," he observed.

It's a fight that will con-
tinue on behalf of Native
artists for a long time,
McMaster predicted.

One of the primary rea-
sons that the museum
decided to establish a per-
manent, exclusive Native
art gallery, he said, was
because there was no space

to put the museum'sown -

permanent collection of
contemporary and tradi-
tional Native art.

McMaster said the
museum wanted to present
Native art in a sophisticat-
ed, contemporary way but
not simply because it is
Native art.

He also stressed that the
museum has a permanent
collection of art by major

Native artists outside of the
gallery, including works by

Jane Ash Poitras, Joane
Cardinal-Schubert, Alex
Janvier, Gerald Tailfeathers
and George Littlechild.
With a projected one-
half to one million people
expected to pass through
the museum this year,

McMaster said the Native
art gallery has been one of
the more popular areas of
the museum so far.

Exhibits in the museum

will include solo, group
and thematic displays.

WESTLANDS Bookstore & Art Gallery

118 - 2nd Avenue West

GEORGE PARRY
(403) 932-3030

Western « Nature & Native Books « Picture Framing
Mailing address: WESTLANDS, BOX 1166, COCHRANE, AB. TOL OW0

| "We Salute Native Artists"
Peigan Construction Inc.

*Residential «Commercial
*Agriculture +Construction Work
Quality Work at Competitive Prices ( 4,

403-965-3807

P.O. Box 70 [ Xt
Brocket, AB, TOK OHO e

We Salute
Native People

In The Arts.

We Are Proud To Support
The Many Artists Excelling

In The Visual, Performing
And Literary Arts.

CREE-CHIP Development Corp.

i - Box 90, Fort Chipewyan, Alberta TOP 1B0
e Telephone: (403) 697-3684

We Salute Native
Art / Artists
throughout Alberta
and across Canada

WAH-POW DETOX &

TREATMENT CENTRE

Box 1648

Lac La Biche, Alta.

TOC 2C0

623-2553 (Beaver Lake)
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ASUM MENA success inspires artist

By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

RED DEER

At22-years-old,Red Deer
artist Jacinta Wostenberg has
accomplished much more
than she ever dreamed of in
the highly-competitive art
world.

Last month, at the 6th
annual ASUM MENA Na-
tive Art Festival held in Ed-
monton, Wostenberg cap-
tured third place in the pres-
tigious art competition for her
bronze sculpture, ‘Triangu-
lar Embarkment.’

A third-year art student at
Red Deer College, Wosten-
berg says she didn’t expect
the kind of success she has
achieved since embarking se-
riously onartcareeronly three
years ago.

“This really gave me alift.
My work has improved a lot
and I think it has a lot to do
with the festival,” she said.
Atlast year’scompetition, her

. work received an honorable

mention.
This year, her sculpture
also garnered a special award

for three-dimensional art .
Altogether, 381 pieces of
artwork by 71 Alberta Native
artists were submitted for
competition, which is spon-
sored by the Alberta Native
Arts and Crafts Society.

Of that total, 240 pieces
by 56 artists were chosen for
exhibition and sale atthe Front
Gallery in downtown Edmon-
ton.

Wostenberg’s sculpture of
two wooden sticks piercing a
triangular-shaped brick de-
picts the clash between val-
ues represented by an old and
new society.

“The sticks represent a
more primitive society, while
the brick shows how struc-
tured our contemporary soci-
ety is,” explains Wostenberg.

“It’s meant to show how
rigid our society is today. I
wanted the piece to give that
kind of feeling,” she said.

Her two other pieces of
work, ‘Contemplation’ and
‘Subjection’ submitted to this
year’s festival also symbol-
ize the clash between two
cultures.

The figures are kneeling,
shrouded from the audience’s

view by a wrapping that cov-
ers the face and body.

Wostenberg says she
hopes that the wrapped fig-
ures will strike a emotional
response or chord in Native
people.

“I sometimes get the feel-
ing that being Native and
living in this society, you feel
confined from being your-
self,” said Wostenberg, who
is Mets.

Growing up away from the
Blood Reserve in Standoff,
Alberta, contributed to that
feeling, she said.

But shortly after making a
decision to take up an art
career seriously, Wostenberg
says she began to research
her roots.

“As an artist, you begin to
reflect on yourself and who
you are. So I began to re-
search my background. I re-
flected on how Native culture
and non-Native culture had
so many differences. Once
you put them side by side,
you come up with something
interesting. And that’s what I

did with my art,” she said.

Wostenberg says her an
definitely helped her redis-

cover her cultural roots.

“It helped me work
through a lot of things.”

She says her current pieces
try to reflect an aspect of
Native culture and the
changes which that culture
has undergone.

While there are no other
Native artists who have influ-
enced her work, Wostenberg
says she was inspired to do
better work this year by
meeting Alberta artists Joane
‘Cardinal-Schubert and Jane
Ash Poitras.

“I wasn’t really aware of
Native artists at the time. And
they were quite inspirational.
They really encouraged me.
ASUM MENA opened my
eyesabout the art world,” she
said.

She now plans to attend
the Portland School of Art in
the fall, anprospect the young
artist finds very excited.

Her interest in art has also
inspired her 14-year-old
brother to draw.

“I think I've given him a

little push,” she said, of the
budding family rivalry.

JacintaWostenberg: Third place a thrill

Elders’ stories leads artist back home

By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

Treaty No. 7
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(403) 473-4347
(403) 473-4919

BROCKET, ALTA.

The images from myths
and legends told by Indian
elders provide the inspiration
for much of artist Sam
Warrior’s bold, vibrant im-
agesin printmaking and draw-
ing.

Warrior, one of anew crop
of emerging Alberta Native
artists in the past few years,
draws many of his ideas for
his pieces from Indian stories
passed down from generation

" to generation.

“These little flashes hap-
pen inside my head when I

Sam Warrior

hear a story. So, I take an
image I’ve pictured in my
mind and start from there.
Some of the work will not
illustrate a point in the story.
But it will be derived from
that,” he explained.

In 1986, he tied for third

CONSTRUCTION
& SERVICES Ltd.

Box 2, Site 2, R.R. 1

Winterburn, Alberta TOE 2NO

ENOCH BAND
ALOCRYA

Office: 470-5685 Mobile: 1-551-3646

place in the fourth annual
juried Alberta Indian Arts and
Crafts Society’s Asum Mena
Native Arts Festival.

Warrior, a Peigan Indian
from Brocket, became inter-
ested in hearing elders’ sto-
ries after moving back to the
Peigan reserve as a teenager.

“It was my art that got me
interested in what a Native
Indian is,” said Warrior, who
used to listen to stories told
by elders as a young child
living on the reserve.

He spent much of his
childhood in Calgary,
shuffled through fosterhomes
until he returned to the re-
serve in his early teens.

It was the cultural shock
that he underwent which

Warrior believeschanged him
and surfaces now in much of
his artwork.

“I kind of lost touch with
my culture. It was like going
from a rich, cultural environ-
ment to a cultural void and
coming back again. Irealized
Imissedoutonalot,” he said.

Warrior says becoming an
artist helped him rediscover
his heritage. “It opened my
eyes. As I did work, 1 would
look for different subject
matters and I looked in differ-
ent places on the reserve,” he
said.

Warrior said he was in-
spired by legendary symbols
like Petroglyph, the stone
carvings of the Blackfoot
Confederacy, Cree, Shoshoni
and Algonquin Indians. He is
a direct descendant of Chief
Joseph of the Nez Perce tribe
in Idaho.

In his serigraph ‘Treaty

Number Seven’, a rust-col-
ored eagle is depicted swoop-
ingdown. Enclosed by ablack
box, with each corner repre-
senting adifferentbandin the
Blackfoot confederacy, War-
rior decided to depict the
eagle’s claws tied down to
the bottom of the square box

toshow that the eagle, and his
people, were no longer free
by the time Treaty No. 7 was
signed.

Warrior, who studied art
at the University of Calgary,
says he tries to refrain from
making social statements in
his work.

But he hopes his own cul-
tural _experiences found in
many of his works, can help
other Native people.

“If a person is an artist,
they will always bring their
own cultural background to
their work. I hope inmy work,
it influences a younger gen-
eration.”

Atarecentlecture to young
students in Brocket, he was
inspired by the *“‘great, young
talent” and he hopes he is a
role model for those children
seeking a way out of a future
of poverty and despair.

On a lot of reserves, in-
cluding the Peigan reserve,
he believes Indian people
have lost their sense of pride.

"They've lost their self-
esteem and go through
drugs, booze and solvent to

escane.” ,

"] think if they can see a
person in the community
produce art and it says
something, maybe the kids
might gain a little bit of self
worth.
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By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer
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EDMONTON

Art has always been an
obsession with Edmonton
artist Kim McLain.

The 1987 winner of the
Albertalndian Arts and Crafts
Society’s ASUM MENA
Native Artists Festival says
hehas always been fascinated
with art since he was a teen-
ager.

“I became obsessed with
art whenI was 16. I just found
itso fascinating. . . looking at
abstract paintings and secing
them in a new way,” recalls
the 25 year-old artist.

“It’s just adrive in me that
tells me 1 have to paint and
draw.”

Thatdrive recently pushed
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"Even Your Silence Meant So Much To Me': by Kim McLain

McLain to enter 18 pieces of
his-most recent work in this
year’s ASUM MENA festi-
val.

That kind of productivity
signals a shift in his career
goals, says McLain, who
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Independent Video & Film Productions

o

JEFF BEAR

(613) 236
Fax (613) 233-7708
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The Metis/Indian Town Alcohol Association
(MITAA Centre) appreciate and support
the community and area of High Prairie.

MITAA Detox Centre

Box 1202, High Prairie, AB TOG 1EQ

923-3372
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recently resigned as editor of
Windspeaker to spend more
time on his art. He had been
employed for over five years
with the company.

In one of his more poign-
ant pieces from the festival,
McLain pays homage to his
dead father, who McLain had
not seen for twelve-years-af-
ter his parenis divorced when
he was ten years old.

