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“They're justifying
going in there and
using the Criminal
Code to criminalize
our economy.”

— Terrance Nelson
on gaming
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Militia officers suspended
over racist war games

By Stephen LaRose
Windspeaker Correspondent

REGINA

Two officers with the Saskatchewan Dragoons militia unit have
been suspended pending a military investigation into a training
exercise with allegedly racist overtones at Camp Dundurn in Sep-
tember 1995.

The exercise’s scenario, called “Ex Lunatic Fringe,” was leaked to
the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix last month. In the scenario, several mem-
bers of the Dragoons were taken “hostage” by 14 people portraying
Native people who had set up a barricade. The “hostages,” but not
the “hostage-takers,” knew they were being held in the Canadian
Armed Forces’ largest explosives and ammunition depot.

In the scenario, the “hostage-takers” were led by a 24-year-old
glue-sniffing ex-convict named “Frankie Fencepost.” Other hos-
tage-takers had names such as “John Grey Eyes,” “Ruby Running
Shoe” and “Jim Beardy.”

In the scenario, the “hostage takers” murder a security guard.

“Frankie Fencepost” hoped that this would bring an end to the
hostage taking because the body was starting to stink and bloat.

The training exercise was one of several exercises which are
held at Camp Dundurn by the Dragoons and other militia units
on weekends in the fall, winter and spring, said Col. Robert
Chisholm, commander of the militia’s Saskatchewan district. The
first he knew of the “Ex Lunatic Fringe” exercise was when a Star-

Phoenix reporter called him after its outline was faxed to the pa-
per, he added.

The “Ex Lunatic Fringe” exercise came after a summer of armed ,
Native standoffs at Ipperwash, Ont., and Gustafsen Lake, B.C.,and g
after several hostage-taking incidents involving Canadian troops
on United Nations peacekeeping duties in Bosnia.

News of this training scenario saddened Ernie Cameron, the
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations' vice chief. For the past
three years, Cameron has worked with the armed forces on the
“Bold Eagle” program, which gives Saskatchewan Native youth
an opportunity to experience military life, duties and responsibili-
ties.

If the people who designed the training exercise had contacted
the FSIN, Cameron said, “we could have helped them get this [ex-
ercise] done right.” The outline for “Ex Lunatic Fringe” dehuman-
ized First Nations people and made a mockery of the complex is-
sue of land claims, he added.

“The good thing about this incident, if there is one, is that the

'higher-ups within the militia are concerned about what has hap-
pened,” Cameron said. “We’ve always had a good working rela-
tionship with the militia senior officers.”

The two suspended officers are Maj. Larry Mack, the Dragoons’
commanding officer, and Capt. Bill Green, the officer in charge of
that exercise.

Col. Chisholm has ordered an inquiry into the “Ex Lunatic
Fringe” exercise, to be headed by his deputy, Lt. Col. Randy Brooks.
The inquiry’s results will decide what disciplinary action, if any,

7 7 2 will be taken against the Dragoon’s officers or enlisted men,
WWEF/CANADA Hidrovia Campaign Chisholm said.
| “I’m more concerned about getting the job done right than get-
ting the job done quickly,” he said.
The inquiry should be completed by the first week of April,
though an extension can be granted if the need arises, he added.

Camp Dundurn, 50 km southeast of Saskatoon, is the major
training area for Saskatchewan'’s six militia units. Eight officers
and 58 enlisted personnel comprise the Saskatchewan Dragoons.
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First Americans in
the Arts Award pres-
entations netted Ca-
nadian performers
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awards. Native
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can sister, the
Iditarod.
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AVAVAVA News

By R John Hayes
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CORUMBA, Brazil

The world’s largest wetland
area and the Indigenous peoples
who live there are endangered
by the construction of Hidrovia,
a mega-project with costs that
may exceed $5 billion. The de-
velopment would see the
dredging, widening and
straightening of the Parana and
Paraguay rivers for more than
3,500 km.

Hidrovia would allow
ocean-going ships to sail into
the centre of South America,
give land-locked Bolivia a deep-
water port and give Brazil and
Paraguay better access to inter-
national shipping. Plans call for
it to be largely funded by the
World Bank, and itis being sup-
ported by the governments of
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Para-
guay and Uruguay, which to-
gether make up a free-trade
zone called Mercosur.

The super-waterway is envi-
sioned by Mercosur as the fu-
ture economic backbone for the

region. Environmentalists and
Aborigina

what differently — as a poten-
tial economic and environmen-
tal disaster.

Between the Paraguay and
Parana rivers, lies the Pantanal.
It is the heart of the continent,
more than just geographically:
the pulse of the Pantanal regu-
lates the flow of water to and
through a huge drainage basin.

The Pantanal itself covers
more than 200,000 sq. km in Bra-
zil, Bolivia, Paraguay and Ar-
gentina. That’s a marsh four
times the size of Nova Scotia.

In the rainy season, the
grasslands of the Pantanal get
covered by the water to a depth
of more than two metres. The
area acts as a sponge, retaining
water from all around, then
gradually releasing it over the
next few months. It thus elimi-
nates the potentially disastrous
flood tides, while also supply-
ing water over the subsequent
dry months to the rich plains of
Argentina and Uruguay.

The Pantanal is also home to
the largest undamaged ecosys-
tem in South America, which in-
cludes wildlife that Audubon

mmE NATION IN BRIEF =

Yalden calls for fair treatment for Natives
Racism is on the rise in Canada and Native people are

still the greatest victims of discrimination, said Cana-

dian Human Rights Commissioner Max Yalden.
Yalden’s annual report was released March 19 with a
warning that Canada’s fine record in the area of equal-
ity rights could be jeopardized unless Canadians are
prepared to be more vigilant. On Aboriginal
commission believes there is a great deal more to be
done if Canada is to meet its moral and material obli-
gations to Native peoples. “If human rights are funda-
mentally about providing all this country’s citizens
with an even break, it is time we recognized once and
for all that Native Canadians have by far the most press-
ing claim on both official and personal action to re-
spect those rights,” the report says.

Interest in Native culture a money-maker
A study conducted by a Saskatchewan consulting
firm estimates Aboriginal themes in tourism could
create up to $10,000 jobs for Saskatchewan Natives
in the next 10 years. Consultant KMPG recommends
capitalizing on what it says is growing interest in
Aboriginal culture around the world. The study rec-

issues, the

1 people see it some-

magazine de-
scribed as “stag-
gering.” Also
resident _ are
members of the
Guato, Terena,
Kaiowa, Borora,
Umotina, Pareci
and Kinikinao
traditional peo-
ples.
“Develop-
ment induced by
Hidrovia will af-
fect the present
lifestyle of the lo-
cal rural
populations
throughout the
Pantanal and
Paraguay rivers
region, including
the remaining In-
digenous
populations,”
says a study by
Wetlands of the
Americas, a river
conservation
group based in
the U.S. and in
Argentina.
“Subsistence
hunting has been
a traditional ac-
tivity in the area, mostly by In-
digenous communities,” the re-
port continues. “Sport hunting
is a growing activity in the area,
both by local populations and
by international groups. Loss of
habitat, particularly for ducks,
and changes in productivity
patterns may affect productiv-
ity of huntable species.”
Hidrovia may essentially
drain the area, given time. Part
of the project is the removal
from the huge rivers of rock bar-
riers which slow the flow of
water. The straightening out of
the rivers — Hidrovia will cut
out more than 60 km from the
rivers when it’s finished — will
also allow the water to get out
of the Pantanal faster. While the
marsh dries out, the people
downstream may be subjected
to greatly increased flooding.
“No doubt, the project’s im-
pacts will not be limited to the
rivers and wetlands, but will
extend outward in waves to en-
compass the entire Paraguay
basin,” concluded the first meet-
ing of the Indigenous peoples of
the Paraguay basin in Asuncion,
Paraguay, last October. “Our

ommends developing the American market and im-
proving Aboriginal products and services.

Let Natives tell their own stories
The Aboriginal Film Makers Association of Alberta is
lobbying the CBC for more regular programs about, and
produced by, Natives. Gregory Coyes and Raymond
Yakeleya complain that non-Native people are still tell-
ing Aboriginal stories. They are pitching a new program-
ming initiative called The Seventh Fire, a weekly First
Nations national TV forum. The half-hour program
would give Native people across the country an active
site in mainstream Canadian media to tell their stories.
The two film makers ask that CBC consider a model es-
tablished in Australia where the government has devel-
oped a TV unit dedicated solely to Aboriginal people.

Dutch jump the gun on ban ;
The Metis Association of the Northwest Territories is
taking the Dutch government to court to fight what it
says is an illegal ban on fur imports from Canada. The
Netherlands had recently banned imports of 13 spe-
cies of wild fur despite an agreement with the Euro-
pean Union to postpone the ban to Jan. 1, 1997. The
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‘Monster’ project threatens Indigenous peoples

Map courtesy of Audubon magazine

concern is not limited to the af-
fected communities, but ex-
tends to all peoples who will
also be impacted by the
Hidrovia.”

The Pantanal has been pro-
tected by the annual flooding,
which has limited development
and agriculture, thus preserving
traditional lifestyles and wild-
life. With less water — the riv-
ers rise and fall as much as 15
metres a year — there will be
more permanently dry ground.
With increased economic devel-
opment, there will be more
money and better market ac-
cess. The pressures on the
Pantanal and its people may be
too great to withstand.

“This project is intended to
benefit small groups of large
businessmen who will profit
from the export and transport of
grains, meat and minerals,” the
Indigenous peoples’ statement
said. “But, all the people of the
five countries will have to pay
for it, and it will cause very great
impacts to  traditional
populations. Nothing about this
project will help Indigenous
peoples.

“If the rivers and the
wetlands are affected, our
drinking water, our springs and
wells will be affected,” the state-
ment continued. “In this way,
our lives will be affected and

our survival will be endan-

gered.

“This project does not recog-
nize the value of the rivers, nor
the value of the wetlands, nor
the forests, the fish, or the birds.
Nor does it value Indigenous
peoples or life itself. It only
places value on the profits of the
businessman.”

The profitability of the
project has also been seriously
questioned. South American
governments have been ac-
cused of solving small problems
with large projects, which end
up enriching the political and
economic élites but costing the
countries. The huge Italpu Dam
enriched Paraguay’s President
Juan Carlos Wasmosy, also a
high-profile Hidrovia promoter.
Ithas cost the construction mag-
nate’s country dearly since it
was built in the 1970s. Experts
point to the possibility that
Hidrovia might also become an
expensive white elephant.