After his father died,
McLain travelled to hischild-
hood home of Maadox,
Montana, near Bearpaw
Mountain, the last place the
family lived together as a

- united family.

“I just felt because he died
there was some unfinished
business. I felt that visiting
that place again was my at-
tempt to close some of that.”

“I had no contact with my
brothers and father for twelve
years. So I went back to the
mountains and visited the old
place and climbed the old
mountain again.”

The isolated house his
family once lived in was used
as a schoolroom for the

McLain boys and two other
children where his father was

the school-teacher. In fact,
says McLain, his family and
another were the only two
families who lived in Maadox.

One night, as he was leav-

ing his childhood haunt, an
eerie moment occurred when

a hawk landed on a post and

McLain began taking photo-
graphs.

"He let me get so close. I
did a painting of those pho-
tographs of the hawk sitting:
on the post and in-flight.
That little hawk symbolized
so much for me,” said
McLain.

"For me, it symbolized
my Dad's spirit. I thought
about him a lot there. I got
a strong sense of his spirit
on the mountain."”

During an evening of si-
lent solitude, he named his
work, ‘Even Your Silence
Meant So Much To Me.’

Although the pain of that
experience is remembered in
his work, McLain says it’s
the painful experiencesin life
which bring out the creativity
in many artists.

“They’re really potent
experiences and they’re chal-
lenging to express.”

“Artists are artists. They
share their own human expe-
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rience no matter if you’re
Indian or white.”

McLain says he’s been
really encouraged by the re-
sponse he received this year
about his work at the festival.

“People were saying tome
the work was really strong
and I feel really good about
that. Essentially, what I've
done is open myself up as an
artist.”

While he hopes someday
to make a full-time living as
an artist, McLain still does
not see himself as part of the
mainstream art community.

“I’ve been an artist for a
long time. But I've never
made a real effort to sell my
art.

“I don’t know why. Artis
so personal to me. I don’t
worry about how people re-
sponds, so it allows me to do
anything I want.

“But I've always said art
has it’s own life. It will take
care of itself without any inter-
ference from me.”

Calgary hosts International arts festival

CALGARY

The first International
Native Arts Festival in West-
emn Canada, featuring fine
artists from three continents,
will begin Aug. 19 in this
southern Alberta city.

Inrecognition of the event,
Calgary mayor Don Hartman
has declared the week ‘Cana-
dian Native Art Week’.

An estimated 30 Native
artists from the Far North and
across Canada, the United
Statesand South America will
participate in the exhibition
featuring a number of well-
known Alberta artists.

Among thelocal artists that
will attend are painter George
Littlechild, mask carver
Murray Ashley; painter Art
Calling Lost; buffalo hide
painter Rick Corbiere; Metis
wood carver EmieWhitford:
Dene artist Josh Kolay; soap-
stone carvers Archie Beau-
lieu and Sonny MacDonald
from the Northwest Territo-
ries and a 20-member Haida
dance group from British
Columbia.

From the United States,
there is Ojibway painter
Norman Knott, American
artists King Kuka and Ander-
son Benally and bronze sculp-

torsJay Contway and his sons
Bruce and Ross.

South American artists
will include the Quechua
Indians from Peru; Bolivian
tlutist Marcos Parrado as well
as artists from Peru, El Salva-
dor. and Guatemala.

Festival director Liz Clark
says the festival emerged out
of a need to help artists reach
a larger market other than
through traditional venues.

“It will be an exhibition
and selling venue for artists. I
‘had this vision of Calgary and
the region as the heartland of
Native art in Canada,” said
Clark, whose show is pat-

terned after a larger festival
held recently in Toronto.

She says one important
aspect of the festival will be
to bring indigneous artists
from three continents together
to exchange ideas and share
resources.

As an exhibition, she says
the festival will help Cana-
dian Native artists leam to
develop more entrepreneurial
skillsinmarketing their work.

The festival will be held in
the Jack Singer Concert Hall
of Calgary’s Centre for Per-
forming Arts.

> Bonnyvirte Inoian-Mens Renasimanon Cenmee

Box 8148, Bonnyville, AB T9N 2J4

(403) 826-3328
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It’sabusinessman’sdream
come true.

Chopsticks made from
aspen trees are ready to roll
off the assembly line at a
newly-constructed chopstick
factory on the Sturgeon Lake
Reserve, 10 km west of the
town of Valleyview.

The grand opening of the
factory takes place on Aug.
17.By September, 15 million
chopsticks per day will roll
off the assembly line, bound
for the huge Orient market.

For the Sturgeon Lake
band, it will generate some
$2 million to $3 million in
revenue annually.

Butonly two years ago, no
one in the area believed such
a business venture could suc-
ceed.

Band members thought
otherwise, though.

The band first became
interested in building a chop-
stick factory after visiting a
Korean-owned operation in
Prince George, British Co-
lumbia in 1987.

Businessman and engineer
Steven Shang became aware
of that interest. After discuss-
ing its possibilities, the Stur-
geon Lake Band formed Cree
Valley Industries Ltd.

At the helm was Steven
Shang, its new general man-
ager.

“I was impressed with the
band’s eagerness,” Shang
recalled.

“With the Prince George
project, they were headed in

the right direction, but tech-
nically they were on ihe
wrong track,” he said.
Shang’s initial step was to
apply for a federal grant with

the Native Economic Devel-
opment Program (NEDP) but
NEDP had already been stung
when the bottom fell out of
the Korean-owned operation

in Prince George.
Shang says NEDP was
impressed  with - the

company’s business plan. But
even after a $40,000 review
of the plan was undertaken,
the company wastumeddown
for a grant.

“NEDP saw the idea for a
chopstick factory was fea-
sible, but unless we had an
expert partner, our request for
a grant would be tumed
down,” said Shang.

“That’s when the Chinese
people came into play.”

Shang and band council
members subsequently jour-
neyed to the city of Harbin,
China.

Notonlydid the groupfind
an investor willing to take the
risk on building a chopstick
factory in Alberta, but they
also came up with a buyer for
their product, Michaelson
Japan Ltd.

That was enoughtochange
the minds of officials
NEDP. A $659,000 grant was
approved for Cree Valley
Industries Ltd.

To date, the band has in-
vested $700,000 of its own
funds in the factory while its
Chinese partner, Harbin Inter-
national Corporation for
Technology and Economic
Development (Hi-Tech) has
invested $1 million.

The deal will see the Stur-
geon Lake Band receive 66
percentof the profits accrued.

Shang believes the chop-
stick business venture will

Loading up: an ample supply of aspen is available locally Inset: Steven Shang

succeed because the market
for disposable chopsticks is
there, especially in Japan.
“If you’ve ever been in
Hong Kong or Tokyo, you
would see people livinga very
fast life. They are always on
the go, so when it is meal-
time, it’'s an escape from a
rigid system,” he explained.
“Eating is like a ritual. A

meal can cost $35. So what is
five cents for a pair of chop-
sticks that no one has used
before?

“To many people, it is
special.”

Shang says the market for
disposable chopsticks is so
huge if he had 100 more Rikyu
machines tomake chopsticks,
he predicted all of the chop-

sticks could be soldovernight.
The technology for a four-
bladed Rikyu machine which
makes chopstick production
more efficient and faster.
Already, enquiries to buy
chopsticks have come from
companies in various cities
throughout the United States
and Canada, says Shang.
Forband members of Stur-

geon Lake reserve, the chop-
stick factory not only opens
doors for employment at
home but it has also opened
the door to the international
trade market.

The same investment deal
is presently being offered by
the band toother reserves and
settlements in northern Al-
berta.

Sturgeon Lake Chief sees economic growth for reserve

Chief Chopsticks: Ron Sunshine

With the new construction
of a chopstick factory and a
sawmill planton the Sturgeon
LakeReserve, 10 km. west of
the town of Valleyview, band
chief Ron Sunshine says so-
cial assistance hasalready de-
clined by as much as $10,000
per month.

Jobs have opened up for
reserveresidents. By the time
the chopstick factory is in full
operation, as many as eighty
people will have found full-
time employment.

“At one time, we were at
eighty percentunemployment
on the reserve and my guess
now would be that it’s down
to fifty percent,” Sunshine
said.

“Work used to be seasonal
but now with our own plant,
we willhave year-round work
for the residents,” he pre-
dicted.

Sunshine says the plant
will be operating with two
shifts. In the beginning, sixty
people will be employed on a
full-time basis.

“Right now, we need the
expertise to train our people
how to operate the machines.

We have nine Chinese tech-
nicians from China instruct-
ing us on the operation. But
once our employees learn the
techniques, then they will be
taking over the whole opera-
ion,” he said.

Sunshine says he is happy
that the factory has finally
been built, noting it will raise

the standard of living on the
reserve.

“People will now be able
to purchase things to raise
theirstandard of living, things
they couldn’thave purchased
on welfare.”

According to Sunshine, he
and the band council did not
jump into the chopstick ven-
ture before checking out its
feasibility thoroughly.

“We visited Japan to see
what their equipment was like

and to set up contacts. We
simply wanted to make sure
we were comfortable with the
project before going ahead
with it,” he explained.

“We found there was a
demand for chopsticks and
went as far as to sign a two-
year contract for our band-
ownedchopsticks,” Sunshine

quipped.

The 33 year-old chief said
he was already aware of a
Prince George, B.C. chop-
stick operation that went
under and at least three other
operations that started up but
also failed. His intention, he
said, was not to fail.

“When we established
Cree Valley Industries, we
put Steven Shang as head of
the operation. He knew the
business and helped us with
our contacts.”

Sunshine says the band
council’s visit to Tokyo and
Hong Kong gave them confi-
dence they could succeed on
the world marketand athome.

“In terms of employment
it’s a plus. It’s also a double
plus because we can now
generate revenue for the
band,” he said.

The band has been forging
ahead on otherreserve devel-
opments even before the
chopstick factory was re-
cently built.

A school, presently under
construction, should be open
by 1990.