International bankers re-
quire a return of 10 per cent to

12 per cent, which is only barely

achievable in Hidrovia. Projec-
tions assume an incCrease in ag-
ricultural production, which is
not assured. One commentator
points out two problems with
the Brazilian soy crop: estimates
are based on an increase of up
to 25 per cent over the current
maximum productivity per hec-
tare, and the soy is available for
shipping when the water is al-
ready highest when products
can be shipped on the rivers as
they are. There will be no soy
crop to ship when the water is
traditionally low, therefore
there’s no need to deepen,
widen and straighten the rivers.

“The Hidrovia Paraguay-
Parand project,” said the com-
bined voice of the Indigenous
peoples, the voice of the
Pantanal, “is like a giant mon-
ster which threatens the Indig-
enous peoples of the region. The
constitutions of our countries
have recognized our right to
exist as original peoples. If this
Hidrovia project goes against
this fundamental right, it must
be stopped.”

Dutch say the animals are endangered. Gary Bohnet
of the Metis association says none of the species har-
vested in the Northwest Territories are endangered.

Manitoba chiefs visit South Africa

A delegation of Manitoba chiefs and other First Na-
tions representatives, led by Grand Chief Phil
Fontaine of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, arrived
in Johannesburg, South Africa, March 14 for meet-
ings with the African National Congress. The tour is
intended to cement political relations between the
ANC and AMC. On a visit to Soweto, the delegation
visited with families struggling under conditions of
desperate squalor and poverty. Many of the four
million people living in the township had been for-
cibly removed from their traditional lands by the
former apartheid regime. “First Nations easily un-
derstand the processes that lead to misery and pov-
erty as a result of original peoples being dispossessed
of their own countries,” said Fontaine. “The hearts
of First Nations are with our black brothers and sis-
ters here as they look to President Nelson Mandela’s
government beginning the long, hard road to social
and economic justice.”
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AVAVAVA News
Accusations fly as Kanehsatake chief ousted

By Alex Roslin
Windspeaker Correspondent

KANEHSATAKE, Que.

Less than a year into his
mandate, Jerry Peltier has been
ousted as Grand Chief of
Kanehsatake after he and his
opponents traded accusations
of wrong-doing and corruption.

After months of controversy
surrounding Peltier’s adminis-
tration, members of the
Mohawk Nation near Oka, Que.
voted by secret ballot to remove
Peltier from office. The motion
to oust the chief was won by 169
votes to 48.

But Peltier and his support-
ers aren’t going down without
a fight. Shortly after the commu-

Taxation board inks

By Christine Wong
Windspeaker Correspondent
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OTTAWA

Collecting millions of dollars
in property taxes will be a lot
easier for Aboriginals living on
reserves under a new agreement
signed by Indian Affairs Minis-
ter Ron Irwin.

Irwin inked a deal with the
Indian Taxation Advisory Board
on March 13, giving the Board a
formal mandate to help First
Nations collect property taxes
from non-Natives using reserve
lands.

The power to collect taxes is
a significant step toward greater
self-determination, Irwin said.

“Theability to raise revenues
is a key element in achieving
self-government and economic

By Christine Wong

Former chief Jerry Peitier.

nity assembly, held Feb. 28,
Peltier wrote to Indian Affairs
minister Ron Irwin contesting
the validity of the vote and a
former Peltier aide, Mary Cree,
announced plans to sue the In-
dian Act band council.

self-reliance,” Irwin said. Board
chair Clarence “Manny” Jules
agreed.

“ As we move more and more
towards greater autonomy and
self-government, taxation is go-
ing to become more important.
Taxation has to be an integral
part of self-government,” said
Jules, chief of the Kamloops In-
dian Band in British Columbia.

The ITAB was created after
Section 83 of the Indian Act was
amended in 1988, giving First
Nations the power to collect
residential and commercial
property taxes from non-Na-
tives on reserve land. Although
the ITAB was formed eight
years ago, the new agreement
more formally and clearly out-
lines the roles and responsibili-
ties of the board.

The five regional board
members who advise Irwin on

Meanwhile, the band coun-
cil’s books are being investi-
gated by police for evidence of
financial wrong-doing under
Peltier’s administration.

Questions about Peltier’s ad-
ministration intensified in re-
cent months as residents com-
plained of growing crime in the
community.

An open dispute occurred
between Peltier and the band
council when the council fired
Cree, Peltier’s aide and confi-
dante, from the post of director
of operations on Jan. 23.

On Feb. 19, Peltier wrote a
letter to the band council sug-
gesting a new election be held
to reaffirm Peltier’s mandate.
But the band council decided
that Peltier had tendered his res-
ignation and instead scheduled
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a vote on whether he should
stay in power.

The Eastern Door, a
Kahnawake newspaper, re-
ported that there is no provi-
sion in the electoral code that
the band was using for remov-
ing a grand chief, except in the
case where there is a conviction
of a felony.

Interim Grand Chief Jimmy
Gabriel conceded that Peltier’s
Feb. 19 letter was not a letter of
resignation, but added that af-
ter the letter was sent Peltier
emptied his office and left town.

“We interpreted that letter
and his actions as him abandon-
ing his post,” Gabriel said.

Gabriel said Peltier wrote his
letter right after he learned that
the band council was looking at
the band’s books and investigat-

ing possible improprieties.

“When we started looking at
the financial records of our of-
fice, we started becoming sus-
picious,” said Gabriel. “The
moment we started poking
around the budgeting, he
(Peltier) sent the letter calling for
new elections.”