As well, new housing is

being builton variousreserve
locations and a lakeshore
campground is now being
upgraded.

“We have quite a few
projects going and the nice
thing about it is that the older
people are all in favor of the
job we are doing. We have a
community tourism action
plan because as you see, this
is wonderful country,” sai
Sunshine, who added that the
band is also looking into the
possibility of building a golf
course.

“Believe it or not, we even
hold adventure games (war
games) here, so we’re not
behind the times,” laughed
Sunshine.

Sunshine is proud that
band members now have a
chance to seek employment
on the reserve.

“There’s a great potential
here now for band members.
All they have to do is take the
jobs offered and they’ll have
a steady income. It’s all up to
them now,” he said, noting
the opportunity to open small
businesses is availableto band
members.
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Joint business venture a success

Upon entering the site of
Cree Valley Industries, where
a chopstick-making factory
onthe SturgeonLakeReserve
has been built, the first thing
that catches the eye are the
flags waving high above the
band’s administration build-
ing.

One pole carries the Cana-
dian flag while another hoists
the flag of the People’s Re-
public of China. A third flag
carries the colors of the Stur-
geon Lake Band.

The flags signify a joint
business venture between the
Sturgeon Lake band and Hi-
tech, the Heilongjiang, China
investment company, which
will make chopsticks for the
Japanese and Asian market.

A few months ago, agroup
of nine Chinese technicians
arrived to instruct band
members, employed by Cree
Valley Industries, on how to
operate machinery used to
make chopsticks.

How are these instructors
from China adapting to life
half-way around the world
from home, while working
on an Indian reserve?

“They have a great sense
of humor and they’re fun to
work with,” said one local
resident.

Another resident, Armold
McLean, says band members
held war games with their

Chinese instructors.

“They’re hard to shoot
with the paint. They move
faster than some of us in the
bush,” McLain laughs.

Housing proved a prob-
lem for the Chinese, so the
company purchased a large
house in nearby Valleyview
for the technicians to live in.

Steven Shang, General
Manager of Cree Valley In-
dustries, believes their Chi-
nese guests are enjoying
themselves tremendously.

“This sure is different for
them. Of course, there’s a
language barrier, so they all
attended an AVC English
class for three months.”

“We also put an ad in the
Valleyview newspaper ask-
ing people to volunteer their
services to teach the Chinese
instructors English. A lot of
people in the area have been
really helpful,” said Shang.

Shang said when it came
time to look for qualified
instfuctors for the factory, the
company was very careful in
its choice.

“We hired Chinese (tech-
nicians) between the ages of
twenty-six and thirty-eight.
We wanted instructors with
at least five to fifteen years of
experience,” he said.

Once operational, in one
area of the plant where the
finished chopsticks end up,

NS

Working in harmony Ch/nese and Natlve employees work well together

there is a need for at least one
machinist to operate three
machines at one time, Shang
explained.

“A good machinist can
operate five of them at once.
However, we only expectone
person for three machines. So,
you see, the Chinese instruc-
tors are very important to the

success of the chopstick
plant,” he said.

Sturgeon Lake Chief Ron
Sunshine says that it has been
greathaving the Chinese tech-
nicians on the reserve. A lot
of laughter and sign language
goes on during a workday but
Sunshine says it adds to a
cheerful working atmoshpere.

One incident said it all, he
noted.

When it was time to poise
for pictures, Native workers
were decked outinred cover-
alls, while the Chinese wore
blue.

Suddenly, one of the Chi-
nese instructors, in broken
English, hollered: “Hey, you

guys look just like a bunch of
firemen.”

A roar of approval came
from his fellow instructors.

This very unique project
proves two very different
cultures living across the
world from each other, can
still get along in a spirit of co-
operation.

To the President (Mr. Ronald Sunshine) and
Directors of Cree Valley Industries Lt

on the Grand Opening of their
ASPEN DISPOSABLE

CHOPSTICK FACTORY

on the Sturgeon L ake Indian Reserve.

Mr. Y. Morita

Michaelson Japan Ltd.

No. 3-12 1 Chome

GOHONGI MEGURO-KU

Tokyo 153 Japan
Tel: (03) 7910461
Fax: (03) 7915174

Mr. S. Shang

Michaelson International Ltd.
#670 One Thornton Court
EDMONTON, ALBERTA

Canada T5J 2E7
Tel: (403) 425-5414
Fax: (403) 426-4828




% I

\»

§ ™

First you cut an aspen tree,
haulitto the sawmill, shoveit
down and run it through a
special machine.

And you should come up
witha whole lotof chopsticks.

Sound easy?

Well, not quite.

But basically that’s how a
chopstick is made and very
soon 15 million chopsticks a
day will be made at the Cree
Valley Industries chopstick
factory located on the Stur-
geon Lake Indian Reserve in
northern Alberta.

The process for making
chopsticks, that will be sold
in Japan and Asian markets,
is simple enough.

That’s if you have the
technical machinery and an
experienced staff.

Already, four areas on the
Sturgeon Lake Reserve have
been pinpointed for the cut-
ting down of aspen trees that
will be used to make chop-
sticks.

The trees will be cut down
to eight foot-lengths and
hauled by a special truck to
the new sawmill at Cree Val-
ley Industries.

Once the crew runs the

Photos by Bert Crowfoot

logs through the sawmill a
board eight feet long, six
inches wide and three quarter
inches thick will be ready and
delivered to the chopstick
factory for the second stage
of the process.

The boards are then un-
loaded in the blank room,
called the piece-making area,
and a ripsaw cuts the board
into small eight and one-quar-
ter inch blanks.

The blanks are then sent
by aconveyor to specially de-
signed chamber where the
small boards are dried at a
regulated temperature from
four to six hours.

“The blanks are basically
dumped into the chambers.
In this way they are not neatly
packed together so they can
get air on them from a spe-
cially designed unit. It forces
air through tiny holes,” says
General Manager Steven
Shang.

Once the blanks are dried,
they are moved to what is
called an arranging machine.
The machine vibrates and
even straightens twisted
blanks.

The blanks are then moved

down another conveyor and
intoa$30,000 machine, called
the shaping machine that cuts
the blanks into chopsticks.

Over 20 of these machines
will be operating at one time,
and three of them are handled
by one operator.

“It’s quite a process and
justin this area alone we will
have about 20 people work-
ing” said Shang.

The chopsticks are graded
from one to nine and one box
of grade one chopsticks will
run at $50 compared to $25
for-a box of grade nine chop-
sticks.

Approximately 5,000
chopsticks in bundles of 100
are packaged into boxes after
the shaping machine has done
its job.

The boxes of chopsticks
are then shipped to Edmon-
ton by truck, railed to Van-
couver, and delivered to the
portcity of YokohamaJapan,
to fufil the contract between
the Japanese and the Stur-
geon Lake band.

“We will be making
weekly deliveries at about 7
million chopsticks per week,”
said Shang.
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Eugene Goodswimmer: An original employee who has worked in
the construction of the plant and the sawmill.
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Management of trees a prlorlty plant manager

Beginning this month,
aspen trees on the Sturgeon
Lake Reserve and near its
boundaries, will be cut down
for the purpose of making dis-
posable chopsticks.

For some in the commu-
nity, the project poses some
environmental concemns.

According to the General
Manager of Cree Valley In-
dustries, the company em-
barking on the unique busi-
ness venture, it was a struggle
to convince government that
the environment would not
be harmed.

“We had to convince Al-
berta Forestry that our inten-
tions were to maintain a sus-
tainable cut and Indian Af-
fairs also had to be assured

that there would be no perma-
nent damage to the forests
and land,” said Steven Shang
this week.

Shang says the trees that
will be cut to make chop-
sticks are usually forty-five
years old and older.

He noted the aspen tree is
a “funny tree”.

“Aspen is one tree that
whenyouharvestit,youdon’t
need to seed the area from
where the trees are felled.
They do it by themselves. In
two years, areas where we
have cut will have aspen
growing already fourteen to
sixteeninches high. Itdoesn’t
take aspen long to mature,”
Shang explained.

Presently, Cree Valley
Industries have opted for for-

estry permits to cutaspen near
roadways and just off the
reserve boundaries.

“Right now the four areas
we have designated to begin
cutting is very wet. If we did
start we would probably hurt
the land areas,” Shang said.

The four areas designated
had to be approved by the
Federal Department of Indian
Affairs, Alberta Forestry and
the band council.

“It was not an easy proc-
€ess to get approval from ev-
eryone,” he said.

Shang added that Cree
Valley Industries’ first con-
cern is the preservation of
trees in the area. He said that
compared to the huge log-
ging that takes place in Al-
berta, he believes their opera-

chpstlckd of aspen r f ' mill. N

tion creates no environmental
problem at all.

Cree Valley Industries has
signed a two-year contract to

deliver factory made chop- The factory is expected to
sticks fromtheirplantatStur- churn out fifteen million
geon Lake to Michaelson chopsticksper day beginning
Japan Ltd. based in Japan. in September.

ROGER'S

Video & Appliances

Congratulations to
Cree Valley Industries
on the Grand Opening

of the

Chopstick Factory

Radio fhaek

AUTHORIZED SALES CENTRE

Box 1740
Valleyview, AB
TOH 3NO

924-2922

Congratulations
to Cree Valley
Industries Ltd.
on the opening

of the
Chopstick
Factory.

VALLEYVIEW HOME

@h—: HARDWARE

“HOME OF THE HANDYMAN”

524-3181

Box 148, Valleyview, AB TOH 3NO

Cree Valley Industries Ltd. would
like to invite you to the

GRAND

OPENING

at the
CHOPSTICK FACTORY

6 miles west of Valleyview
i August 17, 1989 - 12:30 p.m.

Congratulations on the
‘Grand Opening of the
Chopstick Factory from

5203 - 50 Ave.