Gabriel said he hopes a new
election will be held in May.

Peltier’s supporters vehe-
mently deny there wasany wrong-
doing under his administration
and in turn accuse members of the
band council of shady dealings in
the plans to build a casino in the
community. One Peltier supporter
said Mary Cree was actually fired
because she found out too much
about the project, which the sup-
porter said included “a lot of
backroom deals.”

deal for formal mandate

reserve taxation are: Jules
(Board chair and B.C. repre-
sentative); Strater Crowfoot of
the Siksika Nation (vice-chair
and Alberta representative);
David Paul of the Tobique First
Nation (New Brunswick);
Grand Chief Phil Fontaine of the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs;
and Ricky Fontaine of the Innu
Takuaikan Uashat mak Mani-
Utenam in Sept-lles (Quebec).

The ITAB is the first inde-
pendent, Aboriginal-controlled
body to be involved in ministe-
rial decision-making under the
Indian Act. This means it has (in
its role as a direct adviser to
Irwin) more influence over the
development of Indian affairs
policy than any other Native
organization before it.

“It really opens up a new
chapter in relations between the
federal government and First

resources from that land for

Nations,” Jules said. “(Property
taxation) is the only independ-
ent source of revenue for most
First Nations outside of the fed-
eral government.”

The first part of the ITAB's
job is to let reserves know taxa-
tion is an option available to
them. If the band councils de-
cide to take that route, the Board
helps them develop tax bylaws
tailored to the needs of their
communities. The Board also
consults with provincial and
municipal governments to
avoid conflicts with existing tax
laws. Each individual reserve
decides how the revenues are
spent.

Since 1989, the ITAB has
helped more than 50 First Na-
tions enact property tax by-laws
generating over $15 million in
revenue each year. B.C. has en-
acted most of the bylaws, with

45 to date. The amount of
money collected by each com-
munity varies by the size and
amount of taxable land on each
reserve. Revenues can be used
for anythmg from garbage col-
lection services to job creation
programs.

A grey area does exist, how-
ever. The ITAB does not deal at
all with so-called “special re-
serve lands,” bought by
churches for First Nations over
a century ago, and therefore
land not held by the Crown.
Under ITAB guidelines, only
reserves fully recognized by the
government can collect taxes
because the government does
not recognize Aboriginal title
over special reserve lands. Most
cases involving taxation re-
quests on special reserve lands
will likely end up in the courts,
Jules said.

Supreme Court dismisses case of gammg rights

Windspeaker Correspondent

OTTAWA

The Supreme Court of
Canada has quickly dismissed
an appeal case on Native gam-
ing rights and, in the process,
cast serious doubts on the future
of Aboriginal self-government.

The highest courtin the land
unanimously dismissed the
gaming case on Feb. 26 without
hearing arguments from the
federal and provincial govern-
ments. The case, which was
scheduled to last two days, was
thrown out after only a half-day
of arguments from lawyers rep-
resenting Native bands and or-
ganizations.

The case involved members
of the Shawanaga and Eagle
Lake bands of northern Ontario,
who appealed to the Supreme
Court after the Ontario Court of
Appeal upheld their conviction
on gaming charges.

The issue of gaming has been
simmering for the past few
years. Provincial governments
have a legal monopoly over
gambling operations, which
gives them the power to decide

who can set them up, how large
they are and who gets the pro-
ceeds.

Several Native bands across
Canada have challenged that
monopoly by setting up their
own gambling operations in
defiance of the current law, re-
sulting in numerous raids by
police. The bands say it is more
than just a fight over money.

“It’s not about gaming, it’s
about jurisdiction and economic
self-determination,” said

. Terrance Nelson of the Roseau

River reserve in Manitoba,
which has been raided by police
three times since 1993.

“They're justifying going in
there and using the Criminal
Code to criminalize our
economy,” he added.

Clayton Ruby, one of the
most noted defence lawyers in
Canada, argued the case was
not a question of criminal law,
but an issue of “Constitutional
jurisdiction” and “the collective
sovereignty of Aboriginal peo-
ples.”

He said the Constitution
gives First Nations the nght of

“internal self-government,” al-
lowing them to decide what
type of activity takes place on
their land and how to use the

their collective good.

Other lawyers representing
the bands argued that the Abo-
riginal right to economic self-
determination through hunting
and fishing is protected under
the Constitution. Since many
Native communities see gam-
bling as one of the only ways to
assert their economic survival,
that same Constitutional protec-
tion should apply to gaming
activities, is their position.

They also urged the court to
follow the American model and
allow gaming on reserves after
consultation with Native peo-
ple. In 1987, the U.S. Supreme
Court upheld the right of
American Native nations to
pursue self-sufficiency through
casino operations.

As is customary at the Su-
preme Court of Canada, the jus-
tices gave no explanation for
dismissing the case, but will
outline their reasons in a writ-
ten judgment to be released
later. The general attitude of the
judges toward the case was eas-
ily apparent, however. They
shied away from arguments
that Native self-government is
provided for in the Constitu-
tion. They were also unrecep-

Christine Wong

Members of the Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation of
Manitoba drum on the steps of the Supreme Court of Canada
in Ottawa. Roseau River has been raided for gaming three

times since 1993.

tive to the idea that Aboriginal
Constitutional rights would al-
low a judgement that would
override the jurisdiction of the
Criminal Code in certain situa-
tions like gambling.

The impact of the dismissal
on other Native gaming cases

remains uncertain until the
written ruling is released. Only
then, when the judges outline
the points of law and judicial
reasoning used to reject the ap-
peal, will a possible precedent
be set for future and pending
cases.
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Uniting the nations
part of 50-day ride

By Darlene Polachic
Windspeaker Contributor

SASKATOON

Representatives from South Dakota, Manitoba, and Saskatch-
ewan were in Saskatoon recently to generate interest for Unity
Ride '96. The ride begins May 1 in Wahpeton, Sask. and ends June
20 at Grey Buffalo Horn Butte (Devil’s Tower), Wyoming.

The 50-day trek on horseback is a lead-up to June 21 which
has been declared World Peace and Prayer Day For Global
Healing. The declaration was made in the form of a request to
all nations by Arvol Looking Horse, 19th generation keeper of
the sacred white buffalo calf pipe for the Lakota, Dakota, and
Nakota nation.

“This is a spiritual ride,” said Peter McArthur, a horse
rancher from the Pheasant Rump Reserve in southeastern Sas-
katchewan and one of the organizers of the event.

“We feel it is a way to unite our people through a return to
our culture and ceremonies.”

According to Henry Sky Water, former chief of Manitoba’s
Birdtail Reserve, Unity Ride '96 is the last of four rides that
have taken participants across Canadian/U.S. boundaries from
places like Standing Rock and Rosebud, S.D. to Birdtail, Pheas-
ant Rump and Wahpeton.

“We are going to the extremes of Sioux territory and follow-
ing routes similar to the ones our ancestors used when they

travelled back and forth,” he said.
Last year’s ride from Pheasant Rump (Nakota) to Wahpeton

(Dakota) was approximately 725 km long and stopped at 15
different First Nations where sweats and other ceremonies were
among the activities. It united the Nakota, Ojibway, Cree, and
Dakota.

Organizers see Unity Ride "96 as a fulfilment of a prophecy
that was given following the massacre at Wounded Knee, S.D.
in 1890. The prophecy said that for six generations the people
would suffer, but that the seventh generation would rise again.

The seventh generation is here,” said Gary Silk from Standing
Rock, S.D. Silk organized the first rides in 1986 to 1989 after vi-
sions he saw during a sundance in 1980. “I saw our people com-
ing back together,” Silk recalls. I saw the red man reunited.”

Only a handful of riders participated in the first ride in 1993,
but with each successive year the number of riders has grown.

“Many people join just for a little ways,” said Silk, “maybe
from one reservation to the next. We don’t know how many will
go the whole distance on this one, but by the time the ride gets to
Devil’s Tower we hope there will be at least 300 people. There
could be 2,000. People from all over the world have been calling.”

Silk, Sky Water, and McArthur have participated in all of
the previous rides. So has Francher Kennedy and a number of
others. Each one admits being powerfully impacted by the spir-
ituality of the event.

“Being on the ride taught me things about my culture I could
never have learned on the reserve,” Kennedy said. “I've learned
respect for Elders and respect for mother earth... I've learned
about the sacred pipe, and our relatives in North and South
Dakota. I've also gotten a different look at the youth situation
on reserves and in urban settings. Now I have something posi-
tive to tell the young people.”

Participants in the ride are required to provide their own
horses (some are available upon request through McArthur)
and personal equipment including a tent or canvas bedroll and
sleeping bag. They are also responsible for the horse’s feeding,
watering and grooming as well as for blood tests and a certi-
fied veterinarian’s certificate of health, both of which are es-
sential if the animal is to cross the border.

Anyone may join up. Previous riding skill is not a necessity,
and there are no stipulations about the sort of horse required.
One man made the journey from Pheasant Rump to Wahpeton
last year on a Shetland pony.

McArthur said anyone willing to lend horses for the ride
should contact him.

“We have experienced and qualified trainers who can work
with them.”

Financial donations are also very welcome and can be made
to the Unity Ride ‘96 Fund through the Royal Bank in Carlyle,
Sask. For further information contact McArthur (306) 462-2002
or Sky Water (204) 568-4682.

Canada is a wildlife haven.

Join us todag to help
‘<€€P it that way.
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- ABORIGINAL
AWARDS PROGRAM

Offering Awards to College and University Students

NOVA Corporation will present educational awards in 1996 to
qualifying Albertans of Aboriginal Ancestry. Applicants must
be enrolled in disciplines relevant to the natural gas services
or petrochemicals industry (e.g.; engineering, computers,
environmental technology, law, commerce, accounting,
office administration).

G R B g

To be eligible for a College Award of $3,500, a student must
be enrolled in a two-year program at one of the following:

Grande Prairie Regional College, Grant MacEwan Community
College, Lakeland College, Mount Royal College, Olds College,
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, Southern Alberta
Institute of Technology.

To be eligible for a University Award of $4,000, a student
must be enrolled at one of the following:

University of Alberta, University of Calgary, University of Lethbridge.
Applications, accompanied by most recent transcripts, must be

submitted by June 15, 1996. Further information and application
. forms may be obtained by contacting the institutes above or:

Joan Nelner, Aboriginal Resources
NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd.

5th floor, 801 — 7th Avenue SW.
P.O. Box 2535, Postal Station M

Calgary, Alberta T2FP 2No
(555)%90-7884 A NOVA

Xerox Aboriginal
Scholarships Program

Building a better future through
Information Technology Literacy

At Xerox Canada, we believe that our company, like our society, is strengthened by
Canada’s rich multicultural mixture. We continue to achieve excellent results in our
business by encouraging diversity in the workplace.