Valleyview,AB

Ph: 524-4147
Tavern: 10 a.m. to 3 a.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

(Mon thru Sat)

32 Rooms

Restaurant: 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

The Hardware ar

Congratulations to

Cree Valley Industries
on the

Grand opening of the
Chopstick Factory

OPEN
Mon. - Wed. 9a.m. - 6 p.m.
Thurs - Fri9a.m. - 9'p.m.
Sat9a.m.-6 p.m.

JIM & FJOLA JOELSON

= 524-3861

Box 450
VALLEYVIEW, AB
TOH 3NO

CONGRATULATIONS

TO
Cree Valley Industries Ltd.

We are proud of your economic
development initiatives and the benefits
your project will bring to the region.

Valleyview Regional
Economic Development Board
Located at "the Portal of the Peace"
50th Street at Highway #34, Box 568,
Valleyview, Alberta, TOH 3NO
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Debate over 'Native art engages art communlty

By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

Is there such a category
as Native art within the
contemporary art world in

Canada?
If the work of Native

artists are relegated to a
separate definable category,
is this stereotyping such
artists?

These two questions are

currently engaging the art
community, from curators,
to Native artists and their
audiences in a fierce debate
over the place of such art
within the contemporray art
scene in Canada.

Noted Alberta artist
Joane Cardinal-Schubert
emphatically states that cat-
egorizing Native artists is

stereotyping artists of her
community.

INTERESTED

PARTIES
for

A STAGE PRODUCTION

You must be Native
Age: 14to0 25
A resident of Edmonton
or the outling areas.
Traditional or contemporary dance

an asset, but not necessary.

For further information _
Contact Ross at 424-1237

after 6 p.m.

“There's no such thing as
a Native artist,” she told
Windspeaker recently, say-
ing that she wants to be rec-
ognized as a legitimate
Canadian artist.

Renowned Edmonton-
based artist Jane Ash
Poitras says in the begin-
ning, she never knew Schu-
bert was Native after initial-
ly- examining her work.

"In the end, I look at the
art itself. Regardless of the
color of the skin, the race or
the religion, the piece itself
speaks to me."

Poitras says the arduous
road travelled by Native
artists to gain recognition
on an equal plane as other
Canadian artists is directly
linked to the historical
development of the Native
community in its fight for

equality.

"Indians didn't get a
chance to vote until 1968
until they spoke up for their
voting rights. Now they're
speaking up for they're art
rights. . . the right to have
their work shown along
with everybody else and
not to be put in a separate
room and labelled Indian or
artefact," she declared.

Poitras believes there is
now a much better opportu-
nity for Native artists to
become part of the main-
stream art community. She
says such acceptance would
be more forthcoming
because there is more sup-
port within the non-Native
art community.

Elizabeth Kidd, chief
curator of the Edmonton
Art Gallery, believes
Native artists are steering
away from calling their

work "Native art."

"The term being used
now is art by Native peo-
ple. A lot of artists have
been asking for that to be
recognized and a number.of
curators have been very
sensitive to that."

Kidd says there's
always a danger that
labelling art done by Native
artists narrows or ghet-

toizes that work.

"Native artists along
with other artists who are
dealing with larger cultures
always have this kind of
dilemma. In one way they
want to be true to their her-
itage and their identity. But
they still want to be
accepted as part of the
mainstream."”

"It's still a struggle,”
observes Kidd. "There's
still a lot of people who
look at Native art as a par-
ticular category.”

Kidd says Native artists
must break through a barri-
er where they can produce
art that is exciting and
addresses vital issues of
concern.

"What happens is you
then engage people not
only on a social level but

on a visual art level as
well. People have to
acknowledge there's really
good art being made by
Native artists. Whether it
happens to be made by a
Native or not is really not
the issue,” said Kidd.

For Gerald McMaster,
the curator of Canada's
Museum of Civilization,
the term 'Native art' is not
a misnomer in the contem-
porary Canadian art scene.

"I believe there is some-
thing called Native art,” he
said, last week.

"It has to do with roots.
It has to do with being
Canadian and being here
(in Canada) for ten to twen-
ty thousand years. Before
the Europeans came over,
they were the true Canadi-
an artists."

McMaster says there are
many more people aware of

Native artists today com-

pared to ten years ago.

"A lot more galleries are
exhibiting them and show-
ing their art. With each
generation, each decade, it
will improve," he predict-
ed.

"Part of the success is
the consciousness-raising ,

"CEREMONIAL PROCESSION" BY
LAUREN WUTTUNEE

A FESTIVAL OF ART BY ALBERTA NATIVE ARTISTS

JULY 28 -SEPTEMBER 2, 1989
TUESDAYS - SATURDAYS, 10:00AM - 5:00PM

THE FRONT GALLERY
12302 JASPER AVENUE, EDMONTON

TELEPHONE: 488-2952

alact

THIS SHOW AND SALE IS PROUDLY
PRESENTED BY THE ALBERTA INDIAN ARTS
AND CRAFTS SOCIETY

We Salute
Native People

In The Arts.

We Are Proud To
Support The Many
Artists Excelling
In The Visual,
Performing and
Literary Arts.

TOG O0TO

Ph: 891-3836

Bigstone Cree Band
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General Delivery
DESMARAIS, Alberta




Page 16, WINDSPEAKER, August 11, 1989

........................

o e S e < R
RS R R S SR

Jane Ash Poitras: Saying it in a different way

................................................................

By Gary Gee
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Native artists are begin-
ning to depict more of the
power of the spiritual world
in their art.

And it's that kind of new
development which artist
Jane Ash Poitras believes is
a trend away from the
forceful, negative messages
which have appeared in
many previous works,
including her own work.

"I can see what we've
already done. We've thrown
the negative side in there,
showed the issue of the resi-
dential schools, the
exploitation of Indians. Peo-
ple look at it and say: God,
it's so depressing!" said
Poitras, who is Cree.

"You can only talk so
much about that. We have
to ask what is the answer.
And the answer is we have
to have a new Bible of spiri-
tual roots."

Poitras predicts the next
kind of artistic movement in
the Native community is
shamanization, depicting

S R T

Beauty of Native people found through spirit — Poitras

Indian Crossing: by Jane Ash Poitras

the power of the medicine
people.

"What happens if you do
preserve our culture, our
people? You start talking
about more spiritual things,
philosophies, beliefs in
higher powers, in the spiri-
tual world.”

Her recent work, sub-
mitted to the ASUM
MENA Native Arts Festi-
val, reflects that emphasis
on finding the spiritual cen-
tre within Native people.

Works such as 'Shaman-
istic Land Spirit', 'Bird
Deities' and 'Bird Shaman
Deities' are move a way
from an earlier body of
work whose social state-

ments were as provocative
as they were blatant.

The 37 year-old mother
of two has also depicted the
power of the family in her
new work, especially the
kind of relationship which
exists between a mother
and child.

"Indian people have
been treated very badly,”
notes Poitras.

"Today, people have
lost their confidence, their
hope and their self-image."

But, Poitras believes that
through art, Native people
can realize they are a very
strong, spiritual and beauti-
ful people.

"I'm trying to let them

know they can be proud to
be Native, proud of their
culture, to go back to the
old ways and hang on to
their genuine culture,” said
Poitras.

Poitras said that before
the colonization of Indians
in Canada, every Native
person was alway part of a
very strong culturally-
based society.

"Now each one of them
has to bring that out. And
no one can take that away
from them."

"It's really a big job we
have to do trying to give
back a nation's pride, to try
to give back people's soul,
their heart and their
power," she said, sadly.

"But Native people
have gone through the
holocaust. And they still
are there."

"But as the artist
Arthur Schiller once said:
The beauty of my paintings
is the beauty of my people.
I paint their souls because
they're so beautiful regard-
less of how drunk or ugly
they get."

"They're like children."

(403) 926-3355

Office

o

National

national du film Film Board

du Canada

Wednesday, Sept 6
12:00 noon

The Man, The Snake and the Fox (12 min.)
Menoodak the Stormmaker (13 min.)
The Owi who Married a Gooee (13 min.)

12:00 noon

3:00 p.m. The Salmon People (25 min.) 3:00 p.m.

Savk-Al (10 min.)

Summer Legend (8 min.)

7:00 p.m. Cry of the Wid (88 min.)

IN COMPANY WITH NATURE

Wednesday, Sept. 13
12:00 noon

Bears and Man (26 min.)
Caribou of Narthern Canada {13 min.)

7:00 p.m,

Wednesday, Oct 25

12:00 noon
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m. Deathotal {50 min.)

7:00 p.m. The Great

Wednesday, Sept 20
12:00 noon Estuary (12 min.)

Saga (56 min.)
Looms of Amisk (16 min.)

Wednesday, Nov. 1
12:00 noon

3:00 p.m.

The Flight of the Snows (28 min.) 7.00 p.m.
3:00 p.m, Quinning: Canada's Arctic Dog (24 min.)

Van's Camp (27 min.)
Wolf Pack (20 min.)

FOR THE RECORD

Wednesday, Sept 27
12:00 noon

Wednesday, Nov. 8
12:00 noon

Age of the Buffalo (14 min))

Ballad of Crowfoot (10 min.) 3:00 p.m.
Last Days of Okak (24 min.)

3:00 p.m. Long Lance (55 min.)
Medicine Line (10 min.)

7:00 p.m.

Paul Kane Goes West (14 min.)
CULTURAL RESISTANCE AND CULTURAL SURVIVAL

Wednesday, Oct 4
12:00 noon

Cirde of the Sun (29 min.)

of Canada

ABORIGINAL RIGHTS, LAND CLAIMS & SOYEREIGNTY
Wedensday, Oct 18

Amisk (40 min.)

Fort Good Hape (47 min.)

God Help the Man Who Would Part With
his Land (46 min.)

You are on Indian Land (36 min.)
Incident at Resgouche (46 min.)
The Inquiry Fim (87 min.)

CRTICAL ISSUES IN NATIVE COMMUNITY LIFE

The System out of Sight

Out of Mind (20 min.)

You are Under Arrest (15 min.)
You are Under Arrest (15 min.)
Children of Alcohal (18 min.)
Poundmakers Lodge a
Healing Place (29 min.)

EDUCATION

Cree Way (26 min.)

Star Blanket (27 min.)
Wandering Spirit (28 min.)
Survival School (28 min.)
Richard Cardinal (29 min.)
Foster Child (43 min.)

URBANIZATION

Wednesday, Nov. 15

12:00 noon

Who were the Ones (7 min.)

3:00 p.m. Fiddlers of James Bay (29 min.) 3:00 p.m.
Man Who Chose the Bush (29 min.)

7:00 p.m. A Family of Labrador (56 min.) 7:00 p.m.

Magic in the Sky

Wednesday, Oct 11

12:00 noon Nishnawbi-Aski (28 min.)

The People and the Land

The Red Dress (28 min.)
3:00 p.m. Standing Alone (57 min.)

Wednesday, Nov. 22

12:00 noon
3.00pm.

These are my People (13 min.) 7:00 p.m.
7:00 pm. Aboriginal Rights, Land Claims &

Sovereignty

Dancing Around he Table (107 min.)

Differences (17 min )

Charlie Squash Goes 1 Town (4 min.)
New Day - New Horizans (28 min.)
Sreet Kids (22 min.)

Nose and Tian (28 min.)

No Address

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Feeling Yes Fesling No
Part1-2-3 (14 min.)

Feeling Yes Foeling No Series
Fealing Yes Fedling No

A Family Program (78 mif.)

F ri e n d s h i p Ce n t re ? From the National Film Board of Canada

Box 1735, High Level, AB TOH 1Z0

For Fifty Years
Sharing Our Vvision

Depuls cinquante ans
Du cinéma
2 notre image

<y

Special Screenings of Aboriginal Films!
Every Wednesday at Noon, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the

N.F.B.Theatre, 120 Canada Place, 9700 Jasper Avenue
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In memory of... Bill MCNLIB

On Tuesday May 24, 1038 our good friend
Bill McNab died. Bill was one of the original
group of CHRs trained in Saskatchewan in
1964. He was Zone CHR Advisor for many
years in Fort Qu’Appelle Zone. Bill had a deep
sense of spirituality. He lived this out in his
words and his actions. On May 6 of last year I
" had the good fortune of listening to Bill address
the graduating CHRs at their graduation ban-
quet. As always he spoke in firm, strong word.
In the final analysis Bill did not read his speech
rather he ignored it completely and spoke as
always from the heart. As]Ilistened and watched

fell the essence of this man. I could see feeling
of his words come forth in the movements he
made with his hands, face and eyes. No one can
ever question Bill’s belief in the CHR program

and his commitment to it.

It is at times like this, when we hear of a
dear friend’s death and we reflecton that friend,
the life they lived and the wonderful memories
we shared. Bill’s death is a great ally to the life.
His death tells us that we must live life now, in
the moment - that tomorrow is an 1llusion and

may never come. Every day is new and Every

moment fresh. His death also teaches us the -

impermanence of all things. All things change
and all things die. This is true in nature as well

as human life.

Finally we learn from Bill’s death that in
the long run nothing belongs to us. People
depart when it is their time no matter how
loudly we protest.

I and many others will miss Bill McNab.
I take comfort in the words of the poet Edgar
Quest in his poem entitled “Departed Friends”

The dead friends live and always will
Their presence hovers round us still.
It seems to me they come to share
Each joy or sorrow that we bear.
Among the living | can feel

The sweet departed sprits steal,
And whether it be weal or woe,

| walk with those | used to know.

| can recall them to my side
Whenever | am struggle-tried;

I've but to wish for them, and they
Come trooping gayly down the way,
And | can tell to them my grief

A from their presence find relief.

In sacred memories below

Stilt five the friend of long ago.

Breathe On Me

oy Ruth McNab

An Old Friend

by Clara McNab

An old friend

was a new man lately

He had retired early

and after years of planning
was taking life easy.

He was able

to garage sale,

to putt around the house,

to organize his store,

and most of all,

to spend time with his wife.

The last time we met

he took my hand in his

and told me how wonderful I
looked and how good it

was to see his friend.

It had been ages since
anyone had noticed

how I looked
I felt special inside and
I felt love through my hand
And then I heard
that you had died. Prayers for each of us to You had a-uncanny knack
Shock, disbelief, help us overcome our loss. of getting others to listen
You had looked so healthy, to you, of piercing _ 7
happy and content. You have left he earth through the red tape e - 2
in the physical form. and speaking to the e
We come out to share Your spirit must be close heart of the matter. |
the grief of your large because I don’t feel You fought for your
family. a great loss. colleagues to Breathe on me, breath Of God Breathe on me, breath of God
Your death touched many. improve their life Fill me with life anew Till I am holy thine
Many prayers were said I hope that your many That I may love what thou dost love Until this earthly part of me .
on the day of the funeral. abilitieswill be Big Bill, And do what thou wouldst do Glows with thy fire devine
given to others. We love you, 1
Prayers to help your spirit Your dancing abilities, we miss you. Breathe on me, breath of God Breathe on me, breath of God
to crossover. Your quick wit and Come close to earth U.ntl.l my hez}rt 4 e §o shall I never die .
Prayers to help the grief sense of humor, and touch us again. Until my will is one with thine But live with thee the perfect life
of your many friends and your sharp tongue. To do and to endure Of thine eternity
family. prayers for your wife.
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SI NCE

1908

The Global Vision of First Nations Artists

The 1990 Catholic Church Ex-
tension Society of Canada calen-
dar, now available, will repro-
duce 15 extraordinary paintings
by a national team of Canadian
First Nations artists — one-third
of the collection “Native Life,
Native Art: A Global Village
Presentation”. The collection’s
history is as interesting as the
images themselves, beginning
with the efforts of members of
the Alderville, Ontario reserve
community of Mississauga
Ojibways and taking us to Africa
and beyond. It is the story of
how Alderville artist Rick Bea-
ver and his Native artist col-
leagues from across Canada
forged a vision of the links that
bind us all.

* ¥k %

Canada’s High Commissioner to
Kenya, Raynell Andreychuk,
beamed down from her podium
to urge her audience of some
four dozen African environ-
mental ministers to consider
Canada’slatest gift to their troub-
led continent.

“For two years now, dozens of
Canadian First Nations artists
have been trying to reach out to
your suffering people through
their art,” explained Andreychuk,
as colourful images danced off
the normally sombre walls of a
conference room in Nairobi's
United Nations complex. She
introduced a tall, thin man in a
well-tailored blue suit as Rick
Beaver, the 36-year-old Ojibway
who for two years had worked to
bring off the exhibition.

“Many Canadians have made
efforts to stay involved with the
African crisis. But this is differ-
ent. These artists are trying to
tune into you through the spirit
and techniques of their own tra-
ditions. They are making all of
us realize how much we have to
lose when your lives are at risk.”

Asthe long line of ministers came
closer to the paintings, weary
faces turned to delight. To their
amazement, each painting cele-
brated village life in a different
African country. The First Na-
tions of Canada had somehow
picked up on the central notion
of their own thinking: to begin
with the village and recognize
that within each community there
would be human beings of dis-
tinct history and ways, all of
whom would come to the notion

CATHOLIC CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY OF CANADA

of change in different ways.

The line quickly became cha-
otic. The Guinea-Bissau minis-
ter wanted the Mali minister to
admire Jane Ash Poitras’ rendi-
tion of his country. The Ghana-
1an minister wanted everyone to
know that there were two images
exhibited in honour of her coun-
try. In the midst of the friendly
bedlam, the minister from Alge-
ria took Rick Beaver’s arm. “If
the world could receive your
message, they would understand
our task and I am sure we would
proceed much faster.”

¥* %k %

Latein 1984, Africa“happened”
to Rick Beaver. His offer to help
atwinning group in Toronto with
a painting to promote its “twin-
ned” village of Gode, Ethiopia,
led to a two year commitment to
generate a painting for every
country in Africa. Beaver was
convinced that the best way to
“imagine” the goal of the twin-

;
i

ning movement would be
through Canadian First Nations
art, since the artists could pro-
vide a point of appreciation for
traditions thousands of kilom-
etres away in Africa.

“From a First Nations village in
Canada to an African village -
seemed to me to be very direct,”
Beaver once told a group of
university students. “I only know
how to work with individuals,
because that’s what’s possible.
It’s appropriate to do simple,
achievable things rather than to
attempt the impossible.”

For the average successful artist,
one donation to a good cause is
more than enough. For Beaver,
the first venture only emphasized
his need to communicate what
he was thinking. The more
Beaver talked, the more he en-
gaged theinterest of others. Soon
artistfriends Maxine Noel, Erwin
Printup and the late Cecil
Youngfox had also unveiled
official twinning paintings for

r——-—------—-'———'-—--——————

! EXTENSION CALENDARS, Suite 101, 67 Bond Street, Toronto, Ontario, MSB 1X5
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villagers in African countries.
Norval Morrisseau, the official
godfather of the First Nations art
movement, performed a special
sweetgrass ceremony for the
people of Lesotho at Youngfox's
unveiling of “The Wampum
Pledge” poster.

When the progress of the twin-
ning movement did not keep up
with the interest of the artists, a

travelling exhibition - “Native

Life, Native Art” - was born. For
months, Beaver devoted several
hours a day to phoning artists all
over the country. He took to the
microphone in schools and in
churches. The Alderville com-
munity swung behind him, hold-
ing aseries of dancestocover the
initial costs' of putting the art
show on the road. His father,
John Beaver, a wealthy energy
consultant and former chief of
Alderville, introduced Rick to
potential corporate sponsors.
Most of those doors remained
closed - it seemed difficult to
many non-Natives to udnerstand
the notion of First Nations Cana-
dians attempting to alleviate the
suffering of others. The harder it
became, the more Beaver seemed
to be opening up new avenues of
awareness for himself. “I am as
aware as anyone of the difficul-
ties - the roots of cynicism that
preventinitiative. Thereal world,
as some people call it, is a source
of cynicism. It is also the cure.
Every change has a focused be-
ginning whereby one comes to
terms with the real world and
begins to negotiate a way
through.”