Four Xerox Aboriginal Scholarships, each worth $ 3,000 will be awarded. Each scholarship
is awarded for one year, but recipients may reapply annually to a maximum of four years
for university programs and three years for college programs.

To be eligible, you must be:
.* A Canadian resident

e A status or non-status Indian, Metis or Inuit

* A full-time student at an approved Canadian post-secondary institution

* Pursuing an academic program (such as computer/math sciences, business

administration/commerce or engineering) which could lead to a career in the

Information Technology industry.

Applications must be received by June 15, 1996. To receive an application and more

information about the Xerox Aboriginal Scholarships Program, call (416) 733-6837,
Fax (416) 733-6087, or write to us:

Contributions Administrator
Corporate Affairs

Xerox Canada Ltd.

5650 Yonge Street

North York, Ontario

M2M 4G7

THE DOCUMENT COMPANY
XEROX

Xerox, The Document Company and the stylized X are registered trademarks of XEROX CORPORATION and XEROX CANADA LTD. is the licensee of all the trademarks,
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A NATIONAL ABORIGINAL LAW PRACTICE

The combined effort of lawyers sharing years of experience, serving clients in English
and in French across the country, providing advice and representation based on
expertise and initiatives in every region of the country.

HUTCHINS, SOROKA & DIONNE HUTCHINS, SOROKA, GRANT & PATERSON
in Quebec in British Columbia

A practice specializing in:
e treaty, land claim and self-government negotiations and implementation

e civil and criminal litigation involving Aboriginal rights, including Supreme Court
of Canada and appellate court practice for Aboriginal peoples

e advice and litigation on environmental and human rights issues

e international law concerning human rights and rights of Indigenous peoples

Hutchins, Soroka & Dionne Hutchins, Soroka, Grant & Paterson

245 St-Jacques, Suite 400 P.O. Box 337
Montreal, Quebec Hazelton, B.C.
H2Y 1M6 V0] 1Y0

tel: (604) 842-6456 fax: (604) 842-5058
Peter Grant *

tel: (514) 849-2403 fax: (514) 849-4907
E-mail: 102024,3013@CompuServe.COM

Peter Hutchins *Personal Law Corporation

Diane Soroka

Paul Dionne Hutchins, Soroka, Grant & Paterson
Franklin Gertler #501 - 21 Water Street

Anjali Choksi Vancouver, B.C.

Carol Hilling V6B 1A1

David Kalmakoff tel: (604) 685-1229 fax: (604) 685-0244
David Schulze David Paterson *, Peter Grant *

* Personal Law Corporation
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Christine Wong

Tarynne Pachano, a 16-year-old Ojibway, taking part in an
Internet training session in Ottawa during February as part of
a new World Wide Web site for Aboriginal youth.

Native youth hit the web

By Christine Wong
Windspeaker Correspondent

OTTAWA

It’s a cold Saturday afternoon and Tarynne Pachano, a 16-year-
old Ojibway; sits in downtown Ottawa chatting with a visitor from
Sweden. Although they have just met, she has a friendly conver-
sation with hirh and even learns a little about his country. But she
never sees his face or hears his voice...and their meeting place isn’t
a trendy cafe or the local arcade. It’s cyberspace.

Their “chat” took place on a new Intemnet site for Native youth. It's
part of the Aboriginal Youth Network, a project to provide Aboriginal
youth with their own World Wide Web site and Internet training.

“We want to get Aboriginal youth interested in the information
superhighway when theyre young so they’ll utilize it when they’re
older,” said AYN site administrator Tania Koenig. “Youth should
know that the Internet isn’t just a boring computer. It could be a
window to the world. Cyberspace is a great place to learn and to
meet other people,” said Koenig, who is part Cree and German.

On Feb. 24, Tarynne Pachano experienced the global
cybervillage firsthand at the Netscape Powwow, the AYN Internet
training session where she “chatted “ with her new Swedish friend
thousands of miles away.

“I can send out and receive information from people all over
the world,” Pachano said. “So I can get to know people and see
what it’s like everywhere else.”

Pachano and about 10 other Native youth attended the Internet
training session at the offices of MicroWorks, an Ottawa computer
company. Participants watched a presentation introducing them
to the Internet, then received an instruction manual and hands-on
training at the computers.

Organizers hope the web site, which has been running since
May 1995, will be used as an educational and communications
tool for Native youth, linking them with other Aboriginal young
people from across Canada and around the world. Native youth
are being encouraged to support and educate each other by shar-
ing cultures, traditions and ideas on the site.

MicroWorks president Kendall Lougheed came up with theidea
of getting Native youth on the Internet. He sees itas “a great tool
for self-development and self-expression,” especially for Native
youth in remote or isolated areas. A computer with Internet access
could even allow young people in those areas to be self-employed
(as writers or graphic designers, for example) without having to
leave their communities, Lougheed said.

Although the program is funded by health Canada, the AYN
“takes a broader approach to health issues,” Lougheed said. That
means information about emotional and mental health, such as
peer pressure, family problems, depression and suicide, are in-
cluded alongside more traditional health issues like drug and al-
cohol abuse and smoking. A professional counsellor will also be
available on-line to discuss issues and healing methods on a regu-

lar basis.
One of the site’s features showcases the writing and art of Abo-

riginal youth. Selected stories from Windspeaker highlighting Na-
tive issues and personalities are also available on the web site.
Another program in the works, called POWWOW, will allow up
to eight people to “talk” simultaneously to each other from around
the world.