Although Africais the subject of
the paintings, they contain ech-
oes and symbols of Canada’s
indigenous peoples, thus evok-

ing international spiritual links.
The exhibitionmade its first stops
in Perth, Toronto, London, Thun-
der Bay, Ontario, and finally the
important and very appropriate
1986 international debut in Nai-
robi.

“We began with indigenous
peoples’ creative efforts,” Bea-
ver told the crowd of distin-
guished Africanmen and women
of science and politics in Nai-
robi. “The importance of the
land to the art comes through in
the paintings in many, many
ways. We’ve got past the sym-
bolism of the land to an actual
experience.”

The notion of mutual benefit
central to the artists’ vision be-
gins with understanding cultural
differences and the opportuni-
ties for everyone that exists in
these differences. The exhibi-
tion has turned out to be helpful
to Canadian education profes-
sionals involved in the challenge
of multiculturalism in the school
system. The artistic reflections
of one indigenous people on the
culres and achievements of
others provide a starting point
for those teaching about the rich
backgrounds of Canada’s new-
comers.

All of this flows from Rick
Beaver’s original vision - and
like the progeny of the human
kind, it continues in its adoles-
cence to have a program of its
own. Shortly after the Nairobi
conference, Beaver and his fam-
ily prepared for a long awaited
move to the Gulf Islands in Brit-
ish Columbia and he bade fare-
well to the art project. It was a

sad moment, as if suddenly no
one could convince him that he
had done enough, that he had
started a book with no ending,
only new chapters.

But just a few months later, the
exhibition opened at the Bank of
Hong Kong in Vancouver. This
time the occasion was the Com-
monwealth Conference for
Heads of State and two more
paintings were unveiled, for
Zimbabwe and Kenya, both
Commonwealth countries.

The 1990 Catholic Extension
Society calendar features the First
Nations artists’ project in sup-
portof this major statement about
the contribution Canada’s First
Nations make touniversal under-
standing and peace.

* % %

Contributors to the “Native Life,
Native Art” Travelling Exhibi-
tion include: Rick Beaver,
Conrad Bobiwash, Laurie
Calder, Joane Cardinal-Schubert,
Mireille Courtois, Blake Debas-
sige, Bill Helin, Janet Kapon-
icin, Clifford Maracle, Perry
McLeod, Gerald McMaster, Bart
Meekis, R. Gary Miller, Norval
Morrisseau, Glen Nipshank,
Maxine Noel, Leonard Paul,
David Ruben Piqtoukun,
Ferguson Plain, Jane Ash Poitras,
Bill Powless, Erwin Printup,
Tracey Restoule, David Wil-
llams, Zoey Wood-Saiomon,
Cecil Youngfox.

THe 1990 Calendar is now avail-
able. Send $7 per copy ordered
to Extension Calendars, Suite
101, 67 Bond Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5B 1X5.




Calyssa Bird: Paul Band dancer

By Bert Crowfoot
Windspeaker Staff Writer

DUFFIELD, ALTA.

Rain failed to dampen the
spirits of organizers of the
Paul Band powwow and fast-
ball tournaments.

All the organizers did was

move the powwow indoors to
the arena and the powwow
went ahead as scheduled Fri-
day night and Saturday.
When the grounds finally
dried , the action shifted out-
doors to the arbor on Sunday.
Powwow chairman.Peter
Bird said.that the powwow
was super because there was

GRASSROOTS

GeorgeGoodbear. 'Mandan Hldatsa from

Newtowne, North Dakota

very little alcohol on the
grounds and everyone coop-
erated.

Money was saved since
there wasn’t a full comple-
ment of competitors in some
of the events and only 13
teepee owners were paid.

The fastball tournaments
did not fare as.well as the

powwow which was post-
poned because of rain.

Themen’sdraw began late
Saturday and in the end, the
Swan River team cruised
through the seven-team draw
and defeated the hometown
Paul Band Generals, 5-1in
the championship final.
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Donny Rain: Hometown favorite

On the ladies’ side, the
tournament didn’t get started
until Sunday when only four
teams showed up to play.

A true double knock-out
draw was reached. The Al-
exis Starfighters defeated the
Paul Band Skyhawks 12-6 to
win the championship trophy.

Alexis pitcher Sandi

Crowfoot was selected as the
most valuable player in the
tournament.

When the weekend activi-
ties finally ended, the Paul
Band commitice was ex-
tremely happy with the result
. Plans are already under way
for another powwow during
the Christmas holidays

Graduate Management
Admission Test

CALL:
459-7261 Edmonton

Sexion

Educational Centers %

Law Schood
Admission Test

Graduate
Record Exam

Weekend Test Preparation

University of British Columbia, University of Calgary,
University of Alberta, University of Saskatchewan
222-8272 Vancouver

292-2900 Calgary
933-0603 Saskatoon

Head Office
295 MacEwan Student Centre
University of Calgary

Native Venture
Capital Co. Ltd.

o m—

Residential
Treatment

MOOSEHORN
MARKET LTD.

U Gas U Hardware U Propaned Ice Q Groceries

331-3922

Calling Lake, Alberta

14318 - 128 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 3H5

A.C. (Al) PARK
451-4044

Reporting to the Executive Director this person will be
responsible for:
* Implementation of a 5 week Treatment Program

...A source M a n ag e r * Supervision of Counselling Staff
of business * Participate in Management Meeting & Case Conferences
financing for For a 20 bed alcohol & drug abuse : :’)l;(l)i:a::l:zteit:gtg\s'aluatnon
Alberta Native treatment tentre on the Stoney T fal : nould have:
: Reserve in Morley, Alberta. e successfu candlc!ate should have:
business * A background in Human Services
ventures. /, " SALARY TO BE NEGOTIATED. BA or BSW Degree and/or Equivalent work experience
Resumes should be received by * Knowledge and understanding of Chemical Dependency
Telephone: l (AUt AL 196, * Excellent couselling & communication skills
(403) 453-3911 ”Ihl“ ’ e ISMINRS 103 * Knowledge of appropriate community resources
STONEY ME DICINE LODGE * Excellent supervisory & organizational skills
TREATMENT CENTRE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE * A flexible work schedule (able to work evgs. & weekends)
BOX 1287

* Knowledge of Native culture

COCHRANE, ALBERTA TOL OWO TELEPHONE (403) 932-5333

078

lln s
Suite 202

11738 Kingsway Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta
T5G 0X5
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Birth Prompts Business

By Jeanne Lepine
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON, ALTA.

The cradleboard for ba-
bies has become virtually
obsolete.

But an Edmonton Native
couple has started their own
small business, manufactur-
ing the boards, which serve
as a crib, playpen, carriage
and car seat for infants.

Lise and Adelard Jacko,
formerly of the Chipewyan
Cold Lake band, said the high
cost of baby furniture gave
them the idea to build a cra-
dleboard for their expected
child.

From the time their son,
Jordon Dominic, now five
months old, was born, the
cradle board has served all
his needs. Not only is the
cradle board safe, healthy and
economical, but it is a multi-
purpose piece of baby furni-
ture.

“Going into a mall is like
being an attraction in a mu-
seum. People stop and ad-
mire the cradle board and ask

At one month, Jordon Dominic Jackson is
content in his cradleboard.

questions,” Lise Jacko said.
The interest generated by
the cradle board, prompted

the Jackos to launch theirown
small business making them,

The Jackos are presently
using a light-duty sewing
machine to get started, but
they will soon need an indus-
trial sewing machine to get
their business off the ground.

They have submitted a
proposal for provincial funds
which would allow them to
purchase the much-needed
machine.

Lise plans to submit a
recommendation to the pro-
vincial Social Services to
make the cradleboard avail-
ablein the layette thatis given
to young Native mothers on
welfare.

The cradleboard is made
in two pieces. The support is
made out of board withahoop
attached to the top of the board
and the moss bag is attached
to the support.

The moss bag is made of
different material from cot-
ton to leather, depending on
one’s choice. The infant is
snugly cradled into the moss
bag and laced to the board.

Up until the early 1900’s,
Native Women used moss,
which had been picked,
cleaned and dried, as diapers.
The moss was absorbent and

acted as an insulator,

For ababy tohave adiaper
rash was unheard of in those
days.

Although the moss bag
retains its original name, few
women today use moss.

The cradleboard was origi-
nally designed and con-
structed by our forefathers for
the purpose of keeping the
infant safe while allowing the
mother tomove and work with
ease.

The cradle board served
as the infant’s bed and could
be used horizontally or verti-
cally.

Being portable, itcould be
used as a carrier on the

mother’s back or could be

hung from a branch of a tree.

However, the Jackos pre-
fer not to see the cradleboard
used as a back carrier.

“Travelling by car or bus,
I am unable to monitor our
child if he is on my back.
With people always stopping
us and touching the baby and
cradle board, we want to make
sure everything is okey,” her
husband Adelard said.

Most cradleboards are
constructed the same way. A
wooden hoop attached to the
top of the board protects the

Use of Cradleboards revived

child from falling on its face
and smothering if the cradle
topples.

While in the cradle board,
the baby could be left to play
with a variety of toys hanging
from the hoop, while mother
attends to her chores.

Operating their new busi-
ness out of their home, the
young couple now have more
time to spend with their baby.

The Jackos both at-
tended Blue Quills Commu-
nity College, where Lise re-
ceived her degree in social
work and Adelard received
his certificate in child-care
work and corrections.

Working in her field since
graduating, Lise would like
to stay at home with her child
and take in Native foster chil-
dren.

Lise said the business
would helpchildrenkeep their
Native identity.

The Jackos are taking a
parent councilling course
through Social Services,
which would qualified them
to offer counsilling services
to families. The cradle
boards sell for $75. Those
interested in buying one can
contact the Jackos at 479-
7548.