Users will occasionally get to “talk” to First Nations celebrities
on bigger chat lines accommodating up to 50 people at a time.
Starting March 31, Native actor Adam Beach, who starred in the
films Squanto and Dance Me Outside, will appear in a training mod-

ule on solvent abuse. :
A big challenge for programs like AYN is increasing access to

computers and Internet services on reserves, settlements and in
First Nations schools. To remedy that, AYN gives Internet training
sessions at schools, friendship centres and youth groups, with ses-
sions already completed in Iqaluit, N.W.T., Kanehsatake, Que. and
Burnt Church, N.B. .
To get on-line and in tune with the new site, hit the World Wide

Web at URL address http://www.ayn.ca/
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See no evil

Back a few years ago, some Canadian military
under the maple leaf in Somalia beat an African kid so badly that he
died. While he was dying in Canadian hands, the teenager had to
endure a steady stream of racist insults and unspeakable indignities.

After a media storm of hurricane proportions, the Canadian mili-
tary punished the lowest ranking man, and ignored the involvement
of the higher ups. The resulting inquiry was a disgrace to a country
that had been held internationally in high regard.

The incident resulted in a zero-tolerance policy on racism. “Offi-
cially,” that is.

But just last fall, there they were again, white sheets and hoods
hidden under military camouflage.

Operation “Ex Lunatic Fringe” was a militia exercise at Camp
Dundurn in which the forces took on a Native stand-off. The Native
people in the scenario were pathetic caricatures, and the exercise
succeeded in dehumanizing Native people and undercutting initia-
tives to build cultural understanding in the forces.

Paying lip service to tolerance is not enough any more. Internal in-
quiries will not make the problems go away. If the Canadian Forces can-
not regulate themselves, then Canadian citizens must do it for them.

The Canadian Forces are there to protect all of us. It’s time the
leadership was forced to make more than cosmetic changes. And
was forced to face up to the fact that Canadians don’t want a bunch
of racists “defending” us.

The almighty buck rules

Don't let anybody tell you otherwise. The almighty dollar rules.
And where there are enough dollars, there’s quite literally nothing
else that matters.

The ones that don’t matter are Native people and the environment.

Take Voisey Bay (please). There, and at Lac de Gras in the North-
west Territories, and in dozens of other places across the country,
dollar signs glittering in the eyes of politicians somehow manage to
make the most strenuous objections to a project fade away.

All of a sudden, there is a way to deal with the impacts upon an
environment that has sustained Native people for hundreds of years.

The impacts of heavy equipment, chemicals, thousands of work-
ers, transportation in, transportation out, etc., etc. will be minimal.
Native people will be displaced, but that will be OK. The socioeco-
nomic effects will be, overall, beneficial. The environment, which
takes years to recover from the building of a road, will bounce back
just fine.

And every company.involved, good citizens of the world that
they are, will make sure that everything is hunky-dory at the end. It
may seem like that looking through the plate glass windows from
the corporate headquarters on the 46th floor in New York. It sure
doesn’t look that way from here.

And it sure doesn’t look that way from a lot of other places where
these very same companies have been operating.

Look at Indonesian New Guinea, where the people and the coun-
try’have been raped, where the local politicians have been paid off,
where local incomes have gone up minimally, where the ability to
supplement income with traditional subsistence hunting has com-
pletely disappeared. Hey, it looks good from the presidential palace
in Djakarta, the capital.

If you think that’s bad, there’s a mine in Peru, owned by a multi-
national, thathas no pollution controls. Absolutely none. Downwind
for about 25 km, no less, nothing grows. Where there was jungle
dotted with small landholdings before, there is rock and, well, more
rock. The dirt’s been washed away. People lived in the area — Abo-
riginal people. They’re gone. People still live downstream — also
Aboriginal people. The stuff that wiped out every living thing up-
stream is in everything they eat, is in every mouthful of water they
drink. But from the presidential palace in Lima, well, the overall so-
cioeconomic effects are, of course, beneficial.

These same companies are operating in Canada. We have to ensure
that they're never allowed to operate that way in our country. For our
sake, and for the sake of our kids, and for the sake of our land.
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"You gotta have a dream

By Pat Paul

You know, life is a steady flow
of ups and downs no matter who
we are or what we do. There is
no escaping this pattern, even if
you had a billion bucks.

Take, for instance, some of the
well-known heavy hitters inhigh
finance like the late Colonel
Saunders of Kentucky Fried
Chicken fame who, at the age of
60, had a “grand” fortune worth
less then $100.

In those years as a struggling
entrepreneur, the Colonel cer-
tainly faced many challenging
situations as he juggled his few
dollars between building a
dream and putting something in
his hungry stomach.

The dream was strong
enough, however, to keep him
going, on and on, until he found
a way to take the first step into
his destiny. First one shop
opened and then another shop
opened, then another, and an-
other until a string of them were
operating throughout the eastern
United States.

Today, the Colonel’s famous
fried chicken shops have gone
international with thousands of

Bert Crowfoot

outlets dotting almost every ur-
ban center in the world. Needless
to say, that the eventual fame-
struck Colonel was regarded as
one of the most successful busi-
nessmen to go from rags to riches
in record time.