Campgrounds
Princess Pageant
General Admission: $5 All Weekend
$3 Per Day
6 & Under Free
Proceeds to cover the expenses of the powwow
Grand Entry:
Friday Tpm
Saturday 1pm & 7pm
Sunday Ipm & Tpm

Registration Opens Friday 1pm and Closes Saturday 4pm

For further information:
Kamloops Indian Band
318 Yellowhead Highway
Kamloops, British Columbia V2H 1H1
Telephone: (604) 372-9575
Age Group
6& Under
G Ve
13-17 Yoan

138 Owr
440w

1B & Owr

$100 Spta Betwoen Al Cntesmen
3 $30
$100 b 2e]
9600 3400
800 DO
800 300
=230 31%
80 80
$100 7,
800 $400
$100 3

Booth Prices: Use of Propane or Electricity
Bannock & 1 Drink $25 $50
Arts & Crafts $40 $50

Commercial

Drum Compeltitions

$100
1/2 Price Friday Only
ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD BOOTHS
$1,400

$100

All Drums Split $1,000

Competitions All Categories

Host Drum: Little Boy, Duffield, Alta.

MC: John Tarbasket

Arena Director: John Jules, Kamloops, B.C. and Pete
Anthony, Chase, B.C.

WhipMan: Darryl Abrahamson, Albuequerque, New

Mexico

The Cugmlth- Wl Not Be Held Responsibie For Ary Lost Or Stolen Articies Or Injuries — ABSOLUTELY NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL ALLOWED

89.9

LAC LA BICHE

BE WISE -

ADVERTISE

Box 2250, LAC LA BICHE, Alberta TOA 2C0

(403) 623-3333

Activities Coordinator

Bonnyville Canadian Native Friendship Centre

To Develop and coordinate the implementation of family unit program-
ming initiatives. The activities shall be aimed at providing the membel-
ship and community with the opportunity to learn, participate and share.

Plan activities that are within the goals of the B.C.N.F.C.
Ensure that there are adequate funds.
Prepare proposals for funders.
Develop and update files.

Make presentations on behalf of the B.C.N.F.C.
to groups, agencies and schools.

Good communication skills {written and oral).

Proposal writing and budget preparations are a necessity. Experience
and knowledge of the Native Friendship Centre Movement and other
native organizations is an asset.

Negotiable with experience.
August 31, 1989

Personnel Committee
Bonnyville Canadian Native Friendship Centre
Box 5399, Bonnyville Alberta TO9N 2G5




Tribute to "Big Bill"”

By Jeanne Lepine
Windspeaker Staff Writer

DUFFIELD, ALTA.

It is customary for Native
people to hold a memorial in
honor of a deceased loved
one about one year after the
death.

Ruth McNab’s memorial
for her beloved husband Bill,
who passed away May 24,
1988, is by way of publica-
tion.

Being away from the re-
serve that had been their
home, McNab believes that
by publicizing a memorial of
her late husband, she will
reach more of his friends.

Bill McNab hailed from
Gordon’s reserve in Sas-
katchewan, where the couple
lived since their marriage in
1961.

After his sudden death,
Ruth returned to live on her
home reserve of Duffield. She
is the daughter of well-known
elder Albert Lightning of the
Hobemmma reserve.

Within his wide circle of
friends and family, Bill
McNab is remembered as a
powwow dancer.

In 1982, he was the presi-
dent of the powwow commit-
tee hosted by the Touchwood
File Hills District Chiefs.

This was the largest pow-
wow held in Canada. It was
the World Assembly of First
Nationsinternational celebra-
tions, held at Kinookimaw
Beach, Sask., 30 miles north
of Regina.

The powwow featured
Indigenous dancers and sing-
ers from Sweden, South
America, Mexico, New Zeal-
and, Tahiti, Australia. More

than 300 international danc-
ers took part in the gala.
McNab worked on the
Gordon’sreserve asCommu-
nity Health Resource person
(CHR) for 23 years. He was
also the CHR advisor for the
Medical Service branch in
Saskatchewan.
McNab retired in 1987
due to health reasons. He had
been a diabetic for 15 years.

GRASSR
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As an advisor, McNab
would address classes of
community health resource
graduates. He always gave a
supportive but forceful speech
on the importance of the CHR
program.

He was a member of the
hospital board in Lestock and
served on the hospital board
in Lebret.

“Big Bill” as he was
known, was cherished for his
love of animals and of people.
There was no color barrier to
love in his eyes.

McNab was a very soft-
spoken man. Yet he could
drown out the choir in the
church when he sang. His wife
says he had a great love of
singing.

He had travelled with Ed
Thunderchild and sons to sing
at many powwows. Thunder-
child was adopted as a father
by McNab, whose parents
died when he was a young-
ster.

He was raised by his
grandparents and helped to
raise his two sisters and a
brother.

During this time, he was
taught todo the delicate work
of a women such as cooking,

sewing and beading. He main-
tained these skills throughout
his life.

He later used these skills
in making powwow dance
costumes.

It was his wish to have a
traditional burial song with
drums at his funeral.

His wife arranged for
Thunderchild and sons to
carry out his wish.

During the lastseven years
of his life, the couple dedi-

Bill McNab: Dedicated to God

cated their life to God.
They were not blessed with

children. But they filled their

lifes by helping young people
who had no home or just
needed someone to talk to.
McNab became a father fig-
ure to many troubled youth.
Ruth McNabexpresses her
gratitude to the people, the
Medical Service Branch, and
her Christian family for their
thoughtfulness and caring
during her time of loss.
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Nativé Women
to get a
helping hand

By Jeanne Lepine
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

Native women who want
to gain entry into the work
force or further their educa-
tion or training will now geta
helping hand.

The Native women pre-
employment program stresses
building self-esteem and en-
hancing employment and life
skills.

The course will help the
women tochoose acareer goal
and help them reach it.

Classes are informal with
discussion groups, lectures,
films, guest speakers and
group projects.

The program is offered
free of charge. A training al-
lowance may be available.

To qualify, a Native
women must be at least 18
years old and be able to read
and write English at an ac-

Salary: $33,792 - $41,868
Family and Social Services

number to:

10011 - 109 Street
Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 3S8

CASEWORK SUPERVISOR
Competition No: ER89E8118-001-WDSP

EDMONTON - Using your knowledge of the Canadian Native
Culture, in this position you will supervise and coordinate the
activities of the Native Resource Worker Unit assisting the Unit
to meet the broad needs of the Edmonton District Office Child
Welfare Units invlovement with Native clients. You will also
coordinate training requirements of staff, clients, foster parents,
and other care givers relative to Native culture. Knowledge of a
Native language is an asset. QUALIFICAIONS: Academic
preparation in the field of Social Work/Social Sciences or Human
Services. Several years related casework experience, ‘supervi-
sory experience and BSW/MSW and completed RSW an asset.
NOTE: Smoking restrictions in effect. For further information
call Bob Sevigny and 453-7704.

Closing Date: August 18, 1989

Please send an application form or resume quoting competition

Alberta Government Employment Office
4th Floor, Kensington Place

Coordinator

Calgary Native Awareness Week Coordinating Committee is seeking to fill the
position of Coordinator, to plan and organize Native AwarenessWeek 1990.

Qualifications required:

* Strong organizational skills.

e Strong communicational skills.
 Good personal presentation (public speaking an asset).
» Knowledge of Native organizations, services available.
e Proven management skiils.
e Experience in government and private sectors funding sources.
¢ Knowledge of budgeting and financial management.
 Knowledge of public relation strategies, publicity.

* Power of delegation.
e Knowledge of native and cultural heritage will be an asset.

Period of Employment:

Salary:
Closing Date:

Send resume to:

September 1989 - June 1990
with possible permanent employment.

Slawa Gruszczynska

Negotiable based on personal skills, training and experience.
September 1,.1989.

Calgary Native Friendship Society

140 - 2nd Ave. S.W.
Calgary, AB
T2P 0B9

Kentucky

Fried Chicken
Chicken Village

"Itta Kameyo Nokwatami Michichesa”

® CHICKEN ® BURGER
® SALADS ® FRENCH FRIES
® DAIRY PRODUCTS @ CATERING

= 3 GRIMSHAW, McKenzie Hwy.

o

332-1300

HIGH PRAIRIE, 5100 - 53 Ave.

523-3233

PEACE RIVER, 9501 - 100 St.

624-2141

ceptable level.
The applicant must be free
from alcohol or substance

abuse for at least a month.

Women who are undergo-
ing drug therapy must have
reached a stable level of
medication.

The program’s goal is to
find jobs Native women will
enjoy. Participants will be
taught how to develop a bal-
ance in their life between
career, family and leisure.

The program is offered by
Grant MacEwan College.
New students are accepted at
regular intervals.

For further information,
call the career development
program at 477-0200.

——
| ——
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—— -

Good News
Party Line

FOSTER
PARENTS

"Who are Foster
Children? How do you go
about becoming a Foster
Family? Answers to these
questions will be discussed
Foster Care
information series starting
Tuesday, August 15, 1989.
Everyone is welcome to
attend. To register, call
Michael at 427-KIDS
(5437)."

Foster Care Unit "D"
EDMONTON, AB., T6E 427

at a

PUT IT HERE.,

Call or write the editor to include good
news of non-profit events you want to
share, courtesy of AGT.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 1

Bonnyville Canadian Native Friendship Centre - Bonnyville
Function: The primary function is to direct the total organization towards a high standard of
operation in achieving the goals and objectives of the Bonnyville Canadian Native Friendship

Centre.

Duties: Responsible for all phases of management, including administration, supervision of
staff and promotion of all areas of the organization. Ensure that board directives, personnel
rules and regulations are adhered to and are implemented, in order for the programs of the
organization to operate effectively and efficiently.
Ensures that accounting procedures are followed in order to have proper financial control and
administration. Arranges for monthly financial and staff reports to the Board of Directors.

Consult and patrticipate in the development of existing and new programs for continuous
personal and intellectual growth of the organization. Maintains good working relations with the
Board of Directors, government and community agencies, other native organizations and the

public at large.