Bear in mind though, that this
man once teetered on the edge of
poverty and starvation just to
fulfil or to bring his dream to a
reality and to become highly suc-
cessful. The man began with only
a dream and nothing else. Sheer,
raw determination were the tools
of his trade and nothing stood in
his way to achieving his dreams.

Still, another highly visible and
powerful individual who rose to
the billion dollar strata in short or-
der was the New York billionaire,
Donald Trump. He amassed his
first fortune as a financial whiz kid
and a hard-nosed land developer
in the Big Apple.

Through his seemingly magi-
cal ways, he turned everything
he touched into gold. Nothing
stopped his rapid rise to fame
and fortune.

But like anyone else, Trump
struck onto some hard times.
Through a number of less-than-
perfect outcomes his fortunes
turned around temporarily.
These tougher times for the
youthful financial wizard soon
began to take a toll on Trump’s
massive real estate holdings. You

) Paul Macedo

lxy /) Harrison Cardinal

might say the house of cards
came tumbling down as property
after property started to disap-
pear from the Trump holdings.
In less than a couple of years,

" the mighty Trump empire was

pretty well in disarray if not lost
for good.

This fate was not to be for this
wily tycoon, however. Rather than
turning to any acts of desperation,
Trump dug in his heels and started
his long, hard, arduous journey
back.

He put things back on trackand
achieved levels of success that he
had never before reached inhis cor-
poration. In other words, this was
one man whose losses of gigantic
sums of money could not put him
down and out.

The determination ran deep
in the heart of this man, and gi-
ant steps downward required
equally daring steps upward.

Many other stories of indi-
viduals, including Native people,
going from rags to riches can be
told and can document how
strength, determination and
dreams contribute in pushing a
person forward to heights never
achieved before, even if they had
seen and experienced the ulti-
mate levels of defeat and tragedy.

The magic carpet that makes
this journey possible is the power
of a dream.

“You gotta have a dream.
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An open letter to Minister of
Indian Affairs Ron Irwin.
Dear Mr. Irwin:

We have not been given the
full text of your remarks about
the Nisga’a agreement-in-prin-
ciple, but the information that
was published in the media in-
dicated a mean-spirited, con-
trary-to-the-facts, upside-down
view of history. This is totaily in-
appropriate for the one federal
minister who is charged with
the responsibility of protecting

~our rights and exercising the

Crown’s fiduciary obligations.

You are reported as having
said that Canadians should not
have to continue supporting
Aboriginal people without “see-
ing some type of payback
through Aboriginals paying
more taxes.”

The fact is that the Nisga’a
now only have conditional use
of only 8 per cent of their land.
Don'’t you think that providing
Canadians with the benefits of

92 per cent of their lands consti-
tutes sufficient sacrifice for the
Nisga’a without having to im-
pose taxes?

The fact is that the huge ma-
jority of the Indian Affairs
budget does not go “to support
Aboriginal people” but instead
goes to the ordinary public ex-
penditures which are received
by Canadians anywhere — ex-
cept that we receive even less
than the average Canadian in
similar circumstances.

The problem is that we are the
only racial group in Canada
whose receipt of public funds is
segregated and publicized. Can
you imagine any politician say-
ing: “White people are going to
have to pay more taxes because
other Canadians are tired of sup-
porting them?” Yet thatis exactly
the racist position you, the min-
ister of Indian affairs, has taken.

As people who are in a treaty
relationship with the Crown,
and uniquely related to Canada

Nisga'a agreement
just a land grab

Dear Editor:

The provincial and federal
governments appear to be on the
verge of pulling off a massive
land swindle in Nisga’a territory.

For the equivalent of a few
shiny beads and trinkets the
Nisga’a will be signing away
most of their traditional territory.
Like other Natives who have
signed treaties, the land they get
will be just enough for a mass
grave for.the aspirations and
dreams of future generations.

No government, provincial or
federal, has any lawful or moral
right to offer land to anyone. This
right belongs to the Native peo-
ple in their traditional territory
wherever that may be.

The governments should be

going to the Native people for

land instead of Natives appeal-
ing to each succeeding govern-
ment. The only lawful, just and
inevitable solution is to place all
Crown land under the steward-
ship of the Native people who
live adjacent to the land.
Owning land is a delusion
and a fantasy. In the real and
natural world, the Natives are the
land and vice versa. There is no
real physical or spiritual separa-
tion. We are one and the same.
The land and we cannot be
owned by anyone or any govern-
ment. We are not claiming land,
we are reclaiming ourselves.
All my relations.
Daniel George
Burnaby, B.C.

in this way, we are waiting for
your payback to us. When we
offered to share our resources,
you took them all. Through our
resources, we have been provid-
ing you with wealth and pros-
perity for 125 years.

Your failure to keep the
Crown’s treaty promises has left us
withoutan economic base, without
jobs, and many of our young peo-
ple think you have taken their fu-
ture. It is time that you think about
speaking out on our behalf in cabi-
net instead of speaking for the Ca-
nadian public.

You should be educating
Canadians on the facts instead
of catering to narrow racist
views for the sole purpose of
getting votes.

You are quoted as saying that
your insisting upon First Na-
tions people paying taxes “gives
some indication of what a
peaceful settlement would look
like.” What would a not-so-
peaceful settlement look like?
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Minister's education in treaty obligations continues

The Supreme Court has in-
structed you to be generous on
behalf of the Crown, to avoid
“sharp dealings”, to always up-
hold t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>