Foster an environment of teamwork and commitment through the organization by developing
and improving methods of good communication and training.
Responsible and answerable to the Board of Directors.

Qualifications: Extensive administration and management experience in the service of
organizations. Good communication skills (written and oral) are a requirement. Proposal
writing and budget preparations a necessity. Some accounting experience desirable.
Experience and knowledge of the Native Friendship Centre Movement and other native
organizations is an asset. Knowledge of the aboriginal cultures and able to speak the Cree
language a great asset. Must be willing to do some travel.
Salary: Negotiable with experience. Closing Date: August 31, 1989. Send Resume to:
Personnel Committee, Bonnyville Canadian Native Friendship Centre, Box

5399, Bonnyville, Alberta, TON 2G5
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DANA WAGG, Windspeaker

The pause that refreshes: Jeffrey Lafond of Thunderchild (left) and
James Standingwater of Turtleford, Sask. take a smoke break to
watch dancers from Saddle Lake do a round dance. Right: A Playful

tug isn't enough to get the balloon away.
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Beaver Lake
Cultural Days

DANA WAGG, Windspeaker

Sucker Creek Recreation Rodeo
&

Fastball Tournament
August 19 & 20, 1989

EVENT PURSE | EVENT PURSE
Saddle bronc $200.00 | Team Roping $200.00
Bareback $200.00 | Sr. Barrel Racing  $200.00
Bull Riding $300.00 | Jr. Barrel Racing  $100.00
Steer Wrestling $200.00 | Jr. Steer Racing  $100.00
Calf Roping $200.00

Send or phone entries to Central Rodeo Entry
Address: Box 442, Hobbema, AB., TOC 1NO
Telephone: (403) 585-3852
Entries Open: 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. Date: August 14, 1989
Call Back: 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. Date: August 16, 1989
Contractor: Roasting
Local Entry Office No.: 523-4426 - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Before: August 14, 1989

F 11 rnamen
August 19 & 20, 1989
8 Fastball Teams

$200.00 Entry Fee
Prize money: 1st. - $800.00, 2nd. - $500.00, 3rd. - $300.00

(Pending number of entries)
All entry fees to be called in before August 16,1989.
Telephone: 523-4426 day or 523-3494 evening.

Saturday Evening

URBAN COWBOY DANCE with MECHANICAL BULL RIDING CONTEST
$200.00 Prize money & entries
Entry Fee: $5.00
First-go-around 9:30 p.m.

l * l Indian and Northern Affaires indiennes
Affairs Canada et du Nord'Canada

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
is pleased to announce a
new program to train...

Wildlife Management
Technologists

This intensive, two-year program will be offered primarily on the
NAIT campus in Edmonton. The training will include two, 8-
month periods of classroom instruction and two, 4-month

periods of on-the-job training. Graduates will receive a diploma I
in Biological Sciences. This training qualifies the individual to
work as a warden in one of the National parks or as a ranger in
one of the Provincial parks.

Applications are now being accepted for the program, which
begins September 18, 1989.

For more information and applications please contact:

Leona Shirt
Assistant Manager, Employment and Training |
Indian and Northern Affairs

Suite 630, 6th Floor, Canada Place
9700 Jasper Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 4G2

Phone: (403) 495-2784

Class size: 20 students

Application deadline: August 23, 1989

Admission requirements: Treaty Indians with grade X and
relevant experience.

Canada
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Saddle Lake takes fastball

By DANA WAGG
Windspeaker Staff Writer

the mens’ fastball champion-
ship under their belts.

The team was led to a 6-2
victory on the holiday long
weekend  over  Fort
McMurray’s Laird Electricby
pitcherLarry Suvee, who was
named the tourney’s Most
Valuable Player.

Suvee used to throw for
the Lac La Biche Swinging
Devils.

Saddle Lake, considered
the sentimental favorite in the
finals,hadacommanding lead
over Fort McMurray in the
championship game butblew
the chance to knock off Fort
McMurray, which wenton to
win.

That set the stage for a
second game to decide the
championship since Saddle
Lake had earlier beaten Laird.

The second-place finish

DANA WAGG, Windspeaker

Oldtimers finished third, eam-
ing the team $500.

Ricky Makokis of Saddle
Lake (all-star infielder); Gary
Lameman of Beaver Lake
(most sportsmanlike); Brian
McConnell of Laird (home-
run king); and Derek Condie
of Sterling Crane (all-star
outfielder).

A dozen mens’ teams had
been expected to take part in
the tournament.

However, the Canadian
Native Mens’ Fastball Cham-
pionship held in Winnipeg on
the same weekend drew a
number of teams away, said
Recreation Coordinator Eric
Lameman.

The teams who played
Winnipeg included Beaver
Lake’s senior mens’ team, the
Lasso Golden Eagles, which
won the tournament last year.

A planned ladies’ fastball
tournament had to be
cancelled.

coming from all over to join
in the celebrations, including

last year. And after enjoying
themselves last year, many

Also entered in the tour-  many from Fort Chipewyan. returned for this year’s cele-
BEAVER LAKE.AB ney were the Beaver Lake Lameman estimated daily  brations, Lameman said.
’ - Royals and a team from Ca-  attendance for the event at “They found out it is a
The Saddle Lake Warriors nadian Forces Base Cold 1,000people.Lastyear,about happening,” he said. “We’ll
left the Beaver Lake reserve 2K 3,000 people attended. be back bigger and stronger
$1,100 richer after tucking ., LTOPHIeS also went 10 Curiosity broughtthemin Dext year.”

gave Fort McMurray $800.
The Sterling Crane

Intensity: Saddle Lake hurdler Larry Suvee
was tournament M.V.P.

Employment Opportunity

The Yellowhead Tribal Council Is seeking a "Health Careers
Coordinator” for our organization. The main purpose of this
position Is to address all areas of health issues, needs and
concerns of the Y.T.C. member bands. Some of the goals and
objectives are:

- To increase health awareness through resources,
preventative programs and materials.

- To provide programs related health workshops to Y.T.C.
as well as individual bands.

- To promote traditional health medicines by utilizing the
knowledge of elders.

- To liase and communicate with A.I.LH.C.C., M.S.B. AND
CHR Association on a regular basis.

- To develop a newsletter for better communication within
Y.T.C. Bands on what's happening with health committee.

The successful candidate for this position should be able
to communicate verbally with government offIcials, elders,
and general public, must have proposal and letter writing
experience, must be free to travel, able to take direction and
also work on own Initiative, should have some knowledge or
experience in health related field, experience in organizing
conferences and workshop.

Deadline for applications for this position is 4:00 p.m,
Friday, September 1, 1989. Salary for this position is nego-
tiable. Please send letter of application and copy of resume to:

Mr. Richard Arcand, Executive Director
#307 Wesgrove Building

131 - First Avenue

Spruce Grove, AB

T7X 2Z8
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Ouch: This Fort curray plr s
hand from a teammate after hurting his leg
on a run to first.

Although the Beaver Lake
Native Cultural Celebrations
are two years old, people are

" SIK-OOH-KOTOKI
FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY

535 13 ST. NORTH
LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA
CANADA T1H 2S6
PHONE (403) 328-2414

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Applications are invited for the position of Assistant Director for the SIK-OOH-KOTOKI Friendship
Society. Under the direction of the Executive Director, the Assistant Director will be responsible for the
complete programming, implementation and maintenance of the Program Department.

I Duties to Include:

- Development and implime_ntation%f community related projects and proposals.
- Preparation of quarterly submissions of funding agencies.
- Maintain positive relation activities with funding agencies and community organizations.
- Be responsible for obtaining and organist coaches/volunteers for program activities.
- To assist the management team and staff members in budget proposals and submissions.
- Assist in the coordination and supervision of weekend and evening activities.
-To assist the Executive Director in liaison and advocating of native issues pertaining to the
Society.
- To develop a positive rapport with other communication groups.
- Ensure sufficient funding and expenditures are in accordance with the approved budget.
I - Reporting of day-to-day operations and activities to the Executive Director.
- Ensure that program information is mailed to membership and agencies.

LETHBRIDGE

‘II -"

Qualifications:

- Education experience must be of a post-secondary level in either recreation, program
management or social services development, or equivalent of minimum four (4) years
demonstration experience.

- Efficient reporting and writing skills.

- Class 4 operators licence an asset, or be prepared to obtain class 4 operators licence.

- Strong background in financial management.

- Knowledge of government funding sources, foundations and private funding groups.

- Knowledge of computers.

- Knowledge of ABORIGINAL CULTURE and LANGUAGE is a definate asset.

- Knowledge of Treaty and Metis Rights. .

- Abstinence from drugs and alcohol for a period of three (3) years.

Closing Date: August 30, 1989, at 4:00 p.m. Salary: Negotiable

Apply to: SIK-OOH-KOTOKI FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY
Attention: Mr. Mike Bruised Head
535 - 13th ST. North
Lethbridge, Alberta
T1J 286

DANA WAGG, Windspeaker
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Indian and Metis News...Every Week

Keep up to date on all the latest news of
the Native community by reading the

Win'dspeaker new§paper ev.ery week. And THE ONLY WORD YOU NEED TO KNOW
that' s not all to enjoy, for Windspeaker also Our message reaches 10,000 subscribers and over

includes an entertaining selection of 30,000 readers each and every week.
commentary, history, stories, cartoons and Rest assured that Windspeaker is the right vehicle to

' : : ; reach Alberta's Native people.
phOtOS. Don't miss a Smgle 1SSue. We are staffed and geared to take on any advertising

. campaign - planning, creating, designing and provide
SUbSCI’Ibe tOday ever;gt}ﬁng you needgto achiexge your objectives in 1989.
Only $20 per year Be a part of Windspeaker by contacting our sales
deparment today.
Yes, please include me on the Windspeaker subcribers' list, enclosed is $20. Telephone: (403) 455-2700 or FAX: (403) 452-1428
More readers, quicker results, the right
Name look for less cost.
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15001-112 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta.
